


1 ): 


ORj. THE 

D J S C O V E R Y O F I N D I A 


Ai^ 


E ? I C P O E -It 


'i's sTzrt r«;oA'i 


-^SIgINAL PORTTJO^SE BE CAMOEN 


BY WILLIAM JULIUS MICKLE. 


:JEC VMlliL'AI VERBO UURABJS REDOESE, FIDUF 
iN'Jl t«.FR£S. j UOR. DF ART, PDF.', 



VOL- 11. 

THE I’HIRD EDITION: 




DUBLIN; 

PRINTED BY GRAJSBERRY AN3> CAMPBELL, 

FOR JOHN ARCHER,' N® 8o, DAME-STREET. 


MDCCXCI. 




r aaro 3 gaiEKB 83 g 3 gLTgig^^ 


THE 


L U S' I A D. 


BOOK III. 


Oh now, Calliope, thy potent aid ! 

What to the king th’ illuftrious Gama faid 
Cloath in immortal verfe. With facred fire 
My breaft, if e’er it loved thy lore, inlpire : 
So may the patron of the healing art, 

The god of day to thee confign his heart ; 
From thee, the mother of his darling » fon. 
May never wandering thought to Daphne run : 
VOL. II- B 


May 


» Calliope. — ^The Mufc of Epic Poefy, and mother of Orpheus. Daphne, 
daughter of the river Peneus, flying from Apollo, was turned into the laurel. 
Clytia was mctamorphofed into the fun-flower, and Leucothoe, who was 
buried alive by her father for yielding to the felicitations of Apollo, was by 
her lover changed into an. Incenfe tree. The phyfleal meaning of thefe 
fables is obvious. 
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May never Clytia, nor Leucothoe’s pride 
Henceforth with thee his changeful love divide. 

Then aidj O fairefi: nymph, my fond defire. 

And give my verfe the Lufian warlike fire : 

Fired by the fong, the liftcning world fliall know 
That Aganippe’s ftreams from Tagus flow. 

Oh, let no more the flowers of Pindus fiiine 
On thy fair breaft, or round thy temples twine : 

On Tago’s banks a richer chaplet blow''s, 

And with the tuneful god my bofom glows : 

I feel, I feel the mighty power infiife. 

And bathe my fpirit in Aonian dews I 

Now filence wooed th'' illuftrious chief reply. 

And keen attention watch’d on every eye ; 

When flowly turning with a modeft grace. 

The noble Vasco raifed his manly face : 

0 mighty king, he cries, at thy ^ command 
The martial ftory of my native land 

1 tell j but more my doubtful heart had joy’d 
Had other wars my praifeful lips employ’d. 

'When men the honours of their race con\paend, 

'Fhe doubts of ftrangers on the tale attend : 

Yet 


^ 0 mighty king^ he £>•/<?>— The preface to the ipeech of Gama, and the uc- 
fcription of Europe which follows, are happy imitations of the manner of 
Homer. When Camoens defcribes countries, or mufters an army, it is after 
the example of tlie great models of antiquity : by adding fome charaGe- 
riftical feature of tlie climate or people, he renders his narrative plcafing^ 
piaurefque, andpoeticaU 
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Yet though reluftance faulter on my tongue, 

Though day would fail a narrative fo long, 

Yet well alTured no fiction’s glare can raife. 

Or give my country’s fame a brighter praife ; 

Though lefs, far lefs, whatever my lips can fay. 

Than truth muft give it, I thy will obey. 

Between that zone, where endlefs winter reigns. 
And that, where flaming heat confumes the plains j 
Array’d in green, beneath indulgent ikies. 

The queen of arts and arms fair Europe lies; 

Around her northern and her weftern fiiores, 
Throng’d with the finny race old ocean roars ; 

The midland fea, where tide ne’er fwell’d the waves. 
Her richeft lawns, the fouthern border, laves. 

Againft the rifing morn, the northmoft bound 
The whirling Tanais parts from Afian ground, 

As tumbling from the Scythian mountains cold 
Their crooked way the rapid waters hold 
To dull Myeotis’ lake : her eaftern line 
More to the fouth, the Phrygian waves confine ; 
Thofe waves, which, black with many a navy, bore 
The Grecian heroes to the Dardan fliore ; 

Where now the feaman rapt in mournful joy 
Explores in vain the fad remains of Troy. 

Wide to the north beneath the pole flie fpreads j 
Here piles of mountains rear their rugged heads, 
Here winds on winds in endlefs tempefts roll, 

The valleys figh, the lengthening echoes howl. 


On 



T ll E I. U S I A 'L\ Boci; zi? . 

Oil the Hide cliixs with frolly fpangles grey. 

Weak as the twiliglit gleams the folar ray; 

Each mountain’s breaft with fnows eternal fliincs. 

The flreams and feas eternal froft confines* 

Here dwelt the numerous Scythian tribes of old, 

A dreadful race ! by victor ne’er controll’d, 

Whofe pride maintain’d that theirs tlie facred earth;^ 

Not that of Nile, which firfi: gave man his birth* 

Here difmal Lapland ipreads a dreary wild. 

Here Norway’s wafros wlvcre Iiarvcfi: never finil'd, 

Whofe gi'oves of iir in gloomy horror frown. 

Nod o’er the rocks, and to the tempeft groan* 

Here ScanJui’s dime her rugged fhores extends. 

And far projeelcd, through the ocean bends ; 

Whofe fons dread footfteps yet Aufonia wears. 

And yet proud Rome in mournful rum bears. 

Wheia 

* IVhofti funs dread fooifeps yU Aufonio'. In the year the City or 

Rome wasfacked, and Italy laid defolate by Alaric, king of the Scandian and 
other northern tribes. In mentioning this circutnftance, Camoeris has not 
fallen into the common erior of little poets, who on every occafion bewail 
the outrage which the Goths and\ andals did to the arts and iciences. *1 hole 
arts and fciences, however, which give vigour to the mind, long ere the ir- 
ruption of the northern tribes, were in the moft languid Hate. The 
ibuthern nations of Europe were funk into the moH contemptible degene- 
racy. The Hiences, with every branch of manly literature, were aimoH un- 
known. For near t'vo ccntuiics no poet or writer of note had adorned the 
Roman empire. Thoie arts only, the abufc of which have a certain and 
fatal tendency to enervate the mind, tlie arts of mulic and cookeiy, were 
piiuonatcly cultivated in all the refinements of effeminate abufc. T. he art 
oi war was too laborious for their delicacy, and the generous warmth of he- 
roii’in and patriotifm was incompatible with their effeminacy. Whoever 
\ cads the hifiory of the later emperors of Rome will find it hard to explain 
how minds lUiiminated, as It is pretended, by letters and feience, could at 
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When fummer burfts ftern winter's icy chainj 
Here the bold Swede, the Pruffian, and the Dans 
Ploift the white fail, and plough the foamy way. 

Cheer'd by whole months of one continual day. 

Between thefe fliores and Tanai’s riifliing tide 
Livonia's fons and Ruffia’s herds reflde. 

Stern as their clime the tribes, whofe fires of yore 
The name, far dreaded, of Sarmatians bore. 

Where, 


the fame lime be fo broken as to fuffer the bafeft fubjc<Etion to fiich weak 
and wanton tyiants. I’hat the general mind of the empire did fulFcr, for 
level rd centuries, the weakcfl and moft capricious tyranny is a fadl beyond 
difpntc, a fuQ, which mod llrongly marks their degenerated chanifter. On 
thefo dcfpicablc Sybarites ^ the north poured her brave and hardy fons, who, 
though ignorant of polite literature, were po/IcfTed of ail the manly ^ vir- 
tues of the Scythians in a high degree. Under their conquefts Europe wore 
a new and a vigorous face ; and which however rude, was infinitely prefera- 
ble to that languid, and fickly female countenance, which it had lately worn. 
Even the ideas of civil liberty w'cre loft. But the lights of mankind were 
claimed, however rude their laws, by the northern invaders. And liowcver 
ignorance may talk of their barbarity, it is to them that England owes her 
conftitution, which, as Montciquicu obfen’es, they brought from the w-oocls 
of Saxony. The fpirit of galianti*y and romantic attachment to the fair 
fex, which diflinguiihed the northern heroes, will make their manners ad- 
mired, while, confidered in the fame point, the polifhed ages of Greece and 
Rome excite our horror and deteftation. To add no more, it is to the irrup- 
tion of thefe brave barbarians lliat modern Europe owes thofe remains of 
the fpirit of liberty, and fome other of the greatcil advantages, which ihe 
may at prefent poflefs. I’hey introduced a vigour of mind, which under 
the confequences of the crufades, and a vai'iety of other cau fes, has not 
only been able to revive the arts, and improve every fcience, but has alfo in- 
vefligated and afeertained the political intcreft and rights of mankind, in a 
manner unknown to the brighteft ages of the ancient world. 

^Syharisy a City in Grccia Magna, wrhofc inhabitants were fo eiTeminatc, 
that tlicy ordered all the cocks to be killed, that they might not be dif- 
turbed by their early crowing. 

* See Wartoa’s Hift. Eng. Poetry. Diffcrt. 11. p. 3 . 
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Wterc, famed of old, th’ Hircinian foreft lour^, 

Oft feen in arms the Polifli troops are poured 
Wide foraging the downs. The Saxon race. 

The Hungar dextrous in the wild-boar chafe, 

The various nations whom the Rhine^s cold wave 
The Elbe, Amafis, and the Danube lave. 

Of various tongues, for various princes known. 

Their mighty lord the German emperor own. 

Between the Danube and the lucid tide 
Where haplefs Helle left her name, and died, 

The dreadful god of battles kindred race. 

Degenerate now, polTefs the hills of Thrace. 

Mount Hsemus here, and Rhodope renowned. 

And proud Byzantium, long with empire crown’d ; 

Their ancient pride, their ancient virtue fled, 

Low to the Turk now bend the fervile head. 

Here fpread the fields of warlike Macedon, 

And here thofe happy lands where genius fhonc 
Tn all the arts, in all the mufe’s charms. 

In ail the pride of elegance and arms, 

Which to the heavens refounded Grecians name. 

And left in every age a deathlefs fame. 

The ftern Dalmatians till the neighbouring ground ; 

And where Antenor anchor’d in the found, 

Proud Venice as a queen majeftic towers, 

And o’er the trembling waves her thunder pours. 

For learning glorious, glorious for the fword, 
WhileRome’s proud monarch reign’d the world’s dreadlord. 

Here 
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Here Italy her beauteous landfcapes Ihews ; 

Around her fides his arms old ocean throws ; 

The dafliing waves the ramparts aid fupply ; 

The hoary Alps, high towering to the fky. 

From fhore to fhore a rugged barrier fpread. 

And lour deftruftion on the hoftile tread. 

But now no more her hoftile fpirit burns ; 

There now the faint in humble vefpers mourns ; 

To heaven more grateful than the pride of war. 

And all the triumphs of the viftor^s can 
Onward fair Gallia opens to the view 
Her groves of olive, and her vineyards blue : 

Wide fpread her harvefts o^er the fcenes renowned. 

Where Julius proudly ftrode with laurel crown’d. 

Here Seyn, — how fair when gliftening to the moon ! 

Rolls his white wave ; and here the cold Garoon ; 

Here the deep Rhine the flowery margin laves ; 

And here the rapid Rhone impervious raves. 

Here the gruff mountains, faithlefs to the vows 
Of loft Pyrene ^ rear their cloudy brows ; 

Whence, when of old the flames their woods devour’d. 
Streams of red gold and melted filvcr pour’d. 

And 


— FaUhlefs to the vows of Uf Pyrene, &c. — She was daughter to Bebryx, 
s. king of Spain, and concubine to Hercules. Having one day wandered from 
her lover, Ihe was deftroyed by wild hearts, on one of the mountains which 
bear her name. Diodorus Siculus, and others, derive the name of the Pyre- 
neans from vvf,fre. To fupport which etymology they relate, that by the 
of ibme fhepherds, the ancient forefts on thele mountains were 
fet on fire, and burned with ilich vehemence, that the melted metals ipouted 
out and ran down from the fides of the hills. The allufion to this old tra- 
dition is in the true fpirit of Homer and Virgil, C. 
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And nowj as head of ail the lordly train 
Of ^ Europe^'s realms, appears illuftrious Spain. 

Alas, what various fortunes has flie known ! 

Yet ever did her fons her wrongs atone ; 

Short was the triumph of her haughty foes. 

And ftill with fairer bloom her honours rofe. 

Where, lock’d with land the ftruggllng currents boil. 
Fam’d for the godlike Theban’s lateft ^ toil. 

Againft one coaft the Punic flrand extends, 

And round her breaft the midland ocean bends : 

Around her Ihores two various oceans fwell, 

And various nations in her bofom dwell 5 
Such deeds of valour dignify their names. 

Each the imperial right of honour claims. 

Proud Arragon, who twice her ftandard reared 
In conquered Naples 5 and for art revered, 

Galicia’s prudent fons ; the fierce Navarre 5 
And he far dreaded in the Moorifli war, 

The bold Afturian ; nor Sevilia’s race. 

Nor thine, Granada, claim the fecond place. 

Here 

« 0 / Europe s It is remarkable, that in this defeription of Europe, 

England fliould be entirely omitted ; of fo little coniequence in the political 
fcale did flie then feem. The time when Camoens wrote this may be e/li- 
mated from the beginning of the leventh book, which appears to have been 
written in the reign of Henry VIII. though the Lufiad was not-publiftied 
till the fomteenth of Elizabeth. 

f —73- /a//.— .Hercules, lays the fable, to crown his labours, 

feparated the two mountains, Calpe and Abyia, the one now in Spam, the 
other in Africa, in order to open a canal for the benefit of commerce* Upon 
this opening, the ocean ruflisd in, and formed the Mediterranean the Egean, 
and Euxine fcas. 
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Here too tlie heroes who command the plain 
By Betis water’d j here, the pride of Spain, 

The brave Caftilian paufes o’er his fword. 

His country’s dread deliverer and lord. 

Proud o’er the reft, with fplendid wealth array’d. 

As crown to this wide empire, Europe’s head. 

Fair Lufitania fmilcs, the weftern bound, 

Whofe verdant breaft the rolling waves furround, 

Where gentle evening pours her lambent ray. 

The laft pale gleaming of departing day : 

This, this, O mighty king, the facred earth. 

This the lov’d parent-foil that gave me birth. 

And oh, would bounteous heaven my prayer regard,' 

And fair fuccefs my perilous toils reward. 

May that dear land my iateft breath receive. 

And give my weary bones a peaceful grave. 

Sublime the honours of my native land. 

And high in heaven’s regard her heroes ftand ; 

By s heaven’s decree ’twas theirs the £rft to quell 
The Moorifli tyrants, and from Spain expel ; 

Nor could their burning wilds conceal their flight. 

Their burning wilds confeft the Lufian might. 

From Lufus famed, whofe honour’d name we bear, 

(The fon of Bacchus or the bold compeer,) 

The 

2 By heaven^ s This boafl is according to the truth of hiftory. In 

the days of Portuguefe heroifm, this firft expulfion of the Moors was eC- 
teemed as a mark of the favour with whicli heaven had crowned their de- 
fence of the Catholic faith. See the preface. 
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Tiie glorious name of Lufitania rofe, 

A name ti*emendous to the Roman foes. 

When her bold troops the -valiant Ihepherd led. 

And foul with rout the Roman eagles fled ; 

When haughty Rome atchiev’d the treacherous ^ blow. 
That own’d her terror of the matchlefs foe. 

But when no more her Viriatus fought. 

Age after age her deeper thraldom brought ; 

Her broken fons by ruthlefs tyrants fpurn’d, 

Her vineyards languifli’d, and her paftures mourn’d j 
Till time revolving raifed her drooping head, 

And o’er the wondering world her conquefts fpread. 

Thus roSi her power : the lands of lordly Spain 
Were now the brave Alonzo’s wide domain ; 

Great were his honours in the bloody fight. 

And fame proclaim’d him champion of the right. 

And oft the groaning Saracen’s proud creft 
And fhatter’d mail his awfiil force confeft. 

From Calpe’s fummits to the Cafpian fhore 
Loud-tongued renown his godlike aftions bore. 

And many a chief from diftant regions * came 
To fhare the laurels of Alonzo’s fame j 

Yet 

treacherou; The aflafllnation of Viriatus. See the 

note on book l.p.14, 

* Aftd many a chief from lifant regions cams^ — Don. Alonzo, king of Spain, 
apprehenfive of the fliperior number of the Moors, with whom he was at 
war, demanded afliftance from Philip I. of France, and of the duke of Bur- 
gundy. According to the military fpirit of the nobility of that age, no 
Iboner was his deiire known than numerous bodies of troops thronged to his 
fcandard. Thefe, in the courie of a few years, having fliewn fignal proofs 

of 
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Yet more for holy faith’s unfpotted caufe 

Their fpears they wieldedj than for fame’s applaule. 

Great were the deeds their thundering arms difplay’d, 
And ftill their foremoft fwords the battle fway’d. 

And now to honour with diftinguiihed meed 
Each hero’s worth, the generous king decreed. 

The firft and braveft of the foreign bands 
Hungaria’s younger fon brave Henry k flands. 

To 


of their courage, the king dillinguilhed the leaders with different marks of 
his regard. To Henry, a younger fon of the duke of Burgundy, he gave 
his daughter Terefa in marriage, with the fovereignty of the countries to 
the fouth of Galicia, commiffioning him to enlarge his boundaries by the 
expulfion of the infidels. Under the government of this great man, who 
reigned by the title of Count, his dominion was greatly enlarged, and be- 
came more rich and populous than before. The two provinces of Eniro 
M'mho e DourOf and Era los Montes^ were fubdued, with that part of Beira 
which was held by the Moorifli king of Lamego^ whom he con drained to 
pay tribute. Many thoufands of Chriftians, who had fled to the mountains, 
took flielter under the protcaion of Count Henry. Great multitudes of 
the Moors alfo chofe to fubmit and remain in their native country under a 
mild government. Thefe advantages, added to the great fertility of the foil 
of Heni7’s dominions, will account for the numerous armies, and the fre- 
quent wars of the firft ibvereigns of Portugal. 

^ Hungarm S younger fon, — Camoens, in making the founder of the Portu- 
guefe monarchy, a younger fon of the king of Hungary, has followed the 
old chronologift Galvan. The Spanifli and Portuguefe hiftorians dilFer 
widely in their accounts of the parentage of this gallant ftranger. Some 
bring him from Conftantinople, and others from the hoiife of Lorrain. But 
the cleared and moft: probable account of him is in the chronicle of Eleury^ 
wherein is preferved a fragment of French hiftoiy, written by a Benedic- 
tine monk in the beginning of the twelfth century, and in the time of Count 
Henry. By this it appears, that he was a younger fon of Henry, the only 
Ion of Robert, the firft duke of Burgundy, who was a younger brother of 
Henry I. of France. Fanlhaw, having an eye to this hiftoiy, has taken the 
unwarrantable liberty to alter the fa£t as mentioned by his author. 
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To him are given the jSelcls where Tagus flows. 

And the glad king his daughter’s hand beftows ; 

The fair Terefa fiiines his blooming bride, 

And owns her father’s love, and Henry’s pride. 

Yv''ith her, befides, the fire confirms in dower 
Whate’er his fword might refeue from the Moor ; 

And foon on Hagar’s race the hero pours 
His warlike fury — foon the vanquifli’d Moors 
To him far round the neighbouring lands refign, 

And heaven rewards him with a glorious line. 

To him h born, heaven’s gift, a gallant fon. 

The glorious founder of the Lufian throne. 

Nor Spain’s wide lands alone his deeds atteft. 

Delivered Judah Henry’s might ^ confeft. 

On Jordan’s bank the viftor-hero ftrode, 

Whofe hallowed waters bathed the Saviour-God ; 

And 


Amon^ theje Henry, faith the hijiory, 

A younger fan of France, and a Lrame prince. 

Had Portugal in lot, » ’^ 

And the fame king did his otvh daughter tie 
^To him in wedlock, to infer from thence 
His frmer /ow— — — 

Nor arc Ixiflorians agreed on the birth of Donna Terefa, the ipouie of Count 
Henry. Brandam, and other Portuguefe hiftorians, arc at great pains to 
prove that flie was the legitimate daughter of Alonzo and the beautiful 
Ximena de Guzman. But it appears from the more authentic chronicle of 
Fleury, that Ximena was only his concubine. And it is evident from all the 
Iliftorians, that Donna Urraca, the heirefs of her father’s kingdom, was 
younger than her half-fifler, the wife of Count Henry. 

1 Deliver d fuduh Henry's might His expedition to rile Holy Land 

is mentioned by fome monkifli wi iters, but from the other parts of his hif- 
tory it is highly improbable. Camoens, however, fliews his judgment iii 
a.’opting every traditionary circumflance that might give an air of folemnity 
to his poem. 
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And Salem’s gate her open folds difplay’dj 
When Godfrey conquer’d by the hero’s aid. 

But now no more In tented fields oppofed. 

By Tagus’ fir earn his honoured age he cloied ; 

Yet ftill his dauntlefs worth, his virtue lived. 

And all the father in the fon furvived. 

And foon his worth was proved ; the parent ^ dame 
Avowed a fecond hymeneal flame. 

The low-born fpoufe alTumes the monarch’s place. 

And from the throne expels the orphan race. 

But young Alphonfo, like his fires of yore, 

(His grandfire’s virtues as his name he bore) 

Arms for the fight, his ravilh’d throne to win, 

And the laced helmet grafps bis beardlefs chin. 

Her fierceft firebrands, civil difeord waved, 

Before her troops the luftful mother raved ; 

Loft 


wi — t/je parent Don Alonzo Enriquez, {bn of Count Henry, 

was only entered into his third year when his father died. His mother 
aflumed the reins of government, and appointed Don Fernando Ferez de Trabo 
to be her minifter. When the young prince was in his eighteenth year, 
fome of the nobility, who either envied the power of Don Ferez^ or were 
really offended with the reports that were fpread of his familiarity with the 
.prince’s mother, of his intention to marry her, and to exclude the lawful 
heir, eafily perfuaded the young Count to take arms, and alTumc the fove- 
reignty. A battle enfued, in which the prince was viftorious. Tcrefa, it 
is faid, retired into the caftlc of Legonafo^ where ihe was taken captive by 
her fon, who condemned her to perpetual imprilbnment, and ordered 
chains to be put upon her legs. That Don Alonzo made v;ar againft his 
mother, vanquiflied her party, and that Ihe died in prifon about two years 
after, A.D. 1 1 30, are certain. But the caufe of the war, that his mother 
was married to, or intended to marry Don Farez^ and that Ihc was put in 
chains, are uncertain. 
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Lojfi: to maternal love, and loft to fliame. 

Unawed fne fdw heaven^s awful vengeance flame 5 
The brother’s fword the brother’s bofom tore, 
And fad Guimaria’s meadows bluftx’d with gore 5 
With Lufian gore the peafant’s cot was ftain’d, 
And kindred blood the facred flirine profaned. 


Here, cruel Progne, here, O Jafon’s wife, 

Yet reeking with your childrens purple life, 

Here glut your eyes with deeper guilt than yours 5 
Here fiercer rage her fiercer rancour pours. 

Your crime was vengeance on the falthlefs fires, 

But here ambition with foul luft confpires. 

’Twas rage of love, O ^ Scylla, urged the knife 
That robb’d thy father of his fated life 5 
Here grofier rage the mother’s breaft inflames. 

And at her guiltlefs fon the vengeance aims ; 

But aims in vain ; her flaughter’d forces yield. 

And the brave youth rides viclor o’er the field. 

No more his fubjefts lift the thirfty fword. 

And the glad realm proclaims the youthful lord. 

But ah, how wild the nobleft tempers fun ! 

His filial duty now forfakes the fon j 

Secluded 


» "T’lc'o-s of lovcy 0 -The Scylla here alluded to was, according 

to fable, the daughter of Nifus king of Megara, who had a purple lock, 
in which lay the fate of his kuigdom, Minos of Crete made war againft 
him, for whom Scylla conceived fo violent a paflion, that Ihe cut off the 
fatal lock while her father ilepf, Minos on this was vidtorious, but rejedled 
the love of the unnatural daughter, who in delpair flung herielf from a 
lock, and in the fail was changed into a lark. 
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Secluded from the day, in clanking chains 
His rage the parent’s aged limbs conftrains. 

Heaven frown’d — Dark vengeance lovv’ring on his brows. 
And flieath’d in brafs the proud Caflilian rofe, 

Refolved the rigour to his daughter Ihewn, 

The battle Ihould avenge, and blood atone. 

A numerous hoft againft the prince he fped. 

The valiant prince his little army led : 

Dire was the ihock j the deep riven helms refound, 

And foes with foes lie grappling on the ground. 

Yet though around the ftripling’s facred head 
By angel hands etherial fliields were fpread ; 

Though glorious triumph on his valour finiled, 

Soon on his van the baffled foe recoil’d : 

With bands more numerous to the field he came. 

His proud heart burning with the rage of fhame. 

And now in turn, Guimaria’s lofty wall, 

That faw his triumph, faw the hero fall : 

Within the town immured, diftrefi: he lay, 

To ftern Caftilia’s fword a certain prey. 

When now the guardian of his infant years, 

The valiant Egas, as a god appears ; 

To proud Cafteel the fuppliant noble bows. 

And faithful homage for his prince he vows. 

The proud Cafteel accepts his honour’d faith. 

And peace fucceeds the dreadful fcenes of deatli. 

Yet well, alas, the generous Egas knew 
His high-foul’d prince to man would never fuc, 


Would 
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Would never l^oop to brook the fcrvile ftain, 

To hold a borrow’d, a dependent reign. 

And no^y with gloomy afpeft rofe the day. 

Decreed the plighted fervile rites to pay j 
When Egas to redeem his faith’s dilgracc 
Devotes himfelf, his fpoufe, and infant race. 

In gowns of white, as fentenced felons clad, 

When to the brake the fons of guilt are led. 

With feet unfiiod they flowly moved along, 

And from their necks the knotted halters hung. 

And now, O king, the kneeling Egas cries. 

Behold my perjured honour’s facrifice : 

If fuch mean viftims can atone thine ire. 

Here let my wife, my babes, myfelf expire; 

If generous bofoms fuch revenge can take, 

Here let them perifli for the father’s fake : 

The guilty tongue, the guilty hands are thefe,. 

Nor let a common death thy wrath appeafe ; 

For us let all the rage of torture burn, 

But to my prince, thy fon, in friendfhip turn. 

He fpoke, and bow’d his proftrate body low. 

As one who waits the lifted fabre’s blow. 

When o’er the block his languid arms are fpread, 
And death, foretaired, whelms the heart with dread. 
So great a leader thus in humbled ftate, 

So firm his loyalty, and zeal fo great, 

The brave Alonzo’s kindled ire fubdued. 

And loft in filent joy the monarch ftood 5 


Then 
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Then gave the hand, and iheath’d the hoftile iVorJ, 
And to iiich honour honour’d peace reftored. 


Oh Lui^lan fakh ! oh seal be3'Ond coin pare i 
What greater danger could the Perhan dare, 

Whofe prince in tears, to view his mangled woe, 

Forgot the joy for Babylon’s P o’erthrow. 

And now the youthful hero fhines in arms, 

The banks of Tagus ecciio war’s alarms ; 

O’er Ourique’s wide campaign his enfigns wave. 

And the proud Saracen to combat brave- 
Though prudence might arraign his fiery rage 
That dared, with one, each hundred fpears engage. 

In heaven’s protecting care his courage lies. 

And heaven, his friend, fuperior force fupplies. 

Five moorifli kings againft him march along, 

Ifmar the nobleft of the armed throng ; 

Yet each brave monarch claim’d the foidier’s name. 

And far o’er many a land was known to fame. 

VOL. II. C In ' 


® And to fucb Lonour tiQ authors of the UmverialKiliory having related 
the flory of Egas, add, All thxs is very plealant and entertaining, but we 
fee ho fufficient reafon to athrm that there is one fy liable of it true.” 

But though hiftory afford no autlientic documeiiL of thU tranfaftion, tra- 
dition, the poet’s authority, is not filent. And the monument of Egaz in 
the monaftery of Paco de Souza, gives it countenance. Egaz and his family 
are there reprefented, in bas relief, in the attitude and garb, fays Caltera, as 
deferibed by Camoens- 

^ —^JBd&yIo/?*s o*ertbrotv , — ^When Darius’ laid fiege to Babylon, one of 
his lords, named Zopyrus, having cut off his nofe and ears, perfuaded the 
enemy that he had received thefe indignities from the cruelty of his mafter. 
Being appointed to a chief command in Babylon, he betrayed the city to 
Darius. Vid. Juflin, 



BOOK m. 


THE lusiad; 

In ail the beauteous glow of blooming years, 
Befide each king a warrior *1 Nymph appears j 
Each v^ith her fword her valiant lover guards. 
With fmiles infpires him, and with fmiles rewards^ 
Such was the valour of the beauteous maid, 
Whofe warlike arm proud Ilion’s fate delay’d : 
Such in the field the virgin warriors fhone. 

Who drank the limpid wave of s Thermodon, 


’Twas mom’s ftill hour, before the dawning grey 
The ftars bright twinkling radiance died away ; 

When lo, rcfplendent in the heaven ferene. 

High o’er the prince the facred crofs was feen ^ 

The godlike prince with faith’s warm glow inflamed. 

Oh, not to me, my bounteous God, exclaim’d. 

Oh, 


^ B&fide each king a nvarnor nymph The Spanish and jportuguefc 

hiftories afford feveral inftanees of the MooriQi chiefs being attended in the 
field of battle by their miftreiles, and of the romantic gallantry and Ama- 
zonian courage of thefe ladies. Where this is mentioned, the name of 
George de Sylveyra ought to be recorded. When tlae Portuguefe allifled 
the king of Melinda againft his enemy of Oja, they gave a fignal defeat 
to the Moors in a foreft of paim trees. In the purfiiit, Sylveyra law a 
Moor leading off a beautiful young woman through a bye path of the wood. 
He purfued, and the Moor perceiving his danger, dilcovered the mofl: vio- 
lent agitation for the lafety of his mi-ftrcl^ whom he entreated to fly while 
he fought his enemy. But (he with equal emotion refufed to leave him, 
and perfifted in the rcfolution to fliare his fate. Sylveyra, ftruck with this 
tender firife of affedion, generoufly left tliem, exclaiming, God forbid that 
my ftuord Jhould interrupt fach love / 

■' the haideoits Penthefiiea, queen of the Amazons, who, after 

having fignalized her valour at the liege of Troy, was killed by Achilles, 

* "Thermodon^^K river of Sc) thia in the country of the Amazons. 



£00K in. 


THE LUSIAD. 


^9 


Oh, not to me, who well thy grandeur know. 

But to the pagan herd thy wonders Ihew ! 

The Lufian hoft, enraptured, mark’d the fign 
That witnefs’d to their chief the aid divine ; 

Right on the foe they fliake the beamy lance. 

And with firm firides, and heaving breafis, adi^ance 5 
Then burft the filence, hail, O king, they cry j 
Our king, our king, the echoing dales reply. 

Fired at the found, with fiercer ardour glows 
The heaven-made monarch ; on the warelefs foes 
Rufliing, he fpeeds his ardent bands along : 

So when the chace excites the ruftic throng, 

Roufed to fierce madnefs by their mingled cries. 

On the wild bull the red-eyed maftiff flies : 

The ftern-brow’d tyrant roars and tears the ground. 

His watchful horns portend the deathful wound j 
The nimble maflifi^, fpringing on the foe. 

Avoids the furious lharpnefs of the blow : 

Now by the neck, now by the gory fides 
Hangs fierce, and all his bellowing rage derides ; 

In vain his eye-balls burn with living fire. 

In vain his noftrils clouds of fmoke refpire ; 

His gorge torn down, down falls the furious prize 
With t hollow thundering found, and raging dies. 

C 2 'Tims 

* It may, perhaps, be agreeable to the reader to fee Homer’s defcriptioa 
©f a bull orerpowcred, astranllated by Pope : 


As 
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Tlius on tiic Moors the Iiero lulli’J along, 

Til’ adoniiliVi Moors in wild confufton throng ; 

■'ilioy fnatch their arms, the haPey trumpet founds^ 

With horrid yell the dread alarm rebounds; 

‘riic warlike tumult maddens o’er the plain, 

As when the flame devours the bearded grain " 

The nightly flames the wliiflliiig winds inipire, 

Fierce through the braky thicket pours the fire : 

Rous’d by the crackling of the mounting blaze. 

From fleep the fliepherds fiart in wild amaze; 

They fnatcli their cloaths with many a woeful cry. 

And fcatter’d devious to the mountains fly. 

Such hidden dread the trembling Moors alarms, 

W ild and confufed they fnatch the neareft arms ; 

Yet flight they fcorn, and eager to engage 

Tiicy fpur their foamy fleeds, and trail: their furious rage : 

Amidil: the horror ef the headlong iliock, 

Witlx foct unflraken as the living rock 
fSiancis the bold Lufian firm ; the purple wounds 
Ciiili horrible, deep groaning rage refounds; 

Reeking 

zi'/Jc/i a lloHy Tujbingfi'om hh dcti, 
dmtJjl the plain of fume ivide-^ivaler df.:^ 
f Where ?iaTnrous oxsn^ as at safe they feed, 

Ai large expatiate dsrf he ranker mead%) 

Leaps on ibc herds before the herdf nan s eyes i 
'The trsmhlbiv herdfman far to dljlance flies ; 

S^nie lordly bidl ( the ref dfpers'dand fed ) 

'tlf firglss oui^ arrefs, and lays hb/t dead, 
fhas front the rage of fove-lihe Hector f. eve 
At I Gt eece ai heaps; hat one heflAd^ andfe^v ; 
iVfysiAar Pu if>has. 


Pope. IL, XV. 
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Reeking behind the Moorifli backs appear 
The Alining point of many a Luflan ipear ; 

The mail-coats, hauberks, and the Iiarnefs ireerd, 

Bruis’d, hackt, and torn, lie fcatter’d o’er die field ; 
Beneath the LuAan fvveepy force o’erthrown, 

CruAi’d by their batter’d mails the wounded groan 5 
Burning with third: they draw their panting breath, 

And curfe their prophet as they writhe in death. 

Arms fever’d from the trunks Aill grafp the ^ fteel, 

Heads gafping roll 5 the fighting fquadrons reel 5 

Fainty 


* — — jllll grafp the Ucl. — is a palla^’c in Xenophon, upon which 
perhaps Camoens had his eye. EttsI Ji 'srec.f>h rrh 

yr,v AifA^cLii 'sri^pv^fA.snvj See. “ When the baitle was over one might cchoid, 
‘‘ through the whole extent of the field, the ground purpled witli blood, 
“ the bodies of friends and enemies Rretched over each otiicr, the ihieiJs 
“ pierced, the ipcars broken, and the drawn fwords, fome fcattered on the 
“ earth, loine plunged in the boibms of the fiain, and fome yet grafped in 

the hands of the dcadfoldiers.’* 

As it was nccefiary in the preface to give a charader of the Fiench trani- 
iation of the Lufiad, fome fuppoit of that charader is necellaiy in the notes. 
To point out every inftance of the unpoelicai tallc of Caitcra, were to give 
his paraphrafe of every fine paflage in Camoens. Kis managi. nieiit of this 
battle will give an idea of his manner; it is therefore tranleribeJ : “ La 
iPortugais heurie impetueeufe^peni les foUats iripKufj les ) en'^erfe d Utif ouvi e le fit a 
coups delutice I on fc rencontre, on fe choque a^vec uns futsfr q:t} ebrunlstuti L’ pmriet 
des monlagnes. La iarre tremble fous les [uii des courjicrs fjagueux ; Vlatpii’^yabls 
Mrinnys •veii das Lleffuras enormes et des coups dgnasd’ alia \ : las gasrriers Je Lvjus ba:~ 
fent, CQUpent, iaillent, enfoncgiit phjlrtus, itrhvuvas, boxslLn, uihaffes et tut hens ; la 
Parque etend fas alles ajfreifei fur les J/LauriiAns, fun expire an niorJani la peuffet e, 
r autre implore la fecours de fan prophets ; tefss, Jaatbas d btas voUnt et bon Ihfent de 
toutes parts, decil napper^oit que vijages eainuris if une palear limna, que carps dJ- 
chires et qu cat rallies palpltaniesP Had Caficra fei ioufly intended to burlefnue 
his author he could fcarceiyhave better fiiccecded. As tranflatlon cannot 
convey a perfed idea of an author’s manner, it Is therefore not attempted. 
^be attack ivas nvith fuih fury that it might Jhale the ips of the moimtuln\i Tills 
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Fainty and weak with languid arms they clofe, 

And ftaggering grapple with the ftaggering foes. 

So when an oak falls headlong oh the lake. 

The troubled waters, flowly fettling, fliake : 

So faints the languid combat on the plain. 

And fettling ftaggers o'er the heaps of flain. 

Again the Lufian fury wakes its fires. 

The terror of the Moors new ftrength infpires ; 

The fcatter’d few in wild confufion fly, 

And total rout refounds the yelling cry. 

Defiled with one wide fheet of reeking gore. 

The verdure of the lawn appears no more : 

In bubbling ftreams the lazy currents run. 

And fhooth red flames beneath the evening fun. 

With fpoils enrich’d, with glorious trophies v crown’d 
The heaven-made fovereign on the battle ground 

Three 


bombaft, and the wretched anticlimax ending with turbans, are not in the 
original; from which indeed' the whole is extremely wide. Had he added 
any poetical image, any flower to the embroidery of his author, the increafe 
of the richnefs of the tifliie w'ould have rendered his work more pleaflng. 
It was therefore his intereft to do fo. But it was not in the feelings of Caf- 
tcra, to tranflate theLufiad with the fpirit of Camoens. 

> glorious trophies crtrwfid. — This memorable battle was fought 

in the plains of Ourique, in 1139. The engagement lafled fix hours ; the 
Moors were totally louted with incredible flaughter. On the field of battle, 
Alonzo was proclaimed king of Portugal. The Portuguefe writers have 
given many fabulous accounts of this viaory. Some affirm, that the Moor- 
ifh army amounted to 380,000; others, 480,000, and others fwell it to 
600,000 ; whereas Don Alonzo’s did not exceed 13,000. Miracles muft alfo 
be added. Alonzo, they tell us, being in great perplexity, fat down to 
comfort his mind by the perufal of the Holy Scriptures. Having read the 
flory of Gideon^ he funk into a deep fieep, in whicla he faw a very old man 

in 
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Three days encampt, to reft his weary train, 

Whofe dauntlefs valour drove the Moors from Spain* 
And now in honour of the glorious day. 

When five proud monarchs fell his vanquifhM 

On 

in a remarkable drefs come into bis tent, and affure him of vi^lory. His 
chamberlain coming in, waked him, and told him there was an old man very- 
importunate to fpeak with him. Bon Alonzo ordered him to be brought 
in, and no fooner law him than he knew him to be the old man whom he 
had feen in his dream. This venerable perfon acquainted him, that he was 
a hOierman, and had led a life of penance for lixty years on an adjacent 
fock, where it had been revealed to him, that if the Count marched his army 
the next morning, as fbon as he heard a certain bell ring, he Ihould receive 
the ftrongeft alTurance of vi£lory. Accordingly, at the ringing of the bell, 
the Count put his army in motion, and fuddcnly beheld in the eaftern Iky, 
the figure of the crofs, and Chrift upon it, who promiled him a complete 
viaory, and commanded him to accept the title of king, if it was ofTered 
him by the army. The ^me writers add, that as a /landing memorial of 
this miraculous event. Bon Alonzo changed the arms which his father had 
given, of a crois azure in a field argent, for five efcutcheons, each charged 
with five bezants, in memory of the five wounds of Chrift. Others aflert, 
that he gave in a field argent five efcutcheons azure, in the form of a croft, 
each charged with five bezants argent, placed ftlterwife, with a point fable, 
in memory of the five wounds he himfelf received, and of five Mooriih 
kings flaiu in the battle. There is an old record, iaid to be written by Bon. 
Alonzo, in which the ftory of the vifion is related upon his majefty’s oath. 
The Spanifli critics, however, have diftovered many inconfiftencies in it. 
They find the language intermixed with phrafes not then in ufe : it bears 
the date of the year of our Lord, at a time when that sera had not been 
introduced into Spain ; and John, bifhop of Coimbra, figns as a wdtnefs be- 
fore John, Metropolitan of Braja, which is contrary to ecclefiaftical rule. 
Theft circumftances, however, are not mentioned to prove the faifehood of 
the vifion, but to vindicate the charafter of Don Alonzo from any fhare in 
the oath which pafles under his name. The truth Is, the Portugueft were 
always unwilling to pay any homage to the king of Caftile. They adorned 
the battle which gave birth to their monarchy, with miracle, and the new 
fovereignty with a command from heaven, circumftances extremely agreea- 
ble both to the military pride, and the fuperftition of theft times. The 
regal dignity and conftitution of the monarchy, however, were not fttticd 

till 
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On his broad buckler, unadorn’d before, 

Placed as a crofs, five azure fhields he w wore, 

In 

till about fix years after the battle of Ourique, For mankind, fay the au- 
thors of the Univeifal Hiftory, were not then fo ignorant and barbarous, 
as to fulTer a change of government to be made without any farther cere- 
mony, than a tumultuous huzza. An account of the coronation of the 
hi ft king of Portugal, and the principles of liberty which then prevailed in 
that kingdom, arc worthy of our attention. The arms of Don Alonzi# 
having been attended with great fuccejs, in 1145, he called an aftembly of 
the prelates, nobility, and commons, at LaiKego, V/hen tiic afIcmbJy opened;, 
he appeared, feated on the* chronc, but witliout any other marks’ of regal 
dignity. Laurchce Vu'vr.is then derranded of the afl'cnddy, whetlter, ac- 
cording to tile cledion on the held of battle at Otnique^ and the briefs of 
pope Eugenius ilT. they chuled to have Don Alon-zo Enriquez, for their king I* 
To this they anAvered they were willing. He then demanded, if they de- 
fired the monarchy fhould be ele£Hve or hercditaiy. They declared their 
intention to be, that the crown fliould defeend to the heirs male of Alonzo^ 
Extreme dc Vkgas then allied, « Is it your plcafurc that he be invefred with 
the enfigns of royalty.?” He was anfwercd in the affiimative ;,and the arch- 
bUhop of Erag.t placed the crown upon his head, the king having his fword 
drawn in his hand. As foon as crowned, Alonzo thus addrcllcd the alTem- 
bly : ElelTed be God, who has always aflifted me, and has enabled me, 
with this fword, to deliver you fiom all your enemies. I lhall ever wear 
it for your defence. You have made me a king, and it is but juft that 
** you Ihouid fliarc with me in taking care of the ftate. I am your king, 
and as ftich let us make laws to feciire the happineft of this kingdom.” 
Eighteen fiiort ftatutes w^ere then framed, and aflentcd to by the people. 
Laurence de Viegas at length propofed the great queftion, Wliether it was 
their pleafure that the king fhould go to Leon^ to do homage, and pay tribute 
to that prince, or to any other. On this, every man drawing bis fword, 
cried with a loud voice, “ We are free, and our king is free; we ewe our ii- 
“ berty to our courage. If the king fliall at any time fubmit to fuch an a)^, 
he deferves death, and fhall not reign either over u.s, or among us.” The 
king then fifing up, approved this declaration, and declared, That if any of 
his defeendants confented to fuch a fubmiflion, he v/as unwoithy to fuccecd, 
Ihould be reputed incapable of wearing the crown, and that the eie^lioii of 
another fovercign Ihould immediately take place. 

w tianflation of this is curious. He 

is literal in the ctrcamftanccs, but the deinfements marked in Italic are his 

fn 


own : 
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In grateful memory of the heavenly fign, 

The pledge of conqueft by the aid divine. 

Nor long his faulchion in the fcabbard flept, 

His warlike arm increafing laurels reapt : 

From Leyra’s walls the baffled Ifmar flies. 

And ftrong Arroncha falls his conquer’d prize ; 

That honour’d town^ through whofe Elyflan groves 
Thy fmooth and limpid wave, O Tagus, roves. 

Th’ illuftrious Santarene coiifefl: his power, 

And vanquifli’d Mafra yields her proudeft tower. 

The Lunar mountains faw his troops difplay 
Their marching banners and their brave array ; 

To him fubmits fair Cintra’s cold domain. 

The foothing refuge of the Nayad train. 

When love’s fweet fnares the pining nymphs would flrun : 
Alas, in vain from warmer climes they run : 

The cooling fhades awake the young defires, 

And the cold fountains cherifli love’s foft fires. 

And 


In thefe five fhicids he paints Uic rccompcms 

( Os trlnta dinhelros i the thirty denarii, lays Camoens.) 

For which the Lord was fold, in various ink 

W ritinv his hyiory, who did difpcnle 

Such favour to him, more then heart could think. 

(Writing the remembrance of him, by whom he was favoured, in various 
colours. Camoens.) 

In every of the five he paints ^wt-fence 
So fums the thirty hy a cmqve-fohl cinque 
Accounting that which is the center, twice, 

Of the five cinques, which he doth place crofs-wife. 
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And thou, famed Lifboa, whofe embattled wall 
Rofe by the ^ hand that wrought proud Ilion’s fall 5 
Thou queen ^ of cities, whom the feas obey. 

Thy dreaded ramparts ownM the hero's fway. 

Far from the north a warlike navy bore 

From Elbe, from Rhine, and Albion's mifty Ihore, 

To refeue Salem's long-polluted flirine ; 

Their force to great Alonzo's force they join : 

Before Ulyilcs' walls the navy rides, 

The joyful Tagus laves their pitchy iides. 

Five times the moon her empty horns conceal'd. 

Five times her broad effulgence flione reveal'd. 

When, vrrapt in clouds of dull, her mural pride 
Falls thundering, — black the fmoaklng breach yawns wide. 

As 

ly the tradition, that Li/boii was built by Ulyfles, and 

thence called Olyjppolhy is as common as that (and of equal authority with 
it) which fays, that Brute landed a colony of Trojans in England, and gave 
the name of Britannia to the ifland, 

y ^bou queen of cities ...- T he conqueft of Lifbon was of the utmoft im- 

portance to the infant monarchy. It is one of the fineft ports in the 
world, and ere the invention of cannon, was of great ftrength. The old 
Moorilh wail was flanked by feventy-feven towers, was about fix miles in 
length, and fourteen in circumference. When befieged by Don Alonzo, 
according to feme, it was garrifoned by an army of 300,000 men. This, 
not to fay impoffible, is highly incredible. That it was ftrong, however, 
and well garrifoned, is certain. It is alio certain, that Alonzo owed the 
conqueft of it to a fleet of adventurers, who were going to the Holy Land, 
the greateft part of whom were Englilh. One Udal ap Mys^ in his tour 
through Portugal fays, that Alonzo gave them Almada, on the fide of the 
Tagus oppofite to LiJfbon, and that T^lla Franca was peopled by them, 
which they called Cornualla, either in honour of their native country, or from 
the rich meadows in its neighbourhood, where imixicnfe herds of caltlc are 
kept, as in the Englilh Cornwall. 
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As when th’ imprifon’d waters burft the mounds. 

And roar, wide fweeping, o’er the cultured grounds j 
Nor cot nor fold withftand their furious courfe ; 

So headlong rufh’d along the hero’s forcco 
The thirft of vengeance the aflailants fires, 

The madnefs of defpair the Moors infpires ; 

Each lane, each ftreet refounds the conflidl’s roar. 

And every trefliold reeks with tepid gore. 

Thus fell the city, whofe unconquer’d • towers 
Defy’d of old the banded Gothic powers, 

Whofe harden’d nerves in rigorous climates train’d 
The favage courage of their fouls fuftain’d j 
Before whofe fword the fons of Ebro fled. 

And Tagus trembled in his oozy bed ; 

Aw’d by whofe arms the lawns of Betis’ fhore 
The name Vandalia from the Vandals bore. 

When Lifboa’s towers before the Lufian fell. 

What fort, what rampart might his arms repell ! 
Eftremadura’s region owns him lord. 

And Torres-vedras bends beneath his fword ; 

Obidos humbles, and Alamquer yields, 

Alamquer famous for her verdant fields, 

Whofe murmuring rivulets cheer the traveller’s way. 

As the chill waters o’er the pebbles ftray. 

Elva 

^-^Uttconquer'd This aflertion of Camoeas is not without foun- 

dation, for it was by trcacheiy that Herimeneric, the Goth, got po/TclIion 
of Lifbon. 
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Elva the green, and Moura’s fertile dales, 

Fair Serpa’s tillage, and Alcazar’s vales 
Not for liimfelf the MoorijGb peafant fows ; 

For Lufian hands the yellow harvell glows : 

And you, fair lawns, beyond the Tago’s wave. 

Your golden burdens for Alonzo fave 5 

Soon fhall his thundering might your wealth reclaim. 

And your glad valleys hail their monarch’s name. 

Nor deep his captains while the fovereign wars ; 

The brave Giraldo’s fcvord in conqueft fliares ; 

Evora’s frowning walls, the caftled hold 
Of that proud Roman chief, and rebel bold, 

Sertorius dread, whofe labours ftill * remain ; 

Two hundred arches, ftretch’d in length, fuftain 
The marble duft, where, gliftening to the fun. 

Of filver hue the fliining waters run. 

Evora’s frowning walls now fliake with fear. 

And yield obedient to Giraldo’s fpear. 

Nor refls the monarch while his fervants toil, 

Around him ftill increafing trophies fmile. 

And dcathlefs fame repays the haplefs fate 
I'hat gives to human life fo Qiort a date. 

Proud Beja’s caftled walls his fury ftorms, 

And one red flaughter every lane deforms. 

The 


a zvUj)- lahcvrs JiHl — The aqiiediitT: of Sertorius, here mcati- 

MK d, is one of the grandcli remains of antiquity. It was repaired by John 
lil. of Portugal, about A. D. 15 40. 
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The ghofts, whofe mangled limbs, yet fcarcely cold, 
Heapt fad Trancofo’s ftreets in carnage roll’d, 
Appeafed, the vengeance of their daughter fee, 

And hail th’ indignant king’s fevere decree. 

Palmela trembles on her mountain’s height, 

And fea-laved Zambra owns the hero’s migh.t. 

Nor thefe alone confeft his happy ftar. 

Their fated doom produced a nobler war. 

Badaja’s king, an haughty Moor, beheld 
His towns befieged, and hafted to the lield. 

Four thoufand courfers in his army neigh’d. 
Unnumber’d fpears his infantry difplay’d ; 

Proudly they march’d, and glorious to behold. 

In diver belts they fhone, and plates of gold. 

Along a mountain’s fide fecure they trod ; 

Steep on each hand, and rugged was the road ; 
When as a bull, whofe luftfui veins betray 
The maddening tumult of infpiring May ; 

If, when his rage with fierceft ardour glows, 

When in the fhade the fragrant heifer lows. 

If then perchance his jealous burning eye 
Behold a carelefs traveller wander by. 

With dreadful bellowing on the wretch he flies ; 
The wretch defenceiefs torn and trampled dies.. 

So ruffl’d Alonzo on the gaudy train. 

And pour’d vidlorious o’er the mangled flain ; 

The royal Moor precipitates in flight ; 

The mountain echoes with the wild aflright 
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Of flying fquadronsj down theii- arms they throwj 
And dafli from rock to rock to flmn the foe. 

The foe ! what wonders may not virtue dare ! 

But fixty b horfcmen waged the conquering wan 
The warlike monarch ftill his toil renews ; 

New conqueft ftill each victory purfues. 

To him Badaja’s lofty gates expand. 

And the wide region owns his dread command* 

When now enraged proud Leon’s king beheld 
Thofe walls fubdued which faw his troops expell’d 5 
Enraged he faw them own the viftor’s fway. 

And hems them round with battalous array. 

With generous ire the brave Alonzo glows. 

By heaven unguarded, on the numerous foes 
He ruflies, glorying in his wonted force. 

And fpurs with headlong rage his furious horfe $ 

The combat burns, the ihorting courfer bounds. 

And paws impetuous by the iron mounds : 

O’er gafping foes and founding bucklers trod 
The raging fteed, and headlong as he rode 
Dafli’d the fierce monarch on a rampire bar — 

Low groveling in the duft, the pride of war. 

The great Alonzo lies. The captive’s fate 
Succeeds, alas, the pomp of regal ftate. 

«« Let iron dafli his limbs,’’ his mother cried. 

And fteel revenge my chains Ihe (poke, and died ; 

And 


^ £ui/txiy The hiftory' of this battle wants authenticity. 
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And heaven aflented — ^Now the hour was come, 

And the dire curfe was fallen Alonzo’s « doom. 

No more, O Pompey, of thy fate complain. 

No more with forrow view thy glory’s ftain ; 

Though thy tall ftandards tower’d with lordly pride 
Where northern Phalis rolls his icy tide ; 

Though hot Syene, where the fun’s fierce ray 
Begets no fhadow, own’d thy conquering fway j 
Though from the tribes that fhiver in the gleam 
Of cold Bootes’ watery gliftening team. 

To thofe who parch’d beneath the burning line. 

In fragrant fliades their feeble limbs recline, 

The various languages proclaim’d thy fame, 

And trembling own’d the terrors of thy name ; 

Though rich Arabia, and Sarmatia bold, 

And Colchis, famous for the fleece of gold ; 

Though 


• — As already obferved, there is no authentic proof that 
Don Alonzo ufed fuch feverity to his mother as to put her in chains. Bran* 
dan iays it was reported that Don Alonzo was horn with both his legs grow^- 
ing together, and that he was cured by the prayers of his tutor Egas Nuuh 
a legendary as this may appear, this however is deducible from it, that 
from his birth there was fomething amifs about his legs. When he was pri- 
foner to hisfon-in-law Don Eernando king of Leon, he recovered his liberty 
ere his leg, which was frafhired in the battle, was reftored to ftrength, on 
condition that as ibon as he was able to mount on horfeback, he ihould 
come to Leon^ and in perfon do homage for his dominions. This condition, 
fo contrary to his coronation agreement, he found means to avoid. He 
would never more mount on horfeback, but on pretence of lamenefs, ever 
after afFefted to ride in acalafli. This, his natural, and afterward political, 
infirmity, theluperftitioas of thofe days aferibed to the curfesof his mother. 
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Though Judah's land, whole facred rices implored 
The one true God, and, as he taught, adored ; 
Though Cappadocians realm thy mandate fway’d. 
And bafe Sophenia’s fons thy nod obey’d ; 

Though vext Cilicias pirates wore thy bands. 

And thofe who cultured fair Armenia’s lands, 
ViThere from the facred mount tvm rivers flow. 
And what was Eden to the pilgrim flrew ; 

Though from the vaft Atlantic’s bounding wave 
To where the northern tempefts howl and rave 
Round Taurus’ lofty brows : though vaft and wide 
The various climes that bended to thy pride j 
No more with pining anguifh of regret 
Bewail the horrors of Pharfalia’s fate : 

For great Alonzo, whofe fuperior name 
Unequaird viftcries confign to fame, 

The great Alonzo fell — like thine his woe j 
From nuptial kindred came the fatal blow. 

When now the hero, humbled in the duft. 

His crime atoned, confeft that heaven was juft, 
Again in fplendor he the throne afeends : 

Again his bow the Moorifli chieftain bends. 

Wide round th’ embattled gates of Santeraen 
Their ftiining fpears and banner’d moons are feen. 
But holy rites the pious king preferr’d 5 
The martyr’s bones on Vincent’s cape interr’d. 


(His 
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(His fainted name the cape fhall ever bear) 

To Lifboa’s walls he brought with votive care. 

And now the monarch, old and feeble grown, 

Refigns the faulchion to his valiant fon. 

O^’er Tago’s waves the youthful hero paft. 

And bleeding hofls before him fhrunk aghaft ; 

Choak'd with the flain, with moorifh carnage dy’d, 
Sevilla’s river roll’d the purple tide. 

Burning for viftory the warlike boy 
Spares not a day to thoughtlefs reft or joy. 

Nor long his wifti unfatisfied remains : 

With the bcftegers’ gore he dyes the plains 
That circle Beja’s wall; yet ftill untamed. 

With all the fierccnefs of defpair inflamed, 

The raging Moor colledls his diftant might ; 

Wide from the fhores of Atlas’ ftarry height, 

From Amphelufia’s cape, and Tingia’s bay, 

Where ftern Antseus held his brutal fway, 

, The Mauritanian trumpet founds to arms. 

And Juba’s realm returns the hoarfe alarms ; 

The fwarthy tribes in burnifti’d armour fliine. 

Their warlike march Abeyla’s fhephcrds join. , 

The great ^ Mirainolin on Tago’s ihores 

Far o’er the coaft his banner’d tlioufands pours *, 

VOL. II. D Twelve 


^ Tu quoque Uticrihas nqjtris, Mneia nutrlx^ 

Sternum mGriens famam^ Cdieta, dedijiL VlIlG. Vll. 

c Miramolin ^ — not the name of a peifon, but a title, ZGldatu 

The Arabs call it Emir-aimoumini, the emperor oj tbefdthfuL 



THE LXJSIAD. 


BOOK, an. 


34 

Twelve kings and one beneath his enfigns ftand. 

And wield their fabres at his dread command. 

The plundering bands far round the region hafte. 
The mournful region lies a naked wafte. 

And now enclofed in Santareen's high towers 
The brave Don Sanco fliuns th’ unequal powers 5 
A thoufand arts the furious Moor purfues, 

And ceafelefs ftill the fierce afiault renews. 

Huge clefts of rock, from horrid engines whirFd, 

In fmouldering volleys on the town are hurl’d ; 

The brazen rams the lofty turrets fibake. 

And, mined beneath, the deep foundations quake ; 
But brave Alonzo’s fon, as danger grows, 

His pride inflamed, with rifing courage glows 5 
Each coming ftorm of miflile darts he wards. 

Each nodding turret, and each port he guards. 

In that fair city, round whofe verdant meads 
The branching river of Mondego fpreads. 

Long worn vrith warlike toils, and bent with years 
The king repofed, when Sanco’s fate he hears. 

His limbs forget the feeble fteps of age. 

And the hoar warrior burns with youthful rage. 

His daring veterans, long to conqueft train’d ; 

He leads — the ground with Moorifli blood is ftain’d 5 
' T urbans, and robes of various colours wrought. 

And fliiver’d Ipcars in flireaming carnage float. 

Ill harnefs gay lies many a weltering fteed. 

And low in duft the groaning mafters bleed. 


As 
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As proud MiramoHn in horror fled, 

Don Sanco’s javelin ftretch’d him with the dead. 

In wild difmay, and torn with gulhing wounds 
The rout wide fcatter’d fly the Lufian bounds. 

Their hands to heaven the joyful vidtors raife. 

And every voice rcfounds the fong of praife j 
Nor was it ftumbling chance, nor human might, 

’Twas guardian heaven," they fung, ^^thatruled the fight 

This blifsful day Alonzo’s glories crown’d j 
But pale difeafe gave now the fecret wound ; 

Her icy hand his feeble limbs invades, 

And pining languor through his vitals fpreads. 

The glorious monarch to the tomb defcends, 

A nation’s grief the funeral torch attends. 

Each winding fhore for thee, Alonzo, ^ mourns, 

Alonzo’s name each wofiil bay returns 5 
For thee the rivers figh their groves among, 

And funeral murmurs wailing, roll along ; 

Their fwelling tears o’erflow the wide campaign 5 
With floating heads, for thee, the yellow grain, 

D 2 

^ Each binding Jhore for thee^ Alonzo^ mourns this poetical exclamation, 
expreflive of the forrow of Portugal on the death of Alonzo, Camoens has 
happily imitated fomepafiagesof Virgil. 

— — Ipfe tcy 7ityrey pinus, 

Ipft Uf antes ^ ipfa hac arhufa vocabani. Eci.. I» 

■ Eurydicen vox ipfa ei frigida lingua^ 

Ah mifetam Eurydicen ^anima fugimie^ •oocabats 

Eurydicen toto referebant famine ripa. G, iv. 

littus^ Hyla^ Hyla^ omne fonaret* Ecl. vi. 
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For tliec the willow bowers and copfes weep, 

As their tall boughs lie trembling on the deep 5 
Adown the ftreams the tangled vine-leaves flow, 

And all the landfcape wears the lock of woe. 

Thus o’er the wondering world thy glories fpread. 

And thus thy mournful people bow the head ; 

While ftill, at eve, each dale Alonzo flghs. 

And, Oh, Alonzo ; every hill replies ; 

And ftill the mountain echoes trill the lay. 

Till blufliing morn brings on the noifefui daj'. 

The youthful Saiico to the throne fucceeds, 

Already far renown’d for valorous deeds ; 

Let Bells tinged with blood his prowefs tell, 

And Beja’s lawLS, where boaftful Afric fell. 

Nor left, when king, liis martial ardour glows. 

Proud Syh'cs’ royal walls his troops ciiclofe : 

Fair Sylves’ lawms the jMoorlfli peafant plough’d. 

Her vineyards cultured, and her valleys fow’d ; 

But Iiii]>oa’s monarch rcapt. The winds of heaven 
Roar’d high — and headlong by the tempefl: driven, 

In Tago's breail a gallant navy fought 

'File iiiekering port, and § glad afiiftance brought. 

The 


s jnuvL^J ajf^h^ce brought ^The Foitiigucfc, in tiicir wars with 

rhe Moors were ieveral ti:mes aflifted the Enolifii and German cruladers. 
Ill tlie pre rent iiillance, the fleet was niolHy Englifli, the troops of which 
nation were, according to agreement, rewarded with the plunder, wliich was 
exceeding rich* of the city of Silves, dc hcon as ennkas das Rsisis 
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The warlike crew, hy Frederick the Red, 

To refcue Judah’s proftrate land were led 5 
V/hen Guido’s troops, by burning thirfl: fubdued, 

To Saladine the foe for mercy fued. 

Their vows were holy, and the caufc the lame. 

To blot from Europe’s Hiores the Moorifli name. 

In Sanco’s caufe the gallant navy joins. 

And royal Sylves to their force refigns. 

Thus fent by heaven a foreign naval band 
Gave Lifboa’s ramparts to the fire’s command. 

Nor Moorifn trophies did alone adorn 
The hero’s name ; In warlike camps though born, 

Though fenced with mountains, Leon’s maitlal race 
Smile at the battle-fign, yet foul difgrace 

To 

** To Saladine the foe for mercy fued,-^ln the reign of Guido, the laft Chriftian 
icing of Jemfaleni, the ftreams which Ibpplied his army with water were 
cut oiF by Saladine, the victorious Mamaluke; by w’hich means Guido*s army 
was reduced to fubmiflion. During tlie crufadts, the fountains w'hicli fup- 
plied the Chriftians had been often perveiied and poifoned ; and it was be- 
lieved that fome lepers, w ho had been turned out of the Chriftian camp, 
affifted the enemy by magical arts, in thus deftroying them. Hence it was 
allb believed, that every wretch afflicted with the leprofy was a ma^cian, 
and that by magic they held an univeriai intelligence with one another over 
the whole world, on purpofe to injure the Chrifti&n caufe. On this opinion, 
thefe unhappy objects of compaffion w'crc porlecuted throughout Europe : 
Several of them were condemned, and burnt at Paris ; and where they ex- 
perienced lefs feverity, they were turned out of the hofpitals erefted for 
their reception. It Hands upon authentic record, that the poor old lepers 
of St. Bartholomew’s hofpital in ijhie vicinage of Oxford, w'erc feverely per- 
fecuted for poifoning the fountains near Jeruialem, Such were the grols 
opinions of mankind, ere enlightened and civilized by the intercourfe of 
commerce.— Fox, Martyr. j>, 364. AnnaL Mon. Erinton. Ox. p. 13. 
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To Leon’s haughty fons his fword atchieved ; 

Proud Tui’s neck his fervilc yoke received ; 

And far around falls many a wealthy town, 

O valiant Sanco, humbled to thy frown. 

While thus his laurels flourifli’d wide and fair. 

He dies : Alonzo reigns, his much-loved heir. 

Alcazar lately conquer’d by the Moor, 

Reconquer’d, ftreams "with the defenders’ gore. 

Alonzo dies ; another Sanco reigns : 

Alas, with many a figh the land complains ! 

Unlike his fire, a vain unthinking boy. 

His fervants now a jarring fway enjoy. 

As his the power, his were the crimes of thofe 
Whom to difpenfe that facred power he chofe. 

By various counfels waver’d and confufed. 

By feeming friends, by various arts abufed j 
Long undetermined, blindly rafh at laft. 

Enraged, unmann’d, untutor’d by the paft. 

Yet not like Nero, cruel and unjufl:. 

The flave capricious of unnatural lufl: : 

Nor had he fmiled had flames confumed his Troy 5 
Nor could his people’s groans afford him joy j 
Nor did his woes from female manners Ipring, 

Unlike the ^ Syrian, or Sicilia’s king. 

No 


* the Syrian ■ ' S ardinapalus. 
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No hundred cooks has coftly meal prepared, 

As heapt the board when Rome’s proud tyrant ^ fared : 
Nor dared the artift hope his ear to gain, 

By new-form’d arts to point the 1 flings of pain. 

But proud and high the Lufian fpirit foar’d, 

And alk’d a godlike hero for their Lord. 

To none accuftom’d but an hero’s fway. 

Great muft he be whom that bold race obey. 


Complaint, loud murmur’d, every city fills, 

Complaint, loud echoed, murmurs through the hills. 
Alarm’d, Bolonia’s warlike Earl ^ awakes, 

And from his liftlefs brother’s minions takes 

The 


k ... . ..I !■— When Rome's proud tyrant ^rV.— Heliogabalus, infamous for his 

gluttony. 

* By neiv^/orm'd arts to point the Jilngs of Alluding to the flory of 

Phalaris, 

“ — — Bolonlas •warlike jEdfr/— — Camoens, who was quite an enthufiaft 
for the honour of his country, has in this inftance difguifed the truth of hii^ 
tory. Don Sancho was by no means the weak prince here reprefented, nor 
did the miferies of his reign proceed from himlelf. The clergy were the 
foie authors of his and the public calamities. The Roman lee was then in 
the height of its power, which it exerted in the moft tyrannical manner. The 
eccleliaftical courts had long claimed the foie right to try the eccleliaftics ; 
and to prohibit a prieft to fay mafs for a twelvemonth, was by the brethren, 
his judges, efteemed a fufficient punilhment for murder, or any other capital 
crime. Alonzo II. the father of Don Sancho, attempted to eflablifh the 
authority of the king’s courts of juftice over the offending clergy. For this 
the archbifhop of Braga excommunicated Gonzalo Mendez, the chancellor ; 
and Honorius the pope excommunicated the king, and put his dominions un- 
der an interdidl. The exterior offices of religion were fufpended, the vul- 
gar fell into the utmoft diflblutenefs of manners ; Mahommedifin made 
great advances, and public confulion every where prevailed. By this po- 
licy the holy church conftrained the nobility to urge the king to a full lub- 

miffion 
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The awful fceptre. — Soon was joy reftored, 

And foon, by juft fucceflion, Lilboa’s lord. 

Beloved, Alonzo named the bold, he reigns ; 

Nor may the limits of his fire^s domains 
Confine his mounting fpirit. When he led 
His fmiling confort to the bridal bed, 

Algarbia's realm, he cried, fliall prove^fhy dower, 

And foon Algarbia conquer’d own^d his power. 

The vanquifh’d Moor with total rout expeird. 

All Lufus’ ihores his might unri vail’d held. 

And now brave Diniz reigns, whofe noble fire 
Befpoke the genuine lineage of his fire. 

Now heavenly peace wide waved her olive bough. 

Each vale difpIayM the labours of the plough 
And fmiled with joy : the rocks on every fhore 
Refound the dafliing of the mcrchant-oar. 

Wife laws are form’d, and conftitutions weigh’d. 

And the deep-rooted bafe of empire laid. 

Not 


miifion to the papal chair. While a ncgociaiion for this purpofe was on 
foot, Alonzo died, and left iiis fon to ftrugglc with an enraged and power- 
ful clergy. Don Sancho was juft, affable, brave, and an enamoured huf- 
band. On this laft virtue faction firft fixed its envenomed fangs. TJie 
queen was accufed of arbitiary influence over her hufband, and, according 
to the luperftition of that age, ftie was believed to have difturbedhis fcnfe& 
by an inchanted draught- Such of the nobility as declared in the king’s fa- 
vour, were ftiginatized, and rendered odious, as the creatures of the queen. 
The confufions which enfued were fomented by Alonzo, carl of Bologne, 
the king’s brother, by whom the. king was accufed as the author of them. 
In fliorc, by the aflSftancc of the dergy, and pope Innocent IV. Sancho was 
cepofed, and foon after he died at Toledo. The beautiful queen, Donna 
Mcficia, wasfeizedasaprifoner, and conveyed away by one Haymonl PoHc* 
farrercy and was never heard of more. Such are the triumphs of faction i 
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Not Ammon’s fon with larger heart beftow’d. 

Nor fuch the grace to him the mufes owed. 

From Helicon the mufes wing their way 5 
Mondego’s flowery banks invite their flay.. 

Now Coimbra fliines Minerva’s proud abodes 
And fired with joy, Parnailus’ bloomy god 
Beholds another dear-loved Athens rife, 

And fpread her laurels in indulgent fkies s 
Her wreath of laurels ever green he twines 
With threads of gold, and Baccaris ^ adjoins. 

Here caftle walls in warlike grandeur lour. 

Here cities fwell and lofty temples tower : 

In wealth and grandeur each with other vies j 
When old and loved the parent-monarch dies. 

His fon, alas, remifs in filial deeds, 

But wife in peace and bold in fight, fucceeds. 

The fourth Alonzo : ever arm’d for war 
He views the ftern Caftilc with watchful care. 

Yet when the Lybian nations* croft the main. 

And fpread their thoufands o’er the fields of Spain, 

The brave Alonzo drew his awful fteel 
And fprung to battle for the proud Caftile. 

When Babel’s haughty queen unflieath’d the fword. 
And o’er Hydafpes’ lawns her legions pour’d ; 

When 

u Jggjggri f— M .. ..■■■■or lady’s glove;^ an herb to which the druids and 

ancient poets aferibed magical virtues. 

■' Buccare fronUm 

Chigitej^ ne vatl noceat mala lingua fuiuro* 


ViRG. Eel. vir. 
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When dreadful Attila^ to whom was • given 
That fearful name, the Scourge of angry heaven, 

The fields of trembling Italy o"er-ran 

With many a Gothic tribe and northern clan j 

Not fuch unnumber’d banners then were feen, 

As now in fair Tartefia’s dales convene j 
Numidia’s bow and Mauritania’s fpear, 

And all the might of Hagar’s race was here ; 

Granada’s mongrels join their numerous hoft, 

To thofe who dared the feas from Lybia’s coaft. 

Awed by the fury of fuch ponderous force 
The proud Caftilian tries each hoped refource ; 

Yet not by terror for himfelf infpired. 

For Spain he trembled, and for Spain was fired. 

His much-loved bride his meffenger he ^ fends, 

A 

And to the hoftile Lufian lowly bends. 

The much-loved daughter of the king implored. 

Now fues her father for her wedded lord. 

The beauteous dame approach’d the palace gate, 

Where her great fire was throned in regal ftatc : 

On her fair face deep-fettled grief appears, 

And her mild eyes are bathed in gliftening tears ; 

Her 


® When dreadful Aitila—A king of the Huns, furnamed, the Scourge of 
God. He lived in the fifth centur)*'. He may be reckoned among the 
greateft of barbarous conquerors. 

P Hk mucb-lo-ved bride— -dXhe princefs Mary. She was a lady of great 
beauty and virtue, but was exceedingly iU ufed by her hufband, who was vio- 
lently attached to his mifireJfles, though he owed his crown to the alllflaiice 
of his father-in-law, die kingof Portugal. 
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Her carelefs ringlets, as a mourner’s, flow 
Adown her Ihoulders and her breafts of fnow : 
A fecret tranfport through the father ran, 
While thus, in fighs, the royal bride began : 


And know’ft thou not, O warlike king, flie cry’d. 
That furious Afric pours her peopled tide, 

Her barbarous nations o’er the fields of Spain ? 

Morocco’s lord commands the dreadful train. 

Ne’er fince the furges bathed the circling coaft, 

Beneath one ftandard march’d fo dread an hoft ; 

Such the dire fiercenefs of their brutal rage. 

Pale are our braveft youth as palfied age : 

By night our fathers’ lhades confefs their ^ fear. 

Their flirieks of terror from the tombs we hear : 

To ftem the rage of thefe unnumber’d bands, 

Alone, O fire, my gallant hufband ftands j 
His little hoft alone their breafts oppofe 
To the barb’d darts of Spain’s innumerous foes : 

Then hafte, O monarch, thou whofe conquering fpear 
Has chill’d Malucca’s fultry waves with fear •, 

Hafte to the refcue of diftrefs’d Caftile, 

(Oh ! be that fmile thy dear aiFciStion’s feal !) 

And 

^ By night our fathers Jhades confefs their Camoens fays, “ A mottos faz 

efpanto,” to give this elegance in Englifli required aparaphrafe. There is 
fomething wildly great, and agreeable to the fuperftition of that age, to fup- 
pofe that the dead were troubled in their graves, on the approach of fo ter- 
rible an army. The French tranflator, contrary to the original, aferibes this 
terror to the ghoft of only one prince ; by which, this ftroke of Camdens, 
in the fpirit of Shakefpeare, is greatly reduced. 
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And fpeed, 1117 father, ere my hufband^s fate 
Be fixt,- and I, deprived of regal ftate. 

Be left in captive folitude forlorn. 

My fpoufe, my kingdom, and my birth to mourn. 

In tears, and trembling, fpoke the filial qiieen : 

So loft in grief was lovely Venus feen. 

When Jove, her fire, the beauteous mourner pray’d 
To grant her wandering fon the promifed aid. 

Great Jove was moved to hear the fair deplore. 

Gave all ihe afi^’d, and grieved fire alk’d no more. 

So grieved Alonzo’s noble heart. And now 
The warrior binds in fteel his awful brow ; 

The glittering fquadrons march in proud array, 

On burnifh’d fliields the trembling fun-beams play : 

The blaze of arms the warlike rage infpires, 

And wakes from flothful peace the hero’s fires. 

With trampling hoofs Evora’s plains rebound, 

And fprightly neighings echo far around j 
Far on each fide the clouds of dull arife. 

The drum’s rough rattling rolls along the ikies 5 
The trumpet’s ihrilly clangor founds alarms, 

And each heart burns, and ardent pants for arms. 

Where their bright blaze the royal enfigns pour’d. 

High o’er the reft the great Alonzo tower’d ; 

High o’er the reft was his bold front admired, 

An<l his keen eyes new warmth, new force inipired. 

Proudly 


So/r/I h: jrrif’ 


ihe firft JZstul. 
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Proudly he march’d, and now in TariFs plain 
The two Alonzos join their martial train : 

Right to the foe, in battle-rank updrawn. 

They paufe — the mountain and the wide-fpread lawn 
Aifbrd not foot-room for the crowded foe : 

Awed with the horrors of the lifted blow 

Pale look’d our bravcft heroes. Swell’d with pride, 

The foes already conquer’d Spain divide, 

And lordly o’er the field the promifed viftors ftride. 
So ftrode in Elah’s vale the towering height 
Of Gath’s proud champion 5 fo with pale afiright 
The Hebrews trembled, while with impious pride 
The huge-limb’d foe the Ihepherd boy defy’d : 

The valiant boy advancing fits the ftring, 

And round his head he whirls the founding fling ; 
The monfter flaggers with the forceful wound, 

.And his vafl bulk lies groaning on the ground. 

Such impious fcorn the Moor’s proud bofoin fweli’d. 
When our thin fquadrons took the battle-field ; 
Unconfcious of the power who led us on, 

That power whofe nod confounds th’ infernal throne ; 
Led by that power, the brave Caftilian bared 
The Alining blade, and proud Morocco dared ; 

His conquering brand the Lufian hero drew. 

And on Granada’s fons refifllefs flew j 
The fpear-ftafis crafli, the fplinters hifs around. 

And the broad bucklers rattle on the ground. 


With 
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Witli piercing Ihrieks the Moors their prophet’s name, 
And ours their guardian faint aloud acclaim. 

Wounds gufli on wounds, and blows re&und to blows, 
A lake of blood the level plain overflows ; 

The wounded gafping in the purple tide. 

Now hnd the death the fword but half fupplled. 
Though s wove and quilted by their ladies’ hands. 

Vain were the mail-plates of Granada’s bands. 

With fuch dread force the Ludan rufli’d along. 

Steep’d in red carnage lay the boaftful throng. 

Yet now dlfclainful of iu light a prize. 

Fierce o’er the field the thundering hero flies. 

And his bold arm the brave Caftilian joins 
In dreadful conflift with the Moorifii lines. 


The parting fun now pour’d the ruddy blaze, 

And twinkling Vefper ihot his lilvery rays 
Athwart the gloom, and clofed the glorious day, 

When low in dull the ftrength of Afric lay, 

' Such 

* Though •wove It may perhaps be objeftcdjthat this is ungrammatical. 

But 

Xffus 

Quern penes arbitrium eft, et jus et norma loquendi. 

and Dr)'-den, Pope, 8ic, often ufe w-oiv as a participle in place of the harih- 
founding zvovenf a word aimoft incompatible with the elegance of verftfica- 
tion. The mote harmonious word ought therefore to he ufed ; and ufe will 
afeertain its definition in grammar. When the fpirit of chivalry prevailed, 
every youthful warrior had his miftrefs, to whofe favour he laid no claim, 
till he had diftinguiOied himfelf in the ranks ofjjattle. If his firft addreftes 
were received, it was ufual for the lady to prefent her lover with fome wea- 
pon or piece of armour, adorned with her own needle-work; and of the 
goodnefs of whofe metal and fabric, it 'a-as fuppofed Ihe was confident. 
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Such dreadful flaughter of the boaftful Moor 
Never on battle-field was heap’d before. 

Not he whofe childhood vow’d eternal hate 
And defperate war againfi: the Roman ftate, 

Though three ftrong courfers bent beneath the weight 
Of rings of gold, by many a Roman knight, 

Erewhile, the badge of rank diftinguifli’d, worn. 

From their cold hands at Cannae’s flaughter torn ; 

Not his dread fword befpread the reeking plain 
With filch wide ftreams of gore, and hills of flain ; 

Nor thine, O Titus, Iwept from Salem’s land. 

Such floods of ghoflrs roll’d down to death’s dark ftrand ; 
Though ages ere fhe fell, the prophets old 
The dreadful feene of Salem’s fall foretold 
In words that breathe wild horror : Nor the fliore, 

When carnage choak’d the ftream, fo finoak’d t with gore, 
When Marius’ fainting legions drank the flood, *1 

Yet warm and purpled with Ambronian blood ; > 

Not filch the heaps as now the plains of Tarif ilrew’d. J 

While glory thus Alonzo’s name adorn’d. 

To Lilboa’s fhores the happy chief return’d, 

In glorious peace and well-deferved repofe, 

His courfe of fame, and honoured age to cloic. 

When 


< J o fmo&R d tvtth gore, when JS^arius^ fainting legions< - ' ' ■ W hen the tbi- 
diers of Marius complained of thiil?-, he pointed to a river near the camp 
of the Ambrones ; there, fays he, you may drink, but it mnft be purcliafed 
with blood. Lead us on, they replied, that we may have fomething liquid, 
though it be blood. The Romans forcing their way to the river, the chan- 
nel was filled with the dead bodies of the llain. Vid. Plut. 
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When now, O king, a damfers fate ^ fevcrc', 

A fate which ever claims the woeful tear, 

Difgraced his honours On the nymph's lorn head 

Rclentlefs rage its bittereft rancour Ihed : 

Yet fuch the zeal her princely lover bore, 

Her breathlcfs corfc the crown of Liiboa wore. 

'Twas thou, O love, whofe dreaded lliafts control 
The hind’s rude heart, and tear the hero’s foul ; 

Thou ruthlefs power, with bloodllied never cloyed, 

’Pwas thou thy lovely votary deftroyed. 

Thy thirfl: fdll burning for a deeper woe, 

In vain to thee the tears of beauty flow 5 
The breaft that feels thy pureft flames divine. 

With fpouting gore muft bathe tliy cruel flirine. 

Such 


a a damfiVs faie — — This unfortunate lady, Donna hiez de Cajlro^ 

was the. daughter of a gentleman, who had taken refuge in the court 

of Portugal. Her beauty and accompJiihments attiaftcd the 1 egard of Don 
Pedro, the king’s 6ldeft ton, a prince of a brave and noble dilpofition. La 
2TeufvlUe, Le Clede^ and other hiflorians, aflirrt, tJiat Jhc was privately 
married to the prince, ere Ihe had any fliarc in his ben. Nor was his conju- 
gal fidelity leafs remarkable than the ardour of his palHon. Afraid, how'- 
ever, of his father’s refentment, the feverity of v.liofc temper he well knew, 
his intercourfe with Donna Inez, pa/Ied at the court as an intrigue of gallan- 
try. On the acceflion of Don Pedro the Cruel, to the throne of Cajlile, many 
of the dii^fted nobility were kindly received by Don Pedro, through the 
intereft of his beloved Inez. The favour flicwn to thefe Caflilians, gave 
great uncafinels to the polidciaui*. A thouland evils were forefeen from the 
prince’s attachment to his Caftilian miflrefs : even the muidcr of his chil- 
dren by his deceased fpoufe, the princels Corf, itiUu, was iurmijcd ; and the 
enemies of Donna Inez, finding the king willing to llflcn, omitted no op- 
portunity to iucreafe his refentment againil the unfortunate lady. The 
prince was about his twenty-eighth year when his amour with his beloved 
Inez commenced. 
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Such thy dire triumphs ! — Thou, O nymph, the while. 
Prophetic of the god’s unpitying guile. 

In tender fcenes by iove-fick fancy wrought. 

By fear oft fliifted as by fancy brought. 

In fweet Mondego’s ever-verdant bowers, 

Languifh’d av/ay the flow and lonely hours : 

While now, as terror waked thy boding fears. 

The confcious flream received thy pearly tears ; 

And now, as hope revived the brighter flame, 

Each echo flgh’d thy princely lover’s name, 

Nor lefs could abfence from thy prince remove 
The dear remembrance of his diftant love : 

Thy looks, thy fmiles, before him ever glow. 

And o’er his melting heart endearing flow : 

By night his {lumbers bring thee to his arms. 

By day his thoughts flill wander o’er thy charms : 

By night, by day, each thought thy loves employ, 

Each thought the memory or the hope of joy. 

Though faireft princely dames invok’d his love. 

No princely dame his conftant faith could move : 

For thee alone his conftant paflion burn’d. 

For thee the profler’d royal maids he fcorn’d. 

Ah, hope of blifs too high — the princely dames 
Refufed, dread rage the father’s breaft inflames ; 

He, with an old man’s wintery eye, furveys 
The youth’s fond love, and coldly with it v/eighs 
The peoples’ murmurs of his fon’s delay 
To blefs the nation with his nuptial day, 

E ( Alas, 


VOL. II. 
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(Alas, the nuptial day was paft unknotvn, 

Which but when crown’d the prince could dare to own») 
And with the fair one’s blood the vengeful fire 
Refolves to quench his Pedro’s faithful fire. 

Oh, thou dread fword, oft ftain’d with heroes’ gore. 

Thou awful terror of the proftrate Moor, 

What rage could aim thee at a female breall. 

Unarm’d, by foftnefs and by love pofleft ! 

Dragg’d from her bower by murderous ruffian hands. 
Before the frowning king fair Inez flands ; 

Her tears of artlefs innocence, her air 
So mild, fo lovely, and her face fo fair. 

Moved the ftern monarch ; when with eager zeal 
Her fierce deftroyers urged the public weal j 
Dread rage again the tyrant’s foul pofleft, 

And his dark brow his cruel thoughts confeft : 

O’er her fair face a fudden palenefs fpread. 

Her throbbing heart with generous anguifli bled, 

Anguifh to view her lover’s hopelefs woes. 

And all the mother in her bofom rofe. 

Her beauteous eyes, in trembling tear-drops drown’d, 

To heaven fhe lifted, but her hands were bound 5 
Then on her infants turn’d the piteous glance. 

The look of bleeding woe ; the babes advance. 

Smiling in innocence of infant age, 

Unawed, unconfeious of their grandfire’s rage ^ 

To 

T Ad ctelum iendtins ardenim Utmina frujira^ 

nam Umra^ artehant vincula palms* Vine. .ffiN, n* 
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To whom, as burfting forrow gave the flow. 

The native heart-fprung eloquence of woe, 

The lovely captive thus : — O monarch, hear, 

If e’er to thee the name of man was dear, 

If prowling tygers, or the wolf’s wild brood, 

Infpired by nature with the luft of blood. 

Have yet been moved the weeping babe to fpare. 

Nor left, but tended with a nurfe’s care. 

As Rome’s great founders to the world were given ; 

Shalt thou, who wear’ll the facred ftamp of heaven. 

The human form divine, fhalt thou deny 
That aid, that pity, which e’en beafts fupply ! 

Oh, that thy heart were, as thy looks declare. 

Of human mould, fuperfluous were my prayer ; 

Thou could’ft not then a helplefs damfel flay, 

Whofe foie offence in fond affedlion w lay, 

E 2 m 


^ Whofe foie offence hi fond affeBlon /aj;,-— It has been obfbrvcd by fbme cri- 
tics, that Milton on every occafion is fond of expreffing his admiration of 
mufic, particularly of the fong of the nightingale, and the full woodland 
choir. If in the lame manner we are to judge of the favourite tafle of 
Homer, we lhall find it of a lefs delicate kind. He Is continually deferib- 
ing the feaft, the huge chine, the favoury viaxiJs on the glowing coals, and 
the foaming bowl. The ruling pafiion of Camoens is alfb ftrongly marked 
in his writings. One may ventui'e to affirm, that there is no poem of equal l 
length, which abounds with fo many impalfioned encomiums on the fair 
fex, and the power of their beauty, as the Lufiad. The genius of Camoens 
feems never fo pleafed as when he is painting the variety of female charms ; 
he feels all the magic of their allurements, and riots in his deferiptions of 
the happinefs and miferies attendant on the paflion of love. As he wTote 
from his feelings, thefe parts of his works have been particularly honoured 
with the attention of the world. Taflb and Spenfer have copied, from his 
Ifland of Blifs, and three tragedies have been formed from this epifode of 

the 



THE LUSIAD, 


BOOK 


52 

In faith to him who firft his love confefl:. 

Who firft to love allured her virgin breaft. 

In 

the unhappy Inez. One in Englilh, named Eivira ; the other two are by 
dc’ la a Frenchman, and Luis Velez, de Gue^vara., a Spaniard, How 

thefe different writers have handled the lame fubje£l, is not unworthy of the 
attention of the critic. The tragedy of M. de la Motte,from which Elvira is 
copied, is highly charaftcriftic of the French drama In the Luliad, the 
beautiful viftim exprefles the ftrong emotions of genuine nature. She feels 
for what her lover will feel for hei ; the mother rifes in her bread, (he im-. 
plorcs pity for her child ion; Ihc feels the horrors of death, and would be 
glad to wander an exile v.irli h,r babes, whore her only folace would be the 
remembrance of her faithful pailion. This, how'cver, it appears, would not 
fuit the tafte of a Paris audience. On the French ftage, the dcrii Roman 
heroes muft ’o<* polite/>tfii/x-»ztfi//*<fj, and the tender Inez, abluftcring amazon. 
Lee's Alexander cannot talk in a higher rant. She not only wilhes to die 
herfelf, but defires that her children and her hufband Don Pedro, may alfo 
be put to death. 

He bicn, feigneur, fuirez vos barbares maximes, 

On vous amcne ciicor dc nouvelles vidimes, 

Immolez fans remords, ct pour nous piinir mieux, 

Ces gages d'un Hymen li coupable a vos yeux. 

Ils ignorent le lang, dont le del les a fit naitre, 

Par i’arret de Iciir mort faites les reconnaitre, 

Confommez votre ouvrage, ct que les m^mes coups 
Rejoignent les enfans, et la femme, et Tepoux. 

The Spaniard, however, has followed nature and Camoens, and in point 
nf poetical merit, his play is infinitdy fuperior to that of the Frenchman. 
Don Pedro talks in the ahfeace of his miftrefs with the beautiful fimplicity 
of an Arcadian lover, and Inez implores the tyrant with the genuine tender- 
nefs of female affe£tion and delicacy. The reader, who is acquauited with 
tlie Spanifii tongue, will thank me for the following extrads : 

Ifjss, A mis hijos me quitais ? 

Rev Don Alonfb, fenor, 

Porqiie me quereis quitar 
I^a vida dc tantas vezes ? 

Adveilid, lenor mirad, 

Que cl coracon a pedajos 
Dividido me arancais. 

Mey, Llevaidos, Alvar Gonjalez. 


.ines* 
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In thefe my babes fliak thou thine image fee. 

And ftill tremendous hurl thy rage on me ? 

Me, 


fws. Hijos mios, donde vais ? 

Donde vais fin vaeftra madre ? 
Falta en les hombres piedad ? 
Adonde vais luzes mais ? 
Como, que affi me dexais 
En el mayor defconliielo 
En manos de la cmeldad. 

NinoAlfon, Confuelate madre mia, 

Y a Dios te puedas quedar, 
Que vamos con nueftro abuelo, 

Y no querra hazernas mal. 

Jaes. Poffibie es, fenor, Rcy mio. 

Padre, que anfi me cerreis 
La pucrta para el perdon ? 

* # 

Aora, fenor, aora, 

Aora cs tiempo de monftrar 
El mucho poder que tiene 
Vueftra real Mageftad. 

* * 

Como, fenor ? vos os vais 
y a Alvar Gonjalcz, y a Coello 
Inhumanos me entrcgais ? 
Hijos, hijos dc mi vida, 

Dexad me los abracar ; 

Alonfo, mi vida hijo, 

Dionis, a mores, tornad, 
Tornad a ver vueftra madre : 
Pedro mio, donde eftas 
Que anfi te olvidas de mi ? 
Poftible es que cn tanto mal 
Me falta tu vifta, efpofo ? 
Quien te pudiera avilar 
Del peligro en que afligida 
Dona Ines tu elpoia cfta. 


The drama, from which thefe extrafts are taken, is entitled, Reynar defpues 
de morir. And as they are cited for the tendernefs of the original cxpref- 
fion, a tranllation of them is not attempted. 
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Me, for tlieir fakes, if yet thou wilt not fpare. 

Oh, let thefe infants prove thy pious care ! 

Yet pity’s lenient current ever flows 

From that brave breaft w-here genuine valour glows j 

That thou art brave, let vanquifli’d Afric tell. 

Then let thy pity o’er mme anguifh fwell ; 

Ah, let my woes, unconfcious of a crime. 

Procure mine exile to fome barbarous clime : 

Give me to wander o’er the burning plains 
Of Lybia’s defarts, or the wild domains 
Of Scythia’s fnow-clad rocks and frozen fhore 5 
There let me, hopelefs of return, deplore. 

Where ghaftly horror fills the dreary vale. 

Where Ihrieks and bowlings die on every gale. 

The lions roaring, and the tygers yell, 

There with mine infant race, confign’d to dwell. 

There let me try that piety to find, 

In vain by me implored from human kind : 

There in fome dreary cavern’s rocky womb. 

Amid the horrors of fepulchral gloom, 

For him whofe love I mourn, my love Qiall glow. 

The figh fhall murmur, and the tear fliall flow : 

All my fond wifh, and all my hope, to rear 
Thefe infant pledges of a love fo dear, 

Amidft my griefs a foothing, glad employ, 

Amidft my fears a woful, hopelefs joy. 

In tears fhe utter’d — as the frozen fiiow 
Touch’d by the fpring’s mild ray, begins to flow, 

So 
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So juft began to melt his ftubborn foul 
As mild-ray'd pity o^er the tyrant ftole i 
But deftiny forbade : with eager zeal. 

Again pretended for the public weal, 

Her fierce accufers urged her fpeedy doom ; 

Again dark rage difFufed its horrid gloom 
O’er ftern x Alonzo’s brow : fwift at the fign, 

Their fwords unlheathed around her brandifh’d fhine. 

O foul dilgrace, of knighthood lafting ftain, 

By men of arms an helplefs lady llain ! 

Thus Pyrrhus, burning with unmanly ire, 

Fulfill’d the mandate of his furious fire 5 
Difdainful of the frantic matron’s prayer, 

On fair Polyxena, her laft fond care, 

He rufli’d, his blade yet warm with Priam’s gore, 

And dafh’d the daughter on the facred floor 5 

While 

* 0 V Jlem Alonzo's To ^vc the character of Alphonfo IV. will 

throw light on this inhuman tranfa^lion. He was an undutiful fon, an un- 
natural brother, and a cruel father;- a great and fortunate warrior, diligent 
in the execution of the laws, and a Machiawlian politician. That good 
might be attained by villanous means, was his favourite maxim. When the 
enemies of Inez had perfuaded him that her death was neceflhry to the 
welfare of the ftate, he took a journey to Coimbra^ that he might fee the 
lady, when the prince his fon was abfent on a hunting party. Donna Inez, 
with her children threw herfelf at his feet. The king was moved with the 
diftrefs of the beautiful fuppliant, when his three couiifcllors, Aharo Gon^ 
fulez^ Diego Lopez Pacheco^ and Pedro Coello^ reproaching him for his dilfegard 
to the ftate, he rela^fed into his former refoiution. She was dragged frorni 
his prefence, and brutally murdered by the hands of his three counfellors, 
who immediately returned- to the king with their daggers reeking with the 
innocent blood of the princefs his daughter-in-law. Alonzo, fays Neuf* 
avowed the horrid aflallination, as if he had done nothing for which he 
ought to be alhamed. 
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Willie mildly flie her raving mother eyed, 

Relign'd her bofom to the fword, and died* 

Thus Inez, while her eyes to heaven appeal, 

Refigns her bofom to the murdering fteel : 

That fnowy neck, whofe matchlefs form fuftain’d 
The lovelieft face where all the graces reign’d, 

Whofe charms fo long the gallant prince inflamed, 
That her pale corfe was Lifboa’s queen proclaimed j 
That fnowy neck was ftained with Ipouting gore, 
Another fword her lovely bofom tore. 

The flowers that gliften’d with her tears bedew’d. 
Now fhrunk and languifh’d with her blood imbrew’d. 
As when a rofe, erewhile of bloom fo gay. 

Thrown from the carelefs virgin’s breafl: away. 

Lies faded on the plain, the living red. 

The fnowy white, and all its fragrance fled ; 

So from her cheeks the rofes dy’d away. 

And pale in death the beauteous Inez lay : 

With dreadful fmiles, and crimfon’d with her blood. 
Round the wan victim the ftern murderers flood. 
Unmindful of the fure, though future hour. 

Sacred to vengeance and her lover’s power. 

O fun, cculdft thou fo foul a crime behold, 

Nor veil thine head in darknefs, as of old 
A fudden night unwonted horror cafl 
O’er that dire banquet, where the fire’s repaft 
The fon’s torn limbs fupplicd ! — Yet you, ye vales I 
Ye diftant forefts, and ye flowery dales ! 


When 
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When pale and finking to the dreadful fall. 

You heard her quivering lips on Pedro call j 
Your faithful echoes caught the parting found. 

And Pedro ! Pedro ! mournful, figh’d around. 

Nor lefs the wood-nymphs of Mondego’s groves • 
Bewaird the memory of her haplefs loves : 

Her griefs they wept, and to a plaintive rill 
Transform’d their tears, which weeps and murmurs ftill. 
To give immortal pity to her woe 
They taught the riv’let through her bowers to flow, 

And ftill through violet beds the fountain pours 
Its y plaintive wailing, and is named Amours. 

Nor long her blood for vengeance cry’d in vain : 

Her gallant lord begins his awful reign. 

In vain her murderers for refuge fly, 

Spain’s wildeft hills no place of reft fupply. 

The injured lover’s and the monarch’s ire. 

And ftern-brow’d juftice in their doom confpire : 

In hilling flames they die, and yield their fouls in ^ fire. 

Nor 


y the fountain pours its plaintive »At an old royal caftle 

near Mondego, there is a rivulet called the Fountain of Amours. Accord- 
ing to tradition, it was here tliat Don Pedro refided with his beloved Inez. 
The fiction of Damoens, founded on the popular name of the rivulet, is in 
the fpirit of Homer. 

* and yield their fouls in fre, — ^When the prince was informed of the 

death of his beloved Inez, he was tranfported into the moft violent fury. He 
took arms againft his father. The country between the rivers Minho and 
Doura was laid defolate : but by the intcrpofition of the queen and the arch- 
bifliop of Braga^ the prince was Ibftened, and the further horrors of a civil 
war were prevented, Don Alonzo was not only reconciled to his fon, but 

laboured 
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Nor this alone his ftedfaft foul difplay’d : 

Wide o’er the land he waved the awful blade 

Of 


laboured by every means to oblige him, and to efface from his memory the 
injury and infult he had received. The prince, however, ftill continued to 
difeover the ftrongeft marks of affeftion and grief. When he fucceeded to 
the crown, one of his fiift aefts was a treaty with the king of Caftile, whereby 
each monarch engaged to give up fuch malccontents, as fliould take refuge in 
each other’s dominions. In confeqnence of this, J*cdro Coello and Aharo 
Gonfalezy who, on the death of Alonzo^ had fled to Caflile, were font prilbners 
to Don Pedro. Dkgo PacLeco, the third murderer, made his efcape. The 
other two were put to death with the moft exquifite tortures, and molt 
jiiftly merited, if exquifite torture is in any inffance to be allowed. After 
this, the king, Don Pedro, fummoned an aflfembly of the ffates at Cantanedes. 
Here, in the prefence of the pope’s nuncio, he folemnly fwore on the holy 
gofpeis, that having obtained a dilpenfation from RoTrte, he had fecretly, at 
JBraganza^ efpoufed the lady Inez de Cajlro^ in the prefence of the bifhop of 
Gaarda, and of his mafter of the wardrobe ; both of whom confirmed th© 
truth of the oath. The pope’s bull, containing the dilpenfation, was pub- 
lilhed 5 the body of Inez was lifted from the grave, placed on a magnificent 
throne, and with the proper regalia, was crowned queen of Portugal, The 
nobility did homage to her Ikeleton, and kiffed the bones of her hand. 
The corpfe was then interred at the royal monaftcry of Alcohaca^ with a 
pomp before unknown in Portugal, and with all the honours due to a queen. 
Her monument is ftill extant, where her ftatue is adorned with the diadem 
and the royal robe. This, with the legitimation of her children, and the 
care he took of all who had been in her fervice, confbled him in ibme degree, 
and rendered him more converfable than he had hitherto been ; but tlie 
doud which the death of his Inez brought over the natural cheerfulnefs of 

his temper, was never totally difperfed circumftance ftrongly cbarac- 

teriftic of the rage of his refentment muft not be omitted : When the 
murderers were brought before him, he was fo tranfported with indignation, 
that he ftruck Pedro Coello leveral blows on the face with the lhaft of his 
whip. Some grave writers have branded this addon as unworthy of the 
magiftrate and the hero; and thofe who will, may add, of the philofopher 
too. Something greater, however, belongs to Don Pedro : A regard which 
we do not feel for any of the three, will, in every bofom, capable of ge- 
nuine love, infpire a tender fympathy for the agonies of his heart, when 
the prefence of the inhuman murderers prefented to his mind the horrid 
feene of the butchery of his beloved ipoufe^ 

The 
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Of red-arm’d juftice. From the fliades of night 
He dragged the foul adulterer to light : 

The robber from his dark retreat was led. 

And he, who fpilt the blood of murder, bled. 

Unmoved he heard the proudeft noble plead ; 

Where juftice aim’d her fword, with ftubborn fpeed 
Fell the dire ftroke. Nor cruelty infpired, 

Nobleft humanity his bofom fired. 

The caitifii ftarting at his thoughts, repreft 
The feeds of murder fpringing in his breaft. 

His outftretch’d arm the lurking thief withheld. 

For fixt as fate he knew his doom was feal’d. 

Safe in his monarch’s care the ploughman reapt. 

And proud oppreffion coward diftance kept. 

Pedro ® the Juft the peopled towns proclaim. 

And every field refounds her monarch’s name. 

Of 


The impreflion left on the phiiofophical mind by lliefe hiftorical fafts, 
will naturally fuggeft fome refledHons on human nature. Every man is 
proud of being thought capable of love ; and none more fo than thofe who 
have the leaft title to the name of lover ; to whom the Frencli call Ics hom-^ 
nes de galanterie^ whofe only happinefs is in variety, and to whom the 
greateft beauty and mental accomplifliments lofe every charm after a few 
months enjoyment. Their fatiety they Icniple not to confefs, but are not 
aware, that in doing fo, they alfo confefs, that the principle which infpired 
their pailion, was grofs and feliijfh. To conftitute a genuine love, like that 
of Don Pedro, requires a noblenefs and goodnefs of heart, totally incompa- 
tible with an ungenerous mind. The youthful fever of the veins may, for 
a while, infpire an attachment to a particular objedt; but an afFe£tion fo 
unchangeable and fincere as that of the prince of Portugal, can only Ipring 
from a bofom pofleffed of the fineft feelings of every virtue. 

* the ■— Hiftory cannot afford an inftance of any prince who 

Sus a more eminent claim to the title of Juft than Pedro. His diligence to 

correit 
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Of this brave prince the loft degenerate fon, 

Feriiando the remifs, afcends the throne. 

With arm unnerved the liftlefs foidier lay 
And own’d the influence of a nervelefs fway : 

Tlie flcrn Caflilian drew the vengeful brand. 

And flrodc proud viftor o’er the trembling land. 

How dread the hour, when injur’d heaven in rage. 
Thunders its vengeance on a guilty age ! 

Unmanly floth the king, the nation ftain’d ; 

And lewdnefs, fofter’d by the monarcli, reign’d : 

The 


i'orrcrc every abufc was indefatigable, and when guilt was proved, his juftice 
was inexorable. He was dreadful to the evil, and beloved by the good; for 
he refpcdicd no perfons, and his inflexible feverity never digrefled from the 
line of jufticc. An anecdote or two will throw fome light on his cha- 
racter . A priefi: having killed a mafbn, the king difTembled his knowledge 
of the crime, and left the ifTue to the eccleflaftical court, where the prieft 
was puniHied by one year’s fufpenflon from faying mafs. Pedro upon this, 
privately ordered the mafbn’s fbn to revenge the murder of his father. The 
young man obeyed, was apprehended, and condemned to dcatli. When 
his fentence was to be confirmed by the king, he enquired, what was the 
young man’s trade. He was anfwercd, that he followed his father’s. Well 
then, faid the monarch, I Ihall commute his punilhment, and interdift him 
from meddling with ftone or mortar for a year. After this he fully efla- 
bliflied the authority of the king’s courts over the clergy, whom he puniflicd 
with death when their crimes were capital. When folicited to refer the 
caufes of fuch criminals to a higher tribunal, by which tliey tacitly meant 
that of the pope, he would anfwer very calmly, is -what I bitend to do : 
I tioUl feitd thefji to the higheji of all tribunals.^ to that of their JM[aker and mine’. 
Againft adulterers he was particularly fevere, often declaring it his opinion, 
that conjugal infidelity was the fource of the greateft evils, and that there- 
fore to reflrain it, was the interefl and duty of the fovereigni Though the 
Tate of his beloved Inez chagrined and foured his temper, he was fo far 
from being naturally fullen or paflionate, that he was rather of a gay and 
fprightly difpofition ; aiFable and eafy of accefs ; delighted in mufic and 
dancing; a lover of learning, was hitnfelf a man of letters, and an elegant 
poet. Vide Za Clede^ Mariana^ Faria, 
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The monarch own’d that firfc of crimes unjuft, 

The wanton revels of adulterous lull : 

Such was his rage for beauteous Leonore, 

Her from her hufband’s widow’d arms he tore : 

Then with unbleft, unhallowed nuptials fiained 
The facred altar, and its rites profaned. 

Alas ! the fplendor of a crov^'n hovv’' vain, 

From heaven’s dread eye to veil the dimmef: itain i 
To conquering Greece, to ruin’d Troy, what woes. 
What ills on ills, from Helen’s rape arofe ! 

Let Appius own, let banilli’d Tarquin tell 
On their hot rage what heavy vengeance fell. 

One female ravifli’d Gibeah’s ftreets ^ beheld, 

O’er Gibeah’s ftreets the blood of thoufands fweU’d 
In vengeance of the crime ^ and ftreams of blood 
The guilt of Zion’s facred bard ^ purfued. 

Yet 


^ — beauteous Leonore ■■.■ — ■This lady, named Leonora de Tellez, was the 
wife of Don yuan Lorenzo d*Acu^a, a nobleman of one of the moft diftin- 
guifhed families in Portugal. After a lham procefs this marriage was Jif- 
folved, and the king privately efpoufed her, though at that time he was 
publickly married by proxy to Donna Leonora of Arragon. A dangerous 
inlurre£lion, headed by one Velafyuez^ a tay lor, drove the king and his adul- 
terous bride from Lifbon. Soon after he caufed his marriage to be pub- 
lickly celebrated in the province between the Bouro and Mlnho. Henry, 
king of Caftile, informed of the general difeontent that reigned in Portu- 
gal, marched a formidable army into that kingdom, to revenge the inji.ry 
offered to feme of his fiibjeds, whofe Ihips had been iinjuftiy feized at Lif- 
bon. The defolation hinted at by Camoens enfued. After the fubiciTcs of 
both kingdoms had feverely fuffered, the two kings ended the war, much to 
their mutual fatisfaflion, by an intermarriage of their baflaui clilidrcn. 
c G'lheaVs - See Judges, chap. xix. and xx. 

^ The guilt of Zions facred ^flri/------David.---See % SarriUel, chap. iii. 10. 

“The fword fhall never depart from thine houfe.” 
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Yet love full oft with wild delirium bliads^ 
And f-inj his bafeft fires in nobleft minds : 

The female garb the great Alcides wore^ 

And for his Omphale the diftaff « bore. 

For Cleopatra’s frown the world was loft. 

The Roman terror, and the Punic boaft, 
Cannae’s great viclor, for a harlot’s fmile, 
Refign’d the harveft of his glorious toil. 

And who can boaft he never felt the fires, 

The trembling throbbings of the young defires, 
When he beheld the breathing rofes glow. 

And the foft heavings of the living fnow ; 

The waving ringlets of the auburn hair. 

And all the rapturous graces of the fair ! 

Oh ! what defence, if fixt on him, he fpy 
The languid fweetnefs of the ftedfaft eye ! 

Ye who have felt the dear luxurious fmart. 
When angel charms opprefs the powerlefs heart. 
In pity here relent the brow fevere. 

And o’er Fernando’s weaknefs drop the tear. 


^ great Alcides lanas nere coegit amor, Ovid, 

To conclude the notes on this book, it may not be unnecefiary to ob- 
ferve,thatCam6ens,in thisepifode, has happily adhered to a principal rule 
of the epopceia. To paint the manners and charaders of the age in which 
the a£lion is placed, is as requifite in the epic poem, as it is to preferve the 
unity of the charafter of an individual. That gallantry of bravery, and 
romantic caft of the military adventures, which charafterifed the Spaniards 
and Portuguefe, dm-ing the Moorifli wars, is happily iupported by Ca- 
moens in its moft juft and ftriking colours. In hiftory wc find furprifing 
victories obtained over the infidels : In the JLufiad, we find the heroes 
breathing that enthufiafm which led them to conqueft, that enthufiafm 

of 
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of military honours, fo ftronoly exprefled by Alonzo V. of Poitugal, at the 
fiege of Arzila* In ftorming the citadel, the Count de Marialva, a brave 
old officer, loft his life. The king leading his only Ion, the prince Don 
Juan, to the body of the Count, while the blood yet ftreamed from his 
wounds, “ Behold, he cried, that great man ! May God grant you, 
my foil, to imitate his virtues. May your honour, like his, be com- 
plete !” 


END OF THE THIRD BOOK. 
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A S the toft veflel on the ocean rowls, 

V/iicn dark the night, and loud the tempeft howls. 
When the lorn mariner in every wave 
That breaks and gleams, forbodes his watery grave ; 
But when the dawn, all filent and ferene. 

With foft-pnced ray difpels the fliades obfcene. 
With grateful tranfport fparkling in each eye. 

The joyful crew the port of fafety fpy. 

Such darkling tempefts and portended fate. 

While weak Fernando lived, appalFd the ftatc ; 
Such when he dy’d, the peaceful morning role, 
The dawn of joy, and footh’d the public woes. 


As 
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As blazing glorious o’er the fhades of night, 

Bright in his eaft breaks forth the Lord of light, 

So valiant John with dazzling blaze appears, 

And from the dull his drooping nation rears. 

Though fprung from youthful paflion’s wanton loves. 
Great Pedro’s fon in noble foul he proves ; 

And heaven announced him king by right divine, 

A cradled infant gave the wondrous fign : 

Her tongue had never lifp’d the mother’s name. 

No word, no mimic found her lips could frame, 

When heaven the miracle of fpeech infpired 5 
She raifed her little hands, with rapture fired. 

Let Portugal, fhe ci'ied, with joy proclaim 

The brave Don John, and own her monarch’s name. 

The burning fever of domeftic rage 
Now wildly raved, and mark’d the barbarous age 5 

VOL. II. F Through 

» A cradled infant ga’oe the luondrous circumftance has ever been 

more ridiculed by the ancient and modern pedants than Alexander’s pre- 
tenfions to divinity. Some of his courtiers expoftulating with him one day 
on the abturdity of fuch claim, he replied, « I know the truth of what you 
fay, but thefe,” (pointing to a crowd of Perfians) “ thefe know no better.** 
The report that the Grecian army was commanded by a fon of Jupiter, 
fpread terror through the eaft, and greatly facilitated the operations of the 
conqueror. The miraculous fpeech of the infant, attefted by a few monks, 
was adapted to the fuperftition of the age of John I. and as he was a baf^ 
tard, was of infinite fcrvice to his caufe. The pretended fa£l, however, 
is differently related. By fome, thus : When Don John, then regent of 
Portugal, v\’as going to Coimbra, to aflift at an affembly of the ftates, at a 
little diftance from the city, he was met by a great number of children rid 
ing upon fticks, who no fooner faw him than they cried out, " Bleilcd be 
** Don John, king of Portugal; the king is coming, Don John- fliallbe kingk” 
Whether this was owing to art or accident, it had a great effedl. At the 
aflembly the regent was ele<fted king. 
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Through every rank the headlong fury ran. 

And firft red flaughter in the court began. 

Of fpoufal vows, and widow^ bed defiled. 

Loud fame the beauteous Leonore reviled. 

The adulterous noble in her prefence bled, 

And torn with wounds his numerous friends lay dead.- 
No more thofe ghaftly deathful nights amaze. 

When Rome wept tears of blood in Scylla^s days 5 
More horrid deeds ^ Ulyflhs’ towers beheld : 

Each cruel brcafi: where rankling envy fweird, 

Accufed his foe as minion of the queen ; 

Accufed, and murder clofed the dreary fcene^ 

All holy ties the frantic tranlport braved. 

Nor facred pricfthood nor the altar faved. 

Thrown from a tower, like Hector’s fon of yore, 
rhe mitred ^ head was dalhed with brains and gore. 
Ghaftly with fcenes of death, and mangled limbs. 

And black with clotted blood each pavement fwiins, 

Wiih ail the ficrcenefs of the female ire, 

When rage and grief to tear the breaft confpire. 

The queen beheld her power, her honours ^ loft, 

AihI ever when fiie flept th’ adulterer’s ghoft, 

All 


Ulylfts* tlie note vol. 21, p.-a 6 , 

'•’* T!ie TKztred — — . D on Martin^ bifhop of Li/bon, a man of an ex- 

emplary life. He was by birth a Caftiiian, which was efteemed a fufficicnt 
reaibn to murder him, as of the queen’s party. He was thrown from the 
tower of his own cathedral, whither he had fled to avoid the popular fury. 

^ The queen beheld her poiver^ her honours Poflefled of great beauty and 
great abilities, this bad woman was a dif^ce to her icx, and a curie to the 

age 
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All pale, and pointing at his bloody Ihroud, 

Seem’d ever for revenge to fcream aloud. 

F a Caftile’s 

age and countr/ which gave her birth* Her fiftcr, Donna Maria, a lady of 
unblemifiied vhtue, had been fecretly married to the infant Don Juan, the 
king’s brother, who was pailionatcly attached to her. Donna Maria had 
formerly endeavoured to dilFi-ade her lifter from the adulterous marriage 
with the king. In levenge of this, the queen Leonora perfuaded Don Juan 
that her filler was unfaithful to his bed. The enraged hufband hafled to 
his wife, and without enquiry or expoftulatiun, fays Mariana, difpatched her 
with two llrokes of his dagger. He was afterwards convinced of her inno- 
cence, and was completely wretched. Having facrificed her honour and 
her firjfl hufband to a king, fays Faria^ Leonora fbon facrificed that king to 
a w’icked gallant, a Caflilian nobleman, named Don Juan Fernandez de An- 
deyro. An unjufl war with CojVle, wherein the Portuguefe were defeated 
by fea and land, was the firll fruits of the policy of the new favourite. An- 
deyro one day having heated himfelt* by ibmc military exercife, the queen 
tore her veil, and publicly gave it him to wipe his face. The grand maf- 
tcr of Avh, the king’s baftard brother, afterwards John I. and fome others, 
cxpoltulated with her on the indecency of this behaviour. She dilfembled 
her refentment, but foon after they were feized and committed to the caftle 
of Fvonif w here a forged order for their execution was feixt; but the go- 
vernor fufpecliiig feme fraud, fliewed it to the king, and their lives w'ere 
faved. Yet fuch was her alcendency over the weak Pernando, that, tho* 
convinced of her guilt, he ordered his brother to kifs the queen’s hand, 
and thank her for his life. Soon after Fernando died, but not till he was 
fully convinced of the queen’s conjugal infidelity, and had given an order 
for tile aiiaflination of the gallant. Not long after the death of the king, 
the favourite Andeyro w'as ftabbed in the palace by the grand mafter of 
Avis, and Don Fay de Fereyra, The queen expretTcd all the tranfport of 
grief and lage, and declared Ihe would undergo the trial ordeal in vindica- 
tion of his and her innocence. But this ftie never performed : in her vows 
of revenge, however, file was more pundhial. Don Juan, king of Caftile, 
\vho had married her only daughter and heirefs, at her earned in treaties 
invaded Portugal, and was proclaimed king. Don John, grand mailer of 
was proclaimed by the people protedlor and iegtnt, A deiperatc 
war enfued, Queen Leonora, treated with indifference by her daughter 
and tbn-in-law, refolvedon the murder of the latter; but the plot was diA 
covered, and ihe was font prifoner toCallile. The regent was befieged in 
Lifboii, and the city reduced to the utmod extremities, when an epidemi- 
cal didemper broke cut In tire Cadilian army, atid made fuch devadation, 

that 
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Caftile’s proud monarch to the nuptial bed 
In happier days her royal daughter led : 

To 

that the king fiiddenly raiied the fiege, and abandoned his views in Portngaio 
The happy inhabitants afcribed their deliverance to the valour and vigi- 
lance of the regent. The regent reproved their ardour, exhorted them to 
repair to their churches, and to return thanks to God, to whofe interpofition 
he folely afcribed their fafety. This behaviour increafed the admiration of 
the people ; the nobility of the firft rank joined the regent’s party ; and 
many garrifons in the interefl: of the king of Caftile, opened their gates to 
him. An aflTembly of the ftates met at Coimbra, where it was propofed 
to inveft the regent with the regal dignity. This he pretended to decline, 
Don John, fon of Pedro the Juft, and the beautiful Inez dc Caftro, was by 
tlie people efteemed tlicir la'«.fnlfovereign, but was, and had been long de- 
tained, a prifoner by the king of Caftile, If the ftates would declare the- 
infant Don John their king, the regent profefled his wiilingnefs to fwcar 
allegiance to him ; that he would continue to expofe himfelf to every dan- 
ger, and a£i: as regent, till Providence reftored to Portugal her lawful fo- 
vereign. The ftates however faw the neceftity that the nation (hould have 
an head. The regent was unanimoufly elefted king, and fome articles in 
favour of liberty, were added to thofe agreed upon at the coronation of 
Don Alonzo Mnriquez, the firft king of Portugal. 

Don John I, one of the greateft of the Portuguefe monarchs, was the na- 
tural fon of Pedro the Juft, by Donna Terefa Lorenza^ a Galician lady, and 
born ibme years after the death of Inez. At feven years of age he was made 
gland m after of Avis, and by his father’s particular care he received an ex- 
cellent education ; which, joined to his great parts, produced him early on 
the political theatre. He was a brave commander, and a deep politician,, 
yet never forfeited the chara<fter of candour and honour. To be humble to 
his friends, and haughty to his enemies, w?s his leading maxim. His pru- 
dence gained him the confidence of the wife, his fteadinefs and gratitude 
the fiiendlhip of the brave ; his liberality the bulk of the people. He was 
in the twenty-feventh year of his age when declared protedlor, and in the 
twenty-eighth when proclaimed king. 

The following anecdote is much to the honour of this prince when regent. 
A CaClilian officer having fix Portuguefe gentlemen his prifoners, cut off 
their nofes and hands, and fent them to Don John- Highly incenfed, he 
commanded fix Caftilian gentlemen to be treated in the fame manner. But 
before the officer, to whom he gave the orders, had quitted the room, he 
relented « I have given enough to refentment, faid he, in giving fuch & 
command. -It were mfamous to put it in execution. See that the Caf- 
iilian priibners received no harm.** 



ItoOOK IVd 


THE LUSIAD. 


69 


To him the furious queen for vengeance cries, 

Implores to vindicate his lawful pri2e, 

The Lufian fceptre, his by fpoufal right : 

The proud Caftiiian arms and dares the hghtc 
To join his flandard as it waves along. 

The warlike troops from various regions throng ; 

Thofe who poflefs the lands by Rodrick « given. 

What time the Moor from Turia’s banks was driven 9 
That race who joyful fmile at war^s alarms, 

And fcorn each danger that attends on arms ; 

Whofe crooked ploughfhares Leon’s uplands tear. 

Now cafed in fteel in glittering arms appear, 

Thofe arms erewhile fo dreadful to the Moor : 

The Vandals glorying in their might of yore 
March on ; their helms and moving lances gleam 
Along the flowery vales of Betis’ ftream : 

Nor flaid the Tyrian ^ iflanders behind. 

On whofe proud enfigns floating on the wind 
Alcides’ pillars tower’d ; nor wonted fear 
Withheld the bafe Galician’s fordid fpear ; 

Though ftill his crimfon feamy fears reveal 
The fure-aim’d vengeance of the Lufian fteel. 

Where tumbling down Cuenca’s mountain fide 
The murmuring Tagus rolls his foamy tide. 

Along 

a Ro^rtck Thc celcbfated hero of CorneUle*s tragedy of 

the Cid. 

fi Tyrian The inhabitants of Cadiz ; of old a 

Phceixician colony. 
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Along Toledo’s lawns, the pride of Spain, 

Toledo’s warriors join the martial train : * 

Nor lefs the furious luft of war infpires 
The Bifcayneer, and wakes his barbarous fires. 

Which ever burn for vengeance, if the tongue 
Of haplefs ftranger give the fancy’d wrong. 

Nor bold Afiiuria, nor Guifpufcoa’s fliore, 

Famed for their fteely wealth, and iron ore. 

Delay’d their vaunting fquadrons ; o’er the dale? 

Cafed in their native fteel, and belted mails, 

Blue gleaming from afar they march along. 

And join with many a fpear the warlike throngs 
As thus, wide fweeping o’er the trembling coaftj, 

The proud Caftilian leads his numerous hofE, 

The valiant John for brave defence prepares. 

And in himfelf colle£i:ed greatly dares : ^ 

For fjch high valour in his bofom glow’d, 

As Samfon’s locks by miracle beftow’d : 

Safe in himfelf refolved the hero ftands. 

Yet calls the leaders of his anxious bands ; 

The council fumraon’d, fome with prudent mien. 

And words of grave advice their terrors fereen $ 

By iloth debafed, no more the ancient fire 
Of patriot loyalty can now inlpire ; 

And each pale lip feem’d opening to declare 
For tame fubmiiiion, and to fhun the war 5 
When glorious Nunio, ftarting from his feat. 

Claim’d every eye, and clofed the cold debate ? 


Singling 
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Singling his brothers from the daftard train;. 

His rolling io^ks, that fiafh’d with ftern difdainp 
On them he fixtj then fnatch’d his hilt in ire. 

While his bold fpeech bewray’d the foldier’s fire, 

Bold and g unpolilh’d 5 wliile his burning eyes 
Seem’d as he dared the ocean, earth, and ikies . 

Heavens ! fliall the Lufian nobles tamely yield ! 

Oh fliame ! and yield untry’d the martial field ! 

That land whofe genius, as the god of war. 

Was own’d, where’er approach’d her thundering car ; 
Shall now her fons their faith, their love deny, 

And, while their country finks, ignobly fly ! 

Ye timorous herd, are ye the genuine line 
Of thofe illuftrious fliades, whofe rage divine 
Beneath great Henry’s ftandards awed the foe. 

For whom ye tremble, and would ftoop fo low ! 

That foe, who, boaftful now, then bafely fled. 

When your undaunted fires the hero led, 

When feven bold earls in chains the ipoil adorn’dj 
And proud Caftile through all her kindreds mourn’d, 
Caftile, your awful dread — ^yet, confcious, fay, 

When Dinez reign’d, when his bold fon bore fway, 

By whom were trodden down the bravefl: bands 
That ever march’d from proud Caftiiia’s lands ? 

’Twas 

s Sold and — This ipeech in the original has been much ad- 

mired by the foreign critics, as a model of military eloquence. The critic, 
it is hoped, will perceive that the tranflator has endeavoured to fupport the 
^aratoof thefpeaker. 
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’Twas your brave fires — and has one languid reign 
Fix’d in your tainted fouls fo deep a ftain. 

That now degenerate from your noble fires. 

The laft dim fpark of Lufian flame expires ? 

Though weak Fernando reign’d in war unlkilFd, 

A godlike king now calls you to the field — 

Oh ! could like his your mounting valour glow. 

Vain w^ere the threatenings of the vaunting foe« 

Not proud Caftile, oft by your fires o’erthrown. 

But every land your dauntlefs rage fliouid own. 

Still if your hands benumb’d by female fear. 

Shun the bold war, hark ! on my fword I fwear, 

Myfelf alone the dreadful war fhall wage — 

Mine be the fight — and trembling with the rage 
Of valorous fire, his hand half-drawn dilplay’d 
The awful terror of his ftiining blade — 

I and my vaflals dare the dreadful fhock 5 

My fiiouiders never to a foreign yoke 

Shall bend 5 and by my fovereign’s wrath I vow. 

And by that loyal faith renounced by you. 

My native land unconquer’d fhall remain. 

And all my monarch’s foes fhall heap the plain. 

The hero paufed — ’Twas thus the youth of Rome, 

The trembling few who ’fcaped the bloody doom 
That dy’d with flaughter Cannse’s purple field, 

Affembied flood, and bow’d their necks to yields 


When 
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When nobly riling with a like difdain 
The young ^ Corneiiiis raged, nor raged in vain : 

On his dread fword his daunted peers he fwore, 

(The reeking blade yet black with Punic gore) 

While life remain’d their arms for Rome to wield. 

And but with life their conquer’d arms to yickh 
Such martial rage brave Nunio’s mien infpired ; 

Fear was no more : with rapturous ardour fired. 

To horfe, to horfe, the gallant Lulians cry’d j 
Rattled the belted mails on every fide. 

The Ipear-ftafFs trembled j round their heads they waved 
Their Ihining faulchions, and in tranfport raved, 

The king our guardian — ^loud their fiiouts rebound, 

And the fierce commons echo back the founds 
The mails that long in rufting peace had hung, 

Now on the hammer’d anvils hoarfely rung : 

Some foft with wool the plumy helmets line. 

And fome the breafc-plate’s fcaly belts entvdne : 

The 


^he young — This was the famous P. Corn, Scipio Africanus. 

The fa£t, fome what differently related by Livy, is this. After the defeat 
at Cannae, a conliderable body of Romans fled to Canufmm, and appointed 
Scipio and Ap, Claudius their commanders. While they remained there, 
at was told Scipio, that fome of his chief officers, at the head of whom was 
Caeciiius Metellus, were taking mcafares to tranfport themselves out of 
Italy- He went immediately to their affembly, and drawing his fword, 
faid, X fwear that I •will not dtjert the commonwealth of Romc^ nor JuJfsr any 
other citizen to do it» X’he fame oath 1 require of you, Cacilius, and of all prefent; 
whopocr reftfes^ let him know that this fword is drawn againfhtm. The ndlo- 
rian adds, that they were as terrified by this, as if they had beheld the face 
of their conqueror Hannibal. They all fwore, and fubmitted themfelves 
to Scipio* Vid. Liv. B. %%. C. 53* 
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The gaudy mantles fome, and fcarfs prepare^ 

Where various lightfome colours gaily flare ; 

And golden tifliie, with the warp enwove, 

Diipiays the emblems of their youthful love. 

The valiant John, begirt with warlike ftate. 

Now leads his bands from fair Abrantes’ gate ; 

Whofe lawns of green the infant Tagus laves. 

As from his fpring he rolls his cooly v/aves. 

The daring van in Nunlo’s care could boaft 
A general worthy of the unnumbered hoft, 

Whofe gaudy banners trembling’ Greece defy'd, 

When boaftful Xerxes lafh’d the Seftian tide : 

Nunio, to proud Caftile as dread a name, 
crft to Gaul and Italy the fame 
Of Atilla’s impending rage. The right 
Brave Roderic led, a chieftain train’d in fight ; 

Before the left the bold Almada rode. 

And proudly waving o’er the centre nod 
The royal enfigns, glittering from afar, 

"Where godlike John infpires and leads the war. 

’Twas now the time, when from the ftubbly plain 
Tiie labouring hinds had borne the yellow grain ; 

Hie purple lintage heapt the foamy tun, 

And fierce and red the fun of Auguft flione j 
When from the gate tlie fquadrons march along : 

Crowds preft on crowds,, the walls and ramparts throng : 

Ilcie 
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Here the fad mother rends her hoary hair. 

While hope’s fond vvhifpers ftruggle with defpairs 
The weeping fpoufe to heaven extends her hands ; 
And cold with dread the modeft virgin ftands ; 

Her earneft eyes, fufFufed with trembling dew. 

Far o’er the plain the plighted youth purfue : 

And prayers and tears and all the female wail, 

And holy vows the throne of heaven aflail. 

Now each ftern hoft full front to front appears, 
And one joint fliout heaven’s airy concave tears : 

A dreadful paufe enfues, while confeious pride 
Strives on each face the heart-felt doubt to hide : 

Now wild and pale the boldeft face is feen ; 

With mouth half open and difordered mien 
Each warrior feels his creeping blood to freeze. 

And languid weaknefs trembles in the knees. 

And now the clangor of the trumpet founds, 

And the rough rattling of the drum rebounds : 

The fife flirill whiftling cuts the gale ; on high 
The flourifh’d enfigns Ihine with many a dye 
Of blazing fplendor : o’er the ground they wheel 
And chufe their footing, when the proud Caftile 
Bids found the horrid charge 5 loud burfts the found, 
And loud Artabro’s rocky clifis rebound ; 

The thundering roar rolls round on every fide, 

And trembling finks Guidana’s rapid tide : 

The flow paced Durius rufhes o’er the plain, 

And fearful Tagus haftens to the main. 
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Such vras the tempefl of the dread alarms. 

The babes that prattled in their nurfes* arms 
ShriekM at the found : with fudden cold impreft. 

The mothers ftrained their infants to the breaft. 

And flioak with horror — now, far round, begin 
The bow ftrings whizzing, and the brazen » din 
Of arms on armour rattling ; either van 
Are mingled now, and man oppofed to man : 

To guard his native helds the one infpires. 

And one the raging luft of conqueh: fires j 
Now with fixt teeth, their writhing lips of blue. 

Their eye-balls glaring of the purple hue. 

Each arm ftrains fwifteft to impel the blow ; 

Nor wounds they value now, nor fear they know, 

Their only paffion to offend the foe. 

In might and fury, like the warrior god. 

Before his troops the glorious Nunio rode : 

That land, the proud invaders claim’d, he fows 
With their fpilt blood, and with their corfes ftrews. 

Their forceful volleys now the crols-bows pour, 

The clouds are darken’d with the arrowy flaower ; 

The 


t thehrazeiz din ^Homcr and Virgil have, with great art, gradually 

heightened the fury of ei/ery battle, till the lafl: efforts of their genius were 
lavifued in deferibing the fuperior prowefs of the hero in the dccifive en- 
gagement. Camoens, in like manner, has beftowed his utmoft attention 
on this his principal battle. The circumftances preparatory to the engage- 
ment are happily imagined, and folemnly conduded, and the fury of the 
canjbat is fupported with a poetical heat, and a variety of imagery, which, 
one need not hchtate to aSirm, would h^c done honour to an ancient 
clalilc. 
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The white foam reeking o’er their wavy mane, 

The fnorting courfers rage and paw the plain ; 

Beat by their iron hoofs, the plain rebounds. 

As diftant thunder through the mountains founds : 

The ponderous fpears crafli, fplintering far around ; 

The horfe and horfemen flounder on the ground ; 

The ground groans with the fudden weight oppreft, 

And many a buckler rings on many a creft. 

Where wide around the raging Nunio’s fword 
With furious fway the bravefl: fquadrons gored. 

The raging foes in clofer ranks advance, 

And his own brothers fhake the hoftile ^ lance. 

Oh! 


^ And hl$ Q'zvn brUhers Jbah the hojlile The juft inclig nation witll 

which Camoens treats the kindred of the brave 2<funio Alvaro de Pereyra^ is 
condemned by the French tranflator, “ Dans le fond, fays he, les Pereyras 
“ ne TKeritoient aucime fietrijfure, The Pereyras deferve no ftain on their 

“ memory for joining the king of Caftilc, whofc title to the crown of Por- 
“ tugal, was infinitely more juft and Iblid than that of Don John.” Caftera, 
however, is grofly miftaken. Don Alonzo Enriquez, the firft king of Portugal, 
was eiefted by the people, who had recovered their liberties at the glorious 
battle of Ourique. At the eleOaon, the conftitution of the kingdom was 
fettled in eighteen Ihort ftatutes, wherein it is exprefsly provided, that none 
but a Portuguefe can be king of Portugal; that if an Infanta marry a fo- 
reign piince, he lhall not, in her right, become king of Portugal: and anew 
ele<ftion of a king, in cafe of the failure of the male line, is by thefe ftatutes 
declared to be legal. By the treaty of marriage between the king of Caf* 
tile and Donna Beatrix, the heirefs of Fernando of Portugal, it was agreed, 
that only their children fhould fucceed to the Portuguele crown ; and that, 
in cafe the throne became vacant ere fuch children were born, the queen- 
dowager Leonora Ihould govern with the title of regent. Thus, neither by 
the original conftitution, nor by the treaty of marriage, could the king of 
Caftile fucceed to the throne of Portugal. And any pretence he might 
found on the marriage-contraft was already forfeited ; for he caufed himfelf 
and his queen to be proclaimed, added Portugal to his titles, coined Portu- 
guefe money with his bnft, depofed the queen regent, and afterwards ft,nt 

hvr 
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Oh ! horrid fight ! yet not the ties of blood. 

Nor yearning memory his rage witliftood ; 

With proud difdain his honeft eyes behold 
Whoe’er the traitor, who his king has fold. 

Nor want there otlrers in the hoftile band 
Who draw their fwords againft their native land ; 

And headlong driven, by impious rage accurft. 

In rank were foremoft, and in fight the firft- 
So fons and fathers, by each other flain. 

With horrid flaughter dyed Pharfalia’s plain. 

Ye dreary ghofts, who now for treafons foul, 

Amidft the gloom of Stygian darknefs howl j 
Thou Catiline, and, ftern Sertorius, tell 
Your brother fliades, and footh the pains of hell 5 
With triumph tell them, fome of Lufian race 
Like you have earn’d the traitor’s foul difgrace. 

As waves on waves, the foes increafing weight 
Bears down our foremoft ranks and fliakes the fight j 
Yet firm and undifmay’d great Nunio ftands. 

And braves the tumult of furrounding bands. 

So, from high Ceuta’s rocky mountains ftray’d. 

The raging lion braves the ihepherd’s fhade ; 

The 

herjsrifonerto Cafiile. The lawful heir, Don Juan, the fon of Inez de 
Caftro, was kept in.prlftn by his rival the king of Caftiie ; and, as before 
obferved, a new eieiaon was, by the original ftatntes, declared legal in cafes 
of emergency. Thele fadls, added to the conlidctation of the tyranny of 
the king of Caftile, and the great ferviecs which Don John had rendered 
his country, upon whom its oxiftence as a kingdom depended, fully vindi- 
cate the indignation of Camoens againft the traitorous Pereyras. 
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The flieplierds liaftening o’er the Tetuan plain, 

With Ihouts furround him, and with fpears reftrain : 

He ftops, with grinning teeth his breath he draws, 

Nor is it fear, but rage, that makes him paufe ; 

His threatening eye-balls burn with fparkllng hre, 

And his ftern heart forbids him to retire : 

Amidll the thickncfs of the fpears he flings. 

So midft his foes the furious Nunio fprings : 

The Lufian grafs with foreign gore difraln'd, 

Difplays the carnage of the heroes hand. 

An ample fliield the brave Glraldo bore, 

Which from the vanquifli’d Perez’ arm he tore ; 
Pierced through that fliield, cold death invades liSs eye. 
And dying Perez faw his viftor die. 

Edward and Pedro, emulous of fame. 

The fame their friendfliip, and their youth the fame, 
Through the fierce Brigians hew’d their bloody ^ way, 
Till in a cold embrace the ftriplings lay, 

Lopez and Vincent ruflfd on glorious death, 

And midft their flaughter’d foes refign’d their breath. 
Alonzo glorying in his youthful might 
Spurr’d his fierce courfer tlirougli the ftaggering fight : 
«« Shower’d from the dafhing hoofs the fp-atter’d gore 
Flies round ; but foon the rider vaunts no more: 

<< Five Spanifh fwords the murmuring ghofts atone, 

«« Of five Caftilians by his arms o’erthrown. 

Transfix’d 

* Through the force The Caftiltans, ib called fiom one of 

their ancient kings, named Brix, or Brigus, whom the monkifh fabnlifts call 
the grandfon of Noah. 
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Transfix’d with three Iberian fpears^ the gar. 

The knightly lover, young Hilario lay : 

Though, like a rofe, cut off in opening bloom, 

The hero weeps not for his early doom ; 

Yet trembling in his fwimming eye appears 
“ The pearly drop, while his pale cheek he rears 5 
** To call his loved Antonia’s name he tries, 

The name half utter’d, down he finks, and ^ dies.” 


Now through his fhatter’d ranks the monarch ftrode, 
And now before his rally’d fquadrons rode ; 

Brave Nunio’s danger from afar he fpies. 

And inftant to his aid impetuous flies. 

So when returning from the plunder’d folds, 

The iionefs her emptied den beholds, 

Enraged flie ftands, and iiftening to the gale, 

She hears her whelps low howling in the vale ^ 

The living fparkles flafliing from her eyes. 

To the Maflyiian fhepherd-tents fhe n flies j 
She groans, ihe roars, and echoing far around 
The feven twin-mountains tremble at the found : 

So 


“ Tliefe lines, marked in the text with turned commas, arc not in the 
common editions of Camoens. They confift of three ftanzas in the Por- 
tuguefe, and are faid to have been left out by the author himfeif in his fe- 
coad edition. The tranfiator, however, as they breathe the true fpirit of 
Virgil, was willing to preferve them with this acknowledgment. In this he 
has followed the example of Caftera. 

^ To ihe Majfyliarijhepherd tents — MafTviia, a province of Numidi.i, greatly 
infefted with lions, particularly that part of it called OsJeU monies Irmms, the 
ieven brother mountains. 
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So raged the king^ and with a chofen train 
He pours reflflleis o’er the heaps of ilalri. 

Oh bold companions of my tolls, he cries. 

Our dear-loved freedom on our lances lies 
Sehoid your friend, your monarch, leads the way, 

And dares the thickeft of the iron fray. 

Say, fliall the Lufian race forfake their king, 

V/here fpears infuriate on the bucklers ring ! 

He Ipoke ; then four times round his head he whirl’d 
His ponderous fpear, and midft the foremoft hurl’d ; 
Deep through the ranks the forceful weapon paft. 

And many a gafping warrior figh’d his ^ iaft. 

VOL. II. G With 


® And Tnan^ a gafping viarnor ftgh' d hh /ij/?.— -This, which is almofl: literal 
from 

JM[uiios lan^arao o ultimo fiifpiro^ 

and the preceding circumftance of Don John’s brandifliing his lance four 
times 


£ Jopefando a lan^a quatro •vezes-^ 

are truly poetical, and in the fpirit of Homer. They are omitted, however, 
by Caftera, who fubftitntes the following in their place, “ II dit, et fun hra^^ 
&c.— ‘He faid, and with an arm whole blows are inevitable, he threw his 
“ javelin againfl the fierce Maldonat. Death and the weapon went toge- 
then Maldonat fell, pierced with a large wound, and his horfe tumbled 
“ over him,” Befides Maldonat, Cajftera has, in this battle, introduced fe- 
▼eral other names which have no place in Camoens. Carrillo, Robledo, 
John of Lorca, Salazar of Seville were killed, he cells us : And, “ Veiai- 
“ ques and Sanches, natives of Toledo, Galbes, furnamed the Soldier with- 
** out Fear, Montanches, Oropefa, and Mondonedo, all fix of proved va- 
“ lour, fell by the hand of young Antony, qut pone dans Is combat ou plus 
** fadrejfe ou plus de bonbeur queux^ who brought to the fight either more ad- 

« drefs 
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Wi£h noble fliatne Infpired, and mounting ragCj 
His bands rufli on, and foot to foot engage 5 
Thick burftlng fparkles from the blows afpire 5 
Such flafhes blaze, their fwords feem dipt in ^ fire ^ 

The belts of fteel and plates of brafs are riven. 

And -wound for wound, and death for death is given 

Tlie firft in honour of Saint Jago^s band^ 

A naked glioft now fought the gloomy firand ^ 

And 

dreli* or better fortune than thefe.*^ Not a word of this is In the PortU' 
■guefe. 

The fate of another hero Ihall conclude the fpeciniens of the manner of 
Caflera. The following is literally tranflated : “ Guevar, a vain man, nou- 
riftied in indolence, ftained his arms and face with the blood of the dead 
whom he found ftretched on the duft. Under the cover of this frivolour 
« impofture, he pretended to pafs himfelf for a formidable warrior. He 
“ publilhed, with a high voice, the number of the enemies he had thrown to 
the ground. Bon Pedro interrupted him with a blow of hisisbre : Guc- 
var loft his life ; his head, full of fumes of a ridiculous pride, bounded 
“ far away from his body, w'hich remained dehled with its own blood; a juP. 

and terrible punilhment loi the lies he had told/’ It is almoft upneceftar>' 
to add, that there is not one word of this in the original. 

p fzvords feem d/pt in fire,—-‘’lkYC\s is as literal as the idiom of 
the two languages would aiiow. Brydeii has a thought like this cf Cambens„ 
but which is not in his original : 

I'heir bucklers ciafh ; thick blows defeend from high, 

And flakes of fire from their hard helmets fly. 

Bjiyd. Virc. xii. 

^ ^he firjl in honcur of (S'/, Grand maftcr of the order of Si 

James, named D<m Pedro Nunio. He was not killed, however, in this bat- 
tle, which was fought on the plains of Aljuharota^ but in that of Valverda, 
which immediately followed. l‘he reader may perhaps be lurprifed to find, 
that eveiy fbldier mentioned in thefe notes is a Don, a Lord, The following 
piece of hiftoiy will account for the number of the Portuguefe nobles. 
Don jflcTiTio Enr)que%^ count of Portugal, when fiiluted king by his army at 
the battle of Oimqus\ in return, dignified every man ’u his army with th& 
rank of nobility, Vid, the 9th ftat. of Zamr^o. 
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And he- of Calatravc the iovereign knight. 

Girt with whole troops his arm had fain in fight, 
Defcended murmuring to the faadcs of night. 
Blafplieming heaven, and gafli’d with many a wound 
Brave Nunio’s rebel kindred gnawed the ground. 

And ciirfi: their fate, and dy’d. Ten thouiands more 
Who held no title and no ofiicc bore. 

And namelefs nobles who, promifeuous fell. 

Appeas’d that day the foaming dog of hell. 

Now low the proud Caftilian ftandard lies 
Beneath the Lufian flag, a vanquiflf d prize. 

With furious madnefs fired, and ftern difdain. 

The fierce Iberians to the fight again 
Rufli headlong; groans and yellings of defpair 
With horrid uproar rend the trembling air. 

Hot boils the blood, thirft burns, and every breaft 
Pants, every limb with fainty weight oppreft 
Slow now obeys the will’s ftern ire, and flow 
From every fword defceiids the feeble blow ; 

G 2 Till 


If — ..i g ryog;/j and ydl'in^s of *Thc Idfl efibrts of tage and delpair 

are thus deferibed in Pope’s tranilation of the fifth battle at the iliips. 1 l. xv, 

Thu ’ivouldf have thought, fo furious ivas their fre. 

No force could tame them, atd no toil could tire ; 

As if fie'W •vigour from nenv fgbts they •won. 

And the long battle was hut then begun, 

Greece yet unconquer d he^t alive the war. 

Secure of death, confiding in defpair. 

Troy in proud hopes already viewed the main, 

Bright with the blaxe, and red with heroes fain i 
Like frength is felt from hope and f rod defpair. 

And each contends as hh were all the war. 
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Till rage grew languid, and tired (laughter found 
No arm to combat, and no breaft to wound. 

Now from the field Caftiie’s proud monarch flies, 

In wild difmay he rolls his maddening eyes, 

And leads the pale-lipt flight : fwift wingM with fear, ' 
As drifted fmoke, at diftance difappear 
The dufiy fquadrons of the fcatter*d rear 5 
Blafpheming heaven, they fly, and him who firft 
Forged murdering arms, and led to horrid wars accurft. 


The fefiive days by heroes old ^ ordaiiFd 
The glorious viftor on the field remain’d. 

The 

“ 2^Qiv/rcM the Jidd Cajliles ^roud momreh This tyrant, whofe unjufl 

pretenfions to the crown of Portugal laid his own and that kingdom in 
blood, was on his final defeat overwhelmed with all the frenzy of grief. In 
the night after the deciiive battle of Aljubarota, he fled upwards of thirty 
miles upon a mule. Don Laurence^ archbiihop of Bragu^ in a letter written 
in old Portuguele to Don abbot of Alsoba^t^ gives this account of his 
heiiavioiir. “ 0 coiidejhubrt d me Jar faher ca 9 rcy de Cujteliajc viem d Satitaren 
““ cemo bomcti quern mcldeTua feu viver^ e piixava birbas ; e d bo 

Js, bom msltjor e que 0 foget ca /ton fagtrmolo noi^ ca horxen^ quum Juas bar- 

b-’s ars'tpsla mao la^or Jarzu das alheas, i, e. The conllabJe Jias informed 
“ me that he law the king of Cafliie at Santaren, who behaved as a mad- 
** man, cnrfuig hi» exigence, and tearing the hairs of his beard. And in good 
jny good friend, it is oetter that he fhouid do I'o to himieif than to 
■** Uij the man who tnus plucks his own beard, would be mneh better pleafed 
“■ CO do fo to others." The writer of this letter, though a prelate, fought 
at the battle of Aljxdarota^ where he received on the face a large wound 
from a flibre. Caftera relates this anecdote of him : The flattery of a 
iculptor had omitted the deep fear : wlien the archbilliup law the llatue, he 
laid hold of an attendant’s fword, with which he disfigured the face. I have 
now, faid he, fuppiied what it wanted. 

• "The fcf he days by heroes old ordain d. — As a certain proof of the viflory, it 
was required, by the honour of tbefe ages, that the viffor lliouid encamp 
three days on the field of battle. By this knight-errantry, the advantages 

which 
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The funeral rites and holy %'^ows he paid ; 

Yet not the while the reftlefs Nunio ftaid 5 
O'er Tago’s waves his gallant bands he led. 

And humbled Spain in every province bled : 

Sevilia’s ftandard on his fpear he bore, 

And Andaluiia’s enfigns fteept in gore- 
Low in the duft diftrcfl: Caftilia mourn’d. 

And bathed in tears each eye to heaven was turn’d 
The orphan’s, widow’s, and the hoary fire’s ; 

And heaven relenting quench’d the raging fires 
Of mutual hate ; from England’s happy fhore 
The peaceful fcas ^ two lovely fillers bore- 
The rival monarchs to the nuptial bed 
hi joyful hour the i-oyal virgins led^ 

And 


svhreh ought to have been puriued, were frequently loft. Don John, how- 
pver, though he complied with the reigning ideas of honour, lent Don Nu- 
uio, with a proper army, to reap the fruits of his viftory, 

K JiJlen Caftera*s note on this place is literally thus ; 

** They were the daughters of John, duke of Lancafter, fon of Edward IV. 
« of England, both of great beauty : the eldeft, named Catherine, was mar- 
“ ried to the king of Caftile, the youngcft, Ilabei, to the king of Portugal,’* 
This is all a miftake. John of Portugal, about a year after the battle of 
AljubarotOf married Philippa^ eldeft daughter of John of Gannt^ duke of Lan- 
cafter, Ton of Edward III. who aflifted the king, his fon-in-law, in an irrup- 
tion into Caftile, and at the end of the campaign promifed to return with 
more numerous forces for the next. But this was prevented by the mar- 
riage of his youngeft daughter Catalina with Don Henry^ eldeft fon of the 
king of Caftile. The king of Portugal on this entered Galicia, and ie- 
duced the cities of Tuy and Salvaterra, A tsuce followed. While the ty- 
rant of Caftile meditated a new war, he was killed by a fall from his horfe, 
and leaving no ilFue by his queen Beatrix^ the king of Portugal’s daughter, 
all pretenfions to that crown ceafod. The truce was now prolonged for fif- 
teen years, and though not ftriftly kept, yet at Jaft the influence of the 
Englifh queen. Catalina prevailed, and a long peace, happy for both king- 
doms, enfued. 
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And holy peace aflum’d her blifsful reigrij, 

Again the peafant joy’d^ the landfcape fmiled again. 

But John’s brave breaft to warlike cares inured^ 

With confcious fliame the flcth of eafe endured. 

When not a foe awaked his rage in Spain 
The valiant hero braved the foamy main ; 

The firll, nor meaneftj of our kings who bore 
The Lufian thunders to the Afric Ihore. 

O’er the wild waves the vidtor-banners flow’d^ 

Their hlver wings a thoufand eagles Ihew’d ; 

And proudly fwelling to the whirling gales 
The feas were whiten’d with a thoufand fails. 

Beyond the columns by Aicides placed 
To bound the world, the zealous warrior path 
The fhrines of Hagar’s race, the flirines of lufl, 

And moon-crown’d mofques lay fmoaking in the duft. 
O’er Abyla’s high fteep his lance he raifed. 

On Ceuta’s lofty towers his ftandard blazed ; 

Ceuta, the refuge of the traitor ^ train. 

His vaffal now, enfures the peace of Spain. 

But ah, how foon the blaze of glory dies I 
Illuftriousw John afeends his native ikies. 

His 

Ceuta^ the refuge of the traitor Ceuta is one of the ftfongeft garri- 

fons in Africa ; it lies almoft oppoiite to Gibraltar, and the poflellion of it 
was of the greateft importance to the Fortuguefe, during their frequent wars 
with the Moors. Before its redufHon, it was the afylum of Spanilh and 
Fortuguefe renegados and traitors. 

Illufrious — The chara^fer of this great prince claims a place 

in thefe notes, as it alTords a comment on the enthufiaihi of Camoens, who 

has 
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His gallant oGspring prove their genuine ftraln. 

And added lands incrcafc the Lullan reign. 

Yet not the fir ft of heroes Ed^vard fiione 
His happieft days long hours of evil own. 

He fawj fcciuded from the cheerful dajjj 
His fainted brother pine his years away- 
O glorious ^ youth in captive chains, to thee 
What fuiting honours may thy land decree ! 

Thy 


bas made him the hero of this cpifoJe. Kis bhth, excellent education, and 
inaflcrly condudt when regent, have alieady been mentioned. The fame 
juflicc, prudence, and hcroifm always accompanied him when king. He had 
the art to join the moft winning affability with all the manly dignity of the 
fovereign. To thofe who were his friends, when a private man, he w^as par- 
ticularly attentive. His nobility dined at his table, he frequently made 
vifits to them, and introduced among them the tafte for, and the love of 
letters. As he felt the advantages of education, he took the utmofl care 
of that of his children. He had many Ions, and he himfelf often inftrufted 
them in folid and ufcful knowledge, and was amply repaid. He lived to 
fee them men, men of parts and of a£l:ion5 whofe only emulation w’as to 
jQicvv afledlioii to his perfon, and to fupport his adminiftration by their great 
abilities. One of his fons, Don Henry, duke of Vifeo, was that great prince, 
whole ardent pallion for maritime affairs, gave birth to ail the modern im- 
provements in navigation. The clergy, who had diflairbcd almoll every 
other reign, were fo convinced of the wildom of his, that they confefled he 
ought to be fupported out of the trcafiircs of the church, and granted him 
the church plate to be coined. When the pope ordered a rigorous enquiry 
to be made into his having brought ecclefiaflics before lay tribunals, the 
clergy had the lingular honefty to defert w^hat was ftiled the church immu- 
nities, and to own that juftice had been impartially adminiftered. He died 
in the feventy-lixth year of his age, and in the forty-eighth of his reign. 
His affe£l:ion to his queen Philippa made him fond of the EngUlh, whofe 
friendlhip he cultivated, and by whom he was frequently alfifted. 

* 0 glorious Camoens, in this inflance, has raifed the charaftcr 

of one brother at the other’s expence, to give his poem an air of Ibiemnity. 
The fiege of Tangier was propofed ia council. The king’s brothers differed 

ir? 
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Thy nation proffer’d, and the foe with joy 
For Ceuta’s towers prepared to yield the boy | 

The princely hoftage nobly fpurns the thought 
Of freedom and of life fo dearly bought, 

The 


in their opinions : that of Don Fernand, tho’ a knight-erranf adventure, 
■was approved of by the young nobility. The infants Henry and Fernand, 
at the head of 7000 men, laid Hegc to Tangier, and were furrounded by a 
munerous army of Moors, as fbme writers fay, of fix hundred thoufand. On 
condition that the Portuguefe fhouid be allowed to return home, the in- 
fants promifed to reftore Ceuta. The Moors gladly accepted of the terms, 
but demanded one of the infants as an hoftage. Fernand offered himfelf,, 
and was left. The king was willing to comply with the terms to relieve 
his brother, but the court confidered the value of Ceuta, and would not 
conlent. The pope alfo interpofed his authority, that Ceuta jfhouid be kept 
as a check on the infidels, and propofed to raife a crufade for the delivery 
of Fernand. In the meanwhile, large offers were made for his liberty. 
Thefc wererejefled by the Moors, who wrould accept of nothing but Ceuta, 
whofe vaft: importance w’as fuperior to any ranfora. When negociation 
failed, king Edward afTcmbled a Urge army t« effetl his brother’s releafe ; 
but juft as he was fetting out, he wasfeized with the plague, and died, leav- 
ing orders with his queen to deliver up Ceuta for the releafe of his brother. 
This, however, was never performed. Don Fernand remained with the 
Moors" till his death. The magnanimity of his behaviour gained him their 
efteem and admiration ; nor is there good proof that he received any extra- 
ordinary rigorous treatment ; the contrary is rather to be inferred from the 
romantic notions of military honour, which then prevailed among the 
Moors. Some, however, whom Caftera follows, make his fufferings little 
inferior to thofe, without proof likewife, aferibed to Regulus. Don Fer- 
nand is to this day efteemed as a faint and martyr in Portugal, and his me- 
mory is commemorated on the fifth of June. King Edward reigned only 
five years and a month. He was the moft eloquent man in his dominions, 
fpoke and wrote Latin elegantly, was author of fevcral books, one on horfe- 
manlhip, in which art he excelled. He was brave in the field, aftive in bu- 
finefs, and rendered his country infinite fervice by reducing the laws to a 
regular code. Ke was knight of the order of the garter, which honour was 
conferred upon him by his coufin Henry V* of England. In one inflance, 
he gave great offence to the fuperftitious populace. He defpifed tlie advice 
of a Jew aftrologer, who entreated him to delay his coronation, becaufe the 
Ears that day were unfavourable. To this the misfortune of the army at 
"i'angicr was aferibed, and the people were always on the alarm while iif 
Ih ‘td, as if fome tcnibic difaile: impended over them. 
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The raging vengeance of the Moors defies^ 

Gives to the clanking chains his limbsj and dies 
A dreary prifon deaths Let noify fame 
No more nnequaird hold her Codrus* name ; 

Her Regulus, her Curtius boaft no more, 

Nor thofe the honour’d Decian name who bore. 
The fplendor of a court, to them unknown. 
Exchang’d for deathful fate’s mofl: awful frown, 

To diflant times through every land fliall blaze 
The felf-devoted Lufian’s nobler praife. 

Now to the tomb the haplefs king defcends. 

His foil Alonzo brighter fate attends. 

Alonzo ! dear to Lufus’ race the name | 

Nor his the meaneft in the rolls of fame. 

His might refiftlefs proftrate Afric own’d. 

Beneath his yoke the Mauritinians groan’d. 

And ftill they groan beneath the Lufian fway. 
*Twas his in vidor pomp to bear away 
The golden apples from Hefperia’s fliore, 

Which but the fon of Jove had fnatch’d before. 
The palm and laurel round his temples bound, 
Difplay’d his triumphs on the Moorifli ground ; 
When proud Arzilla’s ftrength, Alcazer’s towers. 
And Tingia, boaftful of her numerous powers. 
Beheld their adamantine walls o’erturned, 

Their ramparts leveled, and their temples burn’d. 
Great was the day : the meaneft fword that fought 
Beneath the Lufian flag fuch wonders ivrought 


As 
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As from the mufe might challenge endiels fame^ 

'Fhough low their ftation^ and untold their name. 

Now flung with wild ambition’s madning fires^, 

To proud Caftilia’s throne the king y afpireso 
The lord of Arragon, from Cadiz’ walls. 

And hoar Pyrene’s tides his legions calls ; 

The numerous legions to his ftandards throng. 

And war, with horrid flrides, now ftalks along- 
With emulation fired, the ^ prince beheld 
His warlike fire ambitious of the field ; 

Scornful of eafe, to aid his arms he fped. 

Nor fped in vain : The raging combat bled ; 

Alonzo’s ranks with carnage gored, difinay 
Spread her cold wings, and lliook his firm array j 
To flight fhe hurried 5 while with brow ferene 
The martial boy beheld the deatlifiii feene. 

With curving movement o’er the field he rode, 

Th’ oppofing troops his wheeling fquadrons mow’d : 

The purple dawn and evening fiin beheld 
His tents encampt aflert the conquer’d field. 

Thus when the ghoft of Julius hover’d o’er 
Philippi’s plain, appeafed with Roman gore. 

Octavius’ 

y ‘To proud Ca^iliids throne the king empires . — When Henry IV. of Cafrile died, 
he declared that the infanta Joanna was his heirefs, in preference to his lifter, 
Donna Jfabella^ married to Don Ferdinand, ft>n to the king of Arragon. In 
hopes to attain the kingdom of Caftile, Don Alonzo, king of Portugal, ob- 
tained a difpenfation from the pope to marry his niece, Donna Joanna', but 
after a bloody war, the ambitious views of Alonzo and his courtiers v/ere de- 
feated. 

» The prince of Portugal. 
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Oftavius’ legions left the field in flighty 
While happier Marcus triumph'd in the fight. 

When endlefs night had feal'd his mortal eyes^ 

And brave Alonzo's fpirit fought the fkies. 

The fecond of the name, ‘the valiant John, 

Our thirteenth monarch, now afcends the throne. 

To feize immortal fame, his mighty mind, 

What man had never dared before, defign'd 5 
That glorious labour which I now purfue, 

Through feas unfail'd to find the Ihores that view 
The day-ftar, rifing from his watery bed, 

The fir ft grey beams of infant morning flied. 

Selecled melTengers his will obey ; 

Through Spain and France they hold their vent'rous way i 
Through Italy they reach the port that gave 
The fair « Parthenope an honoured grave •, 

That fhore which oft has felt the fervile chain, 

But now fmiles happy in the care of Spain. 

Now from the port the brave adventurers bore. 

And cut the billows of the Rhodian fliore 5 
Now reach the ftrand where noble Pompey * bled | 

And now, repair’d with reft, to Memphis fped 5 
And now, afcending by the vales of Nile, 

Whofe waves pour fatnefs o'er the grateful foil, 

Through 

» _ Tarthempe — was one of the lyrens. Enraged becaufe ftie could 
not allure UlyfTes, flie threw herfelf into the fea. Her corpfe was thrown 
alhore, and buried where Naples now ftands. 

» — noble Fmpey bled^^Thu coaft of Alexandria* 
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Through Ethiopia's peaceful dales they ftray’d. 

Where their ghid eyes Meffiah’s rites ^ furvey^ ; 

And nov;r they pals the famed Arabian flood, 

Whofe \v'aves of old in wondrous ridges flood, 

While IfraeFs favour’d race the fable bottom trode : 
Behind them gliflening to the morning Ikies, 

The mountains named from Izmael’s offspring ' rife ; 

Now round rheir fteps the bleft Arabia fpreads 
Her groves of odour, and her balmy meads. 

And every breafl, infpired with glee, inhales 
The grateful fragrance of Sabxa’s gales : 

Now pafr the Perfian gulph their route afeends 
Where Tygris wave with proud Euphrates blends 5 
Illuftrious ftreams, where ftill the native flicws 
Where Babel’s haughty tower unfinifli’d rofe : 

From thence through climes unknown, their daring courfe 
Beyond where Trajan forced his way, they ^ force ; 
Carmanian hordes, and Indian tribes they faw. 

And many a barbarous rite, and many a law 
Their fearch explored ; but to their native fliore. 

Enrich’d with knowledge, they return’d no more. 

The 


- rites Among the Chriftians of Pr^er John^ or 

AbylTinia. 

^ 'fue moimsnhts from IznmeVs o^sprin g ^^^ ■■ T he Nabathean momi« 
tains ; fo named from Nabaoth, the foa of Ifhmaei. 

^ Beyond ivhen Trajan - — ■ ■ ^ -The emperor Trajan extended the bounds of 
the Roman empire in the eaft, far beyond any of his predecefibrs. His 
conquefts reached to the river Tigris, near which ftood the city of Ctefiphon* 
which he fabcIuecU The Roman hiitorians boafted that India was entirely 
-^Tonquered by him ; bu: they couH only mean Arabia Faclix. Vid. Dion. 
Cain Eufeb* Chron. p. ao6. 
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The glad completion of the fates’ decree. 

Kind heaven referved, Emmanuel, for thee* 

The crown, and high ambition of thy c fires, 

To thee defcending, waked thy latent fires ; 

And to command the fea from pole to pole, 

With reftlefs wifh inflamed thy mighty foul. 

Now from the iliy the facred light withdrawn. 

O’er heaven’s clear azure fhone the ftars of dawup 
Deep filence fpread her gloomy wings around. 

And human griefs were wrapt in fieep profound. 

The monarch llumber’d on his golden bed, 

Yet anxious cares pofleft his thoughtful head r> 

His generous foul, intent on public good. 

The glorious duties of his birth review’d. 

When fent by heaven a facred dream infpired 
His labouring mind, and with its radiance fired : 

High to the clouds his towering head was rear’d. 

New worlds, and nations fierce and ftrange, appear’d j 
The purple dawning o’er the mountains flow’d, 

The foreft-boughs with yellow iplendor glow’d ; 

High from the fteep two copious glafly ftreams 
Roll’d down, and glitter’d in the morning beams. 

Here various monfters of the wild were fc’en. 

And birds of plumage, azure, fcarlet, green : 

Here various herbs, and flowers of various bloom 
There black as night the foreft’s horrid gloom, 

Wiioie 

* The cro7vn, ncid J/jah amhllion of toy Emmanuel v/as coufia to the 

late king John 11. and grandfon to king Edward^ fon of jehn 1. 
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Whofe iliaggy brakes^ by human ttep miLrodj 
Darken’d the glaring lion’s dread abode. 

Here as the monarch fix’d his wondering eyes^ 
iVv'o hoary fathers from the ftreams arife ; 

Their afpect rufiic, yet a reverend grace 
Appear’d majeftic on their wrinkled face : 

Their tawny beards uncomb’d, and fweepy long, 
Adown their knees in fhaggy ringlets hung , 

From every lock the cryfial drops diftil. 

And bathe their limbs as in a trickling rill ; 

Gay wreaths of flowers, of fruitage, and of boughs,, 
Namelefs in Europe, crown’d their furrow’d brows^ 
Bent o'er his ftaiF, more filver’d o’er with years. 
Worn with a longer way, the one appears ; 

Who now Cow beckoning with his wither’d handj, 
As now advanced before the king they ftand ; 

O thou, whom worlds to Europe yet unknown^ 
Are doom’d to yield, and dignify thy crown ; 

To thee our golden ihores the fates decree ; 

Our necks, unbow’d before, fhall bend to thee. 
Wide through the world refounds our wealthy fame 
Hafte, fpeed thy prows, that fated wealth to claim . 
From Paradife my hallowed waters fpring ; 

The facred Ganges I, my brother king 
Th’ iliuftrious author of the Indian name : 

Yet toil fhall languifh, and the fight fhall flame 5 
Our faireft lawns with ftreaming gore fhall fmoke. 
Ere yet our fhoulders bend beneath the yoke 4 


But 
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But thou flialt conquer : ali thine eyes furvey-j 
With all our various tribes, ilrall own thy fvvay„ 

He fpoke 5 and melting in a Illvcry feream 
Both dilappear’d j when waking from his dream. 
The wondering monarch thriird with awe divine. 
Weighs in his lofty thoughts the facred flgn. 

Now morning burfting from the eaftern Hcy 
Spreads o’er the clouds the biufhing rofe’s dye ; 
The nations wake, and at the fovereign’s call 
The Lufian nobles crowd the palace hall. 

The vifion of his fleep the monarch tells ; 

Each heaving breaft with joyful wonder fwells : 
Fulfil, they cry, the facred fign obey. 

And fpread the canvafs for the Indian fea. 

Inftant my looks with troubled ardour burn’d. 
When keen on me his eyes the monarch turn’d : 
What he beheld I know not j but I know. 

Big fweird my bofom with a prophet’s glow ; 

And long my mind, with wondrous bodings fired, 
Had to the glorious dreadful toil afpired : 

Yet to the king, whate’er my looks betrayed. 

My looks the omen of fuccefs difplayed. 

When with that fweetnefs in his mien expreft, 
Which unrefifted wins the generous breaft, 

Great are the dangers, great the toils, he cried « 
Ere glorious honours crown the viftor’s pride. 
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‘If in the glorious ftrife the hero fali^ 

He proves no danger could his foul appall j 
And but to dare fo great a toil, fliall raife 
Each age’s wonder, and immortal praife. 

For this dread toil new oceans to explore. 

To fpread the fail where fail ne’er flow’d before^ 

For this dread labour, to your valour due. 

From all your peers I name, O Vasco, you. 

Dread as it is, yet light the talk fliall be 

To you, my Gama, as perform’d for me.- 

My heart could bear no more— Let ikies on fire» 

Let frozen feas, let horrid war confpire, 

I dare them all, I cried, and but repine 
That one poor life is all I can refign* 

Did to my lot Alcides’ labours fall. 

For you my joyful heart v/ould dare them all j 
The ghaftly realms of death could man invade. 

For you my fteps ihould trace the ghaftly fiiade^ 

While thus with loyal zeal my bofom fweli’d, 

That panting zeal my prince with joy beheld i 
Honour’d with gifts I ftood, but honour’d more 
By that efteem my joyful fovereign bore. 

That generous praife which fires the foul of worih- 
And gives new virtues unexpected birth, 

That praife even now my heaving bofom fireSj. 

Inflames my courage, and each wifli infpires. 


Moved 
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Moved by afFcclion^ and allured by fame, 

A gallant youth, who bore the deareft name, 

Paulus my brother, boldly faed to fhare 
My toils, my dangers, and my fate in war ; 

And brave Coelio urged the hero’s claim 
To dare each hardfliip, and to join our fame: 

For glory both with reftlcfs ardour buni’d. 

And lilken eafe for horrid danger fpurn’d ; 

Alike renown’d in council or in field, 

The fnare to baffle, or the fword to wield. 

Through Lifboa’s youth the kindling ardour ran. 

And bold ambition thrill’d from man to man 5 
And each the meaneft of the venturous band 
With gifts flood honour’d by the fovereign’s hand. 
Heavens ! -what a fury fwell’d each warrior’s breaft. 

When each, in turn, the failing king addrefl ! 

Fired by his words the direft tolls they fcorn’d. 

And with the horrid lufc of danger fiercely burn’d. 

With fuch bold rage the youth of Mynia glow’d. 
When the firfr keel the Euxine furges plow’d 5 
When bravely venturous for the golden fleece 
Orac’lous Argo fail’d from wondering ^ Greece. 

Where Tago’s yellow ftream the harbour laves, 

And flowly mingles with the ocean waves, 

VOL. 11. H In 

^Oraclatis Argo—^*" According to fable, the veficl of the Argonauts 
“ fpoke and prophefied. The ancients, I liippofe, by this meant to mfinu- 
“ ate, that thofe vtrho truft their lives to the caprice of the waves, have need 
“ of a penetrating forellght, that they may not be farprifed by fudden tern- 
pefts,’* Cajiera. 
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In warlike pride my gallant navy rode^ 

And proudly o’er the beach my Ibldiers ftrode. 

Sailors and land-men marfhaird o’er the ftrand^ 

In garbs of various hue around me ftand. 

Each earneft hrft to plight the facred vowj, 

Oceans unknown and gulphs untry’d to plow : 

Then turning to the flilps their fparkling eyes, 

With joy they heard the breathing winds arife ; 

Elate Vidth joy beheld the flapping fail. 

And purple flandards floating on the gale $ 

While each prefaged that great as Argo’s fame, 

Our fleet fliould give fome Harry band a name. 

Where foaming on the fliore the tide appears, 

A facred fane its hoary arches rears : 

Dim o’er the fea the evening fiiades defeend, 

And at the holy flirine devout we bend : 

There, while the tapers o’er the altar blaze. 

Our prayers and earnell: vows to heaven we raife. 

Safe through the deep, where every yawning wave 
Still to the Tailor’s eye difplays his grave 5 
Through howling tempefls, and through gulphs untry’d, 
O ! mighty God ! be thou our watchful guide,” 

While kneeling thus before the facred fhrine. 

In holy faith’s nioft folemn rite we join. 

Our peace with heaven the bread of peace confirms. 

And meek contrition every bofcia warms : 

Sudden the liglits estinguilli’d, all around 


Dread 
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Dread fiicnce reigns^ and midnight gloom profound ; 

A facred horror pants on every breaih, 

And each firm breaft devotes itfclf to death 
An offer’d iacrince, fworn to obey 
My nodj and follow Vvhere I lead the way. 

Now proftrate round the hallow’d flirinc we s Ik;. 

Till rofy morn befpreads the eaftern fky ; 

Then, breathing fixt refolves, my daring mates 
March to the fliips, while pour’d from Lifboa’s gates^ 
Thoufands on thoufands crowding, prefs along, 

A woeful, weeping, melancholy throng. 

A thoufand white-robed priefts our Iteps attend. 

And prayers, and holy vows to heaven afeend. 

A feene fo folemn, and the tender woe 
Of parting friends, conftralned my tears to flow. 

To weigh our anchors from our native fliore — 

To dare new oceans never dared before — 

Perhaps to fee my native coaft no more — 

Forgive, O king, if as a man I feel, 

I bear no bofom of obdurate fieel — 

H 2 

2 iVbw profraie round the hallouxJfarine uoe lie, — ^This folemn fccne is accord- 
ing to hiftory : Abe rat Olyfippone prope littus quatuor pafluum miilia 
tempium Jfand religiofum et faneftumab Henrico in honoremfanfliffim® vir- 

ginis edificatum in id Gama pridie illius diei, quo erat na- 

vem confeenfurus, fe recepit, ut no£lem cum religiofis hominibus qui in 
ssdibus templo conjun£Hs habitabant, in precibus ct votis confomeret. Se- 
quenti die cum multi non illius tantum gratia, fed aiiorum etiam, qui iili 
comites erant, convenilfent, fuit ab omnibus in fcaphis deduclus. Neque 
foliim homines religlofi, fed reliqui omnes voce maxima cum lacrymis a Deo 
precabantur, ut bene & profperd iUa tam periculofa navigatio omnibus eve- 
'liret, & univerfi re bene gella incolumes in patriam rsdirent. 
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(The godlike hero here ibppreft the figh^ 

And wiped the tear-drop from his manly eye 
Then thus refuming — ) Aii the peopled fhore 
An awful, filent look of anguift wore i 
Affeftion, friendfhip, all the kindred ties 
Of fpoafe and parent ianguiOi’d in their eyes :: 

As men they never fhould again behold^ 
Self-olFcr’d viclims to deitruclion fold^, 

On us they fixt the eager look of woe. 

While tears o’er every cheek began to flow ^ 

When thus aloud, Alas ! my fon, my fon, 

An hoary fire exclaims ! Oh, whither run. 

My hearths foie joy, my trembling age’s ftay, 

To yield thy limbs the dread fea-monfter’s prey i 
To feek thy burial in the raging wave. 

And leave me cheerlefs unking to the grave ! 

Was it for this I watch’d thy tender years. 

And bore each fever of a father’s fears ! 

Alas ! my boy ! — His voice is heard no more. 

The fetnale Ihriek refounds along the ihore : 

With hair diihevelFd, through the yielding crowd 
A lovely bride fprings on, and fereams aloud ; 

Oh ! where, my hufbaad, where to feas unknown. 
Where would’fl: thou fly me, and my love diibwn ? 
And v/ilt thou, cruel, to the deep conilgu 
That valued life, the joy, the foul of mine 
And muft our loves, and all the kindred train 
Of rapt endearments, all expire in vain ! 


All 
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Ail the dear tranfports of the warm embrace. 

When mutual love infpired each raptured face I 
Mull; all, ' alas ! be fcatter’d in the wind, 

Nor thou beflow one lingering look behind I 

Such the lorn parents' and the fpoufes’ woes, 

Such o^er the ftrand the voice of wailing rofe j 
From breaft to breaft the foft contagion crept, 

Moved by the woeful found the children wept ; 

The mountain echoes catch the big-fwoln fighs. 

And through the dales prolong the matron’s cries ; 

The yellow finds v/ith tears are filver’d o’er, 

Our fate the mountains and the beach deplore. 

Yet firm we march, nor turn one glance afide 
On hoary parent, or on lovely bride. 

Though glory fired our hearts, too well we knew 
What foft affeftion and what love could do. 

The lall: embrace the bravefi: vrorf: can bear : 

The bitter yearnings of the parting tear 
Sullen we fhun, unable to lufiain 
The melting palEon of fuch tender pain. 

Now on the lofty decks prepared we ftand, 

When towering o’er the crowd that veil’d the ftrand, 

A reverend ^ figure fixt each wondering eye, 

And beckoning thrice he waved his hand on high, 

And 

^ A re’venndjjgur e --. ^ .^’ - -.- By this old roan is perfonified the populace of 
Portugal. The endeavours to difcover the Eaft Indies by the Ibutliern 


ocean. 
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Aiid thrice his hoary curls he fternly fliook, . 

While grief and anger mingled in his look ; 

Then to its height his frailtering voice he rear’d^ 

And through the fleet theie awful words were heard? 

O frantic tiiirfl: of honour and of fame^ 

The crowd’s blind tribute^ a fallacious name ; 

Whai 


ocean, for about eiglity years, had been the favourac topic of complaint'; 
and never %vai. any meaiiii'e of government more unpopular than the expe- 
dition of Gama, Emmanuel’s council weie almoft unanimous againft tho 
attempt Some dreaded the introduftion of wealth, and its attendants, 
luxury and efTeminacy; while others affirmed, that no adequate advantages 
could arile from fo perilous and remote a navigation. Others, with a fore- 
fight pcciiliar to politicians, were alarmed, leH: the Egyptian fultan, who was 
power 1 1 In the eaft, flioiild lignify his difpleafurc ; and others forefaw, that 
iucctls u \i\'- oiu'bine all the princes ot Chiiftcndom in a league for the 
dciL'-ctioii oL i^oraigal, in fliort, if glory, intcred, or the propagation of 
the wfre drli red, Africa and Ethiopia, they laid, afforded bolii learer 

ani 'iiure rdva'il'.'gtous fields. Ihe exprclfions of the thoufands who 
crcw.’ed ihe ihoic when Gama gave hisiaiis to the wind, arc thus exprciled 
by Oio.il s, fron; v.hom the aboi'e fa^ts are lele£lcd A miiltis tamen in- 
teiiio 'o fl'jtuo aicpie hmentatio fiebat, uc funus efferic viderentur. Sic enim 
diccnant ; Er quo miieros incrtaies piOvexii cupidilas ct ambitio ? Potuitne 
giavlus il._ plijiuiTi hominibus itHs conftkui, fi in le fceleflum aliquod fadnus 
r.dmir.ir.nt ? Lll: cnijn iilis immenli maris longitudo peiagranda, fiu<flus 
irnmaucs ca.lRci’rin5a navigaiione fuperandi, vitie difciimen in iocis iiinniiis 
obeun.. ao . Non :ait muito tokrabilius, in tena quovis genLi’C mortis ab- 
fuii/., tMdi'.i tan: p.'ocui a patrla marinis fludlibas fepeliii. Hoec ct alia 
in ban' llntcntiani olceba.nt, c .m omnia multo trifiicra fingex-e pr£ 
nietu cej- leLt"' .—The tender emotion and fixed relblution of Gama, and 
the cf thj n ultitudes on tlic fhorc, are tjuv: added by the 

fane vtneralde : Gama tamen qiiamvis iacrymas luorum defiderio 

fandeat, rei tumx-u bv ie gerenoa: fiuueia confirmatus, aiucrlt^r in navem 
fauillo cn.cibiJS conib', n dit. . . , Qui in littore con filk bant, non 

prius abtcPutii, v..liieAunfc, quam naves veiito fecuado pleniiiimis veils ab 
omnium confpeflu remota; lent. 
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What flings, what plagues, what fecret fcourges curfl, 
Torment thofe bofoms where thy pride Is nurft ! 

What dangers threaten, and what deaths deftroy 
The hapiefs youth, whom thy vain gleams decoy ! 

By thee, dire tyrant of the noble mind, 

What dreadful woes are pour’d on human kind ; 
Kingdoms and Empires in confufion hurl’d, 

What flreams of gore have drench’d the hapiefs world ! 
Thou dazzling meteor, vain as fleeting air. 

What new-dread horror doft thou now prepare ! 

High founds thy voice of India’s pearly fhore. 

Of endlefs triumphs and of countlefs flora : 

Of other worlds fo tower’d thy fwelling boaft, 

Thy golden dreams, when paradife was loft, 

When thy big promife fleep’d the world in gore, 

And Ample innocence was known no more. 

And fay, has fame fo dear, fo dazzling charms r 
Muft brutal fiercenefs and the trade of arms, 

Conquefl, and laurels dipt in blood, he prized, 

While life is fcorn’d, and rdl its joys defpifed ! 

And fay, does zeal for holy faith infpire 
To fpread its mandates, thy avow’d deflre ? 

Behold the Hagarene in armour ftands. 

Treads on thy borders, rmd the foe demands ; 

A thoufand cities own his lordly fway, 

A thoufand various fiiores his nod obey. 

Through all thefe regions, all thefe ciiies, feera'd 
Is thy religion, and thine altars fpurn’u ; 


A foe 
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A foe renowr/d in arms the brave require ; 

That high-plumed foe, renown’d for martial fire^ 

Before thy gates his fhining fpear difplays, 

Wiiilu: thou wouldfc fondly dare the watery maze^ 
Enfeebled leave thy native land behind. 

On flxores unknown a foe unknown to find* 

Oh! madnefs of ambition ! thus to dare 
Dangers fo fruitlefs, fo remote a war ! 

That fame^s vain flattery may thy name adorn, 

And thy proud titles on her flag be borne : 

TheCj Lord of Perfia, thee, of India lord. 

O’er Ethiopia’s vaft, and Araby adored ! 

Cur fir be the man who firft on floating wood, 

Torfook the beach, and braved the treacherous flood i 
Oh ! never, never may the facred Nine, 

To crown his brows, the hallowed wreath entwine , 

Nor may his name to future times refound. 

Oblivion be his meed, and hell profound ! 

Ciirfi: be the wretch, the fire of heaven who dole. 

And with ambition firfl: debauch’d the foul I 
What vroes, Prometheus, walk the frighten’d earth I 
To what dread flaugbter has thy pride given birth ! 

On proud ambition’s pleafing gales upborne. 

One i boafts to guide the chariot of the morn : 

And 

5 Qfte bonfes io guide toe chariot of the ihorn^ &c. Alluding to the fables of 
Phaeton and Icarus. 
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And one on treacherous pinions Ibaring hlgh^ 

O’er ocean’s waves dar d fall the liquid iky : 

Dalh’d from their height they mourn their blighted aim ; 
One gives a river, one a fea the name ! 

Alas ! the poor reward of that gay meteor fame ! 

Yet fuch the fury of the mortal race. 

Though fame’s fair promife ends in foul diigrace. 
Though conqueft ftill the vivftor’s hope betrays. 

The prize a fliadow, or a rainbow blaze, 

Yet ftill through fire and raging feas they run 
To catch the gilded fhade, and fink undone ! 


I 


departure of the jiesi from the — — In no cii'cumRance <3oes the 

jedgment and ait of Homer appear more confpiciious, than in the conftant 
attention he pays to his propofed fabjefts, the wrath of Achilles, and the 
Jfnlferings of Uiyllcs. He bellows the utmoft care on every incident that 
could poiTibly imprefs onr minds with high ideas of the determined rage of 
the injured hero, and of the invincible patience of the taoXvrXct^ 5To^ *o5esrygu:« 
Virgil throughout theJEncid has followed the fame coiirfe. Every incident 
that could polSbly tend to magnify the dangers and ditBculues of the wan- 
derings of TEneas, in his long ll-arch for the promifed Italy, is fet before us 
in the fullell magnitude. But, how'ever, tliis method of ennobling the 
epic, by the utmoft attention, to give a grandeur to every circum fiance of 
the propofed fubjeft, may have been iieglcdled by Voltaire in hisHenriade, 
and by fome other moderns, who have attempted the epopceia; it has not 
been omitted by Camdens. The Portuguefe poet has, with great art, con- 
ducted the voyage of Gama. Every circumitance attending it is reprefented 
with magnificence and dignity* John IT. defigiis w'hat had never been at- 
tempted before. Meffengers are font by land to difeover the climate and 
riches of India. Their route is dcfciiben in the manner of Homer. The 
palm of difeovery, however, is referved for a fuccccding monarch. Emma- 
nuel is w'arned by a dream, which affords another flriking inftance of the 
fpirit of the Grecian poet. The en^-hufiafin which the king beholds on the 
afpeft of Gama is a noble flroke of poetry ; the foiemniry of the night fpent 
ia devotion ; the fullen refolution ot the adventurers when going aboard 
the fleet; the affedling grief of tivjir friends and fellow-citizens, who viewed 

them 



>o6 THE LUSIAD. 

them as felf-dcvotcd vifKms, whom they were never more to behold- and 
the angry exclamations of the venerable old man, give a dignity and’inte- 
reftmg pathos to the departure of the fleet of Gama, unborrowed from any 
ol Ae tdaflics. In the Mneid, where the Trojans leave a colony of invalids 
m Sicily, notmng of the awfully tender is attempted. And in the Odyflev 

there Is no circumftance which can be called fimilar. 


:end of the fourth boos. 
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VV HILE on the beach the hoary father flood 
And fpoke the murmurs of the multitude. 

We fpread the canvafs to the riling gales j 
The gentle winds diftend the fnowy fails. 

As from our dear-loved native Ihore we Hy 
Our votive Ihouts, redoub]*^d, rend the Iky; 

Succefs, fuccefs,” fax* echoes o’er the tide, 
Wliile our broad hulks the foamy waves divide. 
From Leo now^ the lordly ftar of day, 

Intenfely biasing, lliot his fierceft ray 5 
When flowly gilding from our wiQiful eyes. 

The Luilan mountains mingled with the ikies ; 


Tago's 
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Tago’s loved fcrcamj and Cyntra’s mountains cold 
Dim fading nc’.Vj ’^ve now no more behold; 

And jflill with yearning hearts our eyes explore^ 

Till one dim fpeck of land appears no more. 

Olu' native toil now far behind, we ply 

The lonely dreary wafte of feas and boundiefs 

Tlirough the wild deep our venturous navy bore^ 

Vvliere but our Henry plough’d the wave ^ before ; 

The verdant iflands, firft by Iiim dccry’d. 

We paft ; and now in profpecl: opening wide. 

Far to the left, increahng on the view, 

Rofe Mauritania’s hills of paly blue : 

Far to the right the rePdefs ocean roared, 

Wiiofe bounding furges never keel explored ; 

If boundiii;^ ^ ihore, as reafon deems, divide 
The vail Atlantic fi*om the Indian tide. 


Named from her woods, with fragrant bowers adorn’d. 
From fair ' Madeira’s purple coaft we turn’d : 

Cyprus and Paphos’ vales the fmiling loves 
Might leave with joy for fair Madeira’s groves ; 

A fliorc 


* IVhenhiit Gur Hsnr^ ■■ i— D on Henry, prliice of Portugal, of whom, fee 
the Preface. 

^ If hounding diicovcry of fojiic of the Weft- Indian illands 
hy Columbus, was made in 149 z and 1493- His tiifcoveiy of the continent 
of America was not till 1498. The fleet of Gama failed from the Tagus in 

1497. 

pvrpU Called by the ancients Injula Ftirpuraria^ 

Now Madeira and Porto Santo. The former was fo named by Juan Gonza- 
Jes andTriftan Vaz, from the Spanilh word Madera, wood. 
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A fliore fo flo^^ery, and Co CwcQt nn air^ 

Venus might build her deareir temp!e the: 

Onward wc pifs Ivlafulia^s barren 
A wafte of wither'd grafs and burning { 117 .-:: ; 

Where his thin iierde the meagre native 
Where not a rivulet laves the doleful meads ; 

Nor herds nor fruitage deck the woodland maze : 

O’ er the %vild wafte the ftupid oftrich firraysj 
In devious fearch to pick her fcanty meal, 

Whofe fierce digeftion gnaws the temper’d fteel* 

From the green verge, where Tigitania endsj 
To Ethiopia’s line the dreary wild er.tendc. 

Now paffc the limit, which his courfe divides. 

When to the north the fun’s bright chariot ridetv, 

We leave the winding bays and fwarthy fliorcs, 

Where Senegal’s black wave impetuous rears 5 
A flood, whofe courfe a thoufand tribes furveys, 

The tribes who blacken’d in the fiery blaze. 

When Phaeton, devious from the folar height, 

Gave Afric’s fons the fable hue of night. 

And now from far the Lybian cape is fecn, 

Now by my mandate named the Cape of ^ Green. 

Where midfl: the billows of the ocean fmiles 
A flowery fifter-train, the happy ^ ifles, 

Our onward prows the murmuring furges lave , 

And now our vefleis plough the gentle wave. 

Where 


« of Gr^w—Called fay Ptoleiny, Ca^ui Afnarhjn, 

^ — ""t he Called by the andcntSj, InJulcR Fortunala, now the 

Canaries- 
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Where the blue iflancls, naracd of Hefper old^ 

Their fruitful bofoms to the deep uiifokl. 

Here changeful nature ihews her various face, 

And frolics o’er the dopes with wildcft grace : 

Here our bold fleet their ponderous anchors threw^ 

The fickly cherifli, and our ftores renew. 

From him the warlike guardian power of Spain, 

Whole {pear’s ^ dread lightning o’er th’ embattled plain 
Has oft overwhelm’d the Moors in dire difmay, 

And fixt the fortune of the doubtful day ; 

From him we name our ftation of repair, 

And Jago’s name that ifle fhail ever beaiv 

The northern winds now curl’d the blackening main. 

Our fails unfurl’d we plough the tide again ; 

Round Afric’s coaft our winding courfe we fleer,’ 

Where bending to the eaft the Ihores appear. 

Here ^ Jalofo its wide extent difpiays. 

And vaft Mandinga fhews its numerous bays j 

Whole 


« WhofsfpearsdrsadV^htnlfig It was common for Spanifh and Portu- 

guefe commanders to fee St. James in complete armour, fighting in the heat 
of battle at the head of their armies. The general and fome of his officer*; 
declared they faw the warrior faint beckoning them with his fpear to ad- 
vance ; San I<.^gOy v,i.s immediately echoed through the ranks, and vic- 
tory ufually crovnied the ardour of tnthiiliafm. 

^ Here jiihjo The picvince of Jaiofo lies between the two liveis- 

the Gambca and the Z-mago. The latter has other names in the fevera! 
countries through v.'hicii it runs. In its courfe :t makes many illands, inha- 
bited only by wild bea^s. It is navigable 150 leagues, at the end of which 
it is crofTcd by a ftupondous ridge of pcrjjcnjiciilar rocks, over which the 
river rufnes with fuch violence, that tiaveiiers pafs under it without any 
other inconventency than the prodigious noife. Tht Gambea, or Rio 

Grandej. 
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Whofc s mountains’ fides, though parch’d and barren, hold. 
In copious fcore, the feeds of beamy gold. 

The Gambea here his ferpent journey takes, 

And through the lawns a thoufand windings makes 
A thoufand fwarthy tribes his current laves. 

Ere mix his waters with th’ Atlantic waves. 

The '' Gorgades we paflr, that hated Ihore, 

Famed for its terrors by the bards of yore ; 

Where but one eye by Phorcus’ daughters fhared. 

The lorn beholders into marble flared ; 

Three dreadful flfters ! down whofe temples roll’d 
Their hair of fnakes in many a hifiing fold, 

And flattering horror o’er the dreary ftrand, 

With fwarms of vipers fow’d the burning fand. 

Still 


Grande, nins l 8 o leagues, but is not fo far navigable. It carries more water, 
and runs with lefs noife than the other, though filled with many rivers 
which water the country of Mandinga. Both rivers arc branches of the 
Niger. Their waters have this remarkable quality ; when mixed together, 
they operate as an emetic, but when feparate they do not. They abound 
with great variety of fifhes, and their banks are covered with horfes, croco- 
diles, winged ferpents, elephants, ounces, wild boars, with great numbers of 
other animals, w'ondcrful for the variety of their nature and different forms. 
Faria y Soufa. 

& Whofe /xountains^ fides—’-“~‘‘Tomhotu, the mart of Mandinga gold 
greatly reforted to by tiie merchants of Grand Cairo, Tunis, Oran, Tre- 
mifen, Fez, Morocco, &c. 

^ ^he Gorgades’-^ - -- -Conti-a hoc promontorium (Keipcrioiiccras) Go.-- 
gadcs infulsc nari'antur, Gorgonum quondam domus, bidui navigatione dif- 
tantes a continente, ut tradit Xenophon Larapfacenus. PenctraviL in cas 
Hanno Poenorum imperator, prodiditquc hiita fueminanirn corpora viros 
pernicitatc cvafifle, duarumque Gorgonum cutes argumenti et miraculi gra- 
tia in jnnenis tcmplo pofuit, Jpedlatus ulqne ad Carj;hag:ncm captam. Plin. 
Hill:. Nat. 1.6, c. 31 . 
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Still to the fbuth our pointed keels we guide. 

And through the auftral gulph ftill onward ride,. 
Her palmy forefts mingling with the fkies, 
Leona’s " rugged fteep behind us flies : 

The Cape of Palms that jutting land we name, 
Already confeious of our nation’s fame. 

Where tlic vext waves agalnft our bulwarks roar^ 
And LuCan towers o’erlook the bending Ihore : 
Our fails wide fwelling to the conftant biall:, 

Now by the ifle from Thomas named we paft 
And Congo’s fpacious realm before us role. 

Where copious Zayra’s limpid billow flows 5 
A flood by ancient hero never feen. 

Where many a temple o’er the banks of green. 
Rear’d by the Lufian^^ heroes, through the night 
Of Pagan darknefs, pours the mental light. 


O’er the wild waves as fouthward thus we ftray. 

Our port unknown, unknown the watery way ; 

Each 

^Leonas rugged .This ridge of mountains, on account of its 
great height, was named by the ancients ©g5y the chariot of the gods, 

Camoens gives it its Portuguefe name, SerraLioa, the rock of lions. 

^Rear*d hy the Luftan During the reign of John II. the Portu- 

guefe erected Teveral forts, and acquired great power in the extenfive re- 
gions of Guinea. Azamlnf-', a Poitugucfe captain, havijig obtair.ed leave 
from Caramanfa^ a Negro prince, to creiTt a fort on his tenitorles, an un- 
lucky accident had ahnoft proved fatal to the difeoverers. A huge rock 
lay very commodious for a quarry ; the workmen began on it; but this 
rock, as the Devil would have it, happened to be a Negro god. The Por- 
tuguefe were driven away by the enraged worfhippers, who were afterwards 
with difficulty pacified by a profufion of fuch prefents as they moft es- 
teemed. 

The 
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Each night we feCy imprcft with folemn awe, 

Oiir guiding ftars and native Ikies withdraw : 

In the wide void we lofe their cheering beams: 

Lower and lower ftill the pole-ftar gleams. 

Till paft the limit, where the car of dav 

Roll’d o’er our heads, and pour’d the downward ray. 

We now difprove the faith of ancient lore 5 
Bootes’ Qiining car appears no more : 

For here we faw Califto’s ftar ^ retire 
Beneath the waves, unawed by Juno’s ire. 

Here, while the fun his polar journeys takes, 

His vilit doubled, double feafon makes j 

VOL- II. I Stern 

The Poituguefe having brought an ambafiador from Congo to Lifoon^ 
fent him back inftrufted in the faith. By his means, the king, queen, and 
about 100,000 of the people were baptized ; the idols vvsre deft royed, and 
churches built. Soon after, the prince, who was then abfent at war, was 
baptized by the name of Jlonzo. His younger brother, Avwii/aoy however, 
would not receive the faith, and the lather, becauib allowed only one wife, 
turned apellate, and left the crown to his I^agan fon, who, with a great 
army, furrounded his brother, when only attended by fome Pjitugnefc and 
Chriitian blacks, in ail only thiity-fcven. By the bravery of thelb, however, 
Aquhlrno was defeated, taken, and flaiu. One of Aqaitimo's officers declared, 
they wcie not defeated by the thirty-feven Chriftians, but by a gloi-ious 
army who fought under a fhining crofs. The idols were again deftroyed, 
and Alonzo font his fons, grandfoiis, and nephews, to Portugal to ftudy; two 
of whom were - afterwards bltliops in Congo. Extrafted from Faria y Soup. 

I Carjlos According to fable, Caliito was a nymph of Diana. 

Jupiter having allumed the ligurc of that goddefs, completed his amorous 
defiles. On the difeovery of her pregnancy, Diana drove her from her 
train. She Bed to the woods, where ftie was delivered of a fon. Juno 
changed them into bears, and Jupiter placed them in heaven, where they 
form the conftellation of Urfa major and miner, Juno, ftili enraged, entreated 
‘riictis never to iufTer Califto to bathe in the lea. This is founded on the 
appearance of the nprthern pole-ftar to the inhabitants of our hemirpiiere ; 
but when Gama approached the Ibuthcrn pole, the northern, of confcquence, 
difappeared under the viavss. 
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Stern winter twice deforms the changeful year, 

And twice the fpring’s gny flijwcrs their honours rear. 
Now prcdlng onward, pall the burning zone, 

Beneath another heaven, and ftars unknown, 

Unknown to heroes, and to fages old, 

With fouthward prows our pathlels courfe we hold : 

Here gloomy night aflumes a darker reign. 

And fewer ftars emblaze the heavenly plain ^ 

Fewer than thofe that gild the northern pole. 

And o’er our feas their glittering chariots roll 

While nightly thus the lonely feas we brave 
Another pole-ftar rifes o’er the wave j 
Full to the fouth a fhining crofs ^ appears i 
Our heaving breafts the blifsful omen cheers : 

Seven radiant ftars compofe the hallowed figii 
That rofe ftill higher o’er the wavy brine. 

Beneath this fouthern axle of the world. 

Never, with daring fearch, was flag unfurl’d ; 

Nor 


™ Fuiliothefoiith a foinhig crofs The conftcilation of the fouthern 

pole v/as called the crofs by the Portuguefe faiiors, from the appearance of 
that figure formed by feven ftars, four of which are particularly luminous. 
Bante, who wrote before the diftovery of the fouthern hemifphere, has 
thefe remarkable lines in the firft canto of his Purgatorlo : 

T mi •volji a man defra^ e pofi mcnie 
AW altro polo, e ‘uidi quastro felle 
PJon vijie mai, fuor alia prima geide. 

Voltaire {bmewhere obferves, that this looked like a prophecy, when, in 
the fiicceeding age, thefe four ftars were known to be near the Antartic 
pole. Dante, however, fpoke allegorically of the four cardinal virtues. 

In the Ibuthern hemifphere, as Camoens obferves, the nights are darker 
than in the northern, the ikies being adorned with much fewer ftars. 



500 IL V- 


THE LUSIAD, 


US 

'Ncv pilot knows if bounding Ciores are placed;^ 

Or if one dreary Jfea o’erllovv- the lonely wafre. 

Yvlaile thus our keels ftlli onward boldly Hray’d^ 

Now toft by tcnipefts, now by calms delay'd^ 

To tell the terrors of the deep untry’d, 

What toils we fufFer’d, and what frorms defykl j 
What rattling deluges the black clouds pourkl^ 

What dreary weeks of foiid darkneft lour'd ; 

What mountains furges mountains lurges lafli'd. 

What fudden hurricanes the canvafs dafti'd ; 

What burfting lightnings, with inceftaut flare, 

Kindled in one wide flame die burning air ; 

What roaring thunders bellov/'d o'er our head, 

And Teem'd to Ihake the reeling ocean's bed : 

To tell each horror on the deep reveal'd. 

Would alk an iron throat with tenfold vigour fteel’d ; 
Thofe dreadful wonders of the deep I faw, 

Which All the failor’s breaft with facred awe ; 

And which the fages, of their learning vain, 

Efteem die phantoms of the dreamful brain. 

That living fire, by fea-nien held ^ divine. 

Of heaven's own care in ftorms the holy figii, 

I 2 Which 


^ That Ihi/igJIre, by feajnen Leld dtn/hie.-^ThQ ancients thus accounted for 
this appearance ; The fulphureous vapours of the air, after being violently- 
agitated by a tempelt, unite, and when the humidity begins to fubfide, as is 
the cafe when the ftorm is almoift exhauiled, by the agitation of their atoms 
they take fire, -nd are attracted by the mails and cordage of the Ihip. Being 
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Which mldfl the horrors of the tempefi playsj, 

And on the blaft’s dark wings will gaily blaze | 

Thefe eyes diftinft have feen that living fire 
Glide through the ftorm^ and round my fails aipire- 
And oftj while wonder thrilFd my breafi:, mine eyes 
To heaven have feen the watery columns rife. 

Slender at firft the fubtle fume appears, 

And writhing round and round its volume rears : 

Thick as a mall the vapour fvvells its fize 5 
A curling whirlwind lifts it to tiie ficies : 

The tube now firaitCiis, now in width extends^ 

And in a hovering cloud its fummit ends : 

Still gulp on gulp in fucks the rifing tide, 

And now the cloud, with cumbrous weight fupplyy. 

Full- 


thus naturally the pledges of the approadiing calm, it is no wonder that 
the fuperftition of failors Ihould in all ages have elleemcd them divine, and 

0/ heavens own care in Jhrvis the holy fign. 

In the expedition of the golden fleece, in a violent tempeft thefe rires were 
icen to hover over the heads of Caaor and Pollux, who were two of the 
Argonauts, and a calm immediately enfued. After the apotheofes of theie 
heroes, the Grecian lailors invoked thole fires by the names of Caftor and 
Poilux, or the fans oj Jupiter . The Athenians called them Sw'rjJjsy, Sa^Aours^ 
and Homer, in his hymn to Cajflor and Pollux, fays, 

NctuTitjff xaXa wsva c*4>tr{V, c\ 5“ iS'cv-rs? 

'Crayj'dVTo 5’ h'^u^oXo wovo^o* 

Plin. Nat. Hift. 1. a. Seneca, Quefi. Nat. c. I. and Csfar de Bell. Afr. c. VI. 
mention theie fires as often leen to alight and reft on the points of the 
ipears of the Ibldiers. By the French and Spaniards they are called St. 
Heime’s fires; and by the Italians, the fires of St. Peter and St. Nicholas, 
Modern difeoveries have proved that theie appearances ate the eledlric fluid 
attraaed by the fpindie of tire maft, or the point of the fpear. 
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Fuli-gorgcd^ and blackening, /breads^ and moves, mare floiVj, 
And waving trembles to the waves below'. 

Thus when to Hmn the furnme/s fultry beam 
The tliirfty heifer fceks the coohiig Aream;, 

The eager horfe-ieech fixing on her lips. 

Her blood with ardent throat Iniatiate lips, 

Till the gorged glutton, iwelFd beyond her ilzc. 

Drops from her wounded hold, and burfting dicsc 
So burfts the cloud, o’erloaded with its freiglit. 

And the dafla’d ocean ftaggers with the vveiglic. 

But fay, « ye fages, who can weigh the caufe, 

And trace the fecret fprings of nature's laws. 

Say, 

^ Blit fay y ye fages ■ In this book, particularly in the defciiption of 

Mainiia, the Gorgadcs, the fires called Caftor and Pollux, and the \^ater- 
fpout, Camoens has happily imitated the manner of Lucan. It is proba- 
ble that Camoens, in his voyage to the Eaft-Indies, was an eye-witncls of 
the phaenoracna of the fires and water-Ipout. The latter L thus deferibed 
by Pliny, 1. 3 . C. J r. Fit et caligo^ hAlua fimilis nuhes dira na^vigancibtts vocaiur 
et columnoy cum fpijpiius humor rigenfque ipfe fe fujihiei, et hi lojigam wlrii JiJiularn 
iiubes aquam trahit. Dr. Prieftley, from Jignior Beccaria, thus defciibcs th-i 
water-fpouts : “ They generally appear in calm weather. The fea feems 
to boil, and (end up afmoke under them, rifing in a hill towards the fpout. 
A rumbling noile is hear d. The form is that of a fpeaking ti-umpet, the 
wider end being towards the clouds, and the narrower towards the fca. The 
colour is fometimes whitilh, and at other times black. Their pofition is 
ibmetimes perpendicular, fometimes oblique, and fometimes in the form of 
a curve. Their continuance is various; fome vanilh inftantly, and prcfently 
rife again ; and fome continue near an hour.” Modern phiiofophers aferibe 
them to electricity, and eficem them of the fame nature as whirlwinds and 
liurricanes on land. Camoens fays, the water of which they are compofed, 
becomes frellienjd : which fome have thus accounted for : When the vio- 
lent heat attrads the waters to rife in the form of a tube, the marine faits 
are left behind by the action of rarefadlion, being too grofs and fixed to af- 
cend. It is thus, when the overloaded vapour burfts, that it dclcends 

S’zvctt a,- ili 'zvafsrs the limpkl rilh 
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Say, why the wave, of bitter brine erewhile. 

Should to the bofom of the deep recoil 
Robb’d of its fait, and from the cloud diftil 
Sv;eet as the waters of the limpid rili ? 

Ye fons of boaftful wifdom, famed of yore, 

Whofe feet unwearied wander’d many a fliore. 

From nature’s wonders to withdraw the veil. 

Had you with me unfurl’d the daring fail. 

Had view’d the wondrous feenes mine eyes furvey’d. 
What fecining miracles the deep difplay’d. 

What lecret virtues various nature fliew’d. 

Oil ! heaven ! with what a fire your page had glow’d ! 

And now fince wandering o’er the foamy fpray, 

Our bravo Armada held her venturous way, 

Five times the changeful emprefs of the night 
Had fill’d her fliining horns with filver light, 

When fiidden from the main-top’s airy round 
Land, land, is echoed — At the joyful found. 

Swift to the crowded decks the bounding crew 
On wings of hope and fluttering tranfport flew. 

And each ftrain’d eye with aching fight explores 
The wide liorizon of the eafrern fiiores : 

As thin blue clouds the mountain fummits rife. 

And now the lawns falute our joyful eyes j 
Loud throiigh the fleet the echoing fhouts prevail, 

VT’e drop the anchor, and reflraln the fail; 

And now defeending in a fpacious bay, 

“Wide o’er the coaft the venturous foldiers ftray, 
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To fpy the wonders of the iavagc fliorc, 

Where ftranger’s foot had never trod before* 

Ij, and my pilots, on the yellow (and 
Explore beneath what Iky the fliores expand. 

That fage device, whofe wondrous ufe proclaims 
Th’ immortal honour of its authors’ ? names, 

The fun’s height meafured, and my compafs fcann’d 
The painted globe of ocean and of land. 

Here we perceived our venturous keels had paft. 
Unharm’d, the fouthern tropic’s howling blaft ; 

And now approach’d dread neptune’s fecret reign, 

Where the ftern power, as o'^er the auftral main 
He rides, with fcatters from the polar ftar 
Hail, ke, and fnow, and all the wintery war. 

While thus attentive on the beach we flood. 

My foldiers, haftening from the upland wood, 

Right to the ihore a trembling negro brought. 

Whom ou the foreft-height by force they caught. 

As diflant wander’d from the cell of home, 

He fuck’d the honey from the porous comb. 

Horror glared in his look, and fear extreme 
In mien more wild than brutal Polypheme : 

No word of rich Arabia’s tongue he knev/, 

No flgn could anfwcr, nor our gems would view 

Fron; 


? T/W fage device— —Tht Aftrolabium,an inflrument of mfmite ftrvice 
;n navigation, by which the altitude of the fun, and uiftanceof the ftarsare 
J'lken, It was invented in Portugal, during the reign of John II. by twj? 
jew phyficians, named Roclerie and Jofeph. It is aflerted by fome that they 
were afllficd by ivlcirtin of Bol'.emia, a celebrated mathennatichn. Partly 
from Cafcc'ia. Vid, jZarroGjDec. 1. 1 . 4. c. J;. 
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From garments ftriped with fliining gold he turn’d j 
The Harry diamond and the filver fpiirn’d. 

Straight at my nod are worthlefs trinkets brought ; 
Round beads of cryHal as a bracelet vrrought, 

A cap of red^ and dangling on a firing 
Some little bells of brafs before him ring ; 

A wide-mouth’d laugh confeft his barbarous joy ., 

And both his hands he raifed to grafp the toy^ 
Plealed with thefe gifts v/e fet the favage free^ 
Homev/ard he fprings away^ and bounds with glee. 

Soon as the gleamy Hreaks of purple morn 
The lofty foreft’s topmoft boughs adorn, 

Down the fteep mountain’s fide, yet hoar with dew^ 

A naked crowd, and black as night their hue. 

Come tripping to the fhore : their wiiliful eyes 
Declare what tawdry trifles moir they prize : 

Thefe to their hopes ware given, and, void of fear. 
Mild feem’d their manners, and their looks fincere, 

A bold rafa youth, ambitious of the fame 
Of brave adventurer, Velofe his name. 

Through pathlefs brakes their homeward fteps attends. 
And on his fingie arm for help depends. 

Long was his Hay ; my earneft eyes explore, 

When ruOiing down the mountain to the fliore 
I mark’d him ; terror urged his rapid ftrides 5 
And foon Coello’s Ikiffthe wave divides. 

Yet ere his friends advanced, the treacherous foe 
Trod on his latefl; fteps, and aim’d the blow. 


Moved 
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Moved by the danger of a youth fo brave, 

Myfeif now fnatch’d an oar, and fprung to favc : 

IViien fudden, blackening down the mountain’s height^ 
Another crowd purfued his panting flight ; 

And foon an arrowy and a flinty Ihower 
Thick o’er our heads the fierce barbarians pour. 

Nor pour’d in \^ain ; a feather’d arrow flood 
Fix’d q in my leg, and drank the gufhing blood. 

Vengeance 


Fix'" din wy .. ■ — -Camoens, In defcribing the adventure of Fernando 
Vclojo^ by departing from the truth of hiftory, has fheun his judgment as a 
f^oct. The place where the Portugueie Uncled^ ■»h('y named the bay of 5/. 
HcUh, They caught one of two negroes, iay? Faua^ who were bufied in 
gathering honey on a mountain. Their behaviour lo this favage, whom 
they gratified with a red cap, feme glafies and bells, induced him to bring a 
number of his companions for the like trifles. Thougli fonie who accom- 
panied Garna were ikiilcd in the various Ethiopia languages, not OiU' of the 
natives could underftand them. A commerce, iiowcver, was commenced 
by figns and geftiu-es. Gama behaved to them with great civility ; the fleet 
was cheerfully fupplied with frefliprovifions, for which the natives :oceived 
deaths and trinkets. But this friendlliip was Ibon interrupted by a young 
rafh Portugueie. H?a hig contracted an intimacy with lomo of the negroes, 
he obtained leave to penetrate into the country along with them, to obferve 
their habitations and drcngtli. They cimduflcd him to the ir huts with 
great good natuie, and placed before him, what they eflecmcd an elegant 
repaft, a fea-calf drefled in the way of their counlry. This fo much dil- 
gufted the delicate Portuguefe, that he infiantiy got up and abruptly left 
them. Nor did they oppofe his departure, but accompanied him w ith the 
greateft innocence. As fear, however, is always jealous, he imagined they 
were leading him as a vidlim to daughter. No fooncr did he come near thf-; 
fhips, than he called aloud for aili fiance. Coello’s boat immediately let ofl' 
for his refeue. The Ethiopians fled to the woods; and now cllceming the 
Portuguefe as a bund of lawlefs plunderers, they provided themfclvts with 
arms, and lay in ambufh. Their weapons were javelins, headed with fiioit 
pieces of hoin, which they threw with great dexterity. Soon after, whih; 
Gama and fomeof his oflicers were cn thelhore, taking the altitude of tht 
fun by the aflrohil/min, they were fuddcniy and with great fury attacked by 

ri- 
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Vengeance as fudden every wound repays^ 

Full on their fronts our flafliing liglitnings blaze 5 
Their dirieks of horror inflant pierce the Iky, 

And wing’d with fear at fullefl: fpeed they fly- 
Long tracks of gore their fcatter’d flight betray’d. 

And now, Velofo to the fieet convey’d, 

His fportful mates his brave exploits demand. 

And what the curious wonders of the land : 

‘‘f Hard was the hill to climb, my valiant friend, 

** But oh ! how fmooth and eafy to defcend ! 

Well haft thou proved thy fwiftnefs for the chace. 

And ftiewn thy matchlefs merit in the race !” 

With look unmoved the gallant youth reply’d. 

For you, my friends, my fieeteft fpeed was try’d ; 
’Twas you the fierce barbarians meant to flay ; 

For you I fear’d the fortune of the day ; 

Your danger great without mine aid I knew, 

And r fwift as lightning to your refcue flewo” 

He 


the ambufh from the woods. Several were moch woaniled, jmufos convulne-^ 
rant^ inter quos Gama in pedc viilnus accepit, and Gama received a wound in. the 
foot. The admiral made a fpeedy retreat to the fleet, prudently chufing 
rather to leave the neoroes the honour of the victory, than to rifque the life 
of one man in a quarrel fo foreign to the deftination of his expedition; and 
where, to imprefs the terror of his arms, could be of no fervice to his intereft. 
When he came nearer to India, he acted in a different manner. He then 
made himfelf dreaded ivhenever the treachery of the natives provoked his 
refentment. Collected from Furia and Ofarius. 

^ And fzuift as lightning-^— critics, particularly the French, have 
vehemently declaimed againft the leafl: mixture of the comic, with the dig- 
nity of the epic poem. It is needitf^ to enter into any defence of this paF* 
fage of Camoens, farther than to oblcrve, that Homer, Virgil, and Milton, 

hav^ 
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He now the treafon of the foe relates, 

How foon, as paft the mountaaVs upland ftraits. 

They changed the colour of their friendly fhew. 

And force foroade his fteps to tread below ; 

How 


have cffended the critics in the fame manner ; and that this piece of rail- 
lery in the Lufiad is by mach the po'iittll, and the leaft reprehcnfible of any 
thing of the k*nd in tnc four poets. In Homer are feveral ftrokes of low 
raillery. Patrcclus having killed He£l:or*s charioteer, puns thus on his fud- 
den lad : ‘‘ L is a pity he is noL nearer the Jea / He •would foon catch abundance of 
oyfers^ nor •would the forms frighten him* See honv be dives from his chariot dotvn 
to the fund? What excellent divers are the ‘Trojans / Virgil, the moft judicious 
of all poets, defeends even to the (lylc ot Dutch painting, where the com- 
mander of a galley tumbles the pilot into the fea, and the failors afterward 
laugh at him, as he fits on a rock fpewing up the fait water : 

I ■ . — II — ««S e»nemque JMemien 
In mare praclpltem puppi deturbat ah alia. 

At gravis jI fitndo vix tandem redJiUts imo ef 
fam Jeniory madidaque fuens in vefs PdcnaUsy 
Summa petit fcopuli ftccaque in ripe refelit* 

Ilium et lahentem Teulriy ct rifere nataiitcm ; 

JSi falfos rident revomenUm p^Jore fidlus* 

And though the charailers of the fpeakers (the ingenious defence which 
has been otfereJ for Milton) may in lome meafure, vindicate the raillery 
which he puts into the mouths of Satan and Belial, the lowncfs of it, when 
compared with that of CamCens, muii Hill be acknowledged. Talking of the 
execution of the diabolical artillery among the good angels, they, fays Satan, 

l-’lew off, and iuto (irange vagaries fell 
Ac they would clance, yet for a dance they feem’d 
Somewhat extra ^'agant and wild, perhaps 
3 'or joy of orFer’d peace. - — 

' -.'0 whom thus DelUl, in like gamefome mood, 

Leader, the terms wc Tent were terms of weight, 

<). i ard contents, and fall of fv)rce urg’d home, 
s-'i h wc might perceive amus'd them al), 

And ituir. ’.ded many—— 

this gift they have be fide, 

They i]:e'.v us wh-n oar foes walk not upright. 



H 24 THE LUSIAD. BOOK 

iiov/ dovrn the coverts of tiie fteepy brake 
Their lurkirig ll:aiid a treacherous ambufh take | 

On i:Sy v/hciz fpeeding to defend his flight. 

To raCi, and plunge us In the fliades of night ;; 

Nor while in friendfliip would their iips unfold 
Where India’s ocean laved the orient Ihores of gold., 

Now prolp’rous gales the bending canvafs fwelFd j 
From thefe rude flioi*es our feariefs couric wc held ; 
Beneath the gliflening wave the God of day 
Had now five times withdrawn the’ parting ray. 

When o’er the prow a fudden darknefs fpread. 

And flowly floating o’er the mail’s tall head 
A black cloud hover’d : nor appear’d from far 
The moon’s pale glimpfe, nor faintly twinkling ftar i 
So deep a gloom the louring vapour caft, 

Transfixt with awe the braveft flood aghafl:. 

Meanwhile a hollow burfling roar refounds. 

As when hoarfe furges lath their rocky mounds ; 

Nor had the blackening wave, nor frowning heaven 
The wonted figns of gathering tempefl: given. 

Amazed we flood — O thou, our fortune’s guide, 

Avert this omen, mighty God, — I cried 5 
Or through forbidden climes adventurous ftray’d, 

Have we the fecrets of the deep furvey’d. 

"Which thefe wide folitudes of feas and fky ^ 

Were doom’d to hide from man s unhallowed eye ? 


Whate’er 
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Whatever tliis prodigv, It threatens more 

Than midnight tempefts and the mingled roar, ^ 

When fea and combine to rock the marble fliore. J 

I {poke, v^dien riling through tlie darken’d air, 
Appall’d we faw an hideous Phantom glare ; 

High and enormous o’er the Scod he tovrer’d. 

And thwart our wa7 with liillen afpect lour’d ; 

An earthly palenefs o’er his cheeks was fpread, 

Ereft uprofe his hairs of wither’d red ; 

Writhing to fpeak, his fable lips difclofe, 

Sharp and disjoin’d, his gnafliing teeth’s blue rows ; 

His haggard beard flow’d quivering on the wind. 

Revenge and horror in his mien combined ; 

His clouded front, by withering lightnings feared. 

The inward anguilh of his foul declared. 

His red eyes glowing from their duiky caves 
Shot livid fires : far echoing o’er the waves 
His voice refounded, as the cavern’d lliore 
With hollow groan repeats the tempeft’s roar. 

Cold gliding horrors thrill’d each hero’s breaft. 

Our briftiing hair and tottering knees coniefi: 

Wild dread the while with vifage ghaflly wan. 

His black lips trembling, thus the fiend s began ; 

O you, 


* Tie apparhioff ^ —T he partiality of tranllators and editors is become 
almofl proverbial. The admiration of their author, is fuppofed when they 
undertake to introduce him to the public; that admiration, therefore, may 
vii-hout 3 blulh be confellKl : but if tlie reputation of judgment is vahic-d. 

all 



THE LrSIxljD. 


BOOK Vo 


):2ti 

O yon, the bf:ldcn- of the iiiirjoii'., fired 

By uiiri'i*' piklc, by lufc of huiic inipircd, 

" Who 

nlliL'j oi' cirainifpc^tbn ia ntccliiiry, ffr the tranfition fromadmi- 

^ 'exj V Liul hypLi-cri?iciiin,ift not only eaf/jhiit to oneiHf often 
jmpcrrcptt^*o, \\t however guardctl aj^aiull this partiality of hypercriti- 
cirir.,tivj '.laii’latji ot Camoens may doom himleif. he is aware that fome 
of l:i- ^oLhi re'.ili, *■£■, may pcrliops, hi tlie follo\vinj> inhance, accule him of 
it. i\e^-niic'fs^ho'’\ .’li, of the///(rt of tl-ok; who jodge by authority, 
and n ‘t by ilielr own lo-Iiogs, he vih veiiUitc to appeal to the few', whofa 
tafli,, tlioi.gii h‘in-'ed by toe clilbco, is iiotaiiited with cUiffical prejudices^ 
To thc^ j he will aopcai, aod ii» theie he will vtriturc the aflertion, that the 
fiftion of the apparition of the cape of tempcris, in fuldimity and avvfui 
grandeur oi hiuigination, {larais unrutpailcd in human compohtion. — Vol- 
taire, ar.d the foreign critics, have c«>niellcd its merit. In the prodigy of 
the harpies in the JEnsid, neither the 

yit^hiei ''johicrum miltus^ fadijfima *oentris 
Fi'i uncaque »ianus, et paUiJa fm^er 

Qru Jlt./u’ : 

Though Virgil, to lieighten the defer iption, introduces it with 

— — ^ n ec favlor j. '/« 

Finjfis et ira Deitm Shgiis fefe extullt ttndis : 

Nor the predielions of the harpy Celano^ can, in point of dignity, bear any 
compariion with the fiftion of Camoens. The noble and admired deferip- 
tion OI Fame, in the fourth .dEneid, may feem indeed to chailenge compe- 
tition ; 

Fu'fia, malttm qttc mnallud •velocius idlum: 

JMLabilztote *o)gei^ •virefi^ue acquirit eundo : 

Purwi metii primo ; mox fefe •Jttohit in auras ^ 

Ingr edit ur quo folo, ^3* caput inter a.ibllu condit: 

JUam terra parens, ira irritata JDecruwi^ 

Rxiremam ( ut perhibent ) Cm Enedadoque fororem 
Progenuit ; pedlLus celerem ct pernxeibus aVu : 

EFo,:llYum I ‘.rrevJum^ iuge/is j cui quot funt corpore plutHtS^ 

*rot 'vigHfs cculi fabler ( niirahlh diBu ) 

^Qtlinguee^ iotldem ora fonantytot fubriget aiires^ 

JbTcBe •oolat call medio terraquCyPer umbra:ii 
Stridem, ne^ dulci declinat limitui fu'mio : 

Lucefede' c’fiosy autfumni culmine ieBty 
Turribus out alths viagms territat uthes, 

Fam* 



BOOK V. 


THE LUSIAD. 


u7.'y 

Who fcornful of the bowers of fweet repofe. 

Through thefe my waves advance your fearlefs prows, 

Pvegardiefs 


Fame, '-he great ill, from fmall beginnings grows; 

Swift from the firfl:, and every moment brings 
New vigour to her flights, new pinions to her wings. 

Soon grows the pigmy to gigantic fizc. 

Her feet on earth, her forehead in the fl.<:ies : 

Enraged againft the gods, revengeful earth 
Produced her lafl: of theTitanian biith. 

Swift in her walk, more fwift her winged halle, 

A monflrous phantom, horrible and vaft ; 

As many plumes as raife her lofty flight, 

So many piercing eyes enlarge her fight : 

Millions of opening mouths to fame belong, 

And every mouth is fuinlfti’d with a tongue, C. 

And round with liftning cars the living plague is hung ; \ 

She fills the peaceful univerlc with cries, 

No flumbers ever clofe iier wakeful eyes: 

By day from lofty towers her head Ihe Ihcws,— — D rvd. 

The mohllltate n>iget^ the mires aeguirit eu/iJof the parma metu piimo. See. the caput 
inter nublla condii, the pluma, ocult ora^ and aurcs, the iio6lc molaty the 

luce fedeicujlos^ and xh&magtias ierritat urbesj are all very great, and finely ima- 
gined. But the whole picture is the otfspring of careful attention and 
judgment ; it is a noble difplay of the calm majefty of Viigil, yet it has 
not the enthufiafm of that heat of fpontaneous conception, which the an- 
cients honoured with the name of infpiration. The ficlion of Camocns,on 
the contrary, is the genuine elTiifion of the glow of poetical imagination. 
The dcfcripiion of the lpc£fre, the awfuinefs of the pred:£Uon, and tlie 
horror that breathes through the whole, till the phantom is internipted by 
Gama, are in the true fpirit of the wild and grand terridc of an Flomer *.>1* 
a Shakelpeare. But however Camoens may, in this paflage, have excelled 
Virgil, he himfelf is infinitely liirpafled by two paflages of holy writ. 

A zcas fesretly brought to me^* fays the author of the book of Job,*' mJ 

tnine cur recehed a little thereof. In thoughts from the mijions of the niglt.^ nolen 
deep fere falleth m men, fear came upon me, and trembling, wiUh made all my lent; 
io Jhahe : rhsn a fpirit peffed hefot e my face i the hair of my fejh fcod up : Ii food 
fill, hut I could not dlfcern the form thereof: an image ”jj 2 s before wine e^es, tiers 
‘Zvasfdencs, ami X heard a 'ooice: Shall mortal man be snore juf than God! fall a 
bs mor' puis than bis maler ' HJjslJ, be pht na tnf In his fei'VOnfs, and Lis 

ungsd 
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Regardlefs of the iengthenbg ^vatery ray. 

And all the florms that own niy foverelgn ftv'ayj 
Wi’io mid iurrounding rocks and llielves explore 
■^.Viiere never hero braved my rage before 5 
Ye Ions of Lufus, who with eyes profane 
Have view’d the fecrets of my awful rcign^, 

Have pafs’d the bounds which jealous nature dretv 
To veil her fecret fbriiie from mortal view ; 

Hear from my lips what direful woes attend^ 

And burfting foon fhall o’er your race defeend : 

With every bounding keel that dares my rage. 

Eternal war my rocks and ftorms fhall wage, 

The next proud fleet that through my drear domain, 
With daring fearch lhall hoife the ftrcaniing vane, 

That 


he charged ivHh folh : ho%v much lejs hi them that d^vell in houses of clay^ 
•whofe foundation is in the dvf^ and 'wbo are crujhed before the moth ! 

This whole paflage, particularly the indiitinguifuable form and the filencCj 
are as fuperiorto Camoens, in the hiimitably wiid terrific, as the follov/- 
from the apocalypfc, is in oiandeiir of deicripcion. “ And Ifano an^ 
other mighty angel come do^ivn from heaven, clothed with a cloud, arid a raiuboiv ivas 
upon bis head, his ficj ivas as it were the fun, and hh feet as pillars of f.re .... 
and he fee his ri^ it foot upon ihefsj, arid his left foot upon the earth, an! cried with a 
lord voice, as when a Hon rovreth .... and he lifted up hh band to heaven, 
and fzvere by him that liveth for ever and ever, .... that :ime Jhould be 
no more, 

* Hhe need proud fleet On the return oi Gama to Por^-u^al, a Heet of 

thirteen fail, iindtr the command of Pedio Alvarez dc Cabral, was fcnt oiit 
on the fecoiiii voyage to India, where the admiral with only lix Ihips arrived. 
The reft were moiliy dcittoyed by a terrible tempefr at the cape ol' Good 
Hope, which iaited twenty days. The day-time, fays Faria, was lb dark, 
that the lailors could fcaiccly fee each other, or hear what was faid, for the 
horrid noileof the winds. Among tliofe who petilhed, was the celebrated 
IJariholomeiv Diaz, who was the firll modern di'coverer of the cape of Good 
Hopcj which he named the Cape of Tempcfls. 
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That gallant navy by my ^^Mrlwlnds tolr, 

And raging fcas j lliall pcrlfh on my coaft : 

Then He who xitI my iccre: reign tlefcriedi, 

A naked corih wide floating o’er the tide 
Shall drive — U"dcTs my heart’s fall raptures fail, 

O Lufus ! ofc lhalt ihcu thy children wall ; 

Each year thy iTlpwreck’d ions fhalt thou deplore^. 

Each year thy flieeted malb lb all drew my fliore. 

With trophies plumed behold ^ an hero come, 

Ye dreary wilds, prepare his yawning tomb. 

Though fmillng fortune bleft his youthful morn. 

Though glory’s rays his laurel’d brows adorn. 

Full oft though he beheld with fparkling eye 
The Turkifli moons in wild confulion fly, 

While he, proud viftor, thunder’d in the rear, 

All, all his mighty fame fhall vanifla here. 

Quiloa’s fons, and thine, Mombaze, fhall fee 
Their conqueror bend his laurel’d head to me 5 

VOL. II. K While 


“ ^Behold an hero cowtf— Don Francifco de Almeyda, He was the firft Por- 
tuguefe viceroy of India, in which country he obtained feveral great victories 
over the Mohammedans and Pagans. He conquered Quiloa, and Mom- 
bafla or Mombaze. On his return to Portugal he put into the bay of Sal- 
\ianna, near the Cape of Good Hope, to take in water and provilionSo 
The rudenefs of one of his fervants produced a quarrel wdth the Caffres, or 
Plottentots. His attendants, much againft his will, forced him to march 
again ft the blacks. “ Ah, whither (he exclaimed) will you carry the infirm 
man of fixty years.” After plundering a miferable village, on the re- 
turn to their (liips they were attacked by a fuperior number of CafFres, who 
fought with fuch fury in refene of their children, whom the Portuguefe had 
feized, that the viceroy and fifty of his attendants were flain. 
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While proudly mingling with the tempeft^s found, 
Their fliouts of joy from every cliff rebound. 

The howling blaft, ye {lumbering florms prepare^ 
A youthful lover and his beauteous fair. 

Triumphant fail from India’s ravaged land j 
His evil angel leads him to my ftrand. 

Through the torn hulk the dafhing waves fhall roar^^ 
The {batter’d wrecks fhall blacken all my fhore. 
Themfelves efcaped, defpoil’d by favage hands. 
Shall naked wander o’er the burning fands. 

Spared by the waves far deeper woes to bear. 

Woes even by me acknowledged with a tear. 

Their infant race, the promifed heirs of joy. 

Shall now no more an hundred hands employ j 
By cruel want, beneath the parents’ eye. 

In thefe wide waftes their infant race fhall die* 
Through dreary wilds where never pilgrim trod. 
Where caverns yawn and rocky fragments nod. 

The haplefs lover and his bride {hall Array, 

By night unlhelter’d, and forlorn by day. 

In vain the lover o’er the tracklefs plain 
Shall dart his eyes, and cheer his fpoule in vain. 
Her tender limbs, and breall cf mountain fnow. 
Where ne’er before intruding blafl: might blow. 
Parch’d by the fun, and flirivell’d by the cold 
Of dewy night, {hall he, fond man, behold. 

Thus wandering wide, a thoufand ills o’erpaft. 

In fond embraces they lhall £nk at lall 5 


While 
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While pitying tears their dying eyes o’erflo^. 

And the lafl figh fhall wail each other’s v woe. 

K 2 Some 


And the Ic^ figh /ball nuail each other s ^f;o5.~This poetical dcfcriptlon of 
the miferable cataftrophe of Don Emmanuel de Souza, and his beautiful 
fpoufe Leonora de Sa, is by no means exaggerated. He was feveral years 
governor of Diu in India, where he amalFed immenfe wealth. On his re- 
turn to his native country, the Ihip in which were his lady, all his riches, 
and five hundred men, his failors and domeftics, was dafhed to pieces on the 
rocks at the Cape of Good Hope. Don Emmanuel, his lady, and thiee 
children, with four hundred of the crew, efcaped, having only faved a few 
arms and provifions. As they marched through the rude uncultivatod de- 
ferts, feme died of famine, of thirft, and fatigue ; others, who wandered 
from the main body in fearch of w-ater, were murdered by the favages, or 
deftroyed by the wild beads. The horror of this miferable fituation was 
mod dreadfully aggravated to Donna Leonora : her hufband began to dil^ 
cover darts of infanity. They arrived at lad at a village inhabited by Ethi- 
opian banditti. At fird they were courteoufly received, and Souza, partly 
dupified with grief, at the defire of the barbarians, yielded up to them the 
arms of his company. No fooner was this done, than the favages dripped 
the whole company naked, and left them deditute to the mercy of the de- 
fert. The wretchednefs of the delicate and expofed Leonora w'as encreafed 
by the brutal infults of the negroes. Her hufband, unable to relieve, be- 
held her miferies. After having travelled about 300 leagues, her legs fwcll- 
ed, her feet bleeding at every dep, and her drength exhauded, fhe funk 
down, and with the land covered herfelf to the neck, to conceal her naked- 
nefs. In this dreadful fituation, ihe beheld two of her children expire. Her 
own death foon followed. Her hufband, who had been long enamoured of 
her beauty, received her lad breath in a didra£ted embrace, immediately 
he fnatched his third child in his arms, and uttering the mod lamentable 
cries, he ran into the thicked of the w'ood, where the wild beads were 
foon heard to growl over their prey. Of the whole four hundred who ef* 
caped the waves, only fix and twenty arrived at another Ethiopian village, 
whofe inhabitants were more civilized, and traded with tlie merchants of 
the Red Sea ; from hence they found a pafiage to Europe, and brought the 
tidings of the unhappy fate of their companions. Jerome de Cortereal, a 
Portuguefe poet, has written an affefHng poem on tlie fliipvvreck and deplo- 
rable catadrophe of Don Emmanuel and his beloved fpoufe. Vid. Faria^ 
Barros, 8cc» 
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Some few, the fad companions of their fate, 

Shall yet furvive, protected by my hate, 

On Tagus’ banks the difmal tale to tell 
How blafted by my frown your heroes felL 

He paus’d, in act ftill farther to difclofc 
A long, a dreary prophecy of woes : 

When fpringing onward, loud my voice refbunds. 

And midft his rage the threatening fhade confounds “ 
What art thou, horrid form, that rideft the air ? 

By heaven’s eternal light, fterxi fiend, declare. 

His lips he writhes, his eyes far round he throws, 

.And from his breaft deep hollow groans arofe j 
Sternly afkaunce lie fiood : with wounded pride 
And anguilh torn, in me, behold, he cried, 

While dark-red fparkles from his eyeballs roll’d, 
in me the fpirit of the Cape behold. 

That rock by you the Cape of Tempefts named. 

By Neptune’s rage in horrid earthquakes framed. 
When Jove’s red bolts o’er Titan’s offspring flamed. 
With v/ide-ilre toll'd piles I guard the pathlefs frrand. 
And Afric’s fouthern mound unmoved J hand 5 
Nor Roman prow, nor darbig Tyrian oar 
Ere dalh’d the white wave foaming to iny fhore , 

Nor Greece nor Carthage ever fpread the fail 
On thefe nij feas to catch the trading gale. 

Toil, you alone have dared to plough my main. 

And with the human voice difturb my lonefome reign* 


He 
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Hew fpoke, and deep a lengthen’d ligh he drew, 

A doleful found, and vanifh’d from the view; 

The frighten’d billows gave a roiling fwcll, 

And diftant far prolong’d the difrnal ycli ; 

Faint and more faint the howling echoes die. 

And the black cloud difperfing leaves the Iky. 

High 

iff The drcumftances of the dlfappcarance of the Ipeftre are 

in the fame poetical fpirit of the introdudion. To fuppofe this fpeclre the 
Spirit of that huge promontorj'- the Cape of Tempefts, which by night 
makes its awful appearance to the fleet of Gama, while wandering in an un- 
known ocean, is a noble flight of imagination. As already obferved in the 
preface, the machinery of Camoens is allegorical : To eftabUfli Chriftianity 
in the Eaft, is exprefly laid in the Lufiad to be the great purpofe of the 
Hero. By Bacchus, the demon who oppofes the expedition, the genius 
of Mohammedifm muft of confequence be underftood : and accordingly, in 
the eighth book, the Evil fpirit and Bacchus are mentioned as the fame 
perfbnage ; where, in the figure of Mohammed, he appears in a dream to 
a Mohammedan prieft. In like manner by Adamaflor, the genius of Mo- 
hammedifm muft be fuppofed to be meant. The Moors, who profeffed 
that religion, were, till the arrival of Gama, the foie navigators of the eaf- 
tem feas, and by eveiy exertion of force and fraud, they endeavoured to 
prevent the fettlements of the Chriftians. In the figure of the fpeflre, the 
French tranflator finds an cxa£l defeription of the perfbn of Mohammed, his 
fierce demeanour and pale complexion ; but he certainly carries his unravel- 
ment too far in feveral inftances : to mention only two ; “ Mohammed (fays 
he) was a falfe prophet, fo is Adamaftor, who fays Emmanuel de Souza 
« and his fpoufe fhall die in one another’s arms, whereas the hufband was 
devoured by wild beafts in the wood. ... By the raetamorphofis of 
Adamaftor into an huge mafs of earth and rock, laved by the waves, is 
“ meant the death and tomb of Mohammed. He died of a dropfy, behold 
“ the waters w'hich furround him; voila les eaux qui T eniourenU — Kis tomb 
“ was exceeding high, behold the height of the promontory.” By fuch 
latitude of interpretation, the allegory which w^as really intended by an au- 
thor, becomes fufpe£ted by the reader. As Camoens, however, has allured 
us that he did allegorife, one need not hefitate to affirm, that the amour of 
Adamaftor is an in fiance of it. By Thetis is figured Renown, or true Glory, 
by the fierce paflion of the giant, the fierce rage of ambition, and by the 
rugged mountain that filled his deluded arms, the infamy acquiied by the 
brutal conqueror Mohammed. The hint of this laft circumftancc is adopt- 
ed from Cqflera, 
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High, to the angel hoft, whofe guardian care • - . 
Had ever round us watch’d, my hands I rear. 

And heaven’s dread king implore, as o’er our head 
The fiend dilTolved, an empty fliadow fled ; 

So may his curfes by the winds of heaven 
Far o’er the deep, their idle fport, be driven ! 

With facr cd horror thrill’d, Melinda’s lord 
Held up the eager hand, and caught the word, 

Oh wondrous faith of ancient days, he cries. 
Conceal’d in myftic lore, and dark dlfguife ! 

Taught by their fires, our hoary fathers tell, 

On thefe rude fliores a giant fpeftre fell, 

What time from heaven the rebel band were thrown i 
And oft the wandering fwain has heard his moan. 
While o’er the wave the clouded moon appears 
To hide her weeping face, his voice he rears 
O’er the wild florin. Deep in the days of yore 
A holy pilgrim trod the nightly fliore ; 

Stern groans he heard ; by ghoflly Ipells controll’d. 
His fate, myfterious, thus the Ipecbre told : 

By forceful Titan’s warm embrace compreft 
The rock-ribb’d mother earth his love confefl ; 

The hundred-handed giant at a birth 

And me fhe bore : nor flept my hopes on earth ; 

My heart avow’d my fire’s etherial flame ; 

Great Adamaftor then my dreaded name. 


In 
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In my bold brothers* glorious toils engaged^ 

Tremendous war againfl the gods I waged: 

Yet not to reach the throne of heaven I try. 

With mountain piled on mountain to the iky ; 

To me the conqueft of the feas befel, 

In his green realm the fecond Jove to quelL 
Nor did ambition all my paiSons hold, 

Twas love that prompted an attempt fo bold* 

Ah me, one fummer in the cool of day 
I faw the Nereids on the fandy bay 
With lovely Thetis from the wave advance 
In mirthful frolic, and the naked dance. 

In all her charms reveal*d the goddefe trode ; 

With fierceft fires my flxuggling bofom glow’d j 
Yet, yet I feel them burning in my heart, 

And hopelefs languifli with the raging fmart. 

For her, each goddefs of the heavens I fcorn’d. 

For her alone my fervent ardour burn’d. 

In vain I woo’d her to the lover’s bed 5 
From my grim form with horror mute ihe fled. 

Madning with love, by force I ween to gain 
The filver goddefs of the blue domain : 

To the hoar* mother of the Nereid ^ band 
I tell my purpofe, and her aid command : 

By 


* boar mother of ibeNereU 5am/.— Doris, the fifterand/poufe of 

Nereus. By Nereus, in the phyiical ienfe of the fable, is underflood the 
water of the fea, and by Doris, the bitternefs or fait, the fuppofedcaufe of 
its prolific quality in the generation of filhes. 
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By fear impeird, old Doris tries to move. 

And win the fpoufe of Peleus to my love* 

The filver goddefs with a fniile replies. 

What nymph can yield her charms a giant’s prize ? 
Yet from the hon-ors of a war to fa%^e, 

And guard in peace our empire of the wave-. 
Whatever with honour he may hope to gaii;, 

That let him hope his wifa Ihall foon attain . 

The promifed grace infufed a bolder fire. 

And fliook my mighty limbs with fierce defirc , 
But ah, what error fpreads its dreamful nighty 
What phantoms hover o’er the lover’s fight ( 

The war refign’d, my fteps by Doris led, 

While gentle eve her fhadowy mantle fpread-» 
Before my fteps the fnowy Thetis Qione 
In all her charms, all naked, and alone* 

Swift as the wind with open arms I fprung. 

And round her waift with joy delirious clung < 

In all the tranfports of the warm embrace^ 

An hundred kifies on her angel face. 

On all its various charms my rage beftows. 

And on her cheek my cheek enraptured glows. 
When, oh, what anguifli while my lhame I tell ' 
What fixt delpair, what rage my bofom fweil ! 
Here was no goddefs, here no heavenly charms, 
A rugged mountain fill’d my eager arms, 

Whofe rocky top o’erhung with matted brier, 
Received the kifies of my amorous fire ., 


Waked 
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Waked from my dream cold horror freezed my blood j 
Fixt as a rock before the rock I flood ; 

0 faireft goddefs of the ocean train, 

Behold the triumph of thy proud difdain ! 

Yet why, I cried, with all I wifh’d decoy, 

And when exulting in the dream of joy. 

An horrid mountain to mine arms convey ! 

Madning I fpoke, and furious fprung away. 

Far to the fouth I fought the world unknown. 

Where I unheard, unfcorn’d, might wail alone. 

My foul diflionour, and my tears to hide. 

And fhun the triumph of the goddefs’ pride. 

My brothers now by Jove’s red arm overthrown, 

Beneath huge mountains piled on mountains groan j 
And I, ^vho taught each echo to deplore. 

And tell my forrows to the defert fhore, 

1 felt the hand of Jove my crimes purfue ; 

My ftifiening flefh to earthy ridges grew. 

And my huge bones, no more by marrow warm’d. 

To horrid piles and ribs of rock transform’d. 

Yon dark-brow’d cape of monftrous fize became, 

Where round me ftill, in triumph o’er my fhame. 

The filvery Thetis bids her furges roar. 

And waft my groans along the dreary fhore. 

Melinda’s monarch thus the tale purfiied 
Of ancient faith ; and Gama thus renew’d — 

Now from the wave the chariot of the day 
Whirl’d by the fiery courfers fprings away. 


When 
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When full in view the giant Cape appears. 

Wide fpreads its limbs, and high its fhoulders rears i 
Behind us now it curves the bending fide, 

And our bold veffels plow the eaftern tide. 

Nor long excurfive off at fea we ftand, 

A culturM fhore invites us to the land. 

Here their fweet fcenes the rural joys beftow, 

And give our wearied minds a lively y glow. 

The tenants of the coaft, a feflive band. 

With dances meet us on the yellow fand ; 

Their brides on flow-paced oxen rode behind j 
The fpreading horns with flowery garlands twined, 
Befpoke the dew-lapt beeves their proudeft boaft, 

Of all their beftial ftore the valued moft. 

By 


y And gi’us our •wearhd minds a thely Variety is no Icfs delightful to 

the reader than to the traveller, and the imagination of Camoens gave an 
abundant fupply. The infertion of this paftoral landlcape, between the 
terrific fcenes which precede and follow, has a fine effeft. *' Variety,” 
fays Pope, in one of his notes on the Odyilcy, “ gives life and delight ; and 
it is much more neceflary in epic than in comic or tragic poetry, fome- 
“ times to fiiift the fcenes to diverfify and embellifh the ftory.” The au- 
thority of another celebrated writer ofiers itfelf : Les Portugais nawguant 
fur r ocean Ailantlqucj deeouvrirent la polnie la plus meridionale de V Afrique; its 
virent une vajie mer ; elU les porta aux Indes OrietHales ; lours perils fur cette 
** ei la decouverie de J^ossamhlque^ de liAelindc, et de Catecist, out etc ebantes 
^ par le Camoens^ dont le po'ime fait fentir quelque chofedes charmes de VOdyffee^ etde 
“ la magnlfcenee de VEneideP i. e. The Portuguefe lailing upon the Atlan- 
tic ocean difcovered the mofl: ibuthern point of Africa : here they found an 
immenfe fea, which carried them to the Eaft Indies. The dangers they en- 
countered in the voyage, the dilcovery of Mozarabic, of McHnda, and of 
Calicut, have been fung by Cam Sens, whofe poem recalls to our minds the 
charms of the Odyfley, and the magnificence of the Eneid. Montefquieus 
Spirit of Laws, b. xxi. c. ci. 
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By turns the hufbands and the brides prolong 
The various meafures of the rural fong. 

Now to the dance the ruftic reeds refound 5 
The dancers’ heels light-quivering beat the ground ; 

And now the lambs around them bleating ftray, 

Feed from their hands, or round them friiking play, 
Methought I faw the fylvan reign of Pan, 

And heard the mufic of the Mantuan fwan — 

With fmiles we hail them, and with joy behold 
The blifsful manners of the age of gold. 

With that mild kindnefs, by their looks difplay’d, 

Frefh ftores they bring, with cloth of red repay’d : 

Yet from their lips no word we knew could flow. 

Nor fign of India’s ftrand their hands be flow. 

Fair blow the winds} again with fails unfurl’d 
We dare the main, and feek the eaftern world. 

Now round black Afric’s coaft our navy veer’d. 

And to the world’s mid circle northward fleer’d : 

The fouthern pole low to the wave declined, 

We leave the ifle of Holy Crofs * behind } 

That ifle where erft a Lufian, when lie paft 
The tempeft-beaten Cape, his anchors caft. 

And own’d his proud ambition to explore 
The kingdoms of the morn, could dare no more. 

From 


* We league the yie of Holy Crtfs^—-A fmall ifland, named Santa Cruz by 
Bartholomew Diaz, who difcovered it. According to Faria y Soufa, he 
went twenty-five leagues farther, to the river del Infante^ which, till pafled 
by Gama, was the utmoft extent of the Portuguefe difcoveries. 
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From tlienccj ftill on, our daring courfe we hold 
Through tracklefs gulphs, whofe billows never rrlPd 
Around the veflel’s pitchy fides before ; 

Through tracklefe gulphs, where mountain furges roar. 
For many a night, when not a ftar appear’^d, 

Nor infant moon’s dim horns the darknefs cheer’d ; 

For many a dreary night, and cheerlefs day. 

In calms now fetter’d, now the whirlwind’s play, j 

By ardent hope ftill fired, we forced our dreadful way. ^ 
Now fmooth as glafs the fliining waters lie. 

No cloud flow moving fails the azure iky ; 

Slack from their height the fails unmoved decline, 

The airy ftreamers form the downward line j 
No gentle quiver owns the gentle gale, 

Nor gentleft fwell diftends the ready fail ; 

Fixt as in ice the flumbering prows remain. 

And filence wide extends her Iblemn reign. 

Now to the waves the burfting clouds defcend, 

And heaven and fea in meeting tempefts blend ; 

The biack-wing’d whirlwinds o’er the ocean fweep, 

And from his bottom roars the ftaggering deep. 

Driven by the yelling blaft’s impetuous fway 
Staggering we bound, yet onward bound away- 
And now efcaped the fury of the ftorm. 

New danger threatens in a various form ; 


Though 
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Though, frefh the breeze the fwelling canvafs fweird, 

A current’s * headlong fweep our prows withheld : 

The rapid force imprefl: on every keel. 

Backward, overpower’d, our rolling veflels reel : 

When from their fouthern caves the winds, enraped 

* o 

In horrid confiift with the waves engaged j 
Beneath the tempeft groans each loaded maft, 

And o’er the rufliing tide our bounding navy pail. 

Now fhined the facred morn, when from the cafi 
Three kings the holy cradled babe addreft, 

And hail’d him Lord of heaven : that feftive day 
We drop our anchors in an opening bayj 
The river from the facred day we name, 

And ftores, the wandering feaman’s riglit, we claim. 
Stores we received \ our deareft hope in vain \ 

No word they utter’d could our ears retain 
Nought to reward our fearch for India’s found. 

By word or lign our ardent wiflies ^ crown’d. 

Behold, 


» A current's headlong fweep. — It was thc force of this rufhing current whieJi 
retarded the farther difeoveries of Diaz. Gama got over it by thc affiftance 
of a tempeft. It runs between Cape Corrientes, and thc Touch weft of Ma- 
dagafear. It is now eafily avoided. 

^ dToughi to reward our fearch for India's found — The frequent dlfappoint- 
ment of the Poituguefe, when they expcift to hear fome account of Indiaj 
is a judicious imitation of feveral parts of Vijgil ; who, in thc fame man- 
ner, magnifies the diftrefles of the Trojans in their fearch for the fated feat 
of empire : 

— 0 gens 

Infelix ! cut te exitio foriuna refct •uat ? 

Sepfima pojl 7rya exsidium jam ^ertitur afas ; 

Cumfraa^ cum terras amneSf tot inhofpita faxa 


Sideraque 
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Behold, O king, how many a fhore wc trj^d \ 

How many a fierce barbarian’s rage defy’d ! 

Yet ftili in vain for India’s fliore we try, 

The long-fonght jOaores our anxious fearch defy. 

Beneath new heavens, where not a ftar we knew, 
Through changing climes, where poifon’d air we drew i 
Wandering new feas, in gulphs unknown, forlorn, 

By labour weaken’d, and by famine worn 5 
Our food corrupted, pregnant with difeafe. 

And peftilence on each expected breeze ; 

Not even a gleam of hope’s delufive ray 
To lead us onward through the devious way ; 

That kind delufion which full oft has cheer’d 
The braveft minds, till glad fuccefs appear’d j 
Worn as we were each night with dreary care, 

Each day with danger that increafed defpair. 

Oh ! monarch, judge, what lefs than Lufian fire 
Could ftill the hopelefs fcorn of fate infpire ! 

What lefs, O king, than Lufian faith withftand, 

When dire delpair and famine gave command 
Their chief to murder, and with lawlefs power 
Sweep Afric’s feas, and every coaft devour ! 

What more than men in wild defpair ftill bold ! 

Thefe more than « men in thefe my band behold ! 

Sacred 


Bideraque emenfa ferimur : duvf per fxare 

lUdiam fequlmur ftiglsntem^ d volwmur ifrt£s» JEit, V. 

« Tbtfe more than men, It had been extremely impolitic in Gama to 

mention the mutiny of his followers to the king of Melinda. The boaft 

of 
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Sacred to death, by death alone fubdued, 

Thefe all the rage of fierce defpair withftood ; 

Firm to their faith, though fondeft hope no more 
Could give the promife of their native fhore ! 

Now the fweet waters of the fiream we leave^ 

And the fait waves our gliding prows receive ; 

Here to the left, between the bending fhores. 

Torn by the winds the whirling billow roars. 

And boiling raves againft the founding coafi:, 

Whofe mines of gold Sofala’s merchants boaft ; 

Full to the gulph the fhowery fouth-winds howl, 

Aflant againft the wind our veflels roll : 

Far from the land, wide o’er the ocean driven. 

Our helms refigning to the care of heaven. 

By hope and fear’s keen paffions toft, we foam. 

When our glad eyes beheld the forges foam 
Againft the beacons of a cultured bay, 

Where floops and barges cut the watery way^ 

The river’s opening breaft fome upward ply’d. 

And fome came gliding down tlie fweepy tide. 

Quick 

of their loyalty befides, has a good cfre£l in the poem, as it elevates the 
heroes, and gives 'uxiiformity to the character of bravery, which the dignity 
of the epopoeia required to be afcribed to them. Hiftory relates the mat- 
ter differently. In {landing for the Cape of Good Hope, Gama gave the 
iiigheft proofs of his refolution, ** In Ulo autem curfu valdS Gama *oirtus eui- 
“ iuit. The fleet feemcd now toiled to the clouds, uf modo nubet contingere, 
and now iiink to the loweil whirlpools of the abyis. The winds were m- 
fufferably cold, and to the rage of the temped was added the liorror of an 
almoil continual darkneis. The crew expected every moment to be {wal- 
lowed up in the deep. At every interval of the dorm, they came round 
Gama, aflerting the impoflibility to proceed further, and imploring to -re- 
turn. But this he relblutely refufed. See the preface. 
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Quick throbs of tranfports heaved in every heart 
To view the knowledge of the feaman’s art ; 

For here we hoped our ardent wifh to gain. 

To hear of India’s ftrand, nor hoped in vain. 

Though Ethiopia’s fable hue they bore 
No look of wild furprize the natives wore : 

Wide o’er their heads the cotton turban fweirj. 

And cloth of blue the decent loins conceaFcI. 

Their fpeech, though rude and diflbnant of found. 

Their fpeech a mixture of Arabian own’d. 

Fernando, Ikill’d in all the copious ftore 
Of fair Arabia’s fpeech and flowery lore^ 

In joyful converfe heard the pleafing tale. 

That o’er thefe feas full oft the frequent* fail. 

And lordly veflels, tall as ours, appear’d, 

Which to the regions of the morning fleer’d. 

And back returning to the fouthmofl land, 

Convey’d the treafures of the Indian ftrand ; 

Whofe cheerful crews, refembiing ours, difplay 
The ^ kindred face and colour of the day. 

Elate with joy we raife the glad acclaim, 

And, e river of Good Signs, the port wc name : 

Then, facrecl to the angel guide, who led 
The young Tobiah to the Ipoufal bed. 

And 


^ The Unired -Gaitia and his followers were at fcveral ports, 

on their firft arrival in the Eaft, thought to be JVIoors. See the note, 

VOL. I. p. a8. 

• JRlo das horn finms* 



BOOKV. THE LUSIAD. ?45 

And fafe returnM hrcn through the perilous way. 

We rear a column ^ on the friendly bay» 


Our keels, that now had fleer'd through many a clime, 
By fhell-hilA roughen’d, and incafed with flime, 

Joyful we clean, while bleating from the field 
The fleecy dams the fmiling natives yield ; 

But while each face an honeft welcome fhews. 

And big with fprightly hope each bolbm glows, 

(Alas ! how vain the bloom of human joy ! 

How foon the blafts of woe that bloom defiroy !) 

A dread difeafe its rankling horrors flied. 

And death's dire ravage through mine army fpread. 
Never mine eyes fucL dreary fight beheld, 

Ghaflly the mouth and gums enormous g fwell’d ; 

And inflant, putrid like a dead man’s wound, 

Poifoned with fetid fteams the air around. 

No fage phyfician’s ever-watchful zeal. 

No ficilful furgeon’s gentle hand to heal, 

Were found : each dreary mournful hour we gave 
Some brave companion to a foreign grave ; 

VOL. II. L A grave, 

2 JVe rear a ca/i/OTw.— ~-lt was the cuftom of the Portuguefe navigators 
to erect crolles on the ihores of the new-di {covered countries. Gama car- 
ried materials for pillars of jftone along with him, and erected fix of thefe 
crofics during his expedition. They bore the name and arms of the king 
of Portugal, and were intended as proofs of the title which accrues from 
the firlt dilcovery. 

^ GLaJily the mouth and gums enormous This poetical defer iption of 

the ScurvT- is by no means exaggerated above what fometimes really hap- 
pens. in the courfe of a long voyage, and in an unhealrhful climate, Ut 
which the conftitution is unhabituated. 
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A grave, tlie awful gift, of every fliore I 
Alas ; what weary tolls r'kli us they bore i! 

Long, long endear’d by fellov/Oiip in woe, 

O’er their cold duft we give tlic tear.? to Oow 5 
And in their haplefs lot forbode our own, 

A foreign burial, and a grave unknown ! 

Now deeply yearning o’er our deathful fate. 

With joyful hope of India’s iliore elate. 

We ioofc the liaulfers and the fail expand. 

And upward coall the Ethiopian llrand. 

Wliat danger threaten’d at Quiloa’s ifle, 

Mozatnbic’s treafon, and Mombaffa’s guile 3 
What mirLiclcs kind heaven, our guardian, wrought'. 
Loud fame already to thine ears has brought ; 

Kind heaven again that guardian care dilplaykl, 

And to thy port our weary fleet convey’d, 

Where thou, O king, heaven’s regent power beiowg 
Bidfl: thy full bounty and thy truth to fiO\7 : 

Health to the lick, and to the weary reft. 

And Iprightiy hope revived in every breaft. 

Proclaim thy gifts, with grateful joy repay’d. 

The brave man’s tribute for the brave man’s aid* 

And now in honour of thy fond command, 

The glorious annals of my native land j 
And what tlvc perils of a route fo bold, 

So dread as ours, my faithful lips have told. 

Then judge, great monarch, if the world before 
Ere faw the prow fuch length of feas explore ! 


Nor 
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Nor fage Ulyfles, nor the Trojan pride^ 

Such raging gulphs, fuch whirling florms defy\i ; 

Nor one poor tenth of my dread courfc explored;, 
Though by the mufe as demigods adored- 

O tliou whofe breaft ail Helicon indamcch 
Whofe birth feven vaunting cities proudly claim’d ; 

And thou whofe mellow lute and rural fong, 

In fofteft flow, led Mincio’s waves along ; 

Whofe warlike numbers as a ftonn impclFdj, 

And Tyber’s furges o’er his borders fweH’d ; 

Let ail ParnaiTus lend creative fire, 

And ail the Nine v/ith ail their warmth infpire ; 

Your demigods conducl: through every feene 
Cold fear can paint, or wildeft fancy feign ; 

The Syren’s guileful lay, dire Circe’s fpell, 

And all the horrors of the Cyclop’s cell 5 

Bid Scylb’s barking waves their mates o’erwlielm, 

And hurl the guardian pilot from the ^ helm i 
Give fails and oars to fly the purple fhorc, 

Wlicj'e love of abfmt friend av.’-akes no ^ more \ 

L 2 In 


“ Afid hurl thegujrdian pilot front the helm^-^CC -ttSn. V. 833. 

pifrple Jhore, — ^The Lotophagi, ib named from the plant Lotu.^. 
are thus deferibed by Homer : 

Not prone to ill, nor flrangc to foreign guefl, 

Tliey eat, they drink, and nature gives the feafl; 

The trees around them all their fruit produce; 
l^oto 9 the name ; divine, ne^larcous juice ; 


(Thence 
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In all their charms difplay Calypfo’s fmilesj, 

Her howery arbours and her amorous wiles ; 

In Ikins confined the blufirering winds ^ control, 

Or o’er the feaft bid Icathfome harpies ^ prowl j 
And lead your heroes through the dread abodes 
Of tortur’d fpe<^res and infernal “ gods ; 

Give 


(Thence called Lotophagi) which whojfb taftcs 
Infatiatt: Hots in tlie fwveet repays, 

2s or other home nor other care intends, 

But quits his houfe, his countr}'-, and his friends : 

The three wc fent, from off th* inchanting ground 
We dragg’d rclaclant, and by force wc bound : 

The reft in haftc forfook the pleafing Ihore, 

Or, the charm tailed, had return’d no more. Pope, Odyf. 

The natural hiftory of the Lotos, however, is very different. There are 
various kinds of it. The L> bian Lotos is a ihrub like a bramble, the ber- 
ries like the myrtle, but purple when ripe, and about the bignefs of an 
olive. Mixed with bread-corn it was ufed as food for flaves. They alfb 
made an agreeable wine of it, but whidi would not keep above ten days. 
See Pope’s note hi loco, 

^ In Jkins confined ihe bluferuiv ’cvhds controL-^Th'Z gift of ^olusto UlyfleSn 

The adverfe winds in leathern bags he brac’d, 

Comprefs’d their force, and lock’d each ftruggling blaft . 

For him the mighty fire of godsaffign’d, 

The tempeft’s lord, the tyrant of the wind ; 

His word alone the lift’ning ftorms obey. 

To fmooth the (deep, or fweli the foamy fca, 

Thefe in my hollow fhip the monarch hung, 

Securely fetter’d by a filver thong; 

But Zephyrus exempt, with friendly gales 

He charg’d to fill, and guide the fweliing fails; ^ C 

Rare gift ! but oh, what gift to fools avails. Pope, Odyf.x. \ 

The companions of Ulyffes imagined that thefe bags contained fome valua- 
ble treafure, and opened them while their leader flept. The tempefts burft- 
ing out drove the fleet from Ithaca, which was then in light, and was the 
caufe of a new* train of miferics. 

^ —‘harpies third -$neid, 

^ Of toHiirdfpellres’—'^QQ, the fixtli ^neid, and the eleventh Odyfley. 
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Give every flower that decks Aonia’s hill 
To grace your fables with divineft flcill; 

Beneath the wonders of my tale they fall. 

Where truth aii unadorn’d and pure exceeds them all. 

While thus iliuftrious Gama charm’d their ears. 
The look of wonder each Melindian wears, 

And pleafed attention witnefs’d the command 
Of every movement of his lips or hand. 

The king enraptured own’d the glorious fame 
Of Lifboa’s monarchs, and the Lufian name 5 
What warlike rage the vidlor-kings infpired, 

Nor lefs their warriors loyal faith admired. 

Nor iefs his menial train, in wonder loft, 

Repeat the gallant deeds that pleale them moft, 

Each to his mate j while fixed in fond amaze 
The Lufian features every eye fiirveys 5 
While prefent to the view, by fancy brought, 

Arife the wonders by the Lufians wrought 5 
And each bold feature to their wondering fight 
Difplays the raptured ardour of the fight., 

Apollo now withdrew the cheerful day. 

And left the weftern fky to twilight grey; 

Beneath the wave he fought fair Thetis’ bed. 

And to the fhore Melinda’s fovereign fped, 
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What boundiefs joys are thine, O juft renown^ 

Tliou hope of virtue, and her noblefl: crown 5 
3 y thee the feeds of confeious worth are fired. 

Hero by hero, fame by fame infpired : 

V/itliout thine aid how foon the hero dies ? 

Jjj thee upborne his name afeends the fkies. 

This Ammon knew, and own’d his Homer’s iyre 
The nobleft glory of Pelides’ ire. 

This knew Augufius, and from Mantua’s fiiadc 
To courtly cafe the Roman bard convey’d ; 

And foon exulting flow’d the fong divine. 

The nobleft glory of the Roman line. 

Dear v/as the mufe to Julius : ever dear 
To Scipio 5 though the ponderous conquering fpear 
Roughen’d his hand, th’ immortal pen he knew. 

And to the tented field the gentle mufes drew« 

Each glorious chief of Greek or Latiari line 
Or barbarous race adorn’d th’ Aoniaa fhrine 5 
Eacl’i gloricus name, e’er to the mufe endear’d, 

Or wooed the mufes, or the mufe revered. 

Alas, on Tago’s Iiaplefs ihores alone 

The mufe is flighted, and her charms unknown 5 

iror 


*>■ 0>* harhamiis "-V /c have already observed that Camoens was 

not mlfled by tl j co:;:t'iioa dji-’amtions againll the Gothic conquerors. 
« Theodoric, iho iecord ui'jcr UieOflro^othsjapIous and humane prince^ 
“ reflorcd i’i ibn c th j iV-^dy oi i.-ttu-s . , . Tie adopted into ids 

** feri’ice Eoei-hles, lIsc : — . a. d r.h-..on: c‘.!y Latin philoibpher of 

“ that period. CaHlodoi; j. r era: lent Roman fehoUr, was his grand 

Secretary . . . Ti.- ido/eV ;r-'„ic*ir.ge of Iw.’.rning is ajiplauded by Clau- 
“ dian, &c. Many ot .Ci hi. were equally attached to the works 

“ of peace . W arton, liifc. Leg, Poetry. 
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For fchis^ no Virgil here attunes the Intc, 

No Hemer here avrukes the hcroV, iire. 

On Tago’s ilior-js are Sclpioiij Ca:i ire borr.y 
And Alc.rnndcLA diiuc adorn. 

But her.Tcn has Ihunf.t their, in ror.ghcr niordd, 

Nor ga\o the polilli io dieir genuhic gokL 
Carelcli ..ud rude or to be known or know. 

In vain to them tire f\s^eeteii: nuuibofa flow ; 

Unheard, in vain their native poet Oiig:;, 

And cold negleft weighs do\v^n the rnufe’s wings. 

Even he v/Lofe veins the blood of Gama warms,. 

Walks by, uaconiclciis of riie mule’s cliarms : 

For him no mule tlvail leave her golden loom. 

No palm lhall bloiTom, and no wreath lliall bloom j 
Yet fijiall my P labours and my cares be paid 
By fame immortal, and by G.ama’s iliade: 

Him 

'> le —Don Flan, (it Gnma, granJibn of the hero of the 

L’:riUi?. For his infigniificuiit and worthicis chara^ici, fee the life of Ca** 
3wders. 

F Tdjhall f..j IMfrs Ariilotk has pionounceiJ, that the u’orks of Ho- 

mer contain ‘he pcd'cclinudci of llic epic poem, flomer never gives us any 
kligrefllve ciecian:,.^tiori fpokcu in the pedon of the poet, or imerruptivc of 
• tlie thread of his nauatlon. For tli is leuion, iVIiitor.’s beunlii\il complaint 
of hxs blindnefs has been ceiiliired as a viorution of the rules of the opopaia. 
But it may be predwmed there is an appeal bc-yonJ the writings of Home’r, 
an appeal to the realbn of thefc rides. When Homer laid the plan of liis 
Vv'orks, he fell that to write a poem like an hiflory, w'hofe parts had no nc- 
ceitary d<.*pciidence and connexion with each other, miift be uninterefting 
and tireiotne t(/ Uic reader of real genius. The unity of one atTtiori adorned 
v.aii proper collateral epilbdes, therefore prefented itlldf in its progreffive 
dependencies of beginning, middle, and end; or in oilier words, a deferip- 
tlon of certain clrcumdances, the aftions which thefc produce, and the ca- 
taftrophe. I'his unity of conduct, as moil inicroPdng, is iiidifpcnfably ne- 

ccllaiy 
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Him fliali the fong on every fliore proclaim, 

The Ci'it of heroes, firfl of naval fame. 

Rude and ungrateful though my country be. 

This proud example fhall be taught by me, 

V^here’er the hero’s worth demands the Ikies, 

To crown that worth fome generous bard ihall rife 


ceflary to the epic poem. But it does not follow, that a declamation in the 
pcrfon of the poet, at the beginning or end of a book, is properly a breach 
of the unity of the conduct of the a<flion ; the omilSon therefore, of flich 
declamations by ?I )mer, as not founded on the nature of the epic poem, 
is no argument againft the uie of them. If this, however, will not be al- 
lowed by the critic, let the critic remember, that HomeJ has many digret- 
five hiftorics, which have no dependence on, or connexion with the action, 
of the poem. If the declamation of Camoens in praife of poetry, muft be 
condemned, what defence can be offered for the long ftory' of Maron*s wine 
in the ninth OdylTey, to which even the numbers of a Pope could give no 
dignity ! Yet however, a or a may condemn the digreffive exda- 
matiens of Camoens, the reader of taftc, who judges from what he feels, 
would certainly be unwilling to have them expunged. The declamation 
with which he concludes the icvtnth Lufiad, mufi pkafe,, mult touch every 
■breaft. The feelings of a great fpirit, in the evening of an adivc and mi- 
litary life, iirking under the prelTure of neglect and dependence, yet the 
complaint expiefied with the moll manly refentment, cannot fail to inte- 
reft the generous, and, if adorned with the dr els of poetry, to plead an ex- 
cufe for its adnnlfion with the man of tafle. Tlie declamation w'hich con- 
cludes the prefent book, has allb fomc arguments to offer in its defence. As 
the fleet of Gama have now lafeiy conquered many difficulties, and are pro- 
inilcd a pilot to condud them to India, it is a proper contrail to the mur- 
murings of the populace, cxprelled by the old man, at the end of the fourth 
Lufiad, and is by no means an improper conciufion to the epifode which fy 
highly extols the military fame of tlie Lallan warriors. 


END OF THE FIFTH BOOK, 
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With heart fincere the royal pagan joy^d^ 
And hofpitable rites each hour employed 5 
For much the king the Lufian band admired. 
And much their friendfliip and their aid delired ; 
Each hour the gay feltivity prolongs, 

Melindian dances, and Arabian fongs ; 

Each hour in mirthful tranfport fteals away, 

By night the banquet, and the chace by day ; 
And now the bofom of the deep invites, 

And all the pride of Neptune’s feftive rites ; 

Their filken banners waving%’er the tide, 

A jovial band, the painted galleys ride 5 


The 
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The not and angle various hands emplojj 
And hloorifli timbrels ibund the notes of joy. 

Such v. as the »pomp, when Egypt’s beauteous queen 
Bade all the pride of naval Hiev/ convenej 
In pleafure’s dou'uy bofom to beguile 
Her love-fick warrior : o’er tlic breaft of Nile 
Dazzling with gold the purple enfigns flow’d, 

And to the lute the gilded barges row’d. 

While from the wave, of many a fliiiiing hue, 

The anglers’ lines the panting fiflies drew. 


Now from the weft the founding breezes blow. 

And far the hoary flood was yet to plow ; 

The fountain and the field faeftow’d their ftore, 

And friendly pilots from the fiuendly fliore, 

Train’d in the Indian deep, were now aboard, 

When Gama, parting from Melinda’s lord. 

The holy vows of iafting peace renew’d. 

For ftill the king for Iafting friendfliip fjcd ; 

rh>t 


• Szfe^ ‘zvas ihe difplay of eaflern luxury aocl mr.gmikoihie 
was laviihed in tho filhiiig parties on the Nik, with vvhicli Clcopatiuanuded 
Tvlurk Antony, ^^hen at any time he ihcwtd fymptoms of iiataiijiois, or 
deemed inclined to abandon the eiFcminate life which he led uith ids mifireis. 
At one of thefe parties, Mai k Antony having procured divers to put fiCiits 
upon his hooks while under the water, he very gallantly boafird to his n;h- 
trefs of his great dexteriiy in angling. Cleopatra perceived his art, and as 
gallantly out\utted him. Some other divers received hrr cruers, and ia a 
ijttic nhiie Maik Antonyms line brou^t ap a fried fik, in place oI a one, 
£o lh(- vail entertainment of the queen and ail the convi'.tal company.— » 
Otlav ius was at this time on his march to decide who Ihould b.- mafter of the 
•world. 
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That Lufus^ heroes hi his port fupplieJ, 

And tafted reiCa ;ie ovra’d his deareft prides 

And vow’d that ever while the feas they roam^ 

The Luiian dects fliouid find a bounteous homey 

And ever from the generous fiio'ro receive 

Whate’er his port, wliate’er his land cedd *'pi‘:e. 

Nor leis his joy die grateful chief declared 5 

And now to feize the valued hours prepared. 

Full to the wind die fwclling falls he gave^ 

And his red prows divide the foamy wave : 

Full to the rlfing fun the pilot ftcers, 

And far from fliore through iiilddlc ocean beam. 

The vaulted iky now widens o’er their liead^;, 

Where firil: the infant morn his radiance iheeb. 

And now with tranfport fparkling in his eyes 

Keen to behold the Indian mountains rife. 

»» ^ 

High on the decks each Lufian hero finilcc. 

And proudly in his tlioughts rcvica*:; hi> toils. 
v7hc?i llic ftcni dceinon, burning vdth difcLiin, 

BclicLl llic fieet triumphant plow the iiv/jui : 

The poivers of licavcn, and heaven’s dread Loid Lc 
Rcfolvcd inliirooa glorious to rcnci^ 

The Roman honours— raging with cf.TpiIr 
From high Olympus’ brow he clcavcj the rJr, 

On earth new hopes of vengeance to <Ievifcy 
And flic that aid deny’d him m die files : 

EdafpLcming 

€r his land coiJ oC tlic PortugucJfl* anJ 
Mclindkus was of long continuaucc. See ih: rrci'acc. 
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Blafpheming heaven, he pierced the dread abode 
Of ocean’s lord, and fought the ocean’s god. 

Deep where the bafes of the hills extend, 

And erat h’s huge ribs of rock enormous bend, 
"Where roaring through the caverns roll the waves 
RefporJive as the aerial tempeft raves, 

The ocean’s monarch, by the Nereid train. 

And watery gods encircled, holds his reign. 

Wide o’er the deep, which line could ne’er explore. 
Shining with hoary fands of lilver ore. 

Extends the level, where the palace rears, 

Its cryftal towers, and emulates the fpheres; 

So ftarry bright the lofty turrets blaze. 

And vie in luftre with the diamond’s rays. 

Adorn’d with pillars and with roofs of gold, 

The golden gates their mafly leaves unfold : 
Inwrought with pearl the lordly pillars fhine ; 

The fculptured walls confeft an hand divine. 

Here various colours in confiifion loft, 

Old Chaos’ face and troubled image boaft. 

Here rifing from the mafs 5 diftinft and clear. 

Apart the four fair elements appear. 

High o’er the reft aftends the blaze of fire. 

Nor fed by matter did the rays alpire, 

But glow’d aetherial, as the living flame. 

Which, ftolen from heaven, infpired the vital frame. 
Next, all-embracing air was Ipread around, 

Thin as the light, incapable of wound 5 


The 
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The fubtle power the burning fouth pervades, 

And penetrates the depth of polar fliades. 

Here mother earth, with mountains crown’d, is feen, 

Her trees in bioflbm, and her lawns in green ^ 

The lovvlng beeves adorn the clover vaies, 

The fleecy dams befprcad the (loping dales j 
Here land from land the filver frreams divide : 

The fportive fiflies through the cryftal tide, 

Bedrept with gold their fhining (ides difplay : 

And here old ocean rolls his billows gray j 
Beneath the moon’s pale orb his current flows, 

And round the earth his giant arms he throws. 

Another feene difplay’d the dread alarms 
Of war in heaven, and mighty Jove in arms : 

Here Titan’s race their fwelling nerves diftend 
Like knotted oaks, and from their bafes rend 
And tower the mountains to the thundering fky, 

While round their heads the forky lightnings fiy: 
Beneath huge AEtna vanquifh’d Typhon lies, 

And vomits fmoke and fire againft the darken’d ikies. 

Here feems the pictured wall poiTefs’d of life 5 
Two gods contending in the noble ftrife. 

The choiceft boon to human kind to give, 

Their toils to lighten, or their ^ wants relieve : 

While 

C •zvottis relieve — ^According to fable, Neptune and ^Tinerva 

difputed the honour of giving a name to the city of Athens. They agreed 
to determine the conteft by a aifplay of their wifdom and power, in confer- 
ring the moft beneficial gift on mankind. Neptune ftruck the earth with 
his trident, and produced the horle whofe bounding motions are emblema- 
tical 
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Yriillc ?:4iias £ppe?.rs to n-iivc hc^r^^hand;, 
The peaceful oiivc’s tilver bou^iis cxpaiul : 

Here, vdille me occan^s god Indigiiaut frown’d^ 
And laifeJ his trident from me wounded ground^ 
As yet iiicangicd in the earth apjK’ars 
The vrarrior hone, his ample cheft he rears, 

Kh wide red noftrils fmeVe, his cye-balls glare* 
And his forc-iioofs, high pawiog, iiaite tiic air. 


Though c wide and vaiious o’er the fculptitrcJ ftonc 
Ti\c feat? of gods, and godlike heroes llione. 

On 

*ical of the r.£^''.atior, of the lla. Minerva commanded the olive tree, the 
funboi of p.ucc' and of riches, totpring fuith. The vi£toi7 was adjudged 
to tlic goddefs, from wliom the city w’as named Athens. As the Egyptians 
and Mexicans wrote tiieir hlilory' in hieroglyphics, the tado of the ancient 
Grecians cloathcd almofl: every occurrence in mythological tdlegory. The 
founders of Athens, it is moft probable, difpulccl uiicther their new city 
ihouid be named from the fertiiity of the foil, or from the marine fiLualion 
of Attica, The former opinion prevailed, and the town received iu name 
in honf^ar of the goddefs of the olive tree. 

’iVt/ilj Fizlla^ here appeurs iu zvaoe her ham - A s Neptune ftruck the 
earth KiJk his rnJen:, Minerva, fays the fable, ftruck the earth \\ith her 
iancc. That ih-e' waved her hand while the olive boughs Ipread, is a fiiic 
poetL'al: attiiude, and varies the piaiire from that of Neptune, which fol- 
lows it. 

® cr.Vr a:ia Viirious 6 *jr the deferiplion of pa- 

laces is .1 fave-nrhe topic feveral times touciied upon by the two great mal- 
ters of epic poetry, in which they have been happily imitated by iheii three 
greate:!: dilcipics among ihe moa:rns, Cambens, Tafio, and Miiton, The 
deicrlptluu eif thepala.i of Neptune has great merit. Nothing can be 
niorv u’. piacc than the ^.emre of Chaos and Jhe four elements. TJic w'ar 
of the gods, and the conLt’fl c.t Nrptunc and Minerva, are touched with the. 
true boidneft. of pe^‘'JcMJ v.-louring. But perhaps it deferves cenfure thifs 
to point out wiatcvor'j. reajer of trdle muH percave. TaHieivtothemere 
Eiigiiiii reader that ti;c Portugu.j j poet is, xa his ir/uuncr, truly clafucai, is 
the hitvniion of many of thefe notes. 
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On ipeed the vengeful dxmon views no more': 

Forw^ard he ruflies throLigh the golden door^ 

Where ocean’s kingj cnclofcd with nymphs divine,, 

In regal date receives the king of wdne : 

O Neptune ! inftant as he came, he crics^ 

Here let my prefence wake no cold iurprifcj, 

A friend I come, your friendihip to implore 
Againft the fates unjuffc, and fortune’s power j 
Beneath whofe jCbafts the great celeftials boW;, 

Yet ere I more, if more you wifli to know. 

The watery gods in awful fenate call, 

For all fliouid hear the wrong that touches alh 
Neptune alarm’d, with inftant fpeeJ commands 
From every fhore to call the watery bands 
Triton, who boafts his high Neptunian race*, 

Sprung from the god by Salace’s embrace. 

Attendant on his fire the trumpet founds, 

Or througli the yielding waves, his herald, bounds ^ 

Huge is his bulk deform’d, and dark his hue 5 
His bufiiy beard and hairs that never knew 
The fmoothing comb, of fea-weed rank and long, 

Around his hr cad and fiiouklers dangling hung, 

And on the matted locks black mufiols clung j 
A f ihell of purple on ifis head he bore, 

Around his loins no tangling garb he wore, 

But. 


'‘‘A fiill of Jjurph kuJ he horej^li\ tllC PortllgUCre, 

caber t 

IXuuiar mui c ,j\a dt 
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But all was covered ^ith the flimy brood. 

The fnaily offspring of the uncluous flood. 

And now obedient to his dreadful fire. 

High o’er the wave his bravgiy arms afpire ; 

To his black mouth his crooked fhcll applied, 

The blafi: rebellows o’er the ocean wide : 

Wide o’er their Ihores, where’er their waters flow. 

The watery powers the awful fummons know 5 
And inflant darting to the palace hall. 

Attend the founder of the Dardan s w^alL 

Old 

Thus rendered by Fanfliavr, 

He had (for a '^montera) on his crown 
The Ihell of a red lobfler overgrown. 

The defeription of Tiiton, who, as Fanfhaw fays. 

Was a great nafty clown- - — — 

ss in the ftyle of the chUcs. His parentage is differently related. Hcfiod 
makes him the fon of Neptune and Amphitnte, By Triton, in the phyficai 
ienfe of the fable, is meant the noiJe, and by Salace, the mother, by fome 
aferibed to him, the fait of the ocean. The origin of the fable of Triton, 
it is probable, was founded on the appearance of -a fea animal, which, ac- 
cording to fome ancient and modern naturalifts, in the upward parts refem- 
bles the human figure. Paulanias relates a wonderful ftory of a raonftroufly 
large one, v\hich often came afhore on the meadow's of Boetia. Over his 
head was a kin 1 of finny cartilage, w'hich, at a diftance, appeared like hair, 
the body covered with brown fcales; and nofe and ears like the human, the 
mouth of a dreadful width. Jagged with teeth like thofe of a panther; the 
eyes of a greenish hue; the hands divided into fingers, the nails of which 
were crooked, and of a fiitlly fubfrancc. This monfttr, whofe extremities 
ended iu a tail like a dolphin’s, devoured both men and beafts as they 
chanced in his way. The citizens of Tanagra, at laft, contrived his de- 
ftrudion. They fet a iarge veflel full of wine on the fea fhore. Triton 
got drunk with it, and ftrll into a profound ileep, in which condition the 
Tanagrians beheaded him, and afterwards, vrith great piopriety, hung up 
his body in the temple of Bacchus; where, fays Paufanias,it edntinu *, a 
long time, 
s Neptune. 

* Montcra, the Spauilh word for a huntfman’s cap. 
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Old father ocean^ V/kh his numerous race 
Of daughters and of fonsj was nrft in place. 

Nereus and Sorisj from whofe nuptials fprung 
The lovely Nereid train for ever youiig^ 

T/Iio people every lea on every hrand 
Appear’dj attended with their iiiiai band ; 

And changeful Proteus, whole prophetic mind 
The fccret caufe of Bacchus’ rage divined. 

Attending, left the flocks, his fcaly charge, 

To graze the bitter weedy foam at large 
In charms of power the raging waves co tame. 

The lovely fpoufe of Ocean’s fovereign" came : 

From Heaven and Y efca fprung the bkth divine j 
Her fnowy limbs brighn through the veftments f hine. 

Here with the dolphin, who perfuafive ^ led 
Her modefl; fteps to Neptune’s fpoufal bed 
Fair Amphitrite moved, more fweet, more gay, 

Than vernal fragrance and the flowers of May j 
Together with her lifter fpoufe Ihe came. 

The fame their wedded lord, their love the fame ; 

VOL. II. M The 


And changeful ProUusy ivhofe prophetic The fullefl and befi account 

of the fable of Proteus is In the fourth Odyfley. 

^ Thetis. 

^ Bsre *wiib ihe Dolphin Caftera has a moft curious note on this paf^ge™ 

“ Neptune, (fays he) is the vivifying fplrit, and Amphitrite the humidity 
of the fea, which the Dolphin, the divine intelligence, unites for the gene- 
ration and nouriftiment of fiihes. Who fays, he, cannot hat be ftruck 
with admiration to find how conlbnant tshis is to the facred feripture ; Spi^ 
rlius Domh?? ferturfiper aquas ; ihefpint of Cod moved upon ihe face of the 
-raters P 
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The farae the briglitiiefs of their fparklirjg eyes^ 

Bright as the ilia aaJ jir-urc as the fliies. 

She who the rage of Athamas to i fliun 
Flanged in the billows with her infant fon ^ 

A goddefs now, a god the fmiling boy 
Together fped ; and Glau-ciis loft to ^ joy^ 

Cur ft in his love by vengeful Circe’s hate^ 

Attending wept his Scylla’s Lapiels fate» 

And now aiicmbied in the hali divine^, 

The ocean gods in foieinn council join 5 
The goddeiTcs on pearl embroidery fare^ 

The gods on fparkling cryftal chairs of ftate ; 

And proudly honoured on the regal throne, 

Beiide the ocean’s lord, Thyoneus » ftione. 

High 

^ SIjt> •rcbo lie rj Ai.i*a<7.e?s to Jhun — Ino, thc daughter of Cadmus and 
Hcjmione, and lecond li onlcof Athamas, king of Thebes. The fables of 
her fait: !:re \a''ioi;s. That which Camceiis follows is tiic moft common. 
Athamas, Ibizcd with matinela, imagined that hls{])oiijfb was a lionefs, and 
iier two ions young lions. In tida ttciizy he Hew X^earchus, and drove the 
mother and her other Ion iMcIicertus Into the lea. The corple of the mo- 
ther was thrown afliore on Mvgaiiu, and that of the Ton at Corinth. They 
were afterwards deified, thc one as a fea Goddefs, the other as tlie God of 
harbours. 

— — ^7Vi/ Ghucus LJi ioJoy^A. filherman, fays thc fabic, who, on eating 
a certain he'rb, was turned into a fea God. Circe was enamoured of him, 
and in revenge of her flighted love, poiibned the fountain where his mil- 
trcls ufualiy hallud. By the force of the enchantment the favoured Scylla 
was changed inco an hideous monftcr, whofe loins were flirrounded with 
the ever barking heads of dogs and \voives. hcylla, on thh, threw herfcif 
into the fea, and was metamorphofed into the rock which bears her name. 
The rock Scyiia at a diftance appears like the flatute of a woman : The 
furious dafhipg of thc waves in the cavities which arc level with the water, 
refembics the barking of wolves and dogs. Hence the fable, 

» Thyoneus, a name of Bacchus. 



BOOK Vt. 


THE LUSIAD. 


i6s 

High from the roof the living amber glows. 

High from liie roof the frream of glory flows, 
richer fr'agranre far around exhales 
Than that v, hlch breathscs on fair Ar ahla’s gales.> 

Attention now In lifLcnlng fllencc waits ; 

The power, whole bofom raged agahifc the fates, 

Riiing, cafts round hk vengeful eyes, while rage 
Spread o’er his brows the wrinkled feanis of age j 
O thou, he cries, whofe birthright ibvereign iway, 

From pole to pole, the raging waves obey ; 

Of human race his thine to fix the boands; 

And fence the nations vritu thy watery mounds ; 

And thou, dread power, O father ocean, hear, 
ahou, whofe wide arms embrace the world’s wide fphere, 
"Tis thine the haughtiefr vidlor to refirain, 

And bind each nation in its own domain ; 

And you, ye gods, to whom the feas are given. 

Tour juft partition with the Gods of heaven : 

You who, of old unpunilh’d never bore 
The daring trcfpafs of a foreign oar ; 

You who beheld, wiien Earth’s dread oiTspring ft rove 
'fo fcale the vaulted fley, the feat of Jor^e : 

M 2 " Indigntnr 

^ Hlghfrofn ile roof ih& living cinlcr o/owj— 

— From ihe ari:ht:a root. 

Pendent by fubtlc maoic, many a row 
Of ftarry bimps, and biaaing crcficts, fed 
With naphtha and a'idiahiii, yielded li^ht 
As from a thy 


Milton, 
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Indignant Jove deep to the nether world 
The rebel band in blazing thunders hurl’d^ 

Alas ! the great monition loft on you, 

Supine you {lumber, while a roving crew. 

With impious fearch, explore the watery way^ 

And unrefifted through your empire ftray : 

To feize the facred treafures of the main 
Their fearlefs prows your ancient laws difdain : 

Where far from mortal fight his hoary head 
Old ocean hides, their daring fails they fpread. 

And their glad fliouts are echoed where the roar 
Of mounting billows only howl’d before. 

In wonder, filent, ready Boreas fees 
Your paluve languor, and negle£tful eafe ; 

Ready with force auxiliar to reftrain 
The bold intruders on your awful reign 5 
Prepared to burft his tempefts, as of oid,» 

When his black whirlwinds o’er the ocean rolFd, 

And rent the Mynian - fails, whofe impious pride 
Firft braved their fury, and your power defied, 

Nor deem that, fraudful, I my hope deny 5 
My darken’d glory fped me from the iOcy. 

How high my honours on the Indian Chore ! 

How foon thefe honours muft avail no more ! 

Unlefs thefe rovers, who with double Chame 
To ftain my conquefts, bear my vaflal’s ^ name, 

Unlefs 

P And rent the Mynian The fails of the Argonauts of Mynia. 

« See the hrfi note on the firfl book of the Luhad. 
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Unlefs they perifli on the billowy way 

Then roufcj ye gods, and vindicate your fway. 

The powers of heaven in vengeful anguilh lee 
The tyrant of the Ikies^ and fate^s decree 5 
The dread decree, that to the Lulian train 
Configns, betrays your empire of the main : 

Say, lhaii your wrong alarm the high abodes i 
Are men exalted to the rank of gods. 

O’er you exalted, while in carelefs eafe 
You yield the wrefted trident of the leas, 

Ufurp’d your monarchy, your honours ftained. 
Your birth-right ravifli’d, and your waves profaned ! 
Alike the daring wrong to me, to you, 

And fhall my lips in vain your vengeance fiie ! 

This, this to fue from high Olympus bore — * 

More he attempts, but rage permits no more. 

Fierce burfting wrath the watery gods infpires. 

And their red eye-balls burn with livid fires : 
Heaving and panting ftrugglcs every breaft, 

With the fierce billows of hot ire oppreft. 

Twice from his feat divining Proteus rofe, 

And twice he flioolc enraged his fedgy brows : 

In vain ; the mandate was already given, 

From Neptune fent, to loofe the winds of heaven : 

In ’Jain •, though prophecy his lips infpired. 

The ocean’s queen his fiilent lips required. 

Nor lefs the ftorm of headlong rage denies, 

Or council to debate, or thought to rife. 


And 
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And no 7 i tiie god oj" leiiipefts fwift unbinds 
Trom dncir da-dc csi-cs the various riifliincf winds ; 

High o’er tbe riorni the power impetuous ridesj, 

Bis iiowiiog Toice ^he roaring tempeft guides ; 

I^ight to the daundefs fleet their rage he pours^ 

Aral hru cheir headlong outrage tears the flioresj 
A deeper night involves the darken’d air. 

And livid ilafiies througii the mountains glare s 
E^p-vootLcl cak=., vdth all their leafy pride, 

Rowl thundering down the groaning mountains fide 
And men and herds in clamorous uproar run^ 

I'hc rocking towers and crafhing woods to fhun. 

While thus the council of the watery ftatCj 
Enraged, decree the Lufian heroes fate : 

The vreary !lcet before the gentle gale 

With joyrul hove diiplayed the fieady fad 5 

Tiiro’ the frnoolh deep tliey plough’d the lengthening way ; 

Bcijeath the wave the purple car of day 

To fiible night the caftern Ucy refign’d, 

And o’er the decks cold breaufd the midnight wind« 

All but the watch in warm r'a\ilion3 Ilept 5 
The ieconJ v/atch the wontevi vigils kept; 

Supine their limbs, the mau fupperts the head, 

And the bread yard-fail o’er their fiioulders fpread 
-A grateful cover from the chilly gale. 

And flee p’s feft dew’s their heavy eyes aflail. 


Languid 
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Iui3gi2id agai nft the languid powci- tlioy ftrivc^ 
And Aveet dilcourfe prelcrves ih.dr tLoughts alive 
'WhcD Leonard O5 w ho fc enamoured tho»igat 
3ii every dream the piiglitcd {air-one fought^ 

The dews of fieep what better to remove 
Than the ioft, woeful^ plcailng talcs of love i 
511 timeds alasp the brave Veloso cries^ 

The tales of love, that melt the hcar r. and eyes. 
The dear enchantments of the fair I know. 

The fearful tranfport and the rapturous woe ; 

But wdtli our ftatc ill fuits the grief or joy ; 

Let war^ let gallant war our thoughts employ ; 
Widi clangers threaten’d, let the take infpirc 
The icorn of danger, and the hero's fire. 

His mates with joy the brave Veloso hear. 

And on the youth the fpeaker’s toil confer. 

The brave Veloso takes the word with joy. 

And truth, he cries, Ihall tliefo {low hours decoy^ 
The warlike talc adorns our nation’s fame ; 

The twelve of England give the noble theme. 

When Pedro’s gallant heir, the valiant John, 
Gave war’s full fplcndor to the LuIIan tlirone, 

In haughty England, where the winter fpreads 
His fnowy mantle o’er the fhining meads, 


In hauvhly England ivhcre the n.vhiUr fpreuJs 
His fiiit'Ziy manlle q jy the Jblnidg meudi. 
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The feeds of ftrife the fierce Erynnis foxvs j 
The baleful ftrife from court diffcntion rofe. 

With every charm adornM, and every gracCc, 

That fpreads its magic o'er the female face^ 

Twelve ladies fhined the courtly train among.. 

The firft, the faireft cf the courtly throng : 

But envy’s breath reviled their injured names 
And ftain’d the honoux'* cf their virgin fame- 
Twelve youthful barons own’d the foul report , 

The charge at lirfis perhaps, a tale of fport 
Ah, bafe the fport that lightly dares defame 
The facred honour of a lady’s name ! 

What s knighthood afks the proud accufers yields 
And dare the damfels champions to the field, 

« There 


In the oitoinai, 

Lit ra grande Ingla terra, que de KPve 
Boreal ftMpre abuud., 

That is, “ In iiluftrlous England, always covered with northern fnow,'' 
Though the tranllator was \\iiihig to retain the manner of Homer, he 
thought it proper to correct the esio*- in natural hiftory fallen into by Ca- 
moens. Fanihaw leems to have been ienHole of the mliluke of hia author, 
and hac given the following, iinco^ntenanced by the ?orlugu.';ie, in place 
the eternal Inows aferibed to his country. 

3n merry England, which (from cliffs that fland 
Like hills of fnow) or.ce Albion’s uam-i cidgii. 

^ Whai krtijjihond the pratd accaferj y:eld. 

And dare the dii/hJJs champlom to theJkJJ, 

The tranfiator, either bv his r)vn relearches, or by his application to 
fome gentlemen who were molt likely to ir»for.--'. hir.', has not been able to 
difeover the liighicft vciiigc of this chivahous ad'-eniure in any memoirs of 
the Engiilh Iniloiy. It is probable, nevertheieis, that however adorned 
with romandc ornament, it is not entirely without x'oundation in truth. 
Caflera, who unhappily dees not cite his authority, gives the names of the 
twelve Portuguefe champions ; Alvaro Vaz d’ Almada, afterwards count 

d’Avranches 
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“ There let the caufe, as honour wills, be tried, 

“ And let the lance and nithkfs fword decide.” 

aiie 

d''Arranches in Normandy; anotner Aivaio d’Almada, furnamed tb.:- 
Julter, from his dexterity at that warlike exercife; Lopez Fernando Pache- 
co ; Pedro Honicn D’AcoUa; Jaan AiiguiHn Percy ra; Luis Gonfalez ac 
Maiafay ; the tuo brothers Alvaro and Rochloo Mendez cic Ccrvcyia; 
Ruy Gomez de Sylva ; Soueyio d’A-coita, who gave his n'lnio to the liver 
Acoda in Aliica ; Martin Lopez d’AzeveJo ; and Alvaro Gomltlcz dc Cou- 
lignOj lurnamed Maoricio. The names of the Engiifn champions and o'i 
the ladies, he confefies are unknown, nor does hiiloiy polltivcly explain 
the injury of which the dames complained. It muld however, he adds., 
have been fuch as required the atonement of blood; !l falloil qii'dlsfhiium'^ 
glanie, fmce two fovereigns allowed to determine it by the Iword, “ tiomt 
“Clitics, fays Caftcra, may perhaps condemn this cphbde of Camu«-ns; 
“ but for my part (he continues) 1 tidnk the adventure of Oliiido and So- 
“ piiroiiia, in Taflb, is much more to be blamed. Tlie ej)ifode of the Itn,- 
lian poet is totally exuberant, ;/ sji toul-a-fali v.heieas that of the 

PofiUgucfe has a direct relation to his propolcd iubjedf ; the wais of hii 
“ country, a vaft held, in which he has admiiabiy fucceeded, wittiout pie- 
“ juJice to the fiift rule of the epopoeia, the unity of the action.’* To 
this may be added the fulfragc of Voltaire, who acknowledges tliat Camoens 
aitfully interweaves the hifton' of Portugal. And the fevercll critic muil 
allow that the epilbde related by vTloIb, is happily introduced. To one 
who has ever been at fea, rhe iccne muft be particularly pleaiing. Tlic fleet 
is under fail, they plough the fmooth deep, 

And o’er the docks cold breath’d the midnight wind. 

All but the fecond watch ate afleep in their warm pavilions; the fccond 
watch fit by the maft, Iheltercd from the chilly gale by a broad fail-cloth ; 
jleep begins to oveipower them, and they tell flories to entertain one an- 
other, For beautiful pi^curefquc fimplicity, there is no fca-fccnc equal tu- 
this in the Odyfiey or ..ffineid. And even the prejudice of a Scaligtr muH: 
have confcfled, that the romantic chivalrous narrative of Veiofo, 

With dangers threaten’d, let the tale infpire 
The fcorn of danger, and the hero’s fire — 

IS belter adapted to the circumflances of the fpeaker and his audience, than 
Timoft any of the long hiflories, which on all occafions, and fometimes in the 
heat of battle, the heroes of the Iliad relate to each other. Pope has been 
already cited, as giving his fan£lion to the fine efFedt of variety in the epic 
poem. The prefent inftaace, which has a peculiar advantage, in agreeably 

fufpending 
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The lovel'? dames implore the courLl7 train ^ 

With tears implore theirij but implore in %tJii : 

So famedj fo dreaded tower’d each boaftful knight^ 

The damfcls lovers fhunn’d the proffer’d £ght« 

Of arm unable to repel the ftrong, 

The heart’s each feeling confeious of the wrongs 
When robb’d of all the female breaft holds dear^ 

Ab heaven;, how bitter flows the female tear ! 

Ifo TaDcajiLCa s ooid Citikc claniieir* 

A down their cheeks, new pa^er than the line 
Of fiiovvdrops ti'cmbilLig to the chilly gale. 

The flow-naced crvfial tears their wrongs bewaih 
When clown the beauteous face the dew-drop flows. 
What manly bofom can its force oppofc ! 

His hoary curls th’ indignant hero fliakes. 

And all his youthful rage reflored awakes ; 

Though iothj he cries, to plunge my bold compeers 
2n civil difeord, yet appeafe your tears : 

Trom Laiitania — for on Luflan aroutid 

O 

Brave Lancafler had ftrode with laurel crown’d 5 
Had mark’d how bold the Luflan heroes Ihone, 

What s time he claim’d the proud Caflilian throriC, 

Ho'w 

falpendijng the mind of the readet after the ftorm 13 railed by the machina- 
lions of Bacchus, may be cited as a conSrmatioii 01 die opinion of chat judi- 
cious pott, 

- IKi-jt timshi claim i! ihs proud Cajiiliaa ibrom. — joba of Gui’ut, duke of Lan- 
caficr, claimed the crown of Calfiie in the rip,ht of Lis u ife, Donna Co^Jluntia, 
daughter of Don Pedro, the late king. Aiiifccd by his. fon-in-iaU’, John f. 
of Portugal, he entered Galicia, and was proclaimed king of CaUIie at the 
-city of St. Jago de Compofttlla. He afterwards rciinquiihcd lus jirccenhons 
on the marriage of his daughter Catalina, with the infant Don Ilen^y of Cal- 
tile. See the note, book iv. p. 85. 
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rri2.tchkl3 pou/^d tlic teiripeit of ihclr mighty 
When thunJerjng a: bis :icic they ruial the fight : 

Kor [efs their ijrdent pafilon for the ihir, 

Genero'is anJ. brave^ he vic^vVi v/bis v’on:.icrIng care^, 
Wiieu crowrfu wuh rofes to the ntipdal beJ 
The vrarlike John his lovel)^ daughter led — 

From Lu^irania^s climes tlie hero cries. 

The gallant champions of your fame fliaii rife ; 

Their hearts will burn, for v/eii their hearts I kno^'^ 

To pour your vengeance on the guilty foe. 

Let courtly phraie the heroes worth admire. 

And for your injured names that worth require : 

;Lct all the feft endearments of the fair, 

.And v^'Gi'ds that weep your wrongs, your wrongs declare., 
jVl^felf the heralds to the chiefs will fend. 

And to the king, my valiant Ion, commend. 

He fpoke ; and tw^elve of LuCan race he names, 

All noble youths, the champions of the dames. 

The dames by lot their gallant champions ‘ chufc. 

And each her hero’s name exuking views. 

Each in a van-.: as letter hails her chief. 

And earneft for his aid relates her grief : 

Each to the king her coariiy homage fends, 

And valiant Lancafter their caufe commends. 

Soon 

* j A’ a-n/pfs ly loi valiant chaTTiy^sKs ten chanipions, who, 5n 

tae fifth bcuk ot the j.uj'uf.m, arc fent by Godfrey for the alliftaiicc of Ar- 
mUtt, arc chofen bv i<a. ’'I'afio, who had read the Luhad, and admired its 
author, undoubtedly had the Portugucic poet in his eye. 
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Soon as to Tagus’ fliores the heralds came. 

Swift through the palace pours the fprightly flame 
Of high-fouFd chivalry ; the monarch glows 
Firft on the lifted field to dare the foes ; 

But regal ftate withheld. Alike their fires^ 

Each courtly noble to the toil afpires : 

High on his helm^ the envy of his peers. 

Each chofen knight the plume of combat wears. 

In that proud port half circled by the v^ave. 

Which Portugaliia to the nacion gave, 

A deathlefs name, a fpeedy Hoop receives 

The fculptured bucklers, and the clafping greaves, 

The fvvords of Ebro, fpears of lofty fize, 

And breaft-plates flaming with a thouland dyes. 

Helmets high plumed, and, pawing for the fight, 

Bold ftceds, whofe harnefs fiione with filvery light 
Dazzling the day. And now the riling gale 
Invites the heroes, and demands the fall, 

When brave Magricio thus his peers addrefi: : 

Oh, frienJs In arms, of equal powers confeft, 

Long have I hoped through foreign climes to ftray. 

Where other Area ms than Douro wind their way 5 
To note what various fhares of blifs and woe 
From various laws and various cuAoms flow. 

Nor deem that artful, I the fight decline ; 

England fiiail know the combat fliali be mine. 

By 

° In ibai proud port half circled hy the nvave^ 

Which Portugaliia to the nation gams, 
ji deathlefs name-—-— 

Oporto, called by the Romans CsUu Hence Portugal. 
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By land I fpeed, and ilaould dark fate prevent^ 

For death alone fliull blight my 5rm Intent ^ 

Small may the for row for my abfence be. 

For ^mni's were conquellij thongli nnfliared by me* 

Yet fomcthing more than human warms my -brea/l'^ 

And fudden whifpers, in our fortunes bleft. 

Nor envious chance, nor rocks, nor whelmy tide,, 

Shall our glad meeting at the lilt divide. 

He faid ; and now the rites of parting friends 
Sufficed, through Leon and Caftile lie bends. 

On many a field enrapt the hero fiood. 

And the proud fcenes of Lufian conqueft viewed. 

Navarre he paft, and pafi: the dreary wild. 

Where rocks on rocks o’er yawning glyns are piled : 

The wolf’s dread range, where to the evening fkies 
In clouds involved the cold Pyrenians rife, 

Tlirough Gallia’s flowery vales and wheaten plains 
He ftrays, and Belgia now his flcps detains. 

There, as forgetful of his vow’d intent. 

In various cares the fleeting days he fpent : 

His peers the Vvdiile direct to England’s llrand, 

Plough the chill northern wave , and now at land. 

Adorn’d 


* Tc’t ftj.-N€thmg more than human *war?Ks my 

And fudden •zvhijpere ^^" 

In the Portngnefi;, 

J\>fas fe a verdade o efprito me adevinha* 

Literally, “ But if my fpirit truly divine.** Thus rendered by Fanfiiawj 
But in my au^ ring ear a hit d doth f.ng^ 
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Adorn’d in armonr^ and embroidery gay 5, 

To lordly London hold the crov;ded %vay^ 

Bold Lancailer receives the knights 'ivith joy ^ 

The feaft and vrarlike fong each hour employ* 
The beauteous dames attending vrake their hre^ 
'With tears enrage them, and with fmiles infpire. 
And novv’ with doubtful blulTies rofe the day^ 
Decreed the rites of wounded fame to pay* 

The Englifh monarch gives the lifted bounds. 
And, fixt in rank, with fliining fpears furroundr. 
Before their dames the gallant knights advance^ 
Each like a Mars, and fhake the beamy lance : 
The dames, adorn’d in ftlk and gold, dlfplay 
A tlioufand colours glittering to the day ; 

Alone in tears, and doleful mourning, came^ 
Unlionour’d by her knight, Magricio’s dame* 

Fear not our prowe fs, cry the bold elc\ en, 
la numbers, not in might, %ve ftand uneven^ 
More could we fpare, fecure of dauntlefs might. 
When for the injured female name we fight. 

Beneath a canopy of regal ftate, 

High on a throne the Englifh monarch fate ^ 

All round, the ladies and the barons bold, 

Shining in proud array, their ftatlons hold* 

Now o’er the theatre the champions pour, 

And facing three to three, and four to four, 
riouriih their arms in prelude. From the bay 
Where flows the Tagus, to the Indian fea. 


yi:. 
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Tlie fun bchcid-*: net in his nnnu?-l race 

A twelve riL'.:'.' more of nianiy grace 

T'lan t.'.c dnglifli kriigiits. With frothing jatvs 

Furious cre'r f:eed the bit reftriftive gnav/s i 

And 1 wring to approaxii the rearing foc^ 

Their wavy manes arc dadi’d v^ith foamy mow : 
Crois-darting to tbs fun a tlioufand rays 
The champions helmets as the cryhal blaze. 

Ah now, the trembling ladies cheeks licw wan ! 

Cold crept their blood j when through the tiimult ran 
A fcout loud gathering : turn’d was every eye 
Where rofe the ihout, the fiidden cauie to ipy. 

And lo, in Ihining arms a warrior rode. 

With confeious pride liis fnorting courfer trod ; 

Low to the monarch and the dames he bends. 

And now the great Magricio joins his friends. 

With looks that glow’d, exulting rofe the fair, 

Wliofc wounded honour claim’d the hero’s care : 

Aiide the doleful weeds of mourning thrown. 

In dazzling purple and in gold die ilione. 

Now loud the fignal of the fight rebounds 
Quivering the air 5 the meedng frieck refounds 
Hoarfe craflilng uproar 5 griding Ipllnters fpring 
Far round 1 and bucklers dafh’d on bu elders ring : 

Their fwerds flaili lightiiing 5 darkly reeking o’er 
The fliining maii-piates flows the purple gore. 

Tern by the fpur, the locfencd reins at large, 

Furious the ftecds in thundering plunges charge 5 

Trcmblf- 
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Trembles beneath llieir hoofs the foiid 
Aid thick the liery foarklca Hafli aronnd^, 

A dreadful blaze ! with pleafing horror tliriird 
The crowd behold the terrors of the field. 

Here ftunrddj and ftaggering with the forceful biow^ 

A bending champion grafps the faddle-bow ; 

Here backward bent a falling knight reclines^ 

His plumes dithoncur’d lafli the courfer’s loins. 

So tired and fragger’d toiVd the doubtful fight^ 

When great Magricio kindling all his might 
Gave all his rage to burn : with headlong force^^ 
Confcious of victory, his bounding horfe 
Wheels round and round the foe 5 the hero’s fpear 
Now on the front, now flaming on the rear, 

Mows down their firmeft battle ; groans the ground, 
Beneath his courfer’s fmitlng hoofs j far round 
The cloven helms and fplinter’d fhields refound. 

Here, torn and trail’d in dufl: the iiarnefs gay. 

From the falFn mafter fprings the fteed away j 
Obfcene with dufl: and gore, flow from the ground 
Rifing, the mafler rolls his eyes around. 

Pale as a fpe£i:re on the Stygian coafl. 

In all the rage of fhame confufed and loft. 

Here low on earth, and o’er the riders thrown, 

The wallowing courfers and the riders groan : 

Before their glimmering vifion dies the light. 

And deep defcends the gloom of death’s eternal night. 
They now who boafted, Let the fword decide,” 
Alone m flight’s ignoble aid confide : 


Loud 
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Loud to the flcy the fhout of jott proclriims 
The fpollefa honour of the ladles’ names. 

In painted halls of ilate and rof; bo"^7er3, 

The tvrelve brave Lullans crown the icTrive hours. 

Bold Lancafter the princely feall: bellows^ 

The goblet circles, and the mufic Sows | 

And every care, the tranfport of their joy, 

To tend the knights the lovely dames employ; 

The green-boughed forefts by the lawns of Thames 
Behold the viflor-champlons and the dames 
Roufe the tali roe-buck o’er the dews of morn. 

While through the dales of Kent refounds the bugle-horn. 
The fultry noon the princely banquet owns, 

The minSrel’s fong of war the banquet crowns ; 

And when the fliades of gentle evening fall, 

Loud with the dance refounds the lordly hall : 

The golden roofs, while Vefper falnes, prolong 
The trembling echoes of the harp and fong. 

Thus paft the clays on England’s happy ftrand, 

Till the dear memory of their natal land 
Sigh’d for tlie banks of Tagus. Yei the breaS 
Of brave Magriclo fpurns the thoughts of reft ; 

In Gaul’s proud court he fought the lifted plain, 

In arms an injured lady’s knight again. 

As Rome’s y Corvinus o’er the field he ftrode, 

And on the foe’s huge cuiraft proudly trod, 

VOL. II. N No 

y As Rtims^s Cor-L’/V/w— Valerius Maximus, a Roman tribune, who fought 
and ilc'v a Gaul oi enormous Mature, in combat. During the duel a 

raver. 
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No more by tyranny’s proud tongue rcviledj, 

The Flandrian countefs on her hero ^ fmiled. 

The Rhine another paft, and proved his ® mightj, 

A fraudful German dared him to the hght $ 

Strain’d 


raven perched on the helm of his antagoniil, fometimes pecked his face 
and hand, and fometimes blinded him with the flapping of his wings. The 
'7i^>cr was thence named Corvinus. Vid. Lh\ 1 . 7. c. 36. 

® The Flatidrlan eouniefs oei her hero fmiled^ — “ The piincefs, for whom 
Magricio ngnalized his valour, was ifabella of Portugal, and fpoufe to 
Philip the Good, du!:e of Burgundy, and earl of Plandcrs, Some Spanifh 
'* chronicles relate, that Charles VII. of France, having allembled the ftales 
of his kingdom, cited Philip to appear with his other vaflals. Ifabeila, 
who was prefent, folemnly protefted that the earls of Flanders v/ere not 
obliged to do homage. A difpute arole, on which fhe offered, according 
to the cuftom of that age, to appeal to the fate of arms. The piopofal was 
** accepted, and Magricio, the champion of Ifabella, vanquilhed a French 
“ chevalier, appointed by Charles. Though our authors do not mention 
“ this adventure, and dwugh Emmanuel de Faria, and the befl Portuguefe 
writers treat it with doubt, nothing to the difadvantage of Camoens is 
“ thence to be inferred. A poet is not obliged always to follow the truth 
“ of hiftoiy. Cajisra, 

« The Rhine another faji, and provd bis This was Alvaro Vaz 

d’Almada. The chronicle of Garibay relates, that at B ifil he received 
** from a German a challenge to meafure fwords, on condl-i(-n thal each 
“ Ihouid fight with his right fide unarmed ; the German by this hoi-)ing to 
'■* be vidtorious, for he was left-handed. The Portuguefe. fufpedting no 
fraud, accepted. When the combat began he perceived the InccjUality, 
" Fiis lioht fide unarmed 'vas expofed to the enemy, whofe Icjit fide, which 
ncareil to him, was defended with half a cuirafs. Notv. ithlbndirig 
« ail this, the brave Alvaro obtained the victory. He f^rung upon the 
German, fclzcd him, and giafpiiig him forcibly in his arms, ftiSed and 
ciufheu him to death; imitating the conduit of Plcrcules, who in the 
fame manner fiew the ciuel Antcus, Here we ought to remark the ad- 
drefs of our author ; he deferibes at length the injiny and grief of the 
Engiifli ladies, the voyage of 'die twelve champions to England, and the 
'* prowefs they there dilplayed. When Vclofo relates thefe, the fca U 
calm ; but no fooner docs it begin to be troubled, than the foldier abridges 
his recital : as fee him by degrees the prclujcs of the fiorm, we 

** perceive 
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Strain’d in his grafp the frandiui boafter fell 

Here hidden ftopt the youth ; the dlftant yell 
Of gathering tcmpefl founded in his ears. 

Unheard, unheeded by his liftening peers. 

Earneft at full they urge him to relate 
Magricio’s combat, and the German’s fate. 

When fhriily whiftling through the decks refounds 
The mailer’s call, and loud his voice rebounds : 

Inftant from converfe and from dumber flart 
Both bands, and inftant to their toils they dart. 

Aloft, Oh fpeed, down, down the topfails, cries 
The mafter, fudden from my earneft eyes 
V anifti’d the ftars, flow rolls the hollow figh, 

The ftorm’s dread herald. — To the topfails fly 
The bounding youths, and o’er the yard-arms whirl 
The whizzing ropes, and fwift the canvafs furl j 
When from their grafp the burfting tempefts bore 
The flieets half-gathered, and in fragments torei^ 

Strike, ftrike the mainfail, loud again he rears 
His echoing voice 5 when roaring in their ears. 

As if, the ftarry vault by thunders riven, 

Rufh’d downward to the deep the walls of heaven : 

N 2 With 


perceive the anxiety of his mind on the view of the approaching danger. 
** haftening his narration to an end. T^oila ce que s* dcf coups de ff^cifre^ 
Behold the ftrokes of a mafter.” Cajiera» 

Joatn Franco Barreto, whofe fhort noiaenclator is printed as an index to 
the Portuguefe editions of the Lufiad, informs us, that Magticio was ion of 
the mariichal Con^alo Coutinho, and brother to liion Vaico-Coutinho, the 
ftrO: count de Ma^iahrac 
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With her^diong weight a fiercer blafi: defcends^ 

And with finarp whirring cra£h the main-fail rends j 
Loud ihrieks of horror through the fleet rcfoundj 
Eurfcs the torn cordage^ rattle far around 
The fplinter^d yard-arms ; from each bending maft^ 
In many a flared, far ftreaming on the blafi: 

The canvafs floats 5 low finks the leeward fide. 

O’er the broad veflels rolls the fwelling tide s 
O ftrain each nerve, the frantic pilot cries, 

Oh now — and infiant every nerve applies, 

Tugging what cumbrous lay with ftrainful force 5 
Dafli’d by the ponderous loads the furges hoarfe 
Roar in new whirls : the daunticfs foldiers ran 
To pump, yet ere the groaning pump began 
The wave to vomit, o’er the decks o’erthrown 
In groveling heaps the ftagger’d foldiers groan : 

So rolls the vefiel, not the boldefi: three. 

Of arms robufceft, and of firmeft knee. 

Can guide the ftarting rudder 5 from their Iiand^ 

The helm burfts 5 fcarce a cable’s ftrength commands 
The ftaggering fury of its ftarting boun<ls. 

While to the forceful beating furge refounds 
The hollow crazing hulk : with kindling rage 
The adverfe winds the adverie winds engage : 

As from its bafe of rock their banded power 
Strove in the duft to frrew fome lordly tower, 
Whofe dented battlements in middle ficy 
Frown on the tempeft and its rage defy ; 


So 
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Srj roarM the v-'inds : high o’er the refc upborne 
On the v“h:c roountarn-wave’s flant ridae forlorn* 

o y 

At ti.'T'C.- diho’^crM by the lightnings blue^ 

I-langs \’s lohy veShlj to the view 
SiriaH as her boat ; o’:rPaulus’ Taatter’d prore 
Fairs the tail riialn-mafi: prone vritii craGilng roar 
Their bands, yet grafpln g their uprooted hair^ 
Tiie Tailors lift to heaven in wild defpair ; 

The Saviour GoJ ear'll yelling voice implores ; 
[Nor leTs from brave Coeho’s war-fKij. pours 
'The llirieh, Girill rolling on the tempeft’s wings ? 
Dire as the bird of death at midnight fings 
His drear V howlings in the fick man’s ear, 

The anfwering fliriek from fliip to fliip they hear, 
Now on the mountain-billows upward driven, 

The navy mingles with the clouds of heaven 5 
Now rufliing downward with the finking waves, 
Sare they behold old occan^s vaulty caves. 

The eaftern biaft agalnft the weftern pours, 
Againft the fouthern ftorm the northern roars : 
From pole to pole the ilaChy lightnings glare. 

One pale blue twinkling fheet enwraps the air 5 
In fwift fucceinon now the voUeys fiy. 

Darted in pointed curvings o^er the iky. 

And through the horrors of the dreadful night, 
O’er the torn waves they fhed a ghaftly light 5 
‘The breaking furges flame with burning red, 
Wider and louder ftlU the thunders fpread, 


iSi 


As 
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As if the folid heavens together cru£hM 5 
Expiring worlds on w'orlds expiring rufhM, 

And dim-brow*d chaos ftruggled to regain 
The wild confufion of his ancient reign. 

Not fuch the volley when the arm of Jove 
From heaven's high gates the rebel Titans drove ; 

Not Inch fierce lightnings blazed athwart the fiood^ 
When, fared by heaven, Deucalion's vefiei rode 
High o’er the deluged hills. Along the fhore 
The halcyons, mindful of their fate, ^ deplore , 

As beating round on trembling wings they fiy. 

Shrill through the ftorm their woeful clamours dic^ 

So from the tomb, when midnight veils the plains, 
With * fhriil, faint voice, th’ untimely ghoft complains. 

The 


^ 77je hakyons, TKindfal of their fcie, dejplort,»^Cc,yi^* king of 
fon of Lucifer, married Aicyone, the daughter of Eoius, On a voyage tc 
confult the Delphic oracle, he was ihipwrecked. Kis co-ple was thrown 
afliore in the view of his Ipoufe, who, in the agonies of her love and de- 
fpair, threw herfelf into the fea. The gods, in pity of her pious fidelity- 
metamorphoifed them into the birds i^hich bear her name. The halycon 
is a little bird, about the hze of a thrufh, its plumage of a beautiful fky 
blue, mixed with Ibme traits of white and carnation. It is vulgarly called 
the king, or martin filher. The halc^-ons very leidom appear but in 
the hnefl weather, whence they are fabkd to build their nefls on the waves. 
The female is no lefs remarkable than the turtle, for her conjugal adefticn. 
She nourilhes and attends the male when fick, and furvives his death but 
a few days. When the hrdeyons are iiirprifed in a tempeft, they fiy 
about as in the utmoft terror, with the moil lamentable and doleful cries. 
To introduce them therefore in the picture of a fterm, is a proof both of 
the tafte and judgment of Camcens. 

^ JVith fer ill faint •voice iJi untimely ghof ccmflcins^lt may not perhaps 
be uaentertaining to cite Madam Bader ^ and Mr. Fope^ on the voices of 

the 
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The amorous dolphins lo their deepefi: cave- 
In vain retieat to fly the furious waves ; 

High o’er the mountain-capes the ocean 
And tears the aged forefts from their brows : 


the dead. It will, at leaft, afford a critical oblervation, which appears to 
have efcaped them both. “ The fliades of the fiiitors (obCerves 
“ when they are llimmoned by Mercury out of the palace of Ulyjfis, emit a 
feeble, plaintive, inaiticulate found, 'r^i^aerty Jiridetit : whereas Agajnem- 
“ non, and the fliades that have been long in the ftate of the dead, fpcak 
articulately. ! doubt not but Homer intended to fl^ew, by the former 
“ defersption, that when the foul is feparated from the organs of the body, 
it ceafes to act after the fame manner as while it was joined to it ; but 
** how the dead recover their voices aftervvardj: is not eafy to underftand. 
In other refpedts Virgil paints after Ho-.ncr : 

ullere vocen^ 

Jixiguam: incepzus clamor friijiratur hianies^^ 

To tliis Mr. Pope replies, “ But why fhould w-e fuppofe with Daaer, 
** thatthefe (hades of the fuitors f of Penelope) have loft the faculty of Ipcak- 
** ing ; I rather imagine that the founds they uttered were (igns of com- 
“ plaint and difconient, and proceeded not from an inability to fpeak. 
After Patroclus was (lain, he appears to Achilles, and fpeuks very articu- 
lately to him ; yet to exprefs his forrow at his departure, he a£ls like 
thefe fuitors : for AcUHes 

Like a thin fmoke beholds the fpirit fly. 

And hears a feeble, lamentable cry. 

«* Dacter conjefturcs, that the power of fpeech ceafes in the dead, till they are 
«* admitted into a ftate of reft ; but Patroclus is an inftance to the contrary 
“ in the Iliad, and Elpenor in the Odyjfey, for they both fpeak before their 
funereal rites are performed, and confcquently before they enter into a 
" ftate of repofc amongft the (hades of the happy.** 

The critic, in his fearch for diftant proofs, often omits the moft material 
one immediately at hand. Had Madam Bauer attended to the cphbde of 
the fouls of the fuitors, the world had never feen her ingenuity in thele 
mythological conjedhires ; nor had Mr. Pope any need to bring the cafe of 
Patroclus or Elpenor to overthrov/ her fyftem. Ampbimedon, one of the fui- 
tors, in the very epifode which gave birth to Baders conjc<fture, tells his 

ftory 
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The pine arid oak’s huge fine%vy roots uptorn^ 

And from their beds the dulky fands^ upborne 
On the rude whirlings of the billowy fweep^ 

Imbrown the iurface of the boiling deep. 

High to the poop the valiant Gama fprings. 

And all the rage of grief his bofom wrings, 

Grief to behold, the while fond hope enjoy'd 
The meed of all his toils, that hope deferoyed. 

In awful horror ioft rhe hci:o ftandsj 

And rolls his eyes ro heaven, and fpreads his hands. 

While to the clouds his veiTel rides the fwell. 

And now her black keel ftrikes the gates of hell 5 
Oh thou, he cries, whom trembling heaven obeys, 
Whofe will the tcmpeii’s furious madnefs fways, 

Who, 


ftorj' ver\' auicul^itcly to the made of Agatnemnon^ though he iiad not re- 
ceived the funereal rites : 

Our mangled bodies now deform’d witli gore, 

Coict and neglected Ipread the marble floor : 

No friend to bathe our wounds! or tears to ihed 

O’er the pale corfe ! the honours of the dead. Odyss. XXTV. 

On the whole, the defence of Pops is almofl: as idle as the conjectures 01 
Jjaciev, The plain truth is, poetry delights in perfonification : every thing 
:n it, as Anjlotlc fays of the Iliad, has manners; poetry muft therefore per- 
fonify according to our ideas. Thus in Milton : 

Tears, fuch as angels w'eep, burft forth — 

And thus in Ihmsr^ v/hile the fuitors arc conducted to hell ; 

Trembling the fpedtres glide, and plaintive vent 
Thin, hollow fci earns, along the deep defeent : 

and, unfetter’d with mythological diftindtions, either Ihriek or articulately 
talk, according to the moft poetical view of their fuppofed circumftances. 
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Yv ho, through the wUd waves, ledTt thy thofen race. 
While the high billows ftood like wails of brafs ; 

Oh thou, Yvdiile ocean burhlng o'er the w^orld 
Roar’d o'er the hills.j and from tiic ihiy down hurl'd 
RuQ^/d other headlong oceans : Oh, as then 
The fecond father of the race of men 
Safe in thy care the dreadful billows rode. 

Oh ! fiive us now, be now the favlour God ! 

Safe in thy care, what dangers have we paft ! 

And fliait thou leave us, leave us now at laif 
To perifli here — our dangers and our toils 
To fpread thy laws unworthy of thy fmiles ; 

Our vows unheard — Heavy with all thy weight. 

Oh horror, come ! and come, eternal night ! 

He paufed ; — then round his eyes and arms he threw 
3n gefture wild, and thus : Oh happy you ! 

You, who in Afric fought for holy faith, 

And, pierced with Moorifli fpears, in glorious death 
Beheld the fmiling heavens your toils reward. 

By your brave mates beheld the conqueft (hared ; 

Oh happy you, on every £hore renow n'd ! 

Your vows refpefted, and your wiflies crown’d. 

He fpoke ; redoubled raged the mingled blafts ; 
Through the torn cordage and the (batter'd mafts 
The winds loud whiftled, fiercer lightnings blazed. 

And louder roars the doubled thunders raifed, 


The 
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The iky and ocean blending, each on fire. 

Seemed as all nature ftruggled to expire. 

When now the filver ftar of love appear’d. 

Bright in her ealt her radiant front ihe rear’d ; 

Fair through the horrid ftorm the gentle ray 
Announced the promife of the cheerful day ; 

From her bright throne celeftial love beheld 
The tempeft burn, and blaft on blaft impell’d : 

And muft the furious dsemon ftill, fhe cries. 

Still urge his rage, nor all the paft fuffice ! 

Yet as the paft, fliall all his rage be vain — 

She ipoke, and darted to die roaring main ; 

Her lovely nymphs fhe calls, the nymphs obey, 

Her nymphs the virtues who confefs her fway 5 
Round every brow flie bids the rofe-buds twine. 

And every flower adown the locks to Ihine, 

The fnow-white lily and the laurel green. 

And pink and yellow as at ftrife be feen. 

Inftant amid their golden ringlets ftrove 
Each flowret, planted by the hand of love $ 

At ftrife, who firft th’ enamour’d powers to gain. 

Who rule the tempefts and the waves reftrain : 

Bright as a ftarry band the Nereids fhone, 

Inftant old Eolus’ fons their prefence « own 5 
The winds die faintly, and in fofteft fighs 
Each at his fair one’s feet defponding lies. 

The 


* For the fable of Eolus. fee the tenth Odyflcy,, 
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The bright Orithia, thi eatening, fternly chides 
The furious Boreas, and his faith derides i 
The furious Boreas owns her powerful bands : 

Fair Galatea, with a fmile commands 
The raging Notus, for his love, how true. 

His fervent paffion and his faith, flie knewc 
Thus every nymph her various lover chides ; 

The lileat winds are fettered by their brides 5 
And to the goddefs of celeftial loves. 

Mild as her look, and gentle as her doves 
In flowery bands are brought* Their amorous flame 
The Queen approves, and ever burn the fame, 

She cries, and joyful on the nymphs’ fair hands, 

Th’ Eolian race receive the Queen’s commands, 

And vow, that henceforth her armada’s fails 
Should gentle fweli with fair propitious ^ gales. 

Now 


^ And -vo^Oythat hencejortb her armadas failsy 
Should gently fwoll fair propitious gales-^ 

In innumerable inftances, CamSens diicovers hmifelf a judicious imi- 
nator of the ancients. In the two great mafters of the epic, are fe* 
veral piophecies oracular of the fate of different heroes, which give an air 
of foiemn importance to the poem. The fate of the armada thus oblcurely 
anticipated, refcmbles in particular the prophecy of the fafe return of 
UlylTes to Ithaca, foretold by the lhade of Threjtas^ which was afterwards ful- 
filled by the Phsacians. It remains now to make fbme obfervations on the 
machinery ufed by Camoens in this book. The necefEty of machinery in 
the epopoeia, and the perhaps infurmoan table difficulty of finding one unex- 
ceptionabiy adapted to a poem where tlie heroes are chriftians, or, in other 
words, to a poem whole fubjefl is modem, have already been obferved in 
the preface. The defeent of Bacchus to the palace of Neptune in the 
depths of the fea, and hisaddrels to the watery gods, are noble imitations 
of Virgil’s Juno in the firft .aSneid. The defeription of the ftorm is alfo 
mafierly. In both inftanccs the conduct: of the iEneid is joined with the 

deferiptive 
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Now morn^ ferene in dappled grev, arofe 
O^er the fair lawns where murmuring Ganges flows i 

Pale 


defcriptive exuberance of the OdyJfler. The appearance of the flar of Ve- 
nus through the ilorm is finely imagined, the influence of the nymphs of 
that goidefs ever the ''**inds, and their lubfcquent nuptials, are in the fpirit 
of the promiie of Juno to JiZolus : 

SuJif M'lhi hb fe pit i» br^j:a}'ii a, pore ’7,ph^T - 

q'la j ’>ti3:a puLoirn ■ D^^ofclu.z 

C\:,iuhr>j biQpr'.irj.q t ^icc\': 

Ow..Vj wt irt I :.v ,ht , ... bro ciJUt's .7»/i')7 

iff pitlehruj\zciai ,i ptolc pai-en:etn^ 

And the £dtion itfclf is an allegory exafiiy in the manner of Homer- Ori* 
thia, the daughter of Erecteus, and queen of the Amazons, was ravilhed and 
carried away by Boreas. Her name, derived from 0.^0;, houn'i ot limits and 
hia.^ <vide}Ke^ implies, fays Caltci'a, that (he moderated the rage of herhuf^ 
band.. In the fame manner, Galatea, deri?«id from yaXa, wi/i, and 6 ga, a 
fignifies the godJefs of candour or innocence. 

“ If one would fpcak poetically, lays jBoJfu^ he mufl Imitate Homer. 
Homer w ill not fay that fait has the virtue to preferve dead bodies, or that the- 
fca prefented AclHUs^ a remedy to preferve tiie corpfe of Fatroclus from pu- 
trefa<flion : He makes the fea a goddefs, and tells us that T/ieiisj to comfort 
Azh'dhs^ promifed to perfume the body with an ambrofia, which fhould keep 
it a whole year from corruption. — ^Ail this is told us poetically, the whole is 
reduced into action, the fea is made a perfba who fpeaks and aefts, and this 
profapopnia is accompanied wdth paHioii, tendernefs, and afFcdlion.** 

It has been obferved by the critics, that Homer, in the battle of the godsj 
has, with great propriety, divided their auxiliary forces. On the fide of the 
Grechs he places all the gods who prefide over the arts and fciences. Mars 
and Venus favour the adultery of Paris; and Apollo is for the Trojans, as 
their flrength confifled chiefly in the ufc of the bow. Talking of the bat- 
tle, “ With what art, fays Ei^tziblus, as cited by Fope^ does the poet engage 
the gods in this confli(n: ! Nepium oppofes Apollo, which implies, that things 
moifl and dry ace in continual ducord. Fallas fights with Mars, which fig- 
nifies that rafhnefs and wifdom always dilagree : ’Juno Is againfl Diana, that 
is, nothing more differs from a marriage £!ate, than celibacy : Vnlcaa en- 
gages Xanthas, that is, fire and water aie in perpetual variance. Thus we 
have a fine allegory concealed under the veil of excellent poetry, and the 
reader conceives a double fatisfadion at the fame time, from the beautiful 

verfes 
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Pale flione the wave beneath the golden beam ; 

Blue o’er the filver Hood M.iLbria’s mountains gleam ; 
The lailors on the main-top^s airy round. 

Land, land, aloud, with waving hands, reiound ^ 

Aloud the pilot of Melinda cries. 

Behold, O chief, the fhores of India rife ! 

Elate the joyful crew on tip-toe trod, 

And every breaft with fwelling raptures glow’d ^ 

Gama’s great foul confeil the rufliing fweli. 

Prone on his manly knees the hero fell. 

Oh bounteous heaven, he cries, and- fpreads his hands 
To bounteous heaven ! while boundlefs joy commands 
No farther word to How. In winder loft, 

As one in horrid dreams through whirlpools toft. 

Now fnatch’d by daemons rides the flaming air, 

And howls, and hears the bowlings of defpair ; 

Awaked, 


■vetlcs anU an inflrnifi.ivc moral,''’ And again, “ The combat of Man and 
Fullas h plainly uIL-gorical, Jufcice and wifdom demandea, ihat an end 
fhoulJ be puttothisteriioic war: the god of war oppofes this, but is worft- 
ecl. — iojner ha;, onr rcafon fubdued one temptation, but another lac- 
ccecis to reinforce it, thus Fsnus Succours ilfizn. — Pallas retreated from 
ilf/rj, in oidi.r to conquer him; this flicws us that the beft wa/ to iuoduc 
a temptathm is to retreat from it.** 

Thcfe explications of the manner of Komer, ought, in juftice, to be ap- 
plied to his imitator ; nor is the moral part of the allegory of Camcens lefs 
exaa than the mythological. In the prefent infiances, his «lleg<-'ry is pecu- 
liarly happy. The rage and endeavours of the evil dsemon,to prevent the 
interefts of chriftianity, are ftrongly marked. The (form which he raiies is 
the tumult of the human paffions; thefe aie moft eifcftually fubdued by 
the influence of the virtues, which more immediately depend upon ceiei- 
tial love; and the union which Ihe confirms between the virtues and pafli- 
ons, is thefui-eft pledge of future tranquillity. 
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Awaked, amazed, confufed with tranfport glows. 

And, trembling ftili, with troubled joy o’erfiows j 
So, yet affecled with the fickly weight 
Left by the horrors of the dreadful night. 

The hero Vi^akes in raptures to behold 
The Indian fbores before his prows uafoid : 

Bounding he rifes, and with eyes on lire 
Surveys the limits of his proud dcilre. 

O glorious chief, while ftorms and oceans raved^ 
What hopelefs toils thy dauntlefs valour braved [ 

By toils like thine the brave afcend to heaven 5 
By toils like thine immortal fame is given* 

Not he, who daily moves in ermine gown, 

Who nightly {lumbers on the couch of down ; 

Who proudly hoafts through heroes old to trace 
The lordly lineage of his titled race j 
Proud of the fmiles of every courtier lord, 

A welcome guefl at every courtier^s board 5 
Not he, the feeble fon of eafe, may claim 
Thy wreathe, O Gama, or may hope thy fame. 

^Tis he, who nurtured on the tented field. 

From whofe brown cheek each tint of fear expeird. 
With manly face unmoved, fecurc, ferone, 

Amidft the thunders of the deathful feene. 

From horror’s mouth dares fnatch tbc warrior’s crown. 
His own his honours, all his fame his own : 


Who 
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Who proudly juft to honour’s ftern commands^ 

The dogftar’s rage on Afric’s burning fandsj^ 

Or the keen air of midnight polar ilcies. 

Long watchful by the helm^ alike defies t 
Who on his front, the trophies of the wars. 

Bears his proud knighthood’s badge, his honeft fcan ; 
Who cloath’d in fteei, by thirft, by famine worn. 
Through raging feas by bold ambition borne. 

Scornful of gold, by nobleft ardour fired. 

Each wifh by mental dignity inlpired, 

Prepared each ill to fufier or to dare, 

To blefs mankind, his great his only care ; 

Him whom her fori mature experience owns. 

Him, him alone heroic glory crowns. 


Once more the tranflator Is tempted to confefs his opinion, that the 
contrary pra£lice of Komer and Virgil atfords in reality no reaibnable ob- 
je£lion againft the exclamatory exuberances of Carnons. Homer, though 
the father of the epic poem, has his exuberances, as has been already ob- 
fcfved, which violently trefpals againft the firft rule of the epopaia, the 
unity of the aftion : a rule which, ftri£tly fpeakuig, is not outrage^’, by the 
digreffive exclamations of Caraoens. Tne one now before as, as the feve- 
reft critic muft allow, is happily adapted to ilie lubjeft of the book. The 
great dangers which the hero had hitherto esicountcied, ai-e particularly de- 
feribed. He is afteiwards brought in fafety Lo vhe Indian Ihorc, the object 
of his ambition, and of all hh tolls. The exclamation tberefure on the 
gi and hinge of the poem, has its propriety, and direovcrs the warmth of 
its author’s genius. It muft alfo pleule, as it is ftrongl/ chaia£teriftkal of 
the temper of our militaiy poet. The manly contempt with v^hich he 
fpeaks of the luxurious inaclive courtier, and the dei’ght and ncncur with 
which he talks of the toils of the Ibidier, prcleiit his own aih/e life to the 
reader of fenfibility. His campaigns in Afri«^, where in a guUant attack 
he loft an eye, his dangerous life at lea, and the military laiiotips, 3nd the 
battles in which he bore an honourable lharein India, rife to our idey, and 

pcftels 
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poirefs i!« 'viih an cfrecm and admiration of our mar Jr.! ■ !. . :hur» 

could look back with a gallant enthufi:,ri-n, thou;^h his modef'/ .. n*;*- 

mention himil-if, on all the hardlhips he had cnduicd : who .hus could 
bravely cftccm the dangers to which he had been cxpofcd, and by he 

had levercly rultbred, as the moll dclirable occuriences cf h:s life, and the 
ernnraenl of hij name. 


END OF THE SIXTH BOOK. 
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Hail, glorious chief! where never chief before 
Forced his bold way, all hail on Indians fliore ! 

And hail, ye Lulian heroes ! fair and wide 
What groves of palm, to haughty Rome deny’d. 

For you by Ganges’ lengthening banks unfold ! 

What laurel forefts on the Ihores of gold 
For you their honours ever verdant rear. 

Proud with their leaves to twine the Luhan Ipear ! 

Ah heaven 1 what fury Europe^s fons controls I 
What felf-confuming difcord fires their fouls ! 

’Gainfi: her own breaft her fword Germania turns 5 
Through all her iiates fraternal rancour burns j 

O Somcg 
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Some, blindly wandering, holy faith a dliclairrij 
And herce thrcngh rll \v\'.\ rages civil flame. 

High found the titles of the Englifa crown^ 

King of Jerufalem^ his old^ renown 1 
Alas, delighted with an airy name^t 
The thin dim ihadow of departed fame, 

England's ftern monarch, funk in foft repofe^ 

Luxurious riots mid his northern fnows : 

Or if the flarting burit of rage facceed. 

His brethren are his foes, and chrlfrians bleed f 
While Hagar’s brutal race his titles frain. 

In weeping Salem nnmolefred reign. 

And with their rites impure her holy fiirines profane. 

And thou, O Gaui, with gaudy trophies plumed, 

Moft chriftian named ^ alas, in %'am alTumed ! 

What 


^ Sa^Kf, blindly hcly faith The coiiftitiicion of Germany j> 

obferves Pullendovf, maj- be laid to verily the fable of the Hydra, with 
this difference, that the heads of the Gern'ian. Rate bite and devour each 
other. At the time when Camoens wrote, the German empire was plunged 
into all the miferies of a religious war, the catholics ullng every endeavour 
to rivet the chains of popery, tlie adherents of Luther as ilrenouily endea- 
vouring to fhake them off. 

^ High found she iUL's of the Zngiyh cro’ivn, kiag of jerufulsm -This is a 

miftake. The title of king of Jenilalem was never airamcd by ilie kings of 
England. Robert, duke of Normandy, ion of William ihe conqueror, was 
eledted king of Jerufalem by the army in Syria, but declined it in. hope of 
afeending the throne of England, which attempt vvns defected. Regnier, 
Count d’ Anjou, father of Margaret, queen of Kenry YI. was Hattered 
with the mock royalty of Naples, Cyprus, and Jeruialem ; his aimorial 
bearing for the latter, Luna, a crofs potent, between four crofles Sol.— 
Hen. VIII. filled the throne of England when our author wrote this part of 
the Lufiad 1 his gothic luxury and conjugal brutality amply deferved the 
cenfure of the honeft poet. 
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What impioiis lull; of exupire frecls thy c breaft 
From their juil lords the chriftlan knds to wrefi: • 

While holy faith’s hereditary fots 
PoiTeis the treafures u .lore Cyrdho ^ {lows 5 
And ah j behold their harvofts finile 

Ln craving gold along du banks of Nile. 

And thou, O loll: to glory^ loft to fame. 

Thou dark oblivion of thy ancient name, 

By every vicious luxury uebafed. 

Each noble pafTon from thy breaft crafed, 

Nerveiefs in fioth, ciifeehliiig arts thy boaft, 

Oh ! Italy, bow fjllori, hoVv* low, how « loll: I 

O 2 in 

== l-yp\i‘s i 'ft f r.:-:p‘ re fc.lf thy i>revJl---'T'rLQ French tTariilptor very 

cei\lLi!iy 'i-iccs with the i-'ortn^ucie poet in the iirii’tiires upon Germairy^ 
£i!<,land, and luiy. But when his own countiy is toucijcd upoHj^ Muhre 
“ fays he, j'.ve f at pour ^:o» ciuieuryje r.e craindrai pa^ Je d:re quU tombs 

“ id duns utic grarJe irtjtfiice /*’ For ali the ragari I ha,’e fer my autlioi', I 
“ will not hefitatc to fay, that here he has committed an cnf>rinous injui- 
“ lice.” All Europe bi.iides, however, will witn..fs tlic truth cf the aller- 
tion, which frigmatizes the J'rcnch politics with the lufc of extending their 
monarchy. 

d ‘zvhere Cy.dJioJIo’zvs — A rher In Afiica, 

® Oh ! Itidy, ho'z.' flka^ honjo /ez4', i4'v: IJi ! — However thclo fevere reflec- 
tions on modern haly may difpicafe the admirers of Italian manness, the 
pidfuro on tlie \v’hoic is loo jofe lo adiv.il r-f confutation. Never did the liif- 
lory of any couit aifoid io:h :..i;anccc of vil'ainy and all the bafep.'. fsoi" 
IntviguCj as that cf the poper. Tiiefiith and honour of gentlemen banilhed 
liom tue pc.iiLics of the every public vh rue mufe of conrequence 

cLcime among the high jr ra..h.; while the lower, broken by opin-eiHon, 
hnk into the deepefl: poverty, and Its attendant vijcs of meanncA rmd 
fdlannr.ity. That this view of tiu lower ranks in the pope’s dommions is 
iuh, v,e hiiivc the incubitable I'jfb-'ony of an Addiil n, connrmeJ by the 
mirerablc depopulation of a pnnix-jcc, which was once the fincfl and moft 
pcpLilouR cf the Roman empire. Ii has long been the policy of the court 
of Spain, to encom.age the lanuiy and efieminate dhTioalbn th. Neapo- 
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In vain to thee ihe call of glory founds^ 

Thy i\vord alone thy ovm foft bofom wounds. 
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litan nobility; and thofe of modern Venice relembic their warlike anceltor? 
only in. name. That Italy can boaft many individuals of a different cha- 
ra<rrer, will by no means overthrow thcfe general obfcrvations founded on 
theteflimony of the moft authentic writers. Our poti. is befides juftifiabic 
in his cenfiires, for he onij' follows the fevere refledlions of the greateft of 
the Italian poets. It were eafy to give fifty inftanceSj two or three however 
fball faffice. Dante, in his Hxth Canto, del Purg. 

fjt'va It ill::, dl dolor e oftello, 

HtZv:fcKZ£t race/jUrj in gran ten:pejlu^ 

Hon dann-x di pro'uznoiCy ma bordello-----—^ 

*' Ah, flavifh-italy, the inn of dolour, a ftiip without a pilot in a horrid teir.- 
“ pefl, not the miftrefs of provinces, but a brothel, 

Aiioflo, Canto 17. 

0 dlogni otih fetida fentina 
JDormi Italia miriac’ — « 

“ O inebriated Italy, thou fleepeft the fink of every filthy vice,” 

And Petrarch ; 

Dcl^ empia Babiloma, ond e fug^za 
Ggni vergogna, ond* ogni bene e fuori. 

Alley go di dolor, madre d* errori 
Son J^uggzC io per allungar la vita. 

** From the impious Babylon ( zhe papal court ) from whence all fhame and 
** all good are fled, the inn of dolour, the mother of errors, have I haftened 
“ away to prolong my life,” 

A much-admired fbnnet from the fame author fhall clofc thefe citations: 
SONNETTO. 

Lagola, dl Jbnno, e I' otii^ plume 
Hanno del mondo ogni virtu fbandita / 

Ond e dal corfo fuo auafi fmarrita 
- ojlra natura vinta dal cojlume : 

Ed efifpento ogni heziigno lume 

Del del / per cut s^inJitriKa Lumana vita 

Che per cofa mirabile s'addita 

Chi vuolfar etHelicona nefter fiume 
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Ahj Europe^'s fons^ ye brother-powers^ in you 
The fables old of Cadmus now are f true : 


19:' 


Fierce 


di hurc^ qual di mi^to f 
Fo^oera t* nuda vai Filifcjia^ 

Dice! Li iurha al SJ. guadagno hilefc, 

Pochi co/Kjjagni ha vrai per dalta nna % 

^anio ti ^rego pill I gentde fphto^ 

ISfon lajfar la magnanima tiia hizprefa. 

Though, this elegant little poem is general, yet as the author and the 
friend to whom he addrclles it, were Italians, it muft be acknowledged that 
!ie had a particular regard to the Hate of their ow n counti y. His friend, it 
isfuppofedj was engaged on fome great literary work, but was difcouiaged 
by the view of the difiipation and profligacy of his age. I have thus at- 
tem^Vtcd it in Enghlh : 


SONNET. 

Ah ! how, my friend, has foai-gorged luxurie, 

And bloated flumbers on the ilochful down, 

From the dull w'orid ail maniy virtue thrown. 

And flavcd the age to cuftom’s tyraiinie ! 

The blcfled lights ib loft in darknefs be, 

Thofe lights by heaven to guide our minds beftowia, 

Mad were he deem’d who brought fiom Helicon 
The hallow ed water or the laurel tree. 

Philofophy, ah ! thou art cold and poor. 

Exclaim the crowd, on fordid gain intent ; 

Pew will attend thee on thy lofty road : 

Yet I, my friend, would fire thy zeal the more; 

Ah, gentle fpirit, labour on unfpent. 

Crown thy fair toils, and win the fmile of God. 

< 1‘hs fihhi old of Cadmus Cadmus having ilain the dragon which 

guarded ihe fountain of Dirce in Boeotia, fowed the teeth of the monllcr. 
A number of armed men immediately fprung up, and furrounded Cadmus, 
in order to kill him. By the counfel of Minerva, he threw a precious flone 
among them, in driving for which they flew one another. Only five fur- 
vived, who afterwards affifted him to build the city of Thebes. Vid. Ovid. 
Met, IV. 
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rierc^- I'oC'Z the b/othcrs from the dragor* teetli^ 
And each f:!! rrl-Viion’d with a brotJier’s derth. 

So fall the brav:;rt of the Chrifnan § namoj 

dogs unclean Me-rHah’s lore bi:ifpb3r.ie.j 
A.nd hov.'l their curies o'er the holy tomb^ 

While to the iVrord the Chrifiian race they doom- 
From age to age^ from Oioic to diflauL iliore^ 

By •vadous princes led, their legions pour i 
United all in one detennineri aini^ 

From everj' laiid to blot the Chriltian name. 

Then wake, ye brother-powers, combined awakc;^ 
And from the foe the great example take. 

If empire tempt ye, lo, tlie eafl: expands, 

Fair and iir.merde, her fummer-garden lands : 
There boafTul wealth difplays her radiant flore 5 
Paclol and Flennus’ itresms o’er golden ore 


The fc'rndation of this fable appears to be thus : Cachr.ns havh« flain a 
famoas freeboour, who bfeiii-a BteoJa, a niiir.i)ei of his banaitti, rxOl im- 
propciiv called hL*. teeth, atlcmplcd lo rcven^;e his death, but quarrellirg 
about the pu'fenlt uhich Caduius Unt them to diUribute amoa_r themi''-'lves 
they fell by the O'Crds of each other. 

^r^rrhar.a ^>ersxuit fer viutua *!;vlr.sra f reives. 

S iSfl fali iLr nf ih: Cerrp-an navse, •zvvlle d''ys ;. 7 vVV. 7 ;j halt;; ter 

from this fine paHa^e in i.uci*n : 

^hfiiror^ 0 ci'ves / qua tauia /‘sjvilj/errr, 

Get:f:hi:s '/',s IxatliiiTS pral’rjv eri:ot.”.\’ ? 

Cumqiio f. fcrct BabyWi fp'J'a,: h Iroihah 
Avfonih., ufv.hraquc errevti Crafihs huu’ia^ 

JBc^>'a gen blacnit nuUn^ hjh'tm-Ji irJ iv'Ojns ? 

qua^itum poiuH terra belu^'r/ia harari 
JfcCf quern Ci’vi!''s hanferunt^ Jungjune^ dexi/se ^ 
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SLoH their long way i but not for you they flow 1 
Their treallires blaze on the {Icrn Soidan’s brow ; 

For him Aflyrla plies the loom of gold, 

Aud Afrlc^s (bus their deepefl: mines unfold 
To build his liauglity throne. Ye weftern powers. 

To thro\v the mimic bolt of Jove is yours, 

Yours all the art to wield the arms of £re; 

Then bid the thunders of the dreadful tire 
Againft the walls of proud Byzantium roar. 

Till headlong driven from Europe’s ravifliM fhore 
To their cold Scythian wilds, and dreary done, 

By Cafpian mountains, and uncultured fens, 

Their fathers feats beyond the Wolglan lake, 

The barbarous race of Saracen betake. 

And hark, to you the woeful Greek exclaims. 

The Georgian fathers and th’ Armenian dames. 

Their fairefi: oflspring from their bofoms torn, 

A dreadful tribute ! loud imploring i mourn. 

Alas, in vain ! their offspring captive led. 

In Hagar’s Ibn’s unhallow’d temples bred, 

nr- 

iO 


I' BeyonJ the Wolg\in lahe—T\ve Cafjsian ita, fo calied from the 

r.iver Volga or Wolga, which empties itJelf into it. 

fuireft ofjfspruigfrom their hifoms Urn. a dreadful Irlhuts ! By this 
baibarous policy the tyranny of the Ottomans has been long luftained. The 
troops of ihe Turkifii infantry and cavalry, known by the name of janiza- 
ries and ipaliis, aie thus fupported, and the iciibes in oHice called mufti, fays 
Sandys, ‘‘ arc the fons of chriftians (and thofs the moft completely fur- 
nilhed by nature) taken in their childhood from their muerable parents, 
by a levy made every five years, or oftner or feldonier, as occafion rc- 
« quireth.” 
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To rapine a-ain’d, arife a brutal ho£l:^ 

The Chriftiau terror, and the Turkifh boail. 

Yet lleep, ye powers of Europe, carelefs fleep. 

To you in vain your eaftern brethren weep , 

Yet not in vain their woe-wrung tears fliall fne j 
Though fmali the Lufian realms, her legions few'^ 

The guardian oft by heaven ordain’d before. 

The Lufian race fhall guard Meiliah’s lore. 

When heaven decreed to crufb the Mcorifh foe. 

Heaven gave the Lufian fpear to fir ike the blow. 

When heaven’s own laws o’er Afric’s ihores were heard^ 
The facred fhrines the Lufian heroes ^ rear’d. 

Nor fhall their zeal in Afia’s bounds expire, 

Afia fubdued iliall fume with hallowed fire : 

When the red fun the Lufian fhore forfakes, 

And on the lap of deepeft weft i awakes. 

O’er the wild plains, beneath unincenfed fkies 
The fun fliall view the Lufian altars rife. 

And could new worlds by human ftep be trod, 

Thofe worlds fhouid tremble at the Lufian ^ nod- 

An :i 


k Af/ie^s 

‘Thsfucrddjciln&s zlc heroes rear*d,~^Set the note, BOOK V. 

IIZ, 

J Of deejirJ} ^ Alludes to the difeo; cry and ccnqiieu of the 

Brazils by the Portuguefe. 

m th: Lufian nod---’-— our former defences of the exuberant 

declamations of Camoens, are allowed by the critic, \^e doubt not but the 
digreffion, now concluded, v\ill appear with peculiar prepriety. Ihe poet 
having brought his heioes to the fhore of India, indulges himfeii' v.ith a re- 

vic'.v 
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And now their enugns blazing o’er the tide 
On India’s fiiore the Ijuhan heroes ride. 


High. 


view of the fiatc of the wefiern andeaHicrn vverid.^j* the httcr of which b 
now, hy the labour of hi;* liciocs, rendered acccirible to the former. The 
piirpoi** of his poem is aifo ilriclly kept in view. Tlic weil and the eafi:, he 
confid^rs as t”io gieat empires, the one of the true religion, the other of a 
fair"*. The profelicrs of the true, difuiiircd and deflio/ing each other; the 
profedbrs of the falfc leiigion, all combined to extiipale the adherents of 
the other. He upbiaids the profcilors of the true religion for their viec.s, 
particuhuly for their dilunion, and for dtrerting the interefts of holy faith. 
His counriymen, however, he boafts, have been its defenders and planters, 
and, without the a.Oil lar.ee of tlicir brother*po\vers, will plant It in Afia, 
This, as it is tin-, uf hi.s htio, is dlce^lly to the fubjeiS: of the poem, 

and the h's/nour, ^hich heaven, no jays, voucl'fafed to his countrymen, in 
chufmg them to defend and piopagate iLb iav^s, is mer.tioned in the genuine 
ipi<-lt of that religious cnthsiliafni, which bieathes through the two great 
epic poems of Greece and Rome, and which gives an air of the nioft folcrnii 
impoi Lance to the Giciuialemmt of Taflb. 

Yet wiiatever liberties a j>oct may'- be allowed to take when he treats c-f 
the fabulou.s ages, any abfurdity of opinion, where authentic hilLory, and 
the Jtate of modern nations arfoid the topic, muft to the iftelligent reaJer 
appear lidladous, and therefore a biemilli in a Iblcmn poem. I'here are 
many, the tranfiatoris aware, to whom a lerious and vvaim exhortation to 
a general ci’tdade, will appear as an abfuidity, and a biemilhof this kind. 
“ The cruiiulers,” according to what M. Voltaire calls their true charaftcr, 

dcs brht'./ids Ihith pour &ic, were a band of vagabond thieves, who 
“ had agreed to ramble fioin the heart of Europe, in order to defolate a 
“ country they had no right to, and mafiacre, in cold blood, a venerable 
“ prince more than fourfeore years old, and his whoh-* people, againft whom 
« they had no pretence of complaint.” 

Yet however confulciitiy, ’t^ollaire and others may pleafe to talk, it wdll 
be no difficult matter to prove that the cruladcs were neither fo unjnfHfiabic, 
fo im})o]iLical, nor fo unhappy in tJicir confequcnccs, as the fuperCcial rea- 
ders of hifloiy are habituated to eftcern them. 

Were the aborigines of all America to form one general confedeiacy againft 
the defeendants of thofe Europeans, v;ho maflacrecl upvvarcls of fotty mil- 
lions of Mexicans, and other American natives, and weic ihefe confederates 
totally to dilpoillfs the prefent pofleftors of an enipire fo unjuftly acquired, 
BO man, it is prefumed, would pronounce that then- combination and hofti- 

iities, 
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High to the ficccy clouds refpijndant far 
Appear the regal torfers of Llalabarj 

Imperiai 


/itie:, wcie arainit the law of nature or nations. Yot, whatever Voltaire 
may pLaih to ailc;t, this fiippchtion is by no means unappMcabic to 
oonrecleracy of the crois. A party ot wanJerir.o Arabs are joined by the 
'i’urks or Turcomans, who inhabited the frozen v/ilc3a of mount Cajcalh':, 
and wliOic name fignilies waadcx'ers; thclc, incoiporated with otlier ban- 
dtti, froin the dderts of Scylliia, now called ‘iaitaiv, a the ix.yiC'n': 

of Syria, to which uiey itaJ no Litlo, vdiou, inhabitarls had ^iren them no 
OiTeiicc. Th<.y profeJs that Jicy aie c<armulTioiie<i by hcr.Y-..i to eftaoi!!!! 
the reihh^'i oi' Mohammed by violc**'‘ce ai.d the faord. in afew a^^s they 
ilibdiie the liiieil couni'fics around tiie i'uphrotes, and the chridiaa inhabi- 
tants, the rightful pouhilors, are treated with the mofl brutal poliey and 
ail its attendant cruelties. Bound by their creed to make war on the chrif- 
tians, their ambition nrgledts no opportunity to extend their conqueAs ; 
and already poflclTedof immenfe territory, their acknowledged purpofe and 
their power threaten dellru^ion to the chdflian c-mpire of the Greeks. 

Having conquered ..nd profclyted xLfrIca, from the Nile to the Araits of 
Gihraitu*", the princes ol' tliat country, their tributaries and allies, combin- 
ing In the grf-at defign te extirpate chrllKanity, turn their arms againll Eu- 
rope, and are fucccrsful : they ertahji{ii I.ingdoms in Spain and Portugal ; 
and hhance, Italy, an-i the wetlcin iflands of llie ?vk\litcrrariraxT, /luTcr h/ 
■♦heir excurfions; while Plungary, Bohem’a, Poland, aacl Italy ilk If, from 
its vicinage to Dalmatia, are inimediatcly concerned in the impending fete 
or the Grcnan emp'n-, While lucii dangers th a at-me'J, it is imnolTible the 
princes of Europe couiM have been tmeonrerned. Nor were prefent injiu !es 
Planting to Airauiate them to aniis. Coimas, a writer of the fixth ce«itury, 
mentions the confideniMc ti:ide v.hich the Franks carried on 'sith Syria 
through the Gevanf. Ke himitif trav tiled to India, and he inK-r'ns 
that In his time, JuAinian fent two monks to China. In the ninth cental y. 
fays hi. dc Guignes, an afibciation cf Preach mi-rchants wcni; twice a 
to Alexandria, from u hence they brought to Europe the cccnmoLiitier. of 
India and Aiabla. PE '.y' Hat-oun made a formal ccllion. of the J10I7 
chiTe loChrrienagnc, and allowed the Franks to build houfesof hou^itaiity 
for the reception of pilgrims, in various places of Syria. Nor was devotion 
the only motive of jhlgrimage. The emolunu. nts of commerce were alfo 
attended to, and the honfes of hofpitaiity poflelled by the Franks, Italians, 
and Venetians in the eall, were of the nature of fadfoiies. Bus theie were 
icized and plunriered by the Saracens, and the eaAern commerce vJhch 
Sowed to Europe through the Levant, was almoft totally interrupted. To 

liicfe 
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L.nperial Cralcut, ilic Icrdly iciit 

Of the iirfr monarch of tlia Indian fi-aie. 

Right 

'hef^i: coniiuei'Lilicns kl: it alio he acMec^, that feverai tafiero chniVlarij fi-ec 
-.o Ivaropc, uii'l 1) J-s .Von? eouair^' to , hnp'u.M'ed iho 

afnfiP.nct; ot" the chi'illi.ir. poveib io Jiipon-'ls enc cruel arid n^luper-: 

tlicir h'L’.i.ls. At this period the cruudes c.n’A'-nciite. To ihppoie that 
the pi’lnccs of Euro])e v.c’.e fo iiiitphljlc to the caiit'er v.li;ch ti..., atoned 
the.'n, asibir.c naedern wikvrs who have touched upon that ihuject, appear 
to he, is to afe.^ibe a device o: rtupiditw to them, by no mean.s applicahL to 
ihwh' military chankVer. Thou 2 ,h iuperftition indaincd the imiititude, \\c 
;;iay be adurccl however, that foverai princes found it their political inlcvcO: 
to fan the fiumes of that ihpaTiiiion ; and accoidinoly, wc hud that the 
prii'ccs of Spain and PortUp^l j^tU'vci/ arui!f\t uiciukIvcs of it. xiic iiu- 
rnerdb rcfouiccs which the Taiks u..ei-v'wdi froni and the nekjiboiir- 

i?n, coiintii(.s, which had not been attoir.pt^.d by Gosiaey and the uiiT: cra- 
r.Khfs, dclcr»*»iiud tlicir fucccllbrs to alter the plan of ihcit opcations. 
They bc^an lliLir hoililitka in Spahi and Poitugal, and proteulcd thioufj'. 
Ijarbary to Egypt. By this new loutc of the erodes, the Spaniards atid 
ikntugucic were '* enabled, not only to drive the jMoers ivum Euiope, but 
to give a fatal blow to tlieir power in Africa. Nor was the llifety of the 
Creek empire h.fs neccflary to Italy and the eaRern kir.gdoias of Europe. 
Injuries, liowever, otioied by the crufaders, who even ie»/ail tho ihior.c of 
Conilantiiioole, upon which they placed an earl of j,’landcr&, excited tne re- 
flntnient of the Greeks; and their averfion | to the papal fupremacy ren- 
dered them I'o jealous of the cruikders, that the fucccflbrs of Godfrey, for 
want of auxiliary iiipport, after about ninety years pof.clTion, were totally 
driven from their uew-eretced kingdom in the Holy Land. By the fall of 
the Greek fmpiie,an event which followed, and which had been long forc- 
feen, the Yuietlans, the Auftrians, the Poles, and the* Ruffians, became 
the natural enemies of the Turks; and many defperatc wars, attended 
w'ith various lucccfs, have been continued to the prelent time. Not muen 
above fifty years ago, their formidable e*ifbrLs to poffiiis themfelvcsi or the 
Venetian dominions alarmed all the chrutian powers ; and had it not been 
for the r.-pcatec] defeats they received from prince Eugene, a great part of 


' Liffion itfolf w'as taken from the Moors by the affiftance of an Engliffi 
deet of crufaders. 

■1* A patriarch of Confrantiaoplc declared publicly to the pope s legate, 
* That he would much rath<‘r behold tlictui'ban than th^^ipie crow n upon 
the great altar of Couftantinopled* 
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Right to the port the valiant Gama bends. 

With joyfui fliouts a fleet of boats attends ; 

Joyful 


the Auflri-ui territories mvili. have yielded to their yoke. However over- 
looked, iL requires but little political philoibphy topercchc the fecunly 
ivhich would rei'ult to Europe, were there a powerful and warlike kingdciU 
on the weftern Tide cf thcTurkhh empire. The wcfiern conquers of that 
derce warrior Bajaict I. were intciTuptcd by Tamerlane, and by the enemy 
they found in Kouii Khan, the enraged pcric -was prevented from revenoing 
the triumphs of Eugene. A few years ago, w e beheld them trample on the 
law of nations, lend an ambahaJor to prllbn, and command the Rujflian em- 
prefs to defert her allies. And however the forcfight of the narrow politi- 
cian may dread tlie riling power of the Ruls, it is to be widicd that the 
arms of rvlufco^'y may fix fuch barriers to the Turkifli empire as will for 
ever prevent their long meditated and often attempted defign, to pofTefs 
thcniElves of the Venetian dominions, or to extend their conquefts on the 
weft, conquefts which would render them the mod dangerous power to the 
peace of Europe. 

In a word, the cmfade';, a combination which tended to fupport the Greek 
empire, for the fecurity of the eaftern part of Europe, and to drive the 
enemy from the fouiUcrn, whatever the fiiperdition 01 its promoters and 
conduclors might have been, can by no means deferve to be called a moft 
finguiar monument of human folly. And however the inutiiity and abiur- 
dity of their profelT'^d aim, to reicue the tomb of Chrift, may excite the ri- 
dicule of the modern philofopher, it was ?. motive admirably adapted to the 
fuperflition of the monkifii ages; and wheie it is ncceilary that an enemy 
Ihould be retrained, an able politician will avail himieif of the mofl power- 
ful of all incitements to hoftiiity, the luperftitious or religious fervour of his 
army. And by tiius refriug the war on a religious motive, the Englilh, v.ho 
were moft remote from Mohammedan depredation, were induced to join 
the confederacy, to which, at various times, they gave the mofl: important 
afliflaacc. 

It is with peculiar propriety therefore, that CamOiins upbiaids his age for 
negligently permitting the aggrandizement of the Mohammedan poviur. 
Nor is the boafl: tliat his countrymen will themfeivts effect this gicafc pur- 
pofe, unfounded in truth. As already obiervcd in the introducrion, the 
voyage of Gama faved the iibeitics of mankind. The fuperiority of the 
Aflatic feas in tlie hands of Europeans, the confequcr.ee oi that voyage, is 
the mofl: eflctflaal and mofl: important completion of tl.e crufades. 

It v\iil be found, therefore, that Catnoens talks of the political realbns of 
a crufadCj with an accuracy in the philofbphy of hiflory, as fuperior to that 

of 
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joyfiil their nets they Icave^ and rlnny prey^ 

And crowding round the Lufians, point tlic v/ay* 

A herald now, by Vasco’s high command 
Sent to the monarch, treads the Lidlan ilrand ^ 

The mcrecl RafF iTie bears^ in gold he lliinesj 
Aiid tciLs his oihce by inajerdc ugos. 

As to and fro, recumbent to the gale, 

The 


of Voltaire, as the poetical merit cf the Lufiad, fiirpalTes that of the Hen- 
liadc. And the critic in poetry mull: allow, that, to luppofc the clilcovery 
of Gama, the completion of all the former endca\ ouik to ovci throw the great 
enemies of the true leligion, gives a dignit/ to the poem, and an importance 
to the hero, fimilar to that which Voltaire, on the lame iuppofltioR, allows 
xo the fubjedt of the Joruialem of Tuflb. 

Having entered ib far into the liiflory of the criifaclcs, it may not be im- 
proper to take a view of the happy coniequences which flowed fiorn them* 
“ To thefe wild expeditions,” fays Robertfon, “ the eflect of fuperflition or 
folly, we owe the firft gleams of light which tended to difpel baiiyarity and 
ignorance, and introduce any change in govcrnme*nt or manners*” Con- 
ilantinople, at that time the feat of elegance, of arts and commerce, was 
the principal rendezvous of the European armies. The Greek writers of 
that age, fpcak of the Latins as the mofl ignorant barbarians; the Latins, 
on the other hand, talk with altonilhmcnt of lire grandeur, elegance, and 
commerce of Conibantinople. The mofl: llupid barbarians, when tliey have 
the opportunity of comparifon, arc fciifible of the fuperioriLy of civilized 
nations, and, by an acquaintance with them, hcgiii to refembie their m.an- 
ners, and emulate their advantages. The fleets which attended the croflcs 
introduced commerce and the freedom of commercial cities into tlicir mo- 
ther countries. This, as Robertfon obferves, proved deflruclivc to the. 
feudal fyftem, which iiad now' degenerated into the mofl: gloomy oppreflicn, 
and introduced the plans of regular government. “ '‘i'his acquifllion of ii- 
berty,” fays the fame mofl ingenious hiflorian, “ made fuch a happy 
“ change in the condition of all the members of communuies, as n uP n 
“ them from that flupidity and inaflion into which they had bemr iiuik iw 
“ the wietchediicfs of thei: former ftate* The fpirit of indialry 
“ commerce became an objeft of attention, and began to nourilh. Popu- 
lation increafed. independence was eftablifhed, and wealth fio\*cd into 
cities which had long been the feat of poverty and opprefiion.” 
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The harveil waves along the yellow dale^, 

So round the herald prcfs the v/ondcring throngs 
Recumbent waving as they pour along % 

And much his manly port and flrangc'attire^ 

And much hia fair and ruddy hue admire : 

When Ijieedhig through the crowd tvitli eager haftc. 

And lioneil fmiies, a fiDn of AiAic prcR : 

Enrapt with joy the wondering iieraid hcar-j 
Caililia^s manly tongue faluto his ears. 

What friendly angel from thy Tago’s fliore 
Has led thee thkhcr ? cries the joyful Moor. 

Then hand in hand, the pledge of faith, conjoined^ 

O joy beyond the dream of hope to find. 

To hear a kindred voice, the Lulian cried, 

Beyond immcafured gulphs and feas untry’d j 
Untry’d before our daring keels explored 
Our fcarlefs way — Oh heaven, vrhat tempers roared;, 
Yv^hile round the vaft of Afric’s fouthmoll land 
Our eaflward bowfprits fought the Indian irrand ! 
Amazed, o’erpov'cr’cl, the friendly ftranger ifood; 

A path now open’d through the boundL-fs flood ! 

'-.rhc 


^ //\' hc)/‘-tid licJiT; 

Ciijlllias ?nanl^ tur^z's fulale his — 

This is according to the truih oi hiitof/. While :ht‘ m.-rimjer, ient 
s/hore by Gama, was borne htie and there, and CM'-ried cfT Ip** feet by rhi 
throng, who imderitocci not a word of i*’s language, he was atjoited in Spa- 
nifli by a Moorifh meichant, a native of Tunis, who, acensdlrgto Ctuirins^ 
had been the chief perfbn with v.hoai hing John IL had fcrnK^iiy ccntiac:- 
(?:d for military ftoros. He proved bh-nicil an honeft agent, and of infmitc 
fervicc to Gama, with whom he fv.u»r:K-d to Portugal, wlicie, according tr* 
Faria, he died in the chriftian communion. He was named Monzaida. 



THE LUSIAD. :: 

‘Pile hope of ni\d the Jrjad deipair, 

.^iCC'CiDuiii'i U £iOV/^ li'l'C. d — “£1117 Ih'i 

Role tiirii:;-:y, i-.R lab.urir.g ‘.hovchts pi.rili>;d 

'riie dr-^auful coiirlc by GA?'iA’s ilite U:bdjcJ- 
iiomCoTird^ whh gzi\crc\u v/armth o’erhovh, he l:rad^ 
The Luiiaii. gxief:, mid fa-ib the foait fucceed-j : 


The purple grape and gokler, froh.vj^ Hidlei 
And each choice vhnd cf the Indbn foil 
Heapt o’er the board, tlie mafuer’s zeal declare 5 
The focial fealt the gueft and mafrer /hare ; 

The facred pledge of eaftern faith ° approved. 

By wrath unalter’d, and by wrong i\n:noved. 
Now to the fleet the joyful herald bends, 

With earnefl pace the heaven-fent friend attends ; 
Now down the river’s fweepy ftream thc3f 
And now their pinnace cuts the briny tide ; 

The Moor, with tranfport fparkiing in his eyes. 
The well-knov/n make of Gama’s navy fpies, 


The 


® Th/" fjcved phdge of mfern ‘To eat together was in the eaft 

looked upon as the inviolable pledge of protecdon. As a Pcrfiaii nobleman 
was one day walking in his garden, a wretch in the utmoi'c terror, p.-oibial ed 
himfeir before him, and impioied to be proteCicd from the lage ef a miiili- 
tude who were in purfuit of him, to take his life. The nohltma.'. look a 
peach, eat part of ic, and gave the reft to the fughive, anuv'.nghkn of fafet/. 
As they approached the honfe, they met a crov^d, viho carried the mui'dert. d 
corfe of the nobleman’s heioved for. The incenfed populace cl^rm..:.d .d 
the murderer, \vho ftood bcGde him, to be del; /ered to their lury. The fa- 
ther, though overwhelmed vdi-h grief and anger, replied, “ V/c li.iv:: cab.n 
“ togeth.-r, and I will not betrpy him.” He protected tke niurdaer of hL 
fon from the fury of his domdlics and neighbours, and in th.c night facili- 
tated his efcape. 
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The bending bowiprit, and the mail fo taii^ 

The iiJes black frowning as caille wall, 

The liigh-tower’d fenij the lordly nodding prore,; 

And the broad flandard flowly waving o’er 
The anchor’s moony fangs. The Ikiff he leavei. 

Brave Gama’s deck his bounding Rep i-eceives j 
And, hail, he cries: in tranfport Gama fprung. 

And round his neck with friendly v/dcome hung r. 

Enrapt fo diRant o’er the dreadful main 
To licar the muflc of the tongue of Spain. 

And now beneath a painted fiiade of Rate 
BeRde the admiral the Rranger fate : 

Of India’s clime, the natives, and the laws, 

What monarch fways them, what religion awes ? 

Why from the tombs devoted to his fires 
The foil fo far ? the valiant chief enquires. 

In acl to fpeak the Rranger waves his hand, 

The joyful crew in filent wonder Rand, 

Each gently prefling on with greedy ear, 

As erR the bending foreRs Roopt to hear 
In Rhodope when Orpheus’ heavenly Rrain, 

Deplored his loR Euryclice in vain 5 

While 

>* /« well-known fable of the defeent of Orpheus to hellj 

and the fecond lofs of his wife, is thus explained : Aedoncus, king of Thef- 
protia, whofe cruelty procured him tlie name of Pluto, tyrant of hell, hav- 
ing feized Eurydice, as ihc fled from his friend Ariitscus, detained her as a 
captive. Orpheus ha\'ing charmed the tyrant w'iih his mufic, his wife was 
reltored, on condition that he Ihould not look upon her, till he had con- 
duced her out of Thefprotia. Orpheus, on his journey, forfeited the con- 
dition, and irrecoverably loft his ipoulc. 
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WilUc with a micii that gv:i::jrous f/ijiicUhio won 
From every heru'C^ the il;rai:;ger thus begun ; 

Your glorious deeds, ye Luiians, well I know^^ 

To neighbouring earth the vkai air i owe; 

Yet though my faith the Koran’s lore revere ; 

So taught niy ilres ; my birth at proud Tangier^ 

Ail hoftlle dime to Lifboa’s awrui riainj, 

I glow enraptured o’er the Luiian fame ; 

Proud though your nation’s warlike glories iliine., 

Thefe proudeft honours yield, O chief, to thine 5 
Beneath thy dread atchievements low they fali.. 

And India’s fliorc, difeovered, crowns them alh 
W on by your fame, by fond affection fway’ 

A. friend I come, and offer friend fhip’s aid.. 

As on my lips Caftilia’s language glows, 

So from my tongue the fpeech of India flows : 

Mozaide my name, in India’s court beloved, 

For honeft deeds, but time Qiall fpeak, approved. 

When India’s monarch greets his court again. 

For now the banquet on the tented q plain 
And fylvan ciiace his carelefs hours employ ; 

When India’s mighty lord, with wondering joy, 

VOL, Ji. P Shall 

1 For Kotv the banquet on the tenteS plain. 

And fylvan chace his carelef hours employ'^ 

The Great Mogul and other eaicern Ibvereigns, attended with their cour« 
tiers, fpend annually fome months of the fineft feafon in encampments in 
the field, in hunting parties, and military aixmfem eats. 
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Shall hail yen welcome on his fpacious Ihore 
Through oceans never plough’d by keel before^ 
rdyfelf fiiall glad interpreter attend^ 

Mine every office of the faithful friend- 
Ah ! but a ilream, the labour of the oar, 

Divides my birth-place from your native fliore 5. 

On fhores unknown, in difiant worlds, how fweei 
The kindred tongue the kindred face to greet ! 

Such now my joy j and fuch, O heaven, be yours ? 

Tes, bounteous heaven your glad fuccefs fecures* 

Till now impervious, heaven alone fubdued 
The various horrors of the tracklefs flood ; 

Heaven fent you here for fome great work divine. 

And heaven infpires my breaft your facred toils to join* 

Vaft are the fliores of India’s weakhful foil 5 
Soutluvard fea-girt ihe forms a demi-ifle : 

His caver n’d cliffs with dark-brow’d forefts crown’d ^ 
Hemodian Taurus frowns her northern bound : 

From Cafpla s lake th’ enormous mountain fpreads. 

And bending eaiiward rears a thoafand heads j 
Far to extremeft fea the ridges thrown. 

By various names through various tribes are known : 

Here down the wafte of Taurus’ rocky fide 
Two Infant rivers pour the cryftai tide, 

Indus 


* fy c'lo: riici-'s --“Pivpeiiy un imisicnfc chain of mountain Sy 

known oy varioiis names, Caucaius, Taurus, Hemodus, Paropamiflus, Oron- 
tes, imaus, 8zc, and from Imaus extruded through Tartary to the fea of 
.tCamtfchatka. 
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Indus the one^ and one the Ganges iiainedj 
Darkly of old through diftant nations fumed : 

One curt\vard curving holds his crooked way. 

One to the v/efc gives his fwoln tide to ilray ; 

Declining fouthwurd^ many a land they lave. 

And wklely rwelling roll the fea-Iike wavcj 
Till the ttvin offspring of the mountain Ere 
Both in the Indian deep ingulphdd expire. 

Between thefe ftreams, fair fmiling to the day. 

The Indian lands their wide domains difplay, 

And many a league, far to the fouth they bend. 

From the broad region where the rivers end. 

Till v/here the fhorcs to Ceylon’s rue ^ oppoie, 

In conic form the Indian regions clofe. 

To various laws the various tribes incline, 

And various are the rites efteemed divine : 

P 2 Some 

* to Ciyhn\' Ifs One captpin TZnojf, v>ho publilhtd an account of 

Ceylon, in 160 r, has :iie following caucus paCEgc : “ Thu Tor certain, lays 
he, I can aiiin'i, that oftentimes the devil doth cry with an audible voice in 
the night : It is very ihriil, almoO. like the haiking of a deg. This 1 have 
often heard inylelf, but never lieafdthal ht did any body any harm. Only 
this obfervaticn the inhabitants of the land have made of -.his voice, and I 
hrve made it alfo, that either jufi b<-roie, or very luad.cniy after this voice, 
ti e king always cuts efi' people. To believe that this is the voice of the dt vii, 
thefe realbns urge; becauft there is no creature knov\n to the hihab’l. :ics 
that cries like v:, and becaufe it will on aiudden depart from one place, and 
make a nolle in another, quicker than any fowl can flv,anc! becaule the very 
dogs will tremble when they hear it; and il is fo counted bv all die i-eople.* ** 
Knox, HiCc. Ceyl. p. 78. We need no-, hiue iccoiuTe to the devil, how - ver, 
for this Qukk trail fition of found. Birds hich live by fuction in aarlhy 
grounds, the bittern in particuiai, o’ . i ict up an hideous fereaming cry by 
iiight, and inflautiy anlwer one another at the diflance of feveral milesr 
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a', [ioiw Iieaven receive die Koran’s lorcj 
Sraij the Jrcad monilers of the wild adore 5 
ho-'ie bend lo wood ajJ Ifone the proftrate hcad^, 

Ai-d rear unliallc^ved altar* to the dead. 

By C b.niks, as wild traditions* toll, 

‘(.U old the tribes livc;l healthful by the flnell .3 
No ior,.l they knew^ iheii fragrant vapours rofe 
Rich fropi the flowery Liwns where Ganges flo’u’'s : 

1 1' re no-v ih* Dellii.m, and the fierce Patan 
Fcedi their f dr flocks ; and here^ an heafclien clan^ 

Sierii Decani’s foils the fertile valleys tiilj 
A cLiiij iviiole hope to fhun eternal ill, 

Whe^fe truil. from every fbain of guilt to fave. 

Is fondly placed in Ganges’ holy wave 5 

If to the ftreani the breathlefs corpfe be given 

They deem the fpirit wings her way to heaven. 

Plere by the mouths, where hallowed Ganges ends^ 

Ben gala’s beauteous Eden wide extends 5 
Unrivali’d fmiie her fair luxuiious vales : 

And iierc Cambay a fp^cadis Iier palmy dales 5 
A \varr[ke realm, where flill the martial race 
From Porus famed of yore tlicir lineage trace. 

Narfmgi 

= — ~.7.r "'-/y :rj r/'kv .■'t//.— FHnr, :npored upon hy fotne Greeks, \vhr> 
j YtXi. n Jed to burc bce.i in Inuia, rebtes tliis fable. Vid. Nat. Hift. iib. is. 
^1,'J L-yc • — No'.v called Gazaratc. The inhabitants are inge- 

cuitivatc ietlerF. and are laid to be particnlariy happe in the agreea- 
TmC iomriiice. According to ancient tradition, Porus was fovereign of this 
r .'unLry. Idit; niernoiy i» fial prelervcd vlch ?n eela^-, worthy of that va- 
and generofity which atcraibccl the efteem of the great Alexander, 
This country known to the ancients by the name of Gc- 

d) oua. 
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Narlinga *' here djlpla\s her ibacious line 5 
Her fon’s In nathe goid and ruby ihiae ; 

Aiasg 

A 7 irr/ 7 //rj!..-----The la’^b of Narfiiioa t-bllgc tnr womtu ro 
tliemfciv'cs into the ftiiieral pile, to be l‘unit with liicir hui- 

brjicis,. A.i infaiiibie leerct to prevent the ilefnvof '•-Llov’hooJ.. ’ 6\/'- 

irriT from Bar'^'Qx, Dec. 4, 

Tlicis & re many accounts in dlfFc.rent ria'-^clkr'; of the pLUonnaiicr; 
Ui;s molt barbarous ceremony. The two follow I kj; leLficu :■$ llic 
moil picturelque of any in the knowktlge of \h: iraniiatoi*. 

At this time (1710) died the Prince of Alurata, 
years. The ceremony of his funeral, where his foity-feven uives were 
burned with hisccrpfe, was thus : a deep ciicular pit was digged in a field 
without the town ; in the middle oft! e trench was-ereae'-i a pile of woodj, 
on tine top of which, on a couch richly oiramcnttfl, i:i\ the bo'y of the 
deceafed prince in bisfinell robei>. After num?,f'iiels riruaispcif^eiried by 
the Bramins, the pile v\as fer on fiic, and immediately the iiri appy ladies 
appeared, j];;iikliiio vith jcMv.ls and adorned with iioweis, Thcfe ' l<fHms 
of this diabulieai facrlfice walketl icvervol times uhoiit the burning' pile, t'ae 
heat whereof vas felt at acoiiiiderdblc diitance. The principal Lidy then, 
holding the dagger of her late hulband, tlius afklrelled Jierfcjf to ti>e prince 
his fuccedor : here, faid fi)c, is the dagger wlilen the king mad*, u.l of, to 
triumph over h.is enendes : beware never to employ it to other purpole, 
:ac\cr to embrue it with the blood of ycur IhbjetTi:-.. Govern them as a fa- 
ther, as he has done, and you fiiali live long and happy, as he did. Since, 
he is no more, nothing can keep me longer in the v.oiJd; rli tha': remains 
for me is to follow him. With th.-fe Vtv;i'J5, fbe rclh. ned die dagger into 
the prince’s hands, w/ho took it from her without ihcwlng tl:e ica-l I'ga 01 
grief or compafuoii. 1 he prlnccls now appeared agile! .,d.. C;ue of Iicr do- 
ineftics, a cliiiillan weman, had ficuucntly tali.ed with iier on religion, 
and chough Ihe never renounced her idols, h^d in;icle feme iiUp-t.h:ons on 
her mind. Perhaps thefe imprefifions now revi-. eu. V/ith :i r.io.l- exprelu ve 
look il;e exclaimed, alas ! wh.tt Is the end of human haj^pinofs ! I know I 
fnail plunge mylelf headlong into hell. On th<ie wenk, a Ijorror was vifi- 
bie on every countenance; when lefumiug Iwr comvgj, ihe boldly turned 
her face to tlic burning pile, and calling upon her gods, hcril-lf into 
the midit cf the flamc.s. The fecund lady vva* the filler of a prince of the 
blood, who was prefent, and alHfted at the detcflaMe lucrifice. She ad- 
vanced to her brother, and gave him the jc\vcls wherewith ihe was adorned, 
;iiJS paifion gti'i’C wayj hs burft into and ac’I iipoii lici neck in the 
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AhSf iiow vain i thefe gaudy foils of fear 
Troxiibiing, bou'- down before each hoilile fpear. 

And now behold , — and wlille he fpoke he rofe ; 

Now with extended arm the profpect flicwsj — 

Behold 

moH: tender emlsrjices. She, ho’vcvcr, remained unmoved, and with a re- 
foiute countenance, lometimcs vicv\ed the pile, and fometimes tlic affil't- 
ants. Then, loudly cxciaimiR^, C/avaf Chiva^ the name of one of her 
idols, file precipitated herilif into the fiames, as the former hod uoneo 
The other ladies ibon followed after, fbmc decently compofed, and ibme 
with the mofi hewildc/cd, down-call:, Ibrrowful looks. One of them, 
Ihocked above the rell, ran to a chnlHan Ibldier, whom Ihc beheld among 
the guards, and hanging about his neck, implored him to fave her. The 
new convert, ftunned with furprizc, piiflied the unfortunate lady from 
him ; and Ihrieking aloud file fell into the fiery trench. The foldier, ail 
Ihivcring with terror, immediately retired, aud a delirious fever ended his 
life in the following night. Though many of the unhappy vi£tims, difeov- 
ered at hrlt the utmoft intrepidity, yet no (boner did they feel the flames, 
than they roared out in the mod dreadful manner ; and, weltering over 
each other, drove to gain the brim of the pit ; but in vain : the afiiicants 
forced them back with their poles, and heaped new fuel upon them. The 
next day the Brandns gathered the bones, and threw them into the lla> 
The pit was levelled, a temple buile on the ipot, and the deceafed prince 
and his wives were reckoned auicng the deities. To conclude, this detclla- 
bb cruelty lu^ the appearance of the free choice of the women. But tint 
freedom is ordy fpecious ; it is aimofi: hupoflible to avoid it. If they do, 
they mufi lie under perpetual infamy, and the relation. s, whoeftcem tljcrr- 
felvts highly diigi'aced, leave no means untried to oblige them to it. 
ctlTci, and concLbints of princc.s, however, are the only perilns’ froiv. 
V'hom this ipccies of fuiclce »s cxpcdrcd. When w-oinen cf infericr rank 
fiibni’t t'-f chis abom-'raMe ci-from, they are only urged to it by the inipuifi* 
: f a i;a:b.'.roiis prk’e a.nd vanity of oirentationd" Er.traftod from a letter 
IiOifi fcdlici* IvTaftin, o.n the inhlioa cf Corojnandch to father do VilLttc, 
of rhe ie'’i.ety Oi j.iddi.hcd at Par!.-, in lyiy. 

dvjir. Hoi well, the advocate and waim admirer of the Gc-nroos, Like! 
great pa’iis to vindicate the practice of this honid iacrifice, and the 
pies upr.rt which, he lays, ic is eflablilhed. Thele we have given in th • 
tiiqi'liy at the end of thh Lr-*1ad. Kis narrative is a.s folio'v>vS : 
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Behold thefe mountain-tops of various fize 
Blend their dim ridges with the doecy ikies ; 

Nature's 


“We have been prefent, fnys he, at many of thefe lucrificcs : in forne of 
the viflims we have obferveJa pitiable dread, trcir.ou*- and reiactance, that 
{irongiy fpoke repentance for their declared reiblution, but it v.us now toO' 
iatc to retra£l or retreat; S:Jlaoo x^as •zuaU:.".^ jlr ibc if tlie felf- 

doomed victim difeovers want of courage and foititude, Ihe is witii (Tf/zr/c 
force obliged to afeend the pile, whcic fhc is held do’-Aii evith long poles, held 
by men on each fide of the pile, until the flames reach her; her levcan’'s 
and dies in the mean time being drowned amidH the clcafi-niiig noilc of loud 
mufic, and the acclamations of the multitude. — Others vve have lecn g,> 
through this fiery trial, with moft amazing flcady, erdm rcfolution, and 
joyous fortitude, ft will not we hope be unrccontablc, if \vc prelent our 
readers with an inftance of the latter, whidi liuppencd fomc yeai spall at 
ihQ Eiifl hidta company’s fa£loiy at Cojlmluizaar^ in the time of \j\x Francis 
Rujff% chicflhip ; the author, and feveral other gentlemen of the fadlory 
were prefent, fbme of whom arc now (1765 ) living. 

“ At five of the clock on the morning of Feb. *1, 1742,-3, died Rhaam 
Chund Pundit of the Mahahraitor tribe, aged twenty-eight years ; his wi- 
dow, (for he had but one wife) aged between feventeen and eighteen, as 
loon as he expired, difdaining to wait the term allowed her for refietftion, 
■immediately declared to the Bramins and witnefles prefent, her relbliition 
to burn.” — Lady Rnjfd, lays Mr. H. all the merchants, and the vi<flim’s 
own relations, ufed every endeavour to difliiade her, but in vain. When 
urged to live on account of her three infant children, flic replied, He that 
made them %could tale care of them ; and when told file would not be permitted 
to burn, fhe affirmed that Jhe ^muld fiar<oe herfetj^^ 

“The body of the deccafed was carried down to the watcr-fidc early the 
following morning, the widow followed about ten o’clock, accompanied 
by three very principal JBramlns, her children, parents, and relations, and 
a numerous concourfc of people. The order of leave * for her burning did 
not arrive until after one, and it was then brought by one of the SoubatJ^s 
own officers, who had orders to fee that fhe burnt voluntarily. The time 
they waited for the order was employed in praying with the Bmminsy and 
wafhing in the Ganges: as foon as It arrived flic ictiieJ, and flayed for the 

fpace 

* On this Mr. H. has the following note : “ The Csnims arc not permit- 
ted to burn, without an order from the BFahomwedau government, and this 
permiflion is commonly made a perqalfite ot.” 
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Nature’s ruJe wall, againft the fierce Canai' 

They guard the fertile lawns of Malabar. 

Here 


{pxen of hAii’an liour in the miaft of her leiTialc re-ailonSj r.rrong vnom 
’.vaaLoi mother; Ihc lhi.n divLiLC horf if of i-t-r bracL-Lts and other oina- 
mcr.ts, and tied thorn in a cioflj which like an apron befor'. h'Tj and 
^%a:> condiiifred by h‘_r feinalt: iL-iationsto one corner of the pile ; on the pile 
^'■as an atchid aibour, unmd of dry fticks, Loar,hs and kax'c?, open only 
at one end loaduit her entn-f ^'e : in tlik the body* of the Jecca'l*! was do« 
pofitcd, hU head at the snd opp<ji?.j ro the openlno, j\t the corner of 
the pile to which i»dd been. t.. <-iljcied, the B/uir’hi iiad made a iinaii firC;, 
round viiieh lae and th* rhtee i!)'/ j iht for ibme minutes; one of them 
gare into her hand a I. a* of the bale tree (the wood coininonly confeciated 
to form part of the funeral pile) v\iih jlindry things, on it, which fhe threw 
5nto 'he fire, one of the others gave her a fccond leaf, which Hie held over 
the flauie, w hill!: he dropped three times feme ghee on it, which melted and 
fell into the b. . I'theie tr.o operations were pieparatory fymbols of her ap- 
proaching diiioluiion ly and whilll tltcy were performing this, the 
third B ram in read to her ibme portions of the aughtorrah hUtde^ and 
a Iked her Ibme queihions, to which flic anfwered with a fleady and 
ferenc countenance; but the noife was fo great, we could not under- 
hand what ihe faid, although we wcic within a yard of her: tJiefe 
over, flie was led with great foiemnity tl.ueihics round the pile, the -ffw- 
fi’lns reading before hei ; when flie came the third time to the fniaii Are, lb,- 
flopped, took her rings niT her toes and Angers, and put them to her other 
ornaments; heie fne took a iblemn, majefrlo leave of her children, parciH's, 
and rciaiions; afrei v.hicn, one of the DraiKtr.s dipped a large wick of cot- 
ton :n ibme ghee, anci g:u e it ready lighted into her hand, and led her to the 
open flrie of the arbour; there all the Braj^his fell at her feet— after ihe 
had bleJied them they retired weeping. By two (tops fhc aiccnded the 
pile, and entered the arbour; on her entiancc file made a profound rjve- 
: i.’cc at the kit of the dcccaicd, and advanced and feated herielf by his 
•prixd ; ihe i(\;kcd, in liient meditation, on his face for the fpacc of a minute, 
•'he-i fet nrc lo the arh^i.r in oLlerving that Ihe had let lire t<» 

and ttat "I j dames bh-./frem her, inflanLiy feeing her cnor, f.:e 
'fwh 'md let file to ''dnavtaid, and remmed .Vr fli-tion ; endgn D.:,:U wi;Jj 
hlfc cane, lep '.v.tcd the graisand ie?i\ es on the wLidwanI fide, by v.Mcl: iU'.an ; 
'w ’-.I'i n d’::in£tv’*ew of h^r as flie fit. V/ith what dignity and und,.a:iter' 
t ‘''■'ant.cattce ftr I'll fire to the pile the lafi: time, and aflumed her ieac, car. 
l\ ' e "onC' ’ved, fn.i* wcrdi ivriio* emv-y a ?u<t idea of iicr.—The jdio 
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Here from the mountain to the lurgy mam^ 

Fair as a garden fpr eads the frniling plain ; 

And b, the emprefs of the Indian powers^ 

Tr.ere lofty Calicut rcfplcndcnt towers; 

Hers every fragrance of the Ipicy ilicre_. 

Hors every gem of Indians countlefs uoro : 

Great Samorceni, her lord’s imperial ftyle^ 

The mighty lord of India’s utmofl foil : 

To him the kings tlieir duteous tribute pay^ 

And at his feet conicfs their borrowed fway* 

Yet Ifigher tovrer’d the moiiarchs ancient boalt^ 

Of old oiie fovcreigii ruled the fpacious y coaft* 

A votive train, who brought the Koran’s iore^ 

What time great Perimai the feeptre bore. 

From bidl: Arabia’s groves to India came : 

Life were their words, their eloquence a Same 
Of holy zeal ; Sred by the powerful ftrain 
The lofty monarch joins the iaitlifu] train, 

And 


being of combuftiblc ir.r.ttLi-s, thefuppoiters of die roof vv e:i; prjfontiy con- 
fumed, and it tumL-ylcd upc-i her. 

“ There have bct.n inftaiices known, \’khcn liie \irtiiTi har,, by Europeans, 
been forcibly lefeut-cl from the pile; il is cur/entiy faiJ and believed (how 
tiue we will not aver) that the wife oi Mr. Job Qharncck was by him fnatched 
from this facrifice ; be tids as it may, the outrage is coniidcred by the Gtn- 
toos, as an atrocious and wicked violation of their liicrcd rites and privi- 
leges.'’ 

7 Of old Q leyj'Ureign ndtd the fpaslous tro.^.— •“ Whatever Monzaicla relates 
“ of the p< opie and their manners, is confirmed by the hiftorics of India, ac- 
coruin- to Larrcs. Cadaneda, Malfcus, and Ofoiius, Our author, in this, 
imitates Homer anti Virgil, who are fond of every opportunity to intre- 
“ duco any curioJis cniioin or vedige of antiquity,*’ Cajbra, 
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And vows^ at fair Medina’s flirine, to clofe 
His life’s mild eve in prayer and fweet repofe. 
Gifts be prepares to deck tlie prophet’s tomb^ 
The glowing labours of the Indian loom, 

Orixa’s fpices and Golconda’s gems ; 

Yet, ere the fleet th’ Arabian ocean ftcnis, 

His final care his potent regions claim. 

Nor his the tranfport of a father’s name 5 
His fervaiits nov/ the regal purple v/ear. 

And high enthroned tiic golden Iceptres bear. 
Proud Cochim one, and one fair Chale fways. 
The fpicy ifle another lord obeys : 

Coulam and Cananoor’s luxurious fields. 

And Cranganore to various lords he yields. 

While thefe and others thus the monarch graced, 
A noble youth his care unmindful paft : 

Save Calicut, a city poor and fmall, 

Thoup'li iordlv now, no more remain’d to fall : 
Grieved to behold fucli merit thus repay’d, 

The fiiplent youth the king of kings he made. 
And lionour’d with the name, great Samoreem, 
The lordly titled boafl: of power fupreme, 

And now great Perinial refigns his reign. 

The bliAhd bowers of paradife to gain: 
he fore ihe grdc his gaudy navy flies, 

Aud India finks for ever from his eyes. 

And loon to Calicut’s commodious port 
’.ihe feet?, ccep-cdglng with the wave, re fort: 


Wide 



SOOK VHc 


THE LUSIADe 


Z19 

Wide o’er the Chore extend the warlike piles, 

And all the landfcape round luxurious fmiles. 

And now her flag to every gale unfurl’d. 

She towers the emprefs of. the eaflern world t 
Such are the bleflings fapicnt kings be flow, 

And from thy jflream fuch gifts, O commerce, flow. 

From that fage youtli, who firft reign’d king of kings. 
He now who fways the tribes of India fprings. 

Various the tribes, all led by fables vain. 

Their rites the dotage of the dreamful brain. 

All, fave where nature whilpers modefl: care. 

Naked tliey blacken in the fultry air. 

The haughty nobles and the vulgar race 
Never mufl: join the conjugal embrace ; 

'Nor may the flripling, nor the blooming maid. 

Oh lofl: to joy, by cruel rites betray’d ! 

To fpoufe of other than their father’s art. 

At love’s connubial fhrine unite the heart ; 

Nor may their fons, the genius and the view 
Confined and fetter’d, other art purfue. 

Vile were the ftain, and deep the foul difgracc, 

Should other tribe touch one of noble race j 
A thoufand rites, and waihings o’er and o’er, 

Can fcarce his tainted purity reftore. 

Poleas the labouring lower clans are named ; 

By the proud Nayres the noble rank is claimed ; 


The 
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Tlie tolls of culture, and of art they fcorn^ 

The v/arrior’s plumes their haughty brows adorn j 
The {hilling faulchion brandifh’d in the right. 

Their left arm wields the target in the fight 5 
Of danger fcornfiil, ever arm’d they {land 
Around the king, a ftern barbarian band. 

Whate’er in India holds the facred narxic 
Of piety or lore, tlie Brahmins claim : 

In vvlldcil rituals, vain and painful, loih 
Brahma their founder as a god they Loafr, 

To crown tlicir meal no meanefi: life expires, 

Pulfc, fruit, and herbs alone their board requires ; 

Alone in lewdnefs riotous and free. 

No fpoufai tics withhold, and no degree : 

Lofl: to the heart-ties, to his neighbour’s arms 
The willing hufoand yields his fpoufe’s charms : 

In ur^endearM embraces free the}" blend ; 

Yet but the ImibanJ’s kindred may afeend 
The irupdai couch : alas, too bleft, they know ^ 

No jealouiy's fu 'fence, nor burning woe ; V 

Tlie bitter dveps which oft from dear afiection flow. J 
i}ut mould my iips each wondrous feene unfold, 

Wiricli your ghd e}es will fcon amazed behold, 

Cb, Icng belhre ihe various talc could run, 

Deep ia ihe vcit would fink yon caflern fun. 

Tu hw, ii'i wealth fix .11 China to the Nile, 

All ballamr, iTiiit, and gold on India’s Ijofom linlie- 


\’Ti:lc 
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V7hile thus the hloor liis faithful tale reveardg 
Wide O'er the coad the voice of rumour fv/elFd; 
j\z ilril- foine upland vapour feeiHs to Hoat 
SiTiall as the iruc-ke of lonely ilaepherd cot, 

Scon o'er the dales the rollii^g darknefs fpreads. 

And vrraps in hazy clouds the raountain heads. 

The leakers IhrcP; and the utinoil lea ; 

And v/ide its black wings hover o’er the fea : 

The tear-dropt bough hangs weeping in the vale. 

And ciifcant navies rear the mife-wet fail. 

So fame iucreailng, loud and louder grew. 

And to the lylvan camp reiounding flew ; 

A lordly band, ilte cries, of warlike mien, 

Of face la/d ga b in India never feen, 

Of tongue unknown, through gulplis undared before. 
Unknown their aim, have reach’d the Indian fliore. 

To hail their chief the Indian lord prepares. 

And to the fleer he fends his banner’d Nayres : 

An to the bay the nobles prefs along, 

The wonvlericg city pours th’ unnumber’d throng. 

And now brave Gama and his fl^^lendkl train, 

J-rLTdVif adorn’d in .dl the pride of Spain, 

In gilded barges fiowly bend to iltore, 

Ydhile to the lute the geetly-faUiiig oar 
Now ivreaks the furge? cf the brin.y tide. 

And now the {frokes the cold fA'ofli Arcam divide. 

I'leafed with die fplendor of the Ltidaii baud, 

0;i every bank the croi-'dcvl thouiunds fiand. 

Begirt 
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Begirt with high-pluined nobles, by the flood 
The firft great minifter of India ftood^ 

The Catual his name in India’s tongue 5 
To Gama fwift the lordly regent fprung: 

Kis open arms the valiant chief enfold. 

And now he lands him on the jQiore of gold s 
With pomp unwonted India’s nobles greet 
The fearkfs heroes of the warlike fleet. 

A couch on flioulders borne, in India’s mode^ 

With gold the canopy and purple glow’d. 

Receives the Liilian captain j equal rides 
The lordly Catual, and onward guides. 

While Gama’s train, and thoufands of the throng 
Of India’s fons, encircling pour along. 

To held difeourfe in various tongues they try 5 
In vain 5 the accents unremember’d die 
Inflant as utter’d. Thus on Babel’s plain 
Each builder heard his mate, and heard in vain. 
Gama the while, and India’s fecond lord. 

Hold glad rclponfes, as the various word 

The faithful Moor unfolds. The city gate 

They pafr, and onward, tower’d in iuiTiptuous ftate. 

Before them now the facred temple role 5 

The portals wide the fculptured flirinea difdofe. 

The chiefs advance, and, entered now, behold 
The gods of wood, cold ftone, and iliining gold 5 
Various of figure, and of various face, 

As the foul Demon will’d the iikenefs bafe. 


Taught 
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Taught to behold the rays of godhead fliine 
Fair irr, aged hi the huniart face divine. 

With facred horror thrlH'd, the Luiians viewed 
The inoiifter forms, chlmera-lihe, and rude* 

Here fpreading horns an human vifage bore ; 

So frown’d ftern Jove in Lybia’s fane of yore. 

One body here tvt^o various faces rear’d 5 
So ancient Janus o’er his flirine appear’d. 

An hundred arms another brandilli’d wide ; 

So Titan’s fon the race of heaven defy’d. 

And here a dog his fnarling tulks difpiay’d : 

Anubis thus in Mcmpjiis’ hallowed lhade 
Grinn'd horrible. With vile proferations low 
Before thefe fhrines the blinded Indians ^ bow. 

And 


* ‘T/je vwnjitfr formsy chmera^lh^ aiJ riiJg, Chimera, a monfrer fiain by 
Sellcruphon. 

ft, dire chimcra ’5 concruce was enjoin’d, 

A ii.ingled morjficr cl no morlal kind; 

JBcIiind a dragi*n’s fiery tai: was fpread, 

A goat’s rough body Lore a Kou’s head ; 

Her pitchy nofrrils fiaky flames expire. 

Her gaping thioat emits iiireraai fire. Pope’s Ik v5. 

^So Titan* s 7o«.— Briarcus. 

^ Htfbte thfti Jbrines the lUndcJ LhUans ho’zv. — in this inftance, Camoens lias 
with great ait deviated Irom the truth of idilcry. As it wr.s the great pur- 
pofe ofhishcjoto propagate the law of heaven in tne caft, it would ha\e 
been hohiy abllird to haveieprcjented Gama and his attendants as on their 
I;nees in a Pagan temple. This, however, was the cafe. Gama, who 
had been told, lays Olorius, that there weie m?ny chriltians in India, con- 
jeaured that the temple, to wliieh the Citual led him, was a chiiftlaa 
church. At their cntiance they were met by four priefts, who flemcd to 

maks 
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And now* agciin the fplendid pomp proceeds 5 
To India’s lord the haughty regent leads^ 

To view the glorious leader of the dect 
Increaflng thoufands fwcll o’er every ftreet-; 

High o’er the roofs the ftruggling youths afcend« 

The hoary fathers o’er the portals bend^ 

The windows fparkle with the glowing blaze 
Of female eyes, and mingling diamonds’ rays. 

And now the train with folemn ftate 2iiid fiow^ 

Approach the royal gate, through many a row 
Of fragrant wood walks, and of balmy bowers;> 

Radiant with fruitage, ever gay v.dth flowers. 

Spacious the dome its pillar’d grandeur fpread. 

Nor to the burning day high tower’d the head 5 
The citron groves around the windows glow’d. 

And branching palms their grateful fiiade bellow’d 5, 

The melio^v light a pleaflng radiance call 5 
The marble walls Dxdalian feuipture graced. 

Here 

miiko cioifiLS on. their foreiieads. The wails were painted with many ima*' 
«es» In the nudJle was a little round chapel, in the wall of which, op- 
pofite to the entrance, Ibod an image which could hardly be ciicovered ’ 
Erat envT: hsm zia ah amnifulh radio ftclufusy ut ^ix aliqttu maligna: Lids fcL-ndoi' 
i’l cum pindrartU The four piiefts afeending, fome entered the chapti by 
a little hrali, door, and polluting to the benighted image, cried aloud, Mar^^ 
Mary. The Catual and bis attendants profirated Llicmieives on the 
giound, while the Lufians on their bended knees adored tlie bklTed vir- 
gin, VirdnemriiH Dd mairem ?s:Gre arjhh Thus Ofo- 

rius. Another writer iiiys, that a Portugue^b faib'r, having ihmc c!ou; ‘, 
excIamvrJ, Ij thi: jr: d^viPc I IjGiv^i.Kr 'ivorjh'if.' G„ \ 
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Here iadia,'3 fate^ froiri darkeft times of •- old. 

The wondreus artiit on the ^lonc riroll’d ; 

Here o’er the meado’vs, by Hydafpes’ feream, 
la fiiir array tliC mariliaUhl legions feem : 

A youth of gieefi:! eye the fquafL^ons led, 

Smooth was his cheek, and glovv’d with purcil red ; 

VOL. II. Around 


® Here India i fnfe — The defcription of the palace of the Zamorim, fitnar- 
ed among aromatic groves, is according to liiftory ; thc_ cmbcUiilim vnt of 
the wails is in imitation of Virgil’s defcription of the palace of king La- 
tinus : 


tvigujlumy in^ftiSy cenium fublhns iolxidzah , 
Ur be fait femnia, Szc. 


The palace built by Picus, vaft and proud, 

SuppiOrted by an hundred pillars flood 
And round encompats’cl v.ith a riling wood. 

The pile o’erlookM the town, and drew the fight, 

Surprifed at once with reverence and delight. . . . 

Above the portal, carved in cedar wood, 

Placed in their ranks their godlike grandfires flood. 

Old Saturn, with hij> ciooked ic>thc on high; 

And U-aliis, that led the colony : 

And ancient Janus with his double face. 

And bunch of keys, the poitcr of the place. 

There flood Sabinus, planter of the vines. 

On a Ihort jiriniing hook his head reclines ; 

And fliiaiouily furvcy.s l.is generous \iines. 
rheii warlike kings who fOi' their country fc.ught, 

And hoiiourahle wounds from battle brought. 

Around the polls hung helmets, darts, andfpears; 

And captive chariots, axes, fiiields, and bars ; 

And broken beaks of Ihips, tiie trophies of their wars. 

Above the refl, as chief of ail the baud 
Was Picus placed, a buckler in his hand ; 

His other waved a long divining wand. 

Girt in his gahiii gown the hero fate Dryd. ExV. vn. 
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Around Ws fpear the curling vine-leaves waved j 
And, by a ftreamlet of the river laved, 

Behind her founder, Nyfa’s walls were ^rear’d j 
So breathing life the ruddy god appear’d, 

Had s Semele beheld the foiling boy, 

The mother’s heart had proudly heav’d with joy. 
Unnumber’d here were feen th’ AiTyrian throngj^ 

That drank whole rivers as they march’d along : 

Each eye feem’d carneft on their warrior queen. 

High was her port, and furious was her mien ; 

Her x'alour only equalFd by her luft ; 

FaR- by her fide her coiirfer paw’d the duft, 

Her foil’s Si vile rival j reeking to the plain 
Fell tiie hot fweat-drops as he champt the rein. 

And here dlfplay’d, moft glorious to behold, 

Tlie Grecian banners opening many a fold, 

Seem’d trembling on the gale ; at diftance far 
The Ganges laved the wide-extended war. 

Here 


- Behind her fonr.der Nyjlds •zvalL iverc rsard«' ■ ■ 

dijlancefar 

^bc Ganges Lv.d ihs •wule-cr.tended ^tvar-^ 

This is in the, perfpective manner of the beautiful dcicnptions of the figures 
on the Ihidd of Achilles. Il, xviii. 

5 Hird Bemde beheld the A9jr— The Theban Bacchus, to whom the 

Greek fahuiifls aicribeJ the Indian expedition of Sefbrnils or Ofiris king of 
Egypt. 

Her fan s •dHc riva l Tho infamous pajfHon of Semiramis for a horie^ 
has all the air of a fable invented by the Greeks to fignifjr the extreme 
libidiny of that queen. Her inctfluous paflion for hei fbn Nynias, how- 
« ever, is confirmed by the tclfimony of. the beft authors. Shocked at 
inch an horriil amour. Nynias ordcf cd her to be put to death.” 
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Here the blue marble gives the helmet’’s gleam, 

Here from the culrafs ihoots fhe golden 
A prcud-ey’cl youth, with palms unnumbered gay. 

Of the bold veterans led the brown array ; 

Scornful of mortal birth enfliria’J he rode, 

Call’d Jove his father i, azid alTamed the god. 

While dauntlefs Gama and his train furvey’d 
The fculptured walls, the lofty regent faid: 

For nobler wars than thefe you wondering fee 
That ample fpace th’ eternal fates decree ; 

Sacred to thefe th’ unpiclured wall remains, 

Unconfeious yet of vanquifh’d India’s chains. 

Afiured we know the awful day fhall come. 

Big with tremendous fate, and India’s doom. 

Tlie fons of Brahma, by the god thdir fire 
Taught to illume the dread divining fire. 

From the drear manfions of the dark abodes 
Awake the dead, or call th’ infernal gods ; 

Then round the flame, while glimmering ghaftly blue. 
Behold the future feene arife to view. 

The fons of Brahma in the magic hour 
Beheld the foreign foe tremendous lour j 
Unknown their tongue, their face, and ftrange attire. 
And their hold eye-balls burn’d with warlike ire ; 

0^2 They 

^ Cairj Jovd' /jis ftithr. Lou mot of Olympias on fchii pretenfion of 
±ier foil Alexander, was adtrdred by the ancients. “ This hot-headed 
youth, forfooth, cannot be at reftunleishe embroii me in a quarrel with 
Juno.” QLfijjT. Curt. 
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They faw the chief o’er proftrate India rear 
The glittering terrors of his awful fpear. 

But fwift behind thefe wintery days of woe 
A fpring of joy arofe in livelieft glow. 

Such gentle manners leagued vnth wifdom reign’d 
In the dread vitTiors, and their rage reftrain’d ; 

Beneath their fway majeflic, wife, and mild. 

Proud of her vicbors’ laws thrice happier India finiledo 
So to the prophets of the Brahmin train 
The viiions ^ rofc, that never rofe in vain. 

The 

» T/je rrfc Tlic prctcnlions to, and belief In divination and 

ma^ic, are foiiiiJ in the hirtoiy of every nation and age. The fources from 
whence thofe opinions ipruiig, may be reduced to thefe ; the ftrong defire 
w'hich the human mind has to pry into futurity. The confeioufnefs of its 
own weaknefs and the hijlk^he belief, if it nay be fo called, in in»ririblr 
agents. On thefe foundations it is eafy for the artful to take every ad- 
vantage of the (imple and credulous. A knowledge of the virtues of plants? 
and of fomc chemical preparations, appeared as altogetlier fupernatural to 
tlic great hulk of mankinii in former ages. And fuch is the pronenefs of 
the ignorant mind, to rcioi-e, what it does not comprehend, into the 
marvellous, that even the common medicinal virtues of plants were efteem- 
ed as magical, and ckpendent upon the incantation which was muttered 
over the application of thcnii But we muft not fuppofe that all the profef- 
fors of magical knov.iedoe were determined cheats, and confeious impoftors* 
So far from fuch idea of the futility of their pretended art, they themfelves 
were generally the dupes of thdr own piejuJiccs, of prejudices imbibed in 
their moA early years, and to w'hich the veneration of their oldeft age was 
devoutly paid. Nor were the prie As of lavage tribes the only profeAbrs and 
Auden ts of inclniitmcnt. The very grcaleA names of Pagan antiquity^ 
during the fir A centuries cf the chriAIau sera, firmly believed in divination? 
and were earncAiy devoted to the purfult of it. If Cicero, once or twice in 
his iiiV, conrLiltc<l the flight of birds, or the manner in which chickens 
picked up their com ; the great philofophcr Marcus Aurelius Antoninus 
carried his vcnei-ation for the occult feitnees much farther. When he 

might 
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The regent ceafed ; and .now with lokinn pace 
The chiefs approach tlie regal hall of grace. 

The taphried Tvalls with gold were p:«:‘.ared ^ o’er^ 

And flowery velvet Ipread the marble floor. 

In all the grandeur of tiie Indian ihitc, 

Higii on a blazing couch the Monarch face^, 

'With ffarry gems the purple car tains fliinci. 

And ruby flowers and golden foliage twined 
Aroim J the filver pillars : high o'er head 
The golden canopy its radiance fhed : 

Of cloth of gold the fovereign’s mantle IhonCj, 

And his high turban flamed with precious ftone* 

Sublime and awful was his fapient mien, 

Lordly his pofture, and his brow ferene^ 

An hoary fire fubmifs on bended knee, 

(Low bow'd his head) in India's luxury, 

A leaf all fragrance to the glowing tafte, 

Before the king each little while replaced- 

The 

might have attacked the Qcadi and Marcomanni wllli every prolpcfc of 
fuccefs, he delayed to do it, till the magical lacrifice prclcribcJ by Alexan- 
der of Pontas, the magician, could be peifcrmed. But v.bcn this- was 
jperformed, the barbaiiaiis happened to be greuiiy reinforced, and Anto- 
ninus was defeated, with the loli of 20,000 men. Yet his devout ob- 
fervation of luch rites never futfered the lealt abatement. And the en- 
larged, and phiiolbphical mind of iJie acconiplIIlieJ Julian, by ibme called 
the Apoflate, was amid all his other great avocations, moll: alliduoully de- 
voted to the Itudy of magic. 

^ YJtf tapfried •walls •with gold ivere pictured 
And jio’wery velvet Jjpread the marble Jlaor-^ 

According to Oforius, 

^ A -The Betel. This is a particular luxury of the eafl. The 

Sndians powder it with the fruit of Areca^ or drunken date tree^ and chew it, 

fwailowing 
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The patriarch Brahmin, foft and flow he rofe, 
Advancing now to lordlv Gama bows, 

And leads him to the throne : in filent ftate 
The monarch’s nod afligns the captain’s feat ; 

The Lufian train in humbler diftance ftand ; 

Silent the monarch eyes the foreign band 
With awful mien j when valiant Gama broke 
The folemn paufe, and thus rnajeflic fockc ; 

From where the crimfou fun of evening laves 
His blazing chariot in the weftern waves, 

I come, the herald of a mighty king. 

And holy vows of lafting friendihip bring 
To thee, O monarch, for refounding fame 
Far to the weft has borne thy princely name. 

All India’s fovereign thou ! nor deem I fue, 

Great as thou art, the humble fuppllant’s due. 

Whate’er from weftern Tagus to the Nile, 

Infpires the monarch’s wifli, the merchant’s toil. 

From where the north-ftar gleams o’er teas of froft, 

To Ethiopia’s utmoft burning coaft, 

Whate’er 

fwallowicg the juice. Its virtues, they fay, preferve the teeth, flrougthcD 
the flomach, and incite to veuery. It is fo efteemed in India, that its ori- 
gin is derived from heaven. Degnjlrl, one of the wives of the ccleftiai ipi- 
rits, carried Ar^onsm^ an Indian, one day to heaven, from whence he ftole 
the hdel^ and planted it on earth. And for this reafon, he who cultures the 
he^el^ ninft, as neceflarjr to its thriving', fteal the flock which he plants. 
The leaf is fo like our common ivy, that fomc Indian ambaUiidors at Lifl^on 
have ufedthe Litter mixed with the Cyprefs apples inftead of the arcca, and 
have faid, that in virtue it was much the fame with the hiclian plant. O’ii* 
divlionarics call the betel, the ballard pepper. 



BOOK V!I. 


THE LUSIAD« 


Wliate’er the fea, whate’er the land beflows. 

In my great monarch’s realm unbounded flows » 
Pleafed thy high grandeur and renown to liearj, 
My ibvereigii offers friendlhip’s bands finccre : 
Mutual he afks them, naked of difguire. 

Then every bounty of the fmiling Ikies 
Shower’d cn his ihore and thine, in mutual flow, 
Shall joyful commerce on each fliore bellow. 

Our might in war, what vancjuifli’d nations fell 
Beneath our fpear, let trembling Afric tell 5 
Survey my floating towers, and let thine ear. 
Dread as it roars, our battle thunder hear. 

If friendfliip then thy honeft wifli explore, 

That dreadful thunder on thy foes fliall roar. 

Our banners o’er the crimfoa field fiiall fweep, 
And our tall navies ride the foamy deep. 

Till not a foe againft thy land fliall rear 
Th’ invading bowfprit, or the hoftiie fpear j 
My king, thy brother, thus thy wars lhall join. 
The glory his, the gainful harveft thine. 

Brave Gama fpake : the pagan king replies, 
From lands which now behold the morning rife, 
While eve’s dim clouds the Indian fky enfold. 
Glorious to us an offer’d league we hold. 

Yet fhall our will in filence reft unknown. 

Till what your land, and who the king you own. 
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Our council deeply weigh. Let joy the while, 

And i / ' ,.-lad featl' the hectlng hours beguile. 

Ah i to ciie wcLiricd mariner, long toft 
O’-jr briny wav \s, how fwcet the long-fought coaft - 
The n.'gnt nov7 darkens ; on the friendly fhore 
Lt’t ihh your we.irieJ ftrength reftore, 

Adlu’ed an anfwer from our lips to bear, 

’Which, not difpleafed, your fovercign lord lliall hear. 
SIorei‘ now we add not — from the hall of ftatc 
Witiidra\.ii, they now approach the regent’.* gate , 

The firnptiious banquet glows , all India’s pride 
Heap’d on the board the royal feaft fuppiied. 

No\ 7 o’er the dew-drops of the eaftern lawn 
Gleamed the pale radiance of the ftar of dawn, 

The valiant Gama on his couch repofed. 

And balmy reft eacli Luftan eye-lid clofed ; 

V7hen the iilgli Carnal, watchful to fulfil 
The cautious mandates of his fovereign’s will^ 

111 fecret converfe widi the Moor retires. 

And, earneft, much of Lufus’ fons enquires ; 

What laws, vdiat holy rites, what monarch fway’d 
The warlike race ? When thus the juft Mozaide : 

The land from whence thefe warriors, well I know, 

(To neighbouring earth my haplefs birth I owe) 

Illuftrious 

^ More fi(nv •zve add wcjf— .The tenor of this firft converiation between the. 
Zamofim and Gansa, is according to the truth of hiilory. 
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liluftrious Spain, along whole vveftern fhores 
Grey-dappled eve the dying twilight pours. — 

A wondrous prophet gave their holy lore. 

The godlike feer a virgin-mother bore, 

Th’ eternal fplrit on the human race, 

So be they taught, bchow’d iiich awful grace. 

In war unmatch’d they rear the trophieu crefl : 

Y/liat ° terrors oft have thriU’d my infant brcait, 

When their brave deeds my wondering faihcrs told ; 

How from the lawns, where cryi'laHiac and cold. 

The Guadiana rolls his murmuring tide ; 
x^nd thofe where, purple by the Tago’s fide. 

The lengthening vineyards glihen o’er the field; 

Their warlike fires my routed ilres expell’d. 

Nor paufed their rage ; the furious feas they braved ; 

Nor loftieft walls, nor caftled mountains faved ; 

Round Afric’s thoufand bays their navies rode. 

And their proud armies o’er our armies trod. 

Nor lefs, let Spain through all her kingdoms own. 

O’er other foes their dauntlefs valour flione : 

Let 


• What terrors oft have thrill'd j::y lifiat Ircafl — Tbc entliufiarm with whicli 
Monzaida, a Moor^ talks of the Portuguel-;, iray perhaps to fome appear 
unnatural. Camoens feemsto he aware of this by j^iving a reafon foj that 
enthufiafm in the 6rft fpecch of Monzaida to Gama : 

Heaven feni you here forjoim great avorl: dhihic^ 

And heaven wfpires my hreajl your f acred tolls to johim 

That this Moor did conceive a great affection for Gama, whofe religion he 
embraced, and to whom he proved of the utmolt fervice, is according to tlic 
truth of 
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Let Gaul confefsj her mountain ramparts wildj 
Nature in vain the hoar Pyrenians piled. 

No foreign lance could e’er their rage reftrain^ 
Unconquer’cl ftill the warrior race remain. 

B'iore would you hear, fecure your care may ti'ufl: 
The anfwer of their lips, fo nobly jufl, 

Confeious of inward worth, of mariners plain, 
Their manly foals the gilded lie difJain. 

Then let thine eyes their lordly might admire. 

And mark the thunder of their arms of fire : 

The fiiore with trembling hears the dreadful Ibund, 
And rampired wails lie fmoaking on the ground. 
Speed to the fleet ; their arts, their prudence weigh, 
How wife in peace, in war how dread, furvey. 

V/ith keen defire the craftful pagan burn’d 5 
Scon as the morn in orient blaze return’d. 

To view the fleet his fplendiJ train prepares ; 

And 110V7 attended by the lordly nayres. 

The fiiore they cover, now the oar-men fweep 
The foamy furface of the azure deep ; 

And now brave Pa ulus gives the friendly hand. 
And high on Gama’s lofty deck they ftand. 

Lriglit to the day the purple fail-cloaths glow, 

Wide to tile ga! the filken enCgns flow j 
The nictiired difplay the warlike ftrife ; 

Lcld feein the heroes as infpired by life. 

Here arm to arm the fingk combat ftrains 
lierc bi.'.ns the battle on the tented plains 


General 
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General and fierce 5 the meeting lances thrufi:. 

And the black bloovl leems fmoaking on the duft. 

With earnefl eyes the wondcv.ng regeii': views 
The pidlured warriors, and their hiftory lues. 

But now the ruddy juice, by Noah ” ibunJ, 

In foaming goblets circled iwifdy round. 

And o’er the deck fwiit rofe the fefeive board ; 

Yet faiiling oft, refrains the Indian lord ; 

His faith forbade with other tribe to join 
The facred meal, efleein’d a rite divine. 

In bold vibrations, thrilling 0:1 the ear. 

The battle founds the Lufian trumpets rear ; 

Loud burft the thunders of the arms of lire. 

Slow round the fails the clouds of fniokc afpire. 

And rolling their dark volumes o’er the day, 

The Lufian war, in dreadful pomp, diiblay. 

In deepeft thought the careful regent weigh’d 
The pomp and po^7C^ at Gama’s nod bewray’d. 

Yet feem’d alone in wonder to behold 
The glorious heroes and the wars half-told 
In fiient poefy — Swift from the board 
High crown’d with wine, uprofe the Indian lord , 

Both 


Vmmmmmmmthe vuiidy julcs Bjf dSfoiilj GcH. ix. 20. Atid Noah began to h ca 

hi^atidman, and he planted a "ohuyard, and he drank of the ivincy &C. 

^ His faith forbade avith other tribe to join 
^be faered mealy efeentd. a rite divine- - 

The opinion of the facrednc{*s of the tabic is very ancient in the eaft. It 
is plainly to be difeovered in the hiftoiy of Abraham and the Hebrew pa- 
triarclis. 
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Both, the bold Gamas, and their generous peer, 

The brave Coello, rofc, prepared to hear. 

Or, ever courteous, give the meet reply : 

Fixt and enquiring was the regent’s eye : 

The warlike image of an hoary lire, 

Whofe name fhall live till earth and time expire. 

His wonder fixt ; and more than human glow’d 
The hero’s look 5 his robes of Grecian mode 5 
A bough, his enfign, in his right he waved, 

A leafy bough But I, fond man depraved I 

Where would I fpeed, as mad’iung in a dream. 

Without your aid, ye nymphs of Tago’s ftream ! 

Or yours, ye dryads of Mondego’s bowers ! 

Without your aid how vain my wearied powers ! 

Long yet and various lies my arduous way 
Through louring tempefes and a boundlefs fea. 

Oh then, propitious, hear your fon implore, 

And guide my velTel to the happy fiiore* 

Ah ! fee how long what per’lous days, what woes 
On many a foreign coaft around me rofe. 

As dragg’d by fortune’s chariot wheels along 
I footh’d my forrows with the warlike fong 5 
Wide ocean’s horrors lengthening now around. 

And now my footfteps trod the hoftile ground 5 

Yet 


* ^Lvarlike fong— Camoens began his Luiiad in Por- 

tugal, almoft the whole of it was written while on the ocean, while in 
Africa, and in India. See his life. 
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Yet amid each clanger of tumultuous war 
Your Luuari heroes ever claim’d my care ; 

As Can ace of old, ore ® ielF-dcrtroy’d, 

One hand the pen, and one the hvord employ’d. 

Degraded now, by poverty abhorr’d, 

The gueft dependent at the lordling’s board : 

Now blcft with ail the wealth fond hope could crave^ 

Soon I beheld that wealth beneath the ' wave 
For ever loft ; myfelf efcaped alone, 

On the wild ftiore, all friendlefs, hopclcfs, thrown 5 
My life, like Judah’s heaven-doom’d king of yorC;, 

Ey miracle prolong’d ; yet not the more 
To end my forrows ; woes fucceeding woes 
Belied my earneft hopes of fweet repofe : 

In place of bays around my brows to flied 
Their facred honours o’er my deftined head 
Foul calumny proclaim’d the fraudful tale, 

And left me mourning in a dreary “jail. 

Such 

* As C«/ww~-DaugIitcr of Eoius. Her father having lhro^vn her inces- 
tuous child to the dogs, feat her a Rvord, with which ihe Oeiv hcricif. In 
Ovid (he writes an epiflie to her hulhand-brother, where Ihe thus dclcnbe*i 
herfeif : 

Dexira tenet calamum^ fsr'tSlinn tcdsi alt’ira ferrum* 

* Soon I beheld that Kvcallh bsnejih the •zrava 
JFor ever lofi »Sej the life of Camoeris. 

My life^ Ube "JudaF s hsa’-^cn-doons d king of yore — Hcsekiah. Sec Ifaiah 
sxxviii, 

“ And Ifi me miirnzng in a dreary jail — ^This, and the whole paragraph from 

Degraded no^v^ by poverty abhor 


alludes 
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Such was the meed, alas ! on me bellow’d, 

Beftow’d by thofe for whom my numbers glow’d, ^ 
By thofe wdio to my toils their laurel honours owed. \ 

Ye gentle nymphs of Tago’s rofy bov/ers, 

Ah, fee what letter’d patron-lords are yours ! 

Dull as the herds that gfji'ze their flowery dales^ 

To them in vain the injuivd mufe bewails : 

No foftering care their barbarous hands bellow^ 

Though to the mufe their fairefl: fame they owe. 

Ah, cold may prove the future prieft of fame 
Taught by my fate : yet will I not dii claim 
Your fmiles, ye mufes of Monadegc’s fliade, 

Be ftiil my deareft joy your kippy aid ! 

And hear my vow : Nor king, nor loftieft peer 
Shall e’er from me the fong of flattery hear ^ 

Nor crafty tyrant, who in oflice reigns. 

Smiles on his king, and binds the land in chains ; 

His king’s worfl foe : nor he whofe raging ire. 

And raging wants, to fliape his coarfe, confpire i 
True to the clamours of the blinded ci*owd, 

Their changeful Proteus, infolent and loud : 

Nor he whofe honeil mien fecures applaufe, 

Grave though he feem, and father of the laws. 

Who, but half-patriot, niggardly denies 
Each other’s merit, and withholds the prize : 

Who 

alludes to his fortunes in India. The iatl|r clrcumfiance relates particu- 
larly to the bafe and inhuman treatment itk received on his return to Goa, 
after his unhappy iliipv^'reck. See his life. - ' 
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Who "" rpurns the mufe^ nor feels the r?.pturcd ftrain, 
Ufelefs by him efteenVJ, and idly vain : 

For him, for tliefo, no wrcatli my hand fliall twine ; 

On ether brows tli' immortal rays {liali ihine : 

For 

*' TVho founts 77} lift: — —Simihrity of condilion rn.s produced firniiaiity 
of fcutimeiit ia C.im6cns and Spenlcr. Jiach was the ornament of his 
coiintiy and of his age; a;ul each was cruelly negle^ed by the men of 
power, who, in truth, were incapable to jr.d.gc of their merit, or to rclilli 
their writings. We have feen fcveral of the irri«flurcs of Cambens on the 
barbarous nobility of Portugal. The hmilar complaints of Spenfer v-lli 
fnew that neglect of genius, however, was not confined to the court of 
Lifbon. 

O grief of griefs; O gall of all good hearts I 
To fee that virtue ihould clcfpifed be 
Of fuch as firft were raifed for virtue’s parts, 

And now broad fpreacUng like an aged tree, 

Let none Ihoot up that nigh them planted he. 

O let not thofeof whom the mufe is fcorned, 

Alive or dead be by the mufe adorned, Ruhts of Titr:* 

It is thought Lord Burleigh, who withheld the bounty intended by queen 
Elizabeth, is here meant. But he is more clearly ftigmatized in thefe re- 
markable lines, where themifery of dependence on court-favour, is painted 
in colours which mufl: recall feveral ftrokes of the Lufiad to the mind of the 
reader. 

Full little knoweft thou that haft not tried. 

What hell ic is, in fuing long to bide ; 

To lofe good days, that might be better Ipent, 

To waftc long nights in penfive clifeontent ; 

To fpeed to-day, to be put back to-znorrow, 

To feed on hope, to pine wiLh fear and forrow : 

To have thy princefs’ grace, yet want her peers; 

To have thy alking, yet wait many years; 

To fret thy foul with erodes and with carts, 

To eat thy heart thro’ comfortlefs defpairs; 

I'o fawn, to crouch, to wail, to ride, to run. 

To fpend, to give, to want, to be undone. — Mt.:her Hitbl/ercts Tale, 

Thefe lines exasperated ftill more the Inelegant, the il’^zei-al Burkigh. 
So true IS the obfervation of Mr. MugliiCs, that, cwz ihu CrU of a mifsriJtle 
man ■v;-vV.w« refenieJas an fffi'oi}*' by him thaj h the occaf’cr, oj lit,:.:. 



Ko wliO tlic path of hoiioui » vcr trod, 

True to his king, his country, and his God, 

On his blch head my bands Ih ill iix the crown 
Y/ovc of tlie deathlefs iaurds of reno-.\ni. 

cnlval of Gama in Indhi^^n fevetaJ parts of the LuHad, the Porti> 
giiefe poet has given ample proof that he could catch the genuine fpirit of 
Konicr and Virgil. The feventh Lullad throughout bears a ilriking re- 
Icn/oiancc to the ieventh and eighth ^neid Much of the action is natu- 
rally the fame ; jT'lneas lands in iud/, ana Gama in India 5 bnt the conduct 
of Camoens, in his maflerly .n ef his gieat rnDdeij partici.laiiy de- 

mands obfervatioii. Had S.au<*js 01 Ovid deferibed t!'- landing or re- 
ception of -®neas, we fliould undoehtedly have been pieieiiLLd with pic- 
tures different from thole of the pencil of Vitgij, Wc ilioiilri have fecn 
much hurtle and fire, and per''^ap> much iinoke and udfe rlignii/. Yet if 
we may judge from the OJylley, Horner, had he wiittcn the iiineid, would 
have written as the Roman poet wrote, would have prefented us with a 
calm majeftic narrative, till c%'e»y circuit llaucc was explained, and then 
wordd have given the concluding hooka of hurry and fire. In this manner 
has Virgil written, and in this manner has Camoens foliow'cd him, as far 
as the difierent nature of his fubje^ w’Ouki adovu In ^'irgil, king Latiuus 
3S informed by prodigies and prophecy of the fate of his kiogdom, and of 
the nevv-lauclcd ftrangcis. JEacas enters l.atium. The dinner on the 
grafs, and the prophecy of fjiniinc turned into a jtrt. lie fends ambarta- 
dors to Lalinus, whoie palace is dwTciibcd, The erabalT) is received in a 
fiiendly manner. Juno, eninged, calls the alTirtance of the fiends, and the 
truce is broken, irlncas, aJ.nonifheJ in a dream, fecks the aid of Evan- 
dcr. The voyage rp the 1 yber, the court of E.ander, and the facrifices 
in wliieh he was emnlo) cd, are particularly deferibed. In all this there is 
nohir.AC of fi:o, no carnert hurry. Tbefe are judicioufly referred for their 
after and proper place. In the fame manner, Camoens lands his hero in 
India ; and tliough in fbme circumttances, the lefemblance to is evi- 
dent, yefc he has followed him as a free imitator, who wasconfeious of his 
own ft'-ength, and not as a copyilK He has not deferved that ihrcv d fatire 
which Elr. Pope, not unjuflly, throws on Virgil himfelf. Had the galley 
** of St'r^.fus been broken, fays he, if the chariot of Euwelus had not been 
« demoiifhed? Or Mnfihus been cafe from the helm, had net the other 
« been thrown from his feat?” In a word, that calm dignity of poetical 
narrative which breathes through the feventh and eighth iEneid, is judici- 
oiiily copied, as moft proper for the fuhjc£t; and with the hand of a mafter 
churadlc'i irtically iullaiacd thro ighoiit the feventh book of the poem wlncb 
celebrates the difeovery of the eaftern world. 

END OE THE SEVENTH BOOK. 
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A N account of the celebrated fe6l of the Brahmins, and an 
enquiry into their theology and philofophy, arc undoubtedly re- 
quifite in the notes of a poem which celebrates the difeovery of 
the eaftern world ; of a poem where their rites and opinions are 
necelTariiy mentioned. To place the fubjedt in the ciearefi: and 
raoft juR view, as far as his abilities will ferve him, is che intoii- 
tion of the tranflator. If he cannot be fo warm in his admiration 
of the religious philofophy of the Plindoos, as fome late writers 
have been, fome circumflances of that philofophy, as deliv^ercd 
by themfelves, it is hoped, will very fully exculpate his cooinefs. 


VOL. n. 
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Eut before we endeavour to trace the religion and philofophy 
of the Brahmins by the lights of antiquity, and the concurrent 
tefeimony of the moit learned travellers v/ho have vifited India 
fince the difeovery of that country by the hero of the Lufiad, it 
v/ill not be improper to pay particular attention to the fyjlematical 
accounts of the dodtrines of the Gentoos, which have lately been 
given to the public by Mr. Holweil and Mr. Dow. A particu- 
lar attention is due to tliefe gentlemen ; each of them brands ai! 
the received accounts of the Gentoos as moit ignorantly fallaci- 
ous, and each of them claims an opportunity of knowledge en- 
joyed by no traveller before himfelf. Each of them has been in 
Afia, in the Eaft India company’s fervice, and each of them af- 
fures us that he has converfed with the moft learned of the 
Brahmins. 

Mr. Hoi well’s fyftem, we have endeavoured with the utmoft 
exaffnefs thus to abridge. It is an allowed truth, (fays he, 
ch. -viii. p. 3.) that there never was yet any fyftem of theology 
broached to mankind, whofe firft profefTors and propagators 
** did not announce its dufceiit from God ; and God forbid we 
Ihouid doubt of, or impeach the divine origin of any of them % 
“ for fuch cuiogium they polHbly ail merited in their primitive 
purity, could they be traced up to that Rate.’^ 

Again in p, 50, “ The religions which manifeRIy carry the 

** divine Ramp of God, are, lirR, that which Bramah was ap- 
pointed to declare to the ancient Hindoos ; fecondly, that law 
“ w'hich Mifs was deRined to deliver to the ancient Hehrenvs ; 
and tliirdiy, that which Chrtf was delegated to preach to the 
latter Jews and Gmitles, or the Pagan world.” 
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The divine ceconomy of thele different revelations is thus ac- 
counted for by our aiiLhor- ** Let us fee how far the fimilitude 
of dotflrines, (p. 72.) preached Srft by Bramah^ and after- 
wards Chr'ijl, at the diilin-fl: period of above 3000 years, cor- 
roborate our conciuflons ; if they mutually fin)port eacliother,, 
it amounts to proof of the authenticity of both. Bramah 
preached the cxiilonce of one only, eternal God, his 
firft created angelic being, Birmah, Bi/inoo^ Sieby and 
Motfajoor ; the pure gofjpel difpenfation teaches one only 
“ ETERNAL GoD, his firfl begottcu of the father Christ ; the 
angelic beings Gabriel^ Michaely and Satariy all thefe corre- 
iponding under different names minutely with each other, in 
their refpedtive dignities, fundlions and chara< 5 lers. Birmah is 
** made prince and governor of all the angelic bands, and the 
occafionai vicegerent of the eternal one ; Chrift is invefted with 
all ponver by the Father ; Birmah is defined to works of 
power and glory, fo is Chrift; Blftnoo to a6ts of benevolence, 
** fo is Gabriel ; Sieb to acls of terror and deftrudlion, fo is 
Michael — Moifafoor is reprefented as a prime angel, and the 
inftigator and leader of the revolt in heaven, fo is the Satan 
of the gofpeL” — After much more in this ftrain our author 
adds, “ It is no violence to faith (p. 80.) if we believe that 
Birmah and ChriR is one and the fame individual coelefbial 
“ being, the firR begotten of the Father, who had moR pro- 
bably appeared at dlferent periods of time, in diftant parts of 
the earth, under various mortal forms of humanity and deno- 
minations.^' — Having thus feen who Birmah is, we now pro- 
ceed to our author^s account of the fcripturcs which he deli- 
f^ered to mankind. Chrifi, he tells us, (p, 80.) Ryled Birmah 
^2 by . 
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by the Eafterns, delivered the great primitive truths to mai7 a* 
his creation : but thefe truths being effaced by time and the in- 
duftrious influence of Satan, a written record became nccciTary, 
and Bramah accordingly gave the Shqftah^ This we are told, 
(ch. iv. p. 12.) was at the beginning of the prefent age (or 
world) when Bramah having affumed the human form, and the 
government of Indoflan, tranflated the Chatah Bhade Shajlah 
from the language of angels, into the Shanfcrit^ a tongue at that 
time uni verf illy known in India. Thefe fcripturesy fays our 
author, (ch. viii. p. 71.) contain, to a moral certainty the ori- 
ginal do»^rines, and terms of re/loration, delivered from God 
iiimfelf by the mouth of his firfh created Birmah to mankind at 
his llrfl creation in the^/v/z of man. And in p. 74, tell us that, 

the mUfton of Chrzji is the ftrongeft confirmation of the authen- 
ticity and divine origin of the Chatah Bhade Shafah of Bramah $ 
the doctrines of both, according to our author, being originally 
the fame* 

W e now proceed to give an account of the ly ftem which Mr. 
H. has laid before the public as the pure and fublime dodlrine of 
the Brahmins, 

God is one ; the creator of all that is ; he governs by a gene- 
ral providence, the refult of fixed principles : it is vain and cri- 
minal to enquire into the nature of his exigence, or by what 
laws he governs. In the fulnefs of time he refolved to partici- 
pate his glory and eifence with beings capable of feeling and 
iharing his beatitude, and of adminiibering to his glory. He 
willed, and they were — ^lie formed them in part of his own eC 
fence; capable of perfe<ftion, but with the powers (as Mr. 

Holwell 
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Holwell terms it) of imperfc6tion, both depending on their vo- 
luntary eledion. God has no prefcience of the a^Tiions of free 
agents, but he knows tlie thought of every being the moment it 
is conceived. He iirfl created Islrmcth j then S'wh and 

Molfafoor^ then all the ranks of angelic beings. He made Bir- 
-mah his vicegerent and prince of all fijirits, whom he put in fub- 
je(Slion under him ; Biilnoo and Sieb were his coadjutors — Over 
every angelic band he placed a chief, Moilkfoor, chief of the 
Srll band, led the fong of praife and adoration to the Creator, and 
the fong of obedience to Birmah, his firft created. Joy com- 
pared the throne of God for millions of years. Envy and jea- 
loufy at laft took polTeiTion of Moififoor, and E.haabon, the an- 
gel next to him in dignity. They withheld their obedience from 
God: denied fubmilTion to his \icegcrent, and drew a great 
part of th-e angelic hoft into their rebellion. God fent Birmah^ 
Blftnoo and Sieh^ to admonifli and perfuade them to return to their 
duty, but this mercy only hardened them. The eternal One 
then commanded Skh to go armed with his omnipotence, to drive 
them from heaven, and plunge them into intenfe darknefs for 
-ever. Here they groaned 426,000,000 years. (See ch. iv. p. 
47, and 1 19.) Birmah^ BifinGO^ Skb^ and the faithful angels 
never ceafod imploring the Eternal One for their pardon and re- 
iloration. By their intercelSon he at length relented. He de- 
clared his gracious intentions, and having given his power to 
Birmah, he retired into himfelf and became invifible to all the 
angelic hoft for the fpace of 5000 years. At the end of this 
period he again appeared, and refuming his throne, propofed the 
creation of the material univerfe, which was to confiil of fifteen 
regions, or planets. In thefe the delinquent fpirits were to be 
ruited to mortal bodies, in which they were to undergo a Hate 

of 
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of puraation5 probation, and purification, and to fufFer natural 
evils, according to the degrees of their original guilt. Blftnoo by 
God’s command creaied the material univerfe, and united the. 
fallen Ipirits to mortal bodies. Eighty-nine tranfmigrations form 
the term of purgation and trial. Eighty-feven of thefe are 
through various animals, according to the original degree of tur- 
pitude. The lefs criminal Ipirits animate bees, finging birds, 
and other innocent creatures ; while thofe of deeper guilt become 
■wolves and tygers. “ And itfiiall be (fays Mr. H.’s verfion of 
that part of the Shq/iS) that when the rebeiiious Dehtah 
(ffirlt) fhall have accompli/hed and pafTed tlirough the eighty- 
feven tranfmigrations, they fhall, from my abundant favour 
(U is the Deity <ufho /peaks J ^ animate a new form; and thou, 
“ Biflnoo^ (halt call it Ghoij (i. e. the Cow.) And it fhall be, 
that when the mortal body of the Ghoij fhall by a natural de- 
cay become inanimate, the delinquent Dehtah fhall, from my 
more abundant favour, animate the form of Mhurd (i. e. 
Man)^ and in this form I will enlarge their intelledtual pow- 
** ers, even as when I firfi: created them free ; and in this form 
fhall be the chief ftate of their trial and probation/’ In the 
nextfentehce the cow is ordered to be deemed facred and holy 

Of 


♦ Mr. H. tells us that when a Cow fuffers death by accident or violence, 
or through the negie<fr of the owner, it is cfteeracd a %n of God’s wrath 
againft the ipirit of the proprietor, and as a \^arnino that at the difloJution 
of his hiiman form, he fliall be obllgevi to imlergo anew all the eighty- 
mne tranfingrations. ** I'leiice it is,* iays Tvli. H. that not only mourn- 
« ing and lamentation enfuc on the violent death of either cow or calf— 
biiL the propiietor is frequently enjoined, and oftner voluntarily under- 
** takes, a three years pilgrimage in expiation of his crime. Foriaking his 
“ friends, family and relations, he iubfifts during his pilgrimage on cha- 

“ lity 
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Of the fifteen planets made for the reception of the rebel fpi- 
nts, feven are called lower, and feven higher than the cnrlh. 
The lower ones are the regions of punifhment and purgation ; 
our earth, the principal feat of probation ; and the higher ones 
are the regions of purification, from whence the approved fpirits 
are again received into the divine prefence in the higheft heaven. 
Mr. HoiwelPs Shaftah fays, that God, although he could not 
forefee the efre 61 of his mercy on the future condinSt of the dc- 
iinquents, yet unwilling to relinquilh the hopes of their rc- 
pentance, he declared his — The principal terms of ac- 

ceptance were, that they fiiould do all good offices to, and love 
one another. Unnatural lull and fe!f-murder are declared as 
crimes for which no more probation ffiail be allowed, but the 
Ipirit who offends in thefe is to be plunged into the Onderahy or 
ktdnfe darknefs for ever. What pity is it that thefe crimes, ag'iinfi: 
which TJd Eternal has Jlact his cunony^ ffioiild be mentioned 
together with the abfurditles which follow I Whatever animal dc- 
ffcroys the mortal form of another, be it that of gnat, bee, cow, 
or man, its fpirit ffiall be plunged into the Onderah for a fpace f , 

and 


rity and aims.—* It is worthy remark, that the penitent thus circumflan- 
« ced ever meets with the deepclt commifcralion, as irs Hate is deemed 
« truly pitiable; two, inftances have fallen \utlr:n our own knowledge where 
the penitents have devoted thcmfclves to the fcrvice of God, and a pilgri- 
“ mage during the term of their life.” 

t « The obvious conllruaion of the mouth and digeflive faeidties of man, 
%s Mr. H. mark him deftined to feed on fruits, herbage and milk.” Ana- 
tomies, however, afiert the very contrary. And the various aiiotnient uf 
food in various countries implies the approbation of nature, in t'.ic ’varmcr 
climates the moil cooling oily fruits, &c, are in the greateft abundance. 
Where colder regions TQqykirQ x\xq nutritive Jiren^th of animal foovl, beeves 
and iheep, &Cp are in the greateft plenty and perfedtion ; and lea fjlh, of 

ail 



24^^ ENQUIRY INTO THE 

and from thence fliall begin anew the cigiity-nine tranfmigrationsj 

notv/ithflanding whatever number it may liavc formerly com-’^ 

plcted. 

The time which the purgation and trial of the rebel Ipirits is to 
continue, is alio iifcertained. It is divided into four Jogues^ 
or ages, which in reality are now creations of the univerfe. 
Three of thefe are pafh — The Sulise Jogue^ or age of truth ^ laft- 
cd 3,200,000 years. In this period the life of man was 
100,000 years. The Tlrta Jogue continued i, 600,000 years, 
in which the life of man conlixled of 10,000 years. The 
n)apaar 'Jogue was fiioitencd to 800,000, and the human life to 
? 000 years. The laft, the Kolee Jogue^ or age of polluiion^ is, 
to expire after a period of 400,000 years. In this, human life 
is reduced to 100 years, and the man is deemed to haften his 
exit who dies under that number. In the prefent A. D. 1777, 
4877 years of this age have only elapfed, and therefore 359 jI 23 
are yet to come. 

When Byinoo propofed the terms of mercy to the fallen Qui- 
nts in the Omhrah^ all, except Llojafcor^ Rhaabon and the other 
leaders of the rebellion, accepted, with the utmoft joy, of the 
divine favour. and his party were permitted to 

range through the earth and the lower regions of punilhment, 
and to continue their tcinptations Bjjlnooy and the other 

good 

ali aliments the ih-irpcft and Iiottefl: in their falls, are profufely thrown 
around the cold iht res of the Noilh. The Gentoos who live folely upon 
rice and vegetables, are of all mankind the fecblcft, moil fhort-lived, and 
pLifillapinions. 

“ Wh.cn we perufe fome portions of Miltons account of the rebellion 
[and eiipulfion of the angf'-s,*’ fays Xvir, H. ** we are almoft led to imagine, 

“ on 
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good angels, petitioned for permiffion to undergo the 89 tranfmi- 
grations, and particularly to become men. It is thefe benevolent 

ipirits. 


“ on comparifon, that jBraf2:ab and lie were both iiifhiiclcd by the fame 
fpirit; had not the foaring, ungovernable, mvL.ntive genius of tlie latter, 
“ iniligated to him toiliuftratc his poem with feenes too grofs and ludicrous, 
** as well as miinifclUy repugnant to, and ineonilQent with, fentiments vve 
“ ought to entertain of an omnipotent being (as before remarked) in which 
vve rather fear he was mrpu*.d by one of thofe malignant fpii its (alluded 
“ to in the ShaHah and elfe where) who have, from th dr original defection, 
“ been the declared enemies of God and man. For however we are afto- 
nilhed and admire the fublimily of Milions genius, we can hardly fomc- 
** times avoid concluding his conceits arc truly diabolical.”— The former 
rtmark Mr. K. i-efcrs to, is, the fuppofition that angels oppofed Cod in 
battle ; any other than an inflant a«it of cjrpulllon being unworthy of om- 
nipotence. Milion, howev^'*, needs no deftiice. In the true fpirit of po- 
t try he onpofes ar»gcl to angi I ; but thefe {irifluies of our author lead us to 
fome obvious obfervativui? on his account of the Gw.'/«o fulcm. God, he 
tells us, previous to the creatu^n, fouglit 5COC years with Muiou and ICyloo ; 
but this is excufed Ly aik^ory, and iheiv arc only dijZord and tumuli ; and an 
inftant act of omnipotence, it feoms, w ns not here nccedary. Arcoiding 
to Mr. H.’s dimne fyllem of the Ge.ilooi, God has no pre'*cieiice of the anions 
of free agents. To fbip the fupreme being of prefcicnce gives a Icvcre 
fliock to reaibn ; and mod afliiredly it is the higheft prefumption in a finite 
mind, to deny an attribute efiential to omnipotence and omnifcicnce, be- 
caufc its confined ideas cannot j: conceive the manner of that attribute’s ope- 
ration. 


^ 'To reconcile the dlidne prcfcience n.vlth the lilerfy of voliivm, has mainly em- 
ployed many phi! fophea, Friednm of choice has been denied y and the grofs impiety of 
fatalifn has by many bee.i adopt, d, to avoid the grofs abfia d:>.y ivhicb ’zvould limit the 
poKvers of the eternal mmi. Tetn',ib:ng, prfiimcy L eafier ihan lo fatisfy doimd 
reafon this fuhjeel. JLct us tcn.cn’ber our i at eUetl'cal ponce-, s are •veiy'^liffiited ; 
let us remember nve cunnoi form the faint f I iiua tf the act of creation, God fuid 
let there be light, and there was light, is an exprefion mof truly fbUmc; but 
it conveys not the leaf idea of the modus hoKvhis povuer either aided upon that ivlAch 
^vas not, or upon that which afterzuai ds WT.S. Tety we hnonv we exip, and that 
Kve did not create ouifelues. In this cafe we reft fatisfied that we canmi coaqirebcnd 
the vtanacr how the Deity ucis. To deny prefcience to omnipotent omnifeience h ]uf as 
rcafonahU' as to deny the creation. As zve t caddy refolve the oncy let as ulfo rejolv: 
the oLhery into an attilbu^e peculiar to the exidencc of the DtHy, Thisfolution is 
not only perfeSlly eafjy but the pow'cr of creation famps the highef authority if ana- 
-'-^y ffthe of her two foLuionsy fatnlifm and negation of divine prtfei-" 

eficcy are founded npotiy cud end in^ the mf impious ubfurdUy* 
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Ipirits, fay the GerUoos, who at different times, under the va- 
rious chara<Eiers of kings, generals, philofbphers, lawgivers and 
prophets, have given ihining examples of fortitude, virtue and 
purity. Many of thefe incarnations took place in the former 
yogues, but in the prefent one they are very rare f ; the good 
angels, however, are permitted invifibly to afEft the penitent, 
and to afford them fupport and protedion. When the 3595 123 

years 


ration. But the groiTeft impiety ftill remains. The reftoratlon of the fal- 
len fpirits, according to Mr. Kolwell’s Gentoo fyftem, flowed not from 
God, He is not there the fountain of mercy. The compalTion of the good 
angels alone produced this divine favour, after the folicitation of 426 mil- 
lions of years. In Milton we have no fuch abfiirdities, no fuch impieties, 
as thefe fuppofitions, and aflertions contain. 

f The devil and his chiefs, according to Mr. H. have often, as well as 
the good angels, taken the human form, and appeared in the character of 
tyrants; and corrupters of morals, ot phllofophers i who, according to Mr. 
H. are tht dtvxisfiifb/u! deputies* The great engines of fatan’s temptati- 
ons, fays Mr. H. (p. 160, ch. viii.) are the life of animal food, and vinous 
and fpirituous potations. To give the devil his due, fays he, it muft in 
“ juftice be acknowledged that the introduftion of thefe two frjl rate voices 
was a mafterpiece of politics in Moifjfior or Saian, who alone was capa- 
ble of w orking fo diabolical a change in rational intelledual beings.’’ 
The fyficm by which fatan effedted this change, fays Mr. H. w'as thus : 
“ He began with the prUfihood, He fuggefled the religious life of animal fa- 
crifices, and of vinous libations. The priefts foon began to taftc, and the 
iaity followed their example. And thefe t’wo vices, fays he, arc the roots 
from which all moral evils fprang, and continue to flourifh in the world.” 
And, indeed, Mr. H. is ferious; nay, he hopes the time is near, when 
animal food will be totally difufed, and very earneftiy he advifes the butch- 
ers to turn bakers ; an occupation, which he aflures them, will be much 
more agreeable to their humanity of difpofition. And here we mufl: remark 
that Mr. H. tells us, “ it is more than probable that Mofes himfelf was the 
very identical fpirit,” deputed “ in an earlier age” to deliver God’s will, 
under the jftile and title of Bramah.” But whence then the bloody facri- 
fices of the Mofaked law ? Why, the anfwer is peifedtly eafy on Mr. H.’s 
feheme — As St. Peter by his fandion to BU and eat corrupted the pure doc- 
trine of Chrijl or Birmah, fo Aaron the high-prieft by his blpody facrifices 
cDirupted the pure dodrine of Mofes or Bramah^ 



BRAHMIN PHILOSOPHY. 


251 

years yet remaining of the prefent Jogue are expired, all the ob- 
durate Ipirits who have not attained the lirfl: region of purification, 
lhall be thrown into the Onckrah for ever. The eight regions of 
probation fhall be then dcltroyed. And when the fpirits in the 
feven planets of purification fhall have attained the higheft hea- 
ven, thefe regions fliall alfo be no more. A long time after this, 
fays the Shqftaby there lhall be another creation, but of what 
kind, or upon what principles the dernul one only knows. 

Such are the terms of fiilvation offered by the Shq/lah as given 
by Mr. Holweil. Almoft innumerable arc the wild, fanciful ac- 
counts of the creation contained in the facred books of India. 
Some of them are moft horridly impure, (See Faria y Soufa^ 
lom. IL p. 4. c. i.) and almofl; ail of them have a whimfical 
meannefs, or groffnefs of idea. The account given by Mr. H. 
as that of the genuine, infpired Shqflah is thus : ‘‘ When tlic 
eternal one firft began his intended new creation of the uni- 
**■ verfe, he was oppofed by two mighty OJfoors [i, giants} 
which proceeded from the *ajax of Brumh (i. e. BirmaJ/% 
ear) ; and their names were Modoo^ and Kytoo^ And the 
** eternal one, contended and fought with Modoo and Kytoo 
five thoufand years ; and he fmote them on his thigh, and 
** they were loft and afifimilatcd with Murto (earth). 

Birmah is then appointed to create, Biflnoo to preferve, and 
Sleh to change or deftroy — ^Mr. H. thus proceeds, ‘‘ And when 
Brum ( Birmah) heard the command, which the mouth of 
the eternal one had uttered, he ftraightways formed a leaf of 
beetle^ and he floated on the beetle leaf over the furface of the 
waters, and the children of Modoo and Kytoo fled from be- 

« fore 
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fore hun, and vaniilied from liis prefcncc : and when the a^i- 
tation of tiic waters had fubildcd by the powers of the ijiirit 
oF Jjr uni f Blflnoo ilralghtVv'ays transfornicd himfelf into 
hoar^ and defeenJing Into the ab} fs of waters, brought up the 
Mar.'o on his tiifics. Then ipontaneoiidy ilTucd from him a 
“ miglity zortoije and a mh^hty faahe^ And Blnnoo put the fnalte 
“ erecc upon the hark of the loitolfe, and placed Murto upon 
tiie hsad of the fnake. And all things were created and 

“ formed by Birniahd’ Mr. Hohvoil informs us, that all this 

is fublinie allegory ; that Modoo and Kyloo lignify difeord and 
confulion ; that the boar is tlie Gentoos fymbol of fli ength ; the 
tortoife, of liability ; and the ferpent, of wifdom. And thus 
the ftrength of God placed wiHom on ftability, and the earth 
upon wifdom. But what the beetle kaf^ and the of Brum's 
ear fignifying, Mr. I“L has not told us. 

As an account of the dodfcriaes of the Brahmins is a necef- 
fary illuffcration of the fe^’^enth Lufiad, fome obfervations on 
their opinions are alfo requihte. ISIr. Hoiweil talks in the high- 
eil terms of thefe philofophers | he calls them a people, who, 
from the carlieft times, have been an ornament to the crea- 
** tion." At the fame time he confe/Tes, that, iinlefs we dive 
“ into the myfteries of their theology, they feem below the level 
of the brute creation." Our iirfl remarks fhall therefore be 
confined to that fyftem which is given by Mr. H. as the pure 
and primary revelation which God gave to the rebellious Ipirits 
by Chrlfl, at that time named BirniaL 

The creation and propagation of the human form, according 
^ to the feriptures of Bramah^ fiiys Mr. H. are clogged with 

na 
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no dijfflcuhies, 710 ludicrous unhitdltgiUe circumjlances^ 01* incoii/ijlen'- 
“ cics, God previoufly conftriKSls mortal bodies of both fexes 

for the reception of the angelic fpirits ^thefe were ail 

doomed to piifs tlirough many fuccefiive tranfmigrations in the 
mortal prifons, as a fcatc of pimimment and purgation, before 
“ tihcy received the grace of animating the human form, wlii'ch 
“ is their chief llate of probation and triai/^ This, however, 
without hefitation, (the reader, v/e fear, will iiiiile at the pains 
we take,) we will venture to call highly uni>hilofophicaL Na- 
ture has made almoft die whole creation of fiilits to feed upon 
each other. Their purgation therefore is only a mock trial ; for, 
according to Mr. PI. whatever being deftroys a mortal body 
muft begin its tranfmigrations anew ; and thus the fpirits of the 
lilhes w^ould be juil where they were, though milUons of the 
four jegues w^ere repeated. Mr. H. is at great pains to foive the 
reafon why the fiihes were not drowned at the general deluge, 
when every other Ipecics of animals fuffered death. The only 
reafon for it, he fays, is that they were more favoured of God, 
as more Innocent. Why then are thefe lefs guilty IJiirits united 
to bodicG whofc natural inflinft precludes them the very pollibi- 
iity of falvation. There is not a bird perhaps but eats cccafi- 
onaily infcccs and reptiles. Even the Indian phiiofoplier hirafelF, 
who lets vermin overrun him, who carefully fwerps his path ere 
he tread upon it, left he Ihould diilodge the foul 01 an iufcvfi:, and 
who covers his mouth with a cloth, icH he moulifuck in a gnat 
with his breath ; even he, in every fiiiad Vvliirli he eats, and in 
every cup of water w^hich he drinks, caufes the death of innu- 
merable living creatures. His falvaiion, therefore, according 

to Mr. H.’s Gentoo fyilem, is as impoilibie as that of tlie ffiies. 

i^or 
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Nor need we fcruple to pronounce the purgation of fpirits, bj 

pafling through brutal forms, as ludicroujly unintelligible. The 

young of every animal has mofh innocence. An old vicious 

ram has made a ilrange retrograde purgation, when we confider 

that he was once a lamb, the mild eft and moft innocent of 

creatures. 

The attentive reader, no doubt, lias ere now been apt to en- 
quire, how is the perfon and revelation of Chrijl and of Blrmah 
one and the fame. Mr. H. thus folvcs the difficulty : the doc- 
trine of Chrift, as it is delivered to us, is totally corrupted. 
Age after age has disfigured it. Even the moft ancient record 
of its hiftory, the N. T. is grofsly corrupted. St, Paul by his 
reveries y as Mr. H. fays, and St. Peter by his fandlion to Ull 
md eat^ began this woeful declenfion, and perverfion of the 
dodtrines of Chrijl, 

A traveller, fays Mr. H. who deferibes the religious tenets of 
any nation, but does not dive into the myfteries of their theo- 
logy, difhoneftly impofes his own reveries on the v/orld, and 

does the greateft injury and violence to letters and the caufe of 
“ humanity.” And here it muft be again repeated, that Mr. 
H. affiires us, that he received his inftrudtions from fome of the 
moft learned Brahmins, an opportunity which he deems fupc- 
rior to whatever had been enjoyed by any former enquirer. 

A few years after Mr, HolwelPs treatifes were given to the 
public, Mr. Dow, who had alfo been in India, publiflicd alfo his 
account of the religion and philofophy of the Brahmins. The 

fuperior 
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fuperior opportunities of knowledge enjoyed by Mr. Dow are thus 
mentioned by himfeif. 

Talking of the whole body of modern travellers, he fays, 
“ They have prejudiced Europe againlt the Brahmins, and by a 
very unfair account, have thrown dilgrace upon a fyllem of re- 
iigion and philofophy which they did hy m 7neans inveftigate-^^ 
After this he tells us, (Divert, p. xxii.) “ that converfmg hy 
accident one day with a noble and learned Brahmin, he per- 
ceived the error of Europeans 5 and having refolved to acquire 
fome knowledge of the Shanfcrita language, the grand repofi- 
‘‘ tory of the religion, philofophy, and hiftory of the Hindoos, 
“ his noble friend the Brahmin procured him a pundit {ot teacher ) 
from the univerfity of Benaris^ well verfed in the Shanfcrita^ 

and mailer of all the knowledge of that learned body.’’ - 

Mr. Dow however, confeiTes, that he had not time to acquire 
the Shanfcrita 5 but his pundit, he fays, procured fome of the 
principal Shajlers^ and explained to him as many pafTages of 
thofe curious books, as ferved to give him d, general idts. of the 
dodrine which they contain/^ 

Such an opportunity of fuperior knowledge as this, is certainly 
Jingular. But though it is thus confeiTedly partial^ and entirely 
dependent on the truth of his pundit, the claims of authenticity 

aileged by other travellers (p. xxxvii.) are thus reprobated 

They affirm, that they derived their information from the 
Hindoos themfeives. This may be the cafe, but they certainly 
“ converged upon that fubject only with the inferior tribes, or 
with the unlearned part of the Brahmins ; and it would be as 
ridiculous to hope for a true ftate of the religion and philofo- 

** phy 
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phy of the Hhidoos from thofe illiterate caEs, as it would bej 
in a Mahomuiedun in Lor-ition, to rely upon the accounts of a 
“ parifh beadle, concerning the moil: abErufe points of the chrlC* 
tian faith ; or, to form his opinion of the principles of the 
Newtonian phiiofoph}'-, from a converfation with an Englifh 
carman.” 

Pliiving thus eEablifhed his own authority, our author pro- 
ceeds to a view of the religion and philofophy of the Brahmiiis- 
But liere it is proper to obferve, that having mentioned Mn 
Hoi well, Mr. Dow informs his reader, that he ^^Jinds hlmfelf 
obliged to d'ljfer almojl in every particular^ concerning the religion 
of the Hindoos^ from that gentleman 

The Bcdang or facred book of the Brahmins, fays Mr. Dow, 
conttiins various accounts of the creation, one philofophical, the 
others ailegoricaL The philofopliical one is contained in a dia- 
logue between Brimha and his fon Karud, God is here thus 
defined, “ Being immaterial, he is above all conception ; being 
invifible he can have no form ; but from what we behold in his 
** works, \ve may conclude that he is eternal, omnipotent, know- 
ing ail things, and prefciit every where.” This, Mr. Dow in- 
forms us in a note, is literally tranflated, and, ** whether we, fays 
“ he, who profefs ChriEianity, and call the Hindoos by the de- 
“ tcEabic names of pagans and idolaters, have higher ideas of the 
fiipreme divinity, we fliali leave to the unprejudiced reader to 
“ determine.” Yet furely God is not above all conception. Nor 
is his invifibility to his creatures a philofophical proof that he can 
have no form. 


Narud^s 
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Naraci’s enquiries into thc^naLure of tiie foui or inteiiecfl:, are 
thus anAvered : — It is a portion of the gjieat soul, breathed 
into ail creatures to iininvate them for a certain time ; after death 
It either animates other bodies, or is aoLM'bcd into the divine eA 
fence. The v/lcked are not ac death difeng.^ged from the ele- 
ments, but cioathed with bodies of lire, air, See. and for a time 
are piiniflied in hell; and the good are abforbed “ in a participa- 
tion of the divine nature, where ail pafTions are utterly un- 
known, and where confeioufnefs is loft in blifsd^ Mr. Dow 
confelTes that a Rate of un confeioufnefs is in fadi: the fame with 
annihilation ; and indeed it is, though he fays that the Shafter 
Jeems here to imply a kind of delirium of joyf’ By this unin- 
telligible fublimity we are put in mind of feme of the reveries of 
a Shafteibury or a Malebranche, and that wild imaginations are 
the growth of every country, 

Narud then enquires into the continuance and diffolution of the 
%vorld. And here we have a legend much the fame with Mr* 
HoIwelPs four jogues or ages ; after which the world lhall be de- 
flroyed by lire, matter be annihilated, and God exift alone. Our 
year, according to the Bralimins, fays Mr. Dow, makes one pla- 
netary day. The firft or age of truth contained four, the fe- 
cond three, the third two, and the prefect jng^ or age of pollution^ 
is to contain one tlioufand of thefc planetary years. According 
to Mr. Dow, at the end of tliefe periods, there is not only a diA 
folution of all things, but between the dilTolutions and renovations 
of the world, a period of 3,720,000 of our years. In the note 
on the Ptolemaic fyRem in Luliad X. we t'ruR we have invefti- 
gated the fource of thefc various ages of tlie Brahmins, and traced 
the origin of that idea into a natural planetary appearance. 

S Ift 
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In Mn Dow^s, or rather his Piindli^s tranflation of the lacrcd 
Shafter, we have the following account of the creation. It is 
contained in what our author, p. xlvi. calls the pJ)iloffjpbkal cafe^ 
chtfnu Narud enquires, How did God create the world ? and 
is anfwered ; AfFedion dwelt with God, from all eternity. It 
w^as of three different kinds, the creative, the prefcrving, and 
the deftrudive. The fivft is rcprefented by Brlmha^ the fecond 
** by Bi/heny and the third by Shihah. You, O Narud, arc taught 
to worfbip all the three, in various fhapes and likeneffes, as the 
creator, the preferver, and the dellroyer. The aftedion of 
God then produced power, and power, at a proper conjundion 
^ of time and fate, embraced goodnefs, and produced matter. 

The three qualities then ading upon matter, produced the uni- 
« verfe in the following manner : From the oppofite adions of 
the creative and deftrudive quality in matter, felf-motion firft 
arofe. Self-motion was of three kinds 5 the firft inclining to 
plafticity, the fecond to difeord, and the third to reft. The 
difeordant adions then produced the akafh, which invifible 
element polTcrcd the quality of conveying foand 5 it produced 
air, a palpable element ; fire, a vlfiblc element ; water, a fluid 
“ element ; and earth, a foiid element/^ 

Such is thz phtlofophica! cofmogony, placed by Mr. Dow, but 
for what reafon we cannot difeover, in oppofttion to the allegorical 
accounts which the Brahmins give of the creation. 

The Shafters, according to Mr. Dow, are divided into four 
bedas, (i. e. the hhades of Mr. H.} The firft, he fays, treats 
principally of the fcience of divination ; the fecond, of religious 
and moral duties ; the third, of the rites of religion, facrifices, 

penances, 
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penances, &c. and the fourth, of the knowledge of the good being, 
and contains the whole fcience of theology and metaphyCcal phi- 
iofophy. 

And thus the Brahmins avow, and their facred books contain, 
that moH defpicabie of ail pretenfions to learning, judicial aftro- 
logy ; that mother of fuperftidon in every country, that engine 
of viilany, by which the philofophers of India, and the gypfies of 
England, impofe on the credulous and ignorant. When a, 
child is born, fays Mr. Dow, p. xxxiii. fome of the Brahmins 
are called ; they pretend, from the Iiorofcope of his nativity, 
to foretell his future fortune, by means of feme aftroioglcai ta- 
bles of which they arc poflcfTcd.^^ They then t!e a Itring, 
called the zinar, round his neck, which all the Kindoos wear, 
fays our author, by way of charm or amulet. 

That the Gentoos are divided' into two great fefl::'; is confeiTed, 
though differently accounted for, by both Mr. Hoi well and Mr. 
Dow. By the latter they are diilinguifhod as the followers of 
the Bedang, the moff ancient ; and the Neadirfen^ a later Shajler, 
This, which by its followers is held as facred, is faid to have been 
written, fays our author, by a “ philofopher, called Goutam, near 
400 years ago.” As a fpecimen of this moft abffrufe meta- 
phylician, take the following : — Five things muft of necelHty be 
eternal, firil, the ph^rim atllmoy or the great foul^ which is imma- 
terial, omnifeient, &c. the fecond, the jive attima^ or the vital fouli 
the third, time or duration ; the fourth, {pace or extendon ; the 
fifth, the akafh, or heavenly element, which fills up the vacuum 
or Ipace, and is compounded of purmans or q^uantities infinitely 

S 2 final], 



3t6o ENQUIRY INTO THE 

fmall, indivifiblc, and perpetual. God, fays he, can neither 
make nor annihilate ihefe atoms, on account of the love which* 
he bears to them, and the necefTity of their exigence ; but they 
are in other refpccls totally fubfervient to his pleafure.” 

Not to be tedious, v/e fnal! only look into this metaphyhcal la- 
byrinthr Goutam fuppofes the vital foul is material, fays Mr. D* 
by giving it the follow’ing properties, numher^ quantity, motion,, 
contraction, extenfion, SvifibXij, perception, pleafurc, pain, de- 
fire, avcrlion, accident and pov/cr. How Mr. D- difeo-vers that 
Goutam fuppofes perception, delirc. See. as the charaAeriftics of 
matter, w^e know not ; neither can we conceive the number, quan-‘ 
Ufy, cr dWtfibihy of a Vinnng foul. The akalh, or atoms, which 
God can neither make nor deftroy, were formed by him into the 
feeds of all produ<5tions, when jvoe atilma, or the vital foul alTo- 
ciating with them, animals and plants were produced. And thus 
the greatell ad of crccitlon is aferibed to jive aitima, a principle 
or quality which God did not produce. The fame vital foul, 
fays Goutam, which before affociated with the atom of an animal, 
may afterwards affociate with the atom of a man 5 ’^ the fuperiority 
of man confining only in his finer organization. The follow- 
ers of the Bedang,” fays Mr. Dow, ‘‘ affirm, that there is no 
foul in the univerfe but God j the fed of Neadirfen drenuoufiy 
hold that there is, as they cannot conceive that God can be 
“ fubjed to fuch affedions and paffions as they feel in their own 
** minds, or that he can poffibiy have a propenfity to evil.’^ That 
is, in plain w 6 rds, fome do, and fome do not, think themfelves to 
be God. Wherefore, according to Goutam, the author of the 
humbler fed, the vital foul is tlie fource of evil, and is of neceffity, 

coeternal 
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coetcrno.1 \/i:h tlie eternal mind. But the necejjiiy of the cocter- 
inity of the n:^ho.l feJ, is as unph:lc)fophical, we apprehend, as the 
mviCh-fiiperhr agency aferihed to it by Goutam, in the work of 
•creation, is blafphemous and abiard. Yet Mr. D. has tuid us, 
p. jxxvi. that the Hindoo doclnnc, while it teaches the I'urefl 
morals, is lyflematicaliy fornie'il on pliiloiophical opinions. 

Goutam, fays Mr. Dow, admits a particular providence. But, 
though lie cannot deny the polHbiiity of its exiftence,” fays our 
author, ** without divefling God of his omnipotence, he fiippofes 
that the Deity never exerts that power, but that he remains in 
eternal refl, taking no concern, neither in human affairs, nor in 
“ the coiirfe of the operations of nat\ired* 

This may be called philofopby, but furely this article in the 
creed of Goutam, is incompatible with the idea of religion, the 
phiiofophical definition of which is certainly thus .* A filial depen* 
dence on the Creator^ fmiJar to that of a child zoho fmeerdy fivijhes 
io render hlmjelf acceptable to his father* 

** The learned Brahmins, fays Dow, with one voice, deny 
the exifcence of inferior divinities. Their polytheifra is only 
“ a fymbolical worfhip of the divine attributes, and it is much to 
be doubted, whether the want of revelation and philofophy, 
thofe neceffary purifiers of religion, ever involved any nation 
in grofs idolatry, as many ignorant %ealots have pretended.’ ' 
. , . . Under the name of Briniha, they worfhip the 

wifdom and creative power of God; under the appellation of 
Bifhen, his providential and preferving quality ; and under that 
of Shibah, that attribute which tends to deflroy.” 


Shibah, 



362 ENQUIR.Y INTO THE 

Shibah, lays the fame author, among many others, is known 
by the names of MahoilTur, the Great Daemon ; Bamdebo, the 
Frightfal Spirit ; and Mohilla, the Deftroyer/^ 

The fame authoiity alfo informs us, that they ere6t temples to 
Graneih, or Policy, whom they worfliip at the commencement 
of any delign, reprefented with the head of an elephant with 
only one tooth; That they have many figm*ative images of 
Brahma, one of which reprefents him riding on a goofe, the em- 
blem of f mplicity among the Hindoos : That they worfhip Kar- 
tic, or Fame ; Cohere, or Vfeaith ; Soorage, or the Sun; Chun- 
der, or the Moon ; the deities of water, fire, &c. befides an in- 
numerable herd of local divinities. In another place, our author 
confeifes that there are two religious fe<51:s in India : “ The one, 
fays he, look up to the divinity through the medium of reafon 
and philofophy ; while the others receive as an article of their 
belief, every holy legend and allegory which have been tranf* 
inicted down from antiquity.’’ He confeffes alfo, the grolfnefs 
Oi ihe vulgar of aii countries, who cannot comprehend abffcradl 
fr.Ljeccs. Niiy, he ia^s, it cannot he denied, p. xlix. but that the 
moi’c igiiciunt Hindoos do oelieve in the exigence of their infe- 
rior div ’ in the fame manner that Chriftians do in angels.” 
Yet, aio.'g with all this, Mr. D. is feveral times offended with the 
chnrge of idolatry brought againft the Brahmins. Fearlefs, 
however, of the name of ignorant zealot ^ wc wdll not fcruple to 
affert, that the refn jd opinions of a veiy few, ought by no means 
to fix the cliaratTtcrifdc of the religion of any country. To call 
the obvious idolatry of India only a fymbolical worfhip of the 
Divine attributes, is only to prefent to us a fpecious fhadow which 
' will 
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ifviil difperle and evaniili^i as fbon as the of juft examination 

Ji'anes upon it. 

That the poiytheifm of Egypt* the worihip of dogs, crocodiles;, 
and onions, was only a fyniboiicai worfliip of the divine attii- 
bates, has been often faid, and with equal jiiHicc. For our part 
we can diftinguifh no difference between the worfliip of Janus 
with two faces, or of Brahma with four. The phiiofophers of 
Rome were as able to allegorife as thofe of India. The apology 
for the idolatry of the Brahmins is applicable to that of e^ ery na- 
tion, and, as an argument, falls nothing fhort of that of a learned 
Arab, who about the eievendi century, wrote a treatife to prove 
that there never was fuch a thing as idolatry in the world ; for, 
every man, he faid, intended to worfhip fome attribute of the divt- 
idty, which he believed to rellde in his idol. 


ISJor is a fentiment of Mr. Dow inapplicable to this : Let us 
reft affured, fays he, that whatever the exlernal ceretnonles of re- 
‘‘ ligion may be, the feif-fame infinite Being is the objed of uni- 
verfal adoration.” Yet whatever the metaphyfician may think 
<5f this ingenious refinement, the moral philofopher will be little 
pleafed with it, when he confiders that the vulgar, that is, ninety- 
nine of every hundred, are utterly incapable of pradifing their 
idolatry, according to tliis philofophicai definition. That the 
learned Brahmins with one voice affert there is but one fupreme 
God, has been acknowledged by aimoft all modern travellers. 
Xavier himfeif confeffes this. But be their hidden religion what 
h will, the Brahmins, • in public, worfhip and teach the worfhip 
idols. To give an account both of the popular, and what is 

called 
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called the philofophicai reli^^ioa of India, is the purpofc of 
eiluy. To ahflrat^t oarvic^t', therefore, from the popular pra6>icf- 
of the countiy, and to indulge the fpirit of encomium on the en- 
larged tenets of the learned few, is juil; the fame as if a traveller 
fhouid tell us there is no popery at Rome, or that the divine mif- 
lion of Mohammed is denied at Conflantinople ; becaiife at the 
one place he converfed with a dciilical bilhop, or at the other 
v/iLh a philofophical mufti. Howe'.er pleafcd, therefore, the 
naetaphyfician may be with ingenious refinement, the moralill 
will confider, tliat the qiieftion is not, ho\v the pliilofopher may 
refine upon any fyiiem, bat how the people will, of confequence, 
pradtife under its infiuence. And on this view alone, he will 
pronounce It repiehenfiblc or commendable. That the religion 
of the Brahmins is highly reprehenfible, every moraiiH muft 
allow, when he confiders, that the mofi: un\vorthy ideas of the 
divinity, ideas dcilrudfive of morality, naturally arife from idol 
worlhip ; and the vulgar, it is every where confeiTed, cannot 
avoid the abufe. What can he think of the piety of a poor fu- 
perftitious Indian, when he worfliips the great dasmon, the de- 
ftroyer, and frightful fpirit ? Does he love what he worfliips ? 
And can piety exiil where the objedt of adoration is hated ? 
Nor can we Hop here : The futility of our refined apology for 
idolatry will Rill appear in a Rronger light. What will the de- 
finition avail in the balance of morality, when all the inhuman, 
impure, and immoral rites of idolatry are laid in the other fcaie ? 
PaJeRine, Tyre, and Carthage, made their children pafs 
through the fire unto Moloch and human facrifices have 
prevailed at one time or other in every land. The human fa- 
crifices of Mexico, (of which, fee the introdudtion ) afford the 

moft 
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vnoft dreadful examine of humaa depravity. Yet the Mexi- 
cans in this moit detcftable, moil cuminai lupeiflitlon, in iheir 
o^tun ‘wajy v/orfhipped God. No phiiofophcrs ever entertained 
fubiimer ideas of the divinity, and of the human foul, than the 
ancient druids. Yet what fliail we think of the Wider Mati ! 
A gigantic figure ; the body, each leg and arm was a maft, to 
which an hundred or more human \i 6 tims were bound with 
wicker. When theie was a deficiency of makfafeors or pri- 
foners of war, the innocent helplefs were feized, that the horrid 
facrifice might be complete. When all the rites were performed, 
the fublime druids gave the hecatomb to the flames, as an of- 
fering grateful to their gods, as the moR acceptable infurance 
of the divine proteflion In the moR pollfned ages of ancient 
Greece and Rome, the rites of religion were often highly im- 
moral, bafely iinptire. To mention any particular would be an 
infult to the fcholar. Impurities which make the blood recoil, 
which, like Swift make one deteR the Taboo fpccies, are a part 
of the religious externals of many barbarous tribes. A cita- 
tation from Baumgarten’s Travels, as (quoted by Mr. Locke, 
here offers ilfelf. Infuper flindum ilium, quern eo loco {in 
“ "vidimus, publicitus apprime commendari, eum efle 

hominem 


^ Kad thr gicat author of Lho Paradifo LoH:, {•ontiiived the vilions of 
the ekventhj in plaee of the far inferiur narraliveof ihe tweifLh bool' , 
what a dreadful difplay of the confequences of his difobedicnee ndghtthc 
angel have given to Adam, had he pretented him with a view oi the hot i id 
facrifices of JMcxico, or the Wicker Man ? What liorror mufl the parent of 
mankind have fell, had Michael fhewed him his advcrfaiy, Icatcd on 

a neighbouring mountain, delighted with the yells and tlic lb am of these 
torribie hecatombs. But udiat even deeper boiTor mull Adam ha-.e felt, 
had the devil conjured up a philofopher to defire him to “ rtjJ o//; rrJ th/rt 
‘whatever the external ceremonies of rdlgion may hc^ the Jclf-fame in'nik hein^ 
w the objr.B of aaivcrfil adoration,^* 
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hoxiiinem fandtum, di vinum a integritate praecipuum ; eo quodo 
nec fcemiparum unquam nec pucrorum, fed tantummodo 
afcilarum concubi'^or atqae D:cency will allow 

no tranfaticii of this. Li a word, where idolatry is praftifcd, 
whether in the churches of Home? or the -.cmples of Brahma, 
xhe cojifiquc'jices are felt, and a rcmsdy \i wanted : the vulgar 
are grofs idolaters 5 the wifer part fee tue cheat, and, as the 
human mind has a woeful pfopeiifo to o^^erfbep the goldm mean^ 
they become almofc indiiterent to every tie of religion. 

Though Mr. Hcivrell and Mr. Dow mofc effentially difagrec 
in their fyliems of Indian philoicphy, yet they moft cordially 
coincide in their opinion of the high antiquity and unadulte- 
rated famcnefs of ihc Gentoo philofophy and religion, an an- 
tiquity and fainenefs to winch -they aferibe about 4000 years. 
Confeious that the accounts which tire Greek and Roman wri- 
ters have given of the Brachmauesy raofl effectually refute this 
famcnefs t LJi'* H. denies the authority of thefe authors, though 
he acknowledges the invafion of Alexander. His reafons are 
thefe : 

The Greek and Latin conferuflion and termination of the 
names and jdaces, of the princes and kingdoms of Indojlan^ faid 
by Alexander*^ hiiborians to be conquered by him, bear not 
the leajft analogy or idiom of the Gentoo language, either 
ancient or modern.’^ Vid. c. iv. p. 3. 

But if this will prove what Mr. PL intends, the Greeks 
and Romans were unacquainted with the opinions of every na- 
tion they vifited, for they always gave their own idiomatic con- 

ftruiflion 
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iI:ru< 51 :ion and termination to the proper names of every place 
where they came- 

Mr, H. denies that Porus ever cxifted. The Gentoo annals, 
he fays, maize not the leafl mention of him, Canidens, how- 
ever, who lived many years in the eaft, and was no duped en- 
quirer^ affures us (Luf. VII.) tliat the warlike kingdom of 
Cambaya claimed Porus. And Ferifhta’s Hiftory of Hin- 
doftan, as tranflated by Mr, Dow, tells us that Foor^ the father 
of Porus y was overthrown and killed in battle, by Alexander, 

Mr. H.’s third and laft argument, is the fhortnefs’ of time 
employed in yllexanderh expedition, and the vail: diffeuky of 
acquiring the Gentoo tongue, Can it be poflibly believed, 
“ fays he, that any of Alexanders followers could in this Ihoit 
Ipace acquire fi:ch pcrfedlion in the Gentoo language, as 
could enable them juftly to tranfmit down the religious lykein 
of a nation with whom they can fcarccly be faid to have had 
any communication.’’ 

But Mr. H. ought to have known, that the Greeks were 
well acquainted with the Perflc, and the Perfians with the In- 
dian language ; and that Alexander found many thoufands in 
the eafb who talked Greek, who were the defeendants of thole 
bands of invalids who had been left by Xenophon. And that, 
thus Alexander’s followers had, from thefc various and nume- 
•rous interpreters, the bell opportunity, perhaps, which ever exi- 
ifted, of acquainting themfelves with the Indian philofophy. 
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Having thus proved that fome credit is due to the ancientSj 
we proceed to the \cinous accounts they have given, in which 
v/e iiope tiie credible will eaiily be diftinguifiied, fiom the mif- 
apprehended and faluilous. Pliny talks of men in India with 
dogs heads ; others with only one leg, yet Achillefes for fwift- 
nefs of foot ; of a nation of pigmies ; of Tome who lived by 
the fmell ; of tribes who had only one eye in their forehead ; 
and of foine whofe ears hung down to the ground. 

Ctefms^ as cited by Photlus^ talks in the fame ftilc, of foun- 
tains of liquid gold, and of men with tails in India. Even in 
Horace’s time it appears, that tlie faith of Indian travellers "was 
proverbial : 

loca fahulofus 

Liimhlt Hydtfpes* 

Yet we ought to remember, tliat Fernando Alarchon^ a Spa- 
oiih voyager of undoubted credit, faw men with tails on the 
coaft of California | and that feveral others have fecn men with 
dogs heads. But let not a certain living author rejoice in 
Alarchon*s authority, as a proof of the truth of his opinion, 
tint the human form had originally the appendix of a pofterior 
tail ; for Alarchon tells us, that the tails which he faw, were 
difcovcred to be fi^ftidous. And we are alfb alTurcd, diat the 
dog-hcaded men were found to wear vizards. The Indian 
fountains of gold will alfo be found a very eafy, though igno- 
rant error. We need only to fuppofc, that the Indian legends 
of worlds made of hlver and gold, with fountains of milk and 
oil, were miltaken for the natural hiflory of India. 


If 
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If thefe wild tales of Pliny and others, the mifapprehenlions 
of weak and ignorant trarellevs, have diferedited the authority 
of the ancients ; other circumilances will prove their better iii- 
timacy with the Indian opinions and manners. 

All the ancients * concur in their accounts of the dread- 
ful penances of the Brachmanes ; thefe they fay, confiit of 
fitting naked in all changes of weather, of moil painful pof- 
tures, of fixing the eye all day unalterably on the fun or fome 
other objedt ; with feveral other circumftances, which are all 
moft literally confirmed by every modern traveller who has 
7/ritten of thefe philofophers. 

The metempfyehofis of the Indians was alfo well known to 
the ancients. All the Gentoo legends mentioned by the an- 
cients, are in the fame wild ipirit, and fome even the fame in 
circumftances, with thofe acknowledged by Holwell and Dow. 
Calanus, celebrated by the hiftorians of Alexander, told One- 
ficritus the philofopher, fays Strabo, that there had been a 
world of gold, where the fountains ftreamed with milk, honey, 
wine and oil ; and where the wheat was as plentiful as duft. 
But that God, in punifhment of human wickednefs, had altered 
it, and had impofed a life of labour and mifery on men. Onefi- 
critus was defirous to hear more ; but a Brahmin penance was 
impofed by Calanus as the condition, and the Greek philofo- 
pher was contented with what he had heard. 

Here 

* See Cic. Tufe. Qpeft, 1. 5 , and all Alexander’s hiftorians. Piin. 1. vii. c. 
Alfo Clemens Alexandrinus, Strom. 1. 3 . Jerome, and other fathers aifo- 
yfteii mentions thefe penances. 
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Her^ we have indubitable proof that the ancients were well 
acq^uainted with the Indian philofophcrs. Jerome, (Adv. Jo- 
vian* 1 . I.) mentions not only the burning of widows, but their 
ardent defire of giving this teftimony of affedtion. This 
cuftom kill continues as a rite performed upon ptinctple, but 
the felf-niurder of the Brahmin philofophers is not now, as for- 
merly, by fire ; or - at all common : yet we have the concur- 
rent teftimony of the ancients, that on the approach of difeafe, 
the infirmities of age, and even in the mere dread of calamity, 
the Indian upon principle, made his exit in the flames. Cicero, 
Tufe. Queft. 1 . 5* And Lucan, L 3. mention this cuftom as 
univerfaily known* 

Several' ambaffadors were fent by a king of India, a king of 
fix hundred kings, to Auguftiis Casfar* (Sueton. c. 21.) One 
of thefe, a Brahmin philofopher, burned himfcif at Athens. 
His life had been extremely prolj)erous, and he took this 
method, he fiiid, to prevent a reverie of fortune. Amid a 
great concourfe of people, he entered the fire naked, anointed, 
and laughing. The epitaph which he defired might be in- 
feribed on his tomb, was, Here refls Xormanochagas^ the 
Indian of Bargofa, who, according to the cujlom of his coun- 
try, made himfelf immortal.’’ And it was on the advances 
of a diftemper, that Calanus amufed Alexander with this ex- 
hibition of Indian philofophy. And from hence we have cer- 
tain proof that the cufiioms of the Brahmins have underwent 
moft confiderable alterations. This will farther appear by the 
teftimony which antiquity gives of the fimplicity of their wor- 
fhip. The Indians who had any idols, are mentioned by -he 

ancients 
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ancients as few in number a.-d orors bp-rbarians. The Brach- 
manes on the concniry^ are comniciidf‘d for the (imj-jiicity of 
their worflilpo Tne liiborions philofophcr Porphyry, though 
polTeircd of aii the knowledge of './b ogc, though he mentions 
tlicir ine^-empryc’iofs and penances, has not a word of any of 
their idols, or rhe legends of Brahma or his brothers. On the 
contrary, be reprcihnts their woifnip as extremely pure and 
finiple. Strabo’s account of them is fimiiar. And Eufebius 
has alTured us they v/ordiipped no images f • 

"With thefe weiglity evidences of the '^■nnciphd feK-murderj, 
and limplicity of the worflilp of the Brachmams^ antiquity 
clofes her account of thefe philofophers. Eufebius lived in 
the fourth century ; i>ama at the end of the fifteenth, and 
thofe who followed him in the beginning of the llxteenth, found 
their innumerable temples filled with innumerable idols of the 
mofi: horrid figures. The adoration of thefe was fo complex 
and various, and their religious rites fo multiplied, that, as Mi% 
Hoi well confefies, a prieit became necefiliry in every family. 
The wild abfurdities of the Arabian Nights Entertainments, 
fall infinitely fhort of thofe of the innumerable mythological 
legends of India ; and human depravity, in no quarter of the 
globe, ever produced fuch deteilabie fifeions of impurity, as are 
contained in the legendary hiftories of the deities of the 
Brahmins. 

Camcens, 

+ — — ^tXjaSsi; aroXXttt rSy X£yojt*Ey«y oLrivsg kata 

'sr^s’yCvuv »ai ya^wyars <pov^vi^3■tv, OTTE SOANA :£EB02JTAI " "" 

Eufeb. Prep, Evan. lib. 6. c, lo, p. 375 . Ed. Parif. i6»8. 
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Camoens, whole depth of cbfcrvotion rendered hi’-n greatk 
faporior to tlie impofition of the moft fpecious Brahntin, and 
who was long in the eaif, gives us, in the preceding book, a 
veif unfaveurabie idea of the religious worihio and manners of 
India. I’iie Rate in which the firR difeoverers of the eaR found 
the religion and philofophy of the Bralimins, deferves very par- 
ticLiliir attention : and Fana y Souza has been careful to give as 
a full and comprchenfive view of the opinions which prevailed 
when his countr^^mcn landed in Indiav 

According to Faria, their fyRem of the univerfe is thus ; The 
heaven reRs on the earth : tlie fun and moon move like hlhes in 
the water, from caft to weR by day, and by night run northward 
along the edge of the horizon, to the place of their riling. 
And the earth is fupported by the fnake Ananta. They hold 
an eternal fuccellion of worlds. Every thing at the end of thefe 
periods is deftroyed, except Ixoreta or the Deity, which is then 
reduced to the lize of a dew drop ^ when, having chirped like a 
cricket, the divine fubflance in itfelf produces the five elements, 
(for what they call the heavenly matter they eReem the fifth) 
and then dividing ifcfeJf, the heavens and the earth are formed- 
In terra, limulac formata eR, apparet mons argenteus, cujus in 
vertice conlpiciuntur quae verum Ixoreta five Numen ap- 

pellant, et caulam caularum. Thefe, which are worlhippcd in 
their temples, firR produce Ixoruj Bramah^ and Viflnu, the three 
primary deities. Some moft ludicrous impurities follow in 
Faria. A female named Chati is produced by magical words 
from Ixora^s back, and thefe two burning themfelves into dif- 
ferent animals, beget the different kinds of all living creatures. 


men. 
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men, beafts, devils, and the heavenly Ipirits. The amours of 
Brahma^ Vifinn^ and Itcora are innumerable. Their ofi spring 
)iave the heads of elephants, goats, monkeys, 3cc. and they are 
always killing ea.ch other and Ipringlng up in fome new chimera-- 
form, but the greater deity is always outwitted"^. Brahma^ 
V'lfliiu and l::Qra pafs through many tranfmigraiions, and are 
born as the iiidiieil of aniniiJs, monkeys, hogs, fuakes, Sic. 
Fiflnu being fpawned a fifli, recovers the law or Shfiflah from the 
bottom of the Tea, whither it had been carried by Brcniacxem^ 
who Role it from the heavenly f fjnrits. "While mother 

Axoda was big with him, the diviners told his father that the 
child would kill him. Hence his youth refembles the labours 
of Hercules. At feven years of age he deflowers all his mo- 
ther’s maids, is whipped for it, and is revenged by a repetition 
of his offence. exploits are innumerable. But what 

is efteemed his greatefl aRion in all his tranfinigratlons, is one 
day’s labour of the fame kind of that for which he was wliip- 
voL, n. T ped; 


*' This i? f xa£ily in the /pirit of the Talmudical legends. Tii thefe the 
prophet or Uabhi invariably outwits his god, and the devil the prophet, 
E. g. David having penormed an ardon agreeable to heaven, Nathan is 
font to order him to make what req'JcfV he pleafed. Ke defires to die on 
aSabbutli evening at iun-fet. Again comes on a like occalion, autl 

he dcUrcs he may never die while he is reading the law. From tln-s lime 
David was ahvays fure to he reading the law on the Sabbath evening. By 
his life thus prolonged, religion fiouiilhcd, and the devil was piqUed. The 
iovc of ibme pears that grew under his window wa^novv iXnid’s ruling pal- 
lion. Juft at fun-fet, one Sabbath eve, the devil fiiakt:s the pcar-lrceand 
dies thieves, thieves. David ftarts up from the bv)i)k of the law, ices the 
thieves running away, and a rope-ladder at the window. David with the 
fword of Goihh thinks to purftic them from the window, ])iit the ladder 
«.* as an lUuiion, ami David fell down and broke hh neck. Oui- \vould think 
a bi-al'.mi’i had hcc<i the it.vcntor of this legend, 
f Vor this lame legend lec Dow. 
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pcd ; but wiilch extended to fixtccn thoufand one hundred and 
eight. Vljlnu is fometimes reprefented as the greatefl: god. In 
this charadlier he lies fleeping on his back in a fea of milk ; ^^et 
in this condition he governs the whole world. He lies on the 
fnake Ananla. At other times Ixora is the greatefl: god. 

If fome of thefe legends outrage tiie bounds of allegoiy, part 
of the following Is obvious. Brahma and Vijlnu envying Ixora^s 
greatnefs, he promifed, that if they could End his beginning or 
end, they fhould become his fuperiors. Fi/Inu turned himfelf 
into a Iiog, and with his fnout dug up the earth in fearch of 
Ixora^s feet, till he was deterred by a fnake. Brahmm went in 
fearch of his head, but at laft was difluaded to defifl by rofes. 
Thefe, however, he bribed to tefbify that he had fecn Ixora’s 
head. Ixora confeious of the fraud, ftrikes off one of Brahmans 
five heads ; and in penance for this crime, Jxora travels as a pil- 
grim. He meets with men who throw wild bcafls at him ; fome 
he fleas, and deaths himfelf with their fltins ; he is at iail: over- 
come. Vlflnu in the fhape of a beautiful virgin relieves him. 
Ixora gets her with child, and Fjflnu bears a fon. They quar- 
rel who fliall hare die infant, but are reconciled by a heavenly fpi- 
rit who takes it to himfelf and breeds it an expert archer, on 
purpofe to guard him againft the giant with 500 heads, and 1000 
hands who fprung from the head of Brahma when cut off by 
Ixora. 

In Faria we find the fevere penances, the feas of milk and 
oil, and the fanciful legends mentioned by the ancients. Thefe, 
and what mytnological reyeiies he gives us, are in the part the 

fame, 
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famCj and all in the true xpirit of what is told us by our two late 
writers. As V'ifuiu lies in the Tea of mill:, a rofe fprings from 
his narcl. Through the hollow fcalk of this rofe Bramah de- 
feends into F'l/liiu'z belly. Here he fees the ideas of all things, 
and from looking on thefc, he creates the world. 

In Faria we Und Brahma the creator of the world ; L:ora llie 
prcL‘fJ:er5 and Vyimi the governor of all things. V/e find thefe 
deities alfo, with different numbers of heads and hands 1. Ixoi’a 
holds in his hxteen hands, a deer, a chair, a fiddle, a bell, a 
bafon, a trident, a rope, a hook, an ax, fire, a drum, beads, a 
ftaff, a wheel, a fnake, and a horned moon towards his fore- 
head. All this is exafdy hmilar to the accounts of Holwell and 
Dow. 

By the concurrent teftimony of all the travellers on the i6th 
and 1 7th centuries, that vlleiR: of beafts, the monkey, is held in 
high veneration. Various are the legends which relate the rca- 
fon of this. Faria fiys that Ixcra and Chati^ having turned 

T 2 thcmfelvcs 


\ Pairacali, Ixora's daughter, has eight faces and fixteen arms, has bears 
teeth, her hair of peacocks tails, is cloathcd with fiiakc*, and cairics two 
elephants in her ears for pendents. Ixora has a fon with an elephant’s 
ht ad, has four arms, is of enormous bulk, and rides upon a moufe. We 
arc told, however, that thefe fiflions do not cfcape lidiculc even in India. 
The writers who have treated of the miffion of Xauer, relate, that there 
are extant in India the writings of a Ivlalabar poet, who wrote nine hund- 
red epigrams, each confiaing of eight venes, in rid’cule of the worlhip of 
the Brahmins, whom he treats with great aiperity and contempt. This 
poet is named Pjk.mar by Faria, Would any of our diligent enquirers 
after oriental learning favour the public with an authentic account of the 
w<n'ks of this poet ol i>'raJubar, he would undoubtedly confer a finguiar fa- 
vour on the republic of letters. 
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thenifelvcs into apes produced one named Amman on whom 
they beftov/cd great power. Near the city of Prefcti was a 
wood fiiii of apes, eftcenied of a divine race, and of the hout 
hold of Perimal, in whom fome thoufands of the gods had taken 
refuge. In the city of Cidambaram, fays Linfehoten, was a 
ifately temple eredted to one of thefe apes, named Hanimant : 
(prohahly Anummu Such variations are common in Indian my-^ 
ihology*) Being threatened with fome danger^ Hanimant put 
himfelf at tlie head of man}^ thoufands of his brother gods, and led 
them to the fca fide ; where finding no fiiip, he took a leap into 
the ocean, and an iiland immediately rofe under his feet. At 
every leap the miracle v/as repeated, and in this manner he 
brought his divine brotherhood all fafe to the ifland of Ceylon. 
A tooth of Hanimant was kept there as a facred relick, and 
many pilgrimages were made to vifit it. In 1554, the Portu- 
guefo made a defeent on that ifland, and among other things 
feized tlie holy tooth. The Indian princes offered 700,000 du- 
cats in ranfom, but by the perfuafion of the archbifliop, Don 
Conftantine de Braganza, the Portuguefe viceroy, burned it in 
the prefence of the Indian ambaffadors. A Banian, however, 
had the art to perfuade his countrymen that he was invifibly pre- 
fen t when the Portuguefe burnt the tooth, that he had fecreted 
the holy one, and put another in its place, which was the one 
committed to the flames. His ftory was believed, fays our au- 
thor, and the king of Bifnagar gave him a great fum for a tooth 
which he produced as the facred relick. The ftriking refem- 
blance which this fable of the apes bears to the Egyptian mytho- 
logy, which tells us that their gods had taken refuge in dogs, 

crocodiles. 
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crocodiles, onions, frogs, and even in chachy is worthy of ob- 
fervation 


According to Joannes Oranus, the Brahmins of Agra lay, 
that the world fhall laft four ages or worlds, three whereof are 
pair. The lirlt continued one million feven hundred and twenty- 
eight thoufand years. Men in that world lived ten thoufand 

years, 

* Both Camoens and Faria aflert that fcveral of the Indian idols relembic 
thoie of the Grecian fable : 

Here fpreading horns an human vifage bore ; 

So frown’d ftern Jove in Lybia’s fane of yore. 

One body here two various faces rear’d ; 

So ancient Janus o’er his {brine appeal’d. 

An hundred arms another brandilh’d wide ; 

So Titan’s fon the race of heaven defy’d. 

And here a dog his fnarling tulks difplay’d; 

Anubis thus in Memphis hallowed fhade 

Grinn’d horrible— 

^.n the temple of the Elephant, fays Faria, is the Giant Briareus with his 
hundred hands; Pafiphae and the Bull, and an angel turning a male and 
a female out of a delicious grove. This he cftcems the expulfion of Adam 
and Eve from paradile. In tlie fame temple, fays he, is an idol called 
Mahamurct ; with one body and three faces ; on his head a triple marble 
crown of admirable workmanfhip, exafUy refembling the papal mitre. 
According to the fame authority Viftnu having metamorphofed himfelf 
into his younger brother Siri Chriftna, overcame the ferpent Caliga, of 
nine leagues in length, which lived in a lake made by its own venom. 
This, and the origin of Chatl, allbrd fome obvious hints to the invefligators 
of mythology. Tavernier’s travels into India ought allb here to be cited : 
Biftnoo, he was told, had been nine times incarnate ; had been a lion, a 
fwine, a tortoife, &c. In the eighth time he was a man, born of a virgin 
at midnight. At his birth the angels fung, and the Iky Ihowered flowers. 
In his manhood he fought and killed a great giant who flew in the air, and 
darkened the fun. la thisconfiift he was wounded in the fide, and fellj 
by his fall overcame, and afeended into heaven. 
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years, were of enormous llaturc, and of great integrity. 'Ilirice 
in that period did God vifibly appear upon the earth. Firil 12: 
the form of a filh, that he might recover the book of Brahma^ 
'which one Caufacar had thrown into the fea. The fecond time 
in the form of a fnail, ( See Do^eu^s account of the f^mholical repre^ 
Jmtations of Brahma) that he might make the earth dry and fo- 
lid. The other time like a hog, to deftroy one who called him- 
feif God, or as others fay, to recover the earth from the fea, 
which had fwallowcd it. The fecond world laRcd one million 
ninety-two thoufand and fix years, in which period men were as 
tall as before, but only lived a thoufand years. In this, God 
appeared four times, once as a monfl:rous lion, with the lower 
parts of a woman, to reprefs the wickednefs of a pretender to 
deity. Secondly, like a poor Brahmin, to punifli the impiety of 
a king who had invented a method to £y to heaven. Thirdly, 
he came in the likencfs of a man called Parcaram^ to revenge 
the death of a poor religious man. And lailly in the iikenefs of 
one Raw, v/ho flew Parcaranu The third world continued 
eight hundred and four thoufand years, in whicli time God ap- 
peared twice. The fourth world fliall endure four hundred thou- 
fand years, whereof only four thouflind flx hundred and ninety- 
two are eiapfed. In this period God is to appear once, and 
fome hold that he has already appeared in the perfon of the em- 
peror Echshar^ 

The accounts of the god Bralima, or Brimha, and their whole 
mythology, are inconceivably various. According to fatlier 
Bohours, in his life of Xavier, the Brahmins held, that the 
great God having u defire to become vilible, became man. In 

this 
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his Rate he produced three fons, Mayfo, Viftnu, and Brahma ; 
the fir ftp born of his month, the fccond of his breaft, the third, 
of hie belly. Being about to return to his invihbility, he affigned 
Tarlous departments to his three fons- To Brahma he gave the 
"hire heirvcn, v/itii the fupcrintendence of the rites of religion. 
Braiinaa having a defiro for children, begot the Brahmins, who 
are ihe priclls of India, and who are believed by the other tribes 
to be a race of deini-gods, who have the blood of heaven run- 
ning in their veins. Other accounts fay, that Erahrna produced 
the priefts from his head, tile more ignorant tribes from his 
breaR, thighs, and feet. 

According to the learned Kircher’s account of the theology 
of the Brahmins, the foie and fapreme god Villnou, formed the 
fecondary god Brahma, out of a flower that floated on the fur- 
facc of the great deep before the creation. And afterwards, in 
reward of the virtue, fidclit3»^, and gratitude of Brahma, gave 
him power to create the univeric. 

According to the Danifli miffionaries the iirR Being, fay 
ttc Brahmins, begat eternity, eternity begat Tfchlneti, Tfchinen 
begat Tjchaddyy Tfchaddy begat Puiady^ or the elementary 
world, Putady begat Sound, Sound begat Nature, Nature begat 
the great god Tfchatatfchhen^ from whom Brahma was the fourth 
in a like defeent. Brahma produced the foul, the foul produced 
the vifible heaven, the heaven produced the air, the air the fire, 
the fire the water, and the water the earth. What Mr, Dow 

calls 


iiee Phillips’s colle^flon of their letters publiftied at London in 1717, 
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calls the phtlojophlcal catechifm feems only a rellnement of this 
legend. 

This genealogical nonfenfe, however, is not coniinedto India- 
Henod’s genealogy of the gods, though refined upon by the 
fchools of Plato, is of the fame clafs. The Jewifii fables, 
foolilh queftions and genealogies, reproved by Saint Paul, (epill. 
lit.) were probably of this kind, for the Talmudicai legends 
were not then Q)rung up. Binah^ or underftanding, faid the ca- 
baiifts, begat Cochma^ or wifdom, Stc. till at lafl comes Milcach^ 
the kingdom, who begat Shehtnah^ the divine prefence. In the 
fame manner the chriflian Gnoftics, of the fed: of Valentinus, 
held their and their thirty ages. Ampjiu and Auraan^ 

they tell us, i. e. profundity and fdence, begat Bacua and nar- 
ihuu^ mind and truth ; thefe begat Uhucua and Thardeadie^ word 
and life, and tiiele Merexa and Atarharha^ man and church. 
The other conjundions of their thirty Alones are of fimilar inge- 
nuity. The jjrevalcncc of the Ikne Ipirit of mythological alle- 
gory in fuch different nations, affords the philofopher a worthy 
field of jfpeculation, 

y Soufa^ if confeious that he had tired his reader 
with Indian legends, adds that, a concife view of this monftrous 
medley ought to be gii-en by a writer who treats of Indian 
manners. 

The Gentoo religion has a principal peculiar to itfclf ; it adr 
mits of no profelytes. 
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God, they fay, has appointed different religions for different, 
tribes and countries, is with the Brahmin In the temple, with tlie 
chriffian in the church, and with the Jew in the fynagogue. 

They have many feafts and fails which they celebrate with 
many extravagant rites. In commemoration of the death of a 
martyr, fays Mr. Dow, Some of the vulgar on the faff of 
0|)pof3, fui]Dend themfelvcs on iron hooks, by the llcPn of the 
‘‘ fiiouider blade, to the end of a beam. This beam runs round 
with great velocity, upon a pivot, on the head of a high pole. 
The enthufiaff not only feems infenfible of pain, but \cry often 
blows a trumpet as he is whirled round above, and at certain 
intervals fings a fong to the gaping multitude below, who very 
much admire his fortitude and devotion.’’ 

The Gentoos have a particular veneration, fays Mr. Holwell, 
for the numbers one and three. But of this fee a note in Lu- 
fiad X. 

The Brahmin idea of a future Hate of retribution is llrangely 
ambiguous- Of the human foul they lay, that after various 
tranfmigrations and purifications, it fhall be abforbed in the deity 
and confeioufnefs loff in bliff. By this unintelligible fublimity, 
we are put in mind of fome of the reveries of a Shaftelbury or a 
Malebranche ; but wild imaginations are the growth of every 
country. 

The dreadful penances of the Brahmins flill continue. Thefe 
they eileem as the certain means of purification from fin. Many 

rituals 
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ritaals are alfo believed to confer holinefs. Of thefe, immcrfion 
in the river Ganges, and fprinklings of cow dung, are venerated 
as peculiar!}/- eihcacious. Yet alteration of heart, repentance, or 
abhon'ence of moral turpitude, appear to be no conditions of 
this purification. However a few individuals, whofe ideas 
have been improved by coiiverfation with Europeans, may glofs 
and refine 5 that grofs ignorance of moral philofophy, which has 
no idea of moral turpitude, is the jufl character of Brahmin 
piety. Nor has their boaHed philofophy been able to perceive 
the immorality of their penances, and of committing felf-rniir- 
dcr as the certain pafiport to heaven. What can the true inora- 
iiil: think cf the Indian, who, upon religious principles, drowns 
liimfjif in the Ganges, or tlirows himfelf under the wheels of his 
paged’ s clvinot, to be crufhed to death by the holy load ? The 
duties we owe to our relatives in particular, and to foclety in ge- 
neral, the author of nature has impofed upon us by an indifpenfa- 
ble canon. Yet thefe duties by the pious fuicide arc refufed on 
the principles of the weakeft fuperfrition. Nor can the moral! Ll 
view the dreadful aufberities to which the Bralimin philofophers 
fubmit themfeives in any other light. He who fixes his eyes on 
his nofe till he can fee in no other dired:ion ; he who clenches his 
fifl: till the nails grow out at che back of his hand ; and he who 
twifts his neck about, till his face is fixed unalterably backward ; 
(three inodes of penance mentioned by Mr, Dov/) and he who 
drowns himfelf at once, equally incapacitate themfeives for the du- 
des of fociety. 

And not only the millions who thus do idle penance, but nu- 
merous fct^ls of pilgrims alfo, arc mere burdens upon the induf- 

trious* 
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?rious. The Fakiers are very numerous. Thefc, according to 
Mr. D0V/3 are a fet or fcurdy beggars, v/lio admit any ruffian of 
good to join them ; and, under pretence of religious pil- 

grimagesj rcmbie about in armies of ten or twelve thoiifand men. 
Tlie country people Ry before them, leaving their goods and their 
\vr csj (\;ho elleem it a holinefs to be embraced by a Fakier) to 
die mercy and luf: of thefe viilians. The prayers of a Fakier 
ai*c highly efteemed, and often implored, in cafes of fterilily. 
The wife and the Fakier retire together to prayer, a hgnal is left 
that the h'akier is with the lady, and a found drubbing is the 
reward fliouid the hufoand dare to interrupt their devotions 

The city of Benaris is the great feniinary of the Brahmin 
i earning. Modern travellers have called it an univerfity. Here 
the Gentoos iludy dhinaLou^ and fuch kind of phihfophy^ as 
Meffirs. H. and D. have laid before us. 


PoRellus (cle Orig. c. 13, et 15.) fancies that the Brahmins 
are defeended of Abraham by Keturah, and named Brachmanes, 
qitnji Ahrahmanns, 


Every 


* When the Portuguefe admiral, Pedro dc Cabral, difeovered the Bra- 
zils, he found a feftof religionifts called Pagss^ who were venerated in the 
fame manner as the Fakiers of India. “ Hi qmsunque meniunf, fays Ofo- 
rius, fummo omnium plaufu recipiuntury &c.” Wherever thefe come, they 
are received with the loudeil acclamatioas, the ways are crowded, verfes 
fung to the muiic of Jie country, and dances are performed before them. 
The mo ft beautiful women, whether virgins or wives, are fubmitted to their 
embraces. Opinantur enm miferiy y? illos placatos babuerint, omnia fibi fdiciUr 
tromturu ; for thefe wretched ignorants believe, that if they can pieafe 
thefe men, every thing viiil happen well to them,’* Such is the vail limi- 
hirity which obtains among all barbarous nations. 
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Every tiMveller who has vifited the eaf!:, MefTrs. Holwell and 
Dow not excepted, reprcfent the great multitude of the Indians 
as the rnoft fuperftitious, and mofl abandoned of people. The 
moil ilviking particulars may be thus fummed up : the innumera- 
ble fuperflltions performed on the banks of the Ganges, afford a 
pitiable pidure of the weaknefs of humanity. As mentioned by 
Cambens, (Luilad VII. and X.) not only dead corpfes are con- 
veyed from diflant regions to be thrown into the facred water, 
but the fick arc brought to the river fide, where 

0;t hjJi a:\ifhfcrs o’ ct' ihe LU, 

T’/a- dyn.n lift ihiir hollo’zv am^ oavs 
pityifjg hand to hurlthetp in the ’zvave : 

Th.\ ihey deem^ tbd •otlijl they bore 

Unwep, unchanged^ ^^viil that guilt no mors. 


And hence it is no uncommon feene for the Englifli fiiips to 
be furrounded with the corpfes which come floating dowm this hal- 
lowed feream. 

In confcquence of their belief in the tranfmigration of fouls, 
many of the Brahmins abilaia from all animal food. Yet howe- 
auilere in other refpeds, they freely abandon themfelvcs to 
every fpecies of letchery, fome of them efteeming the moil unna- 
tural abominations as die privilege of their fandity. 

The Gen too mythology provides every deity with a fpoufe. A 
god without a wife, being, according to them, as prepofterous 
and unaccompliflied as a fire without heat, or a bird without 


wings. 
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Every devil or infernal IJjirit has alfo his wiL*. Like the an- 
cient Jews, the Brahmins aferibe every difeafe to a devil. The 
gout, fays Faria, they attribute to fne-dc v ils in the ihape cf 
fwinc. 


A fpccics of the ancient manicheifm of PciTia is mixed v/:tli 
their icligion, and the deftroyer, or the frightful deincr*, as al- 
ready observed, is worfliipped by the authoi ity of their facred 
books. The firR thing they meet in the morning, be it afs, hog, 
or dog, they worfhip during tlie courfe of the day. Scarci.ly 
more flupid were the Peluhans : CrefUus vetiins hiRatl^ fays 
Flieromc, Pehtfiaca relhlo 

'Fhe horrid facrifree of the wi Jo v/s 'burnt along with the corpfe 
of the dcceafcd hufoand, is peculiar to India. The opinion that 
it was infLituLcd to prevent them from poifoning their luifoands, 
muit be falfe, for the facrificc muR be voluntary. The Brah- 
“ mins, fays Mr. H. take unwearied pains to encourage, pro- 
*• mote, and confirm in the minds of tlic Gt^ntoo wives, tliis 
“ fjjirit of burning.” And the origin of it, according to our 
author, is thus. At the denilib of Bramah'*?, mortal part, his 
wives (fo h feems our a fera^jo) inconf Jable for his 

iofs, oifered themfeh’cs voluntary vi<5LiiTi3 on bis funeral pile. 
All the good wives of tlic Rajahs and the GerJens, ur willing to 
be tiiought deficient in afredtion, followed the heroic example, 
and the Brahmins gave it the If amp of religion, and pio-nourxed, 
“ lhai: the delinquent fpirits of tkefe heroines^ hmncefidUly esefd from 
“ thBir fran/mio rations, and entered the frji hoboon of purflcadond^ 
The Biahmins, fays our author, ff rained fome obfeare pa/lages 
of BramaJdz Shajlah, to countenance this their declared jenje ; in- 

ftituted 
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EitLitcd ccrcnicnicdG thiit v/crc lo accomvany tlic fcicriiE:, 
'and fo-ilcJ. L ii'ilo llic Chatah and Aughtorrah Bhacles^ 

LIr. Dow gives a very difrerent account of this facrlfice-r 
His words arc thefe, “ The extraordinary cuEoin of the women 
“ burning Themfeivcs v/ith their deceafed hufbands, has, for the 
moil: part, fallen into dlfuetucle in India ; nor was it ever rec- 
“ koned a religious duty, as has been \ery erroneoufly fuppofed 
“ in the wefl:.” Whence then this late alteration ? The begin- 
ning of an affimiLation to European ideas can only account for 
it. For farely it did not proceed from any text of their /acred 
fcripturcs. Nay, a text of tlie facred ShaEer, as cited by Mr. 
D. plaii]ly encourages the horrid pradlice. ** The woman who 
dies with her hufband, fnail enjoy life eternal with him in hea- 
vcn.*’ Feeble minds, fays he, mifinterpreted this into a pre- 
cept. To thofc, however, who are unfkilled in glofiing cafuiftry-, 
no admonition can be more obvious. 

And nothing can be more evident than that this facrifee is a 
priefbly infiitution ; the priefts and their fcripturcs, encourage, 
direcl and attend it ; it is therefore a religious ceremony. 

Yet amid all this grofs fuperftltlon, it cannot be fuppofed but 
that fome virtues, however obliquely, are occafionally i aught. 

They 

* A very pretty allegory from F^rlas account of the Erannun legrnds, 
will be here in piace. ‘‘ Daimapiitrc'ji being favoured v;ith a view of heli, 
fiw a man etibompaflcd withimnienJltrcarure, yet mifcrably pcrilbing with 
hunger. He enquired the reafon, uni 'vas anfvvercd, that upon earth the 
fulferer had enjoyed thefc treafures, but had never given any alms; only 

that 
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They particularly inculcate the comprchcnfivc virtue of liuma- 
nity, which is enforced by the opinion, that divine beings often 
alTumc the habit of mendicants, in order to cilfl:inp,uifii the cha- 
ritable from the inhuman. The Maiabrians have fc’/cral tradi- 
tions of the ■'/irtuous on thefe happy trials, being trandated into 
heaven ; the befc dcfigncd incitement to virtue, perhaps, which 
their religion contains. Befides tlie Brahmins, the principal 
fedb of that vaR region called India, there are fevcral others, 
who are divided and fubdivided, according to innumerable va- 
riations, in every province. In Cambaya, the Banians, a fc^l 
who ftridtly abftain from all animal food, are numerous. 

From their religion and pliilofopliy, thefe pilots of human 
manners, we now proceed to the peculiar charactcriiucs of the 
Gentoos. 

As the Gentoo tribes never intermarry, India may properly be 
faid to contain four different nations. They will neitlier eat to- 
gether, nor drink out of the fame velTcl. The Brahmins are 
allowed to cat nothing but what is cooked by themfelves : If 
the}^ trcfpafs in thefe or in many other fimilar points, they are 
held as polluted, rejc<51:ed from their tribe, and arc obliged to 
herd with a defpifed crew, called the Kallacliores, v/ho are the 
iowefb of the community, the rabble of India. 

This 


that one time by pointing with his finger, he had clirer.'etl a poor man to 
the houfi* where the rice given away in. charity was Ircpt. 
bade him put the finger with wiiich he pointed into his mouth. The 
cr did fo, and immediately was refrelhcd by the lafie of the mod: ixcclk-nt 
viands. Darnwpiitrem on his return to the earth gave gre:it alms, and af- 
terward for his charily was received into paradiie. 
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This prohibition of intermarringc gives us a very mean idea 
of Indi.m policy. The bent of genius and affedion, as Ca- 
moens obfer\ es, are thus barbaroufly facrificed. If a nobleman^ 
fays our poet, Ihould touch or be touched by one of another 
tribe, 


A ihovfand rites ^ arid wajhlngs d*er and d'et'y 
Can fcarce his tainted piirliy rejiore^ 

Nothings fays Oforius, but the death of the unhappy commoner 
can wipe off the pollution. Yet we are told by the fame author, 
that Indian nobilily (and in Europe it is too much the fame) 
cannot be forfeited, or even tarnilhed, by the bafeft and greateft 
of crimes ; nor can one of mean birth become great or noble 

by the moH illiiftrious adions. But what above all may be called 

* 

the charaderiflic of the Indian, is his total infenfibility to the 
palFion of love : 

Lojl to the hearUileSy to his neighbour's arms 
^hs nvlUlng hujband yields his Jpoufe*s charms. 

In unendeiAd embraces free they blend ; 

Tet hut the hujhand^s kindred may afeend 
The minimi couch 

Sentiment, or the Icalb delicacy of aiTedion, have no ihare In 
the intercourfe of the fexes in India. This groiTnefs of their 
ideas is indilputably proved by the very l])irit of their laws, 
which fuppofe that female chafrity cannot exift. Conjugal fide- 
lity is neither enjoined, nor hoped for ; and tlie right of fuccef- 

fion 
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iiOft by law dev olvds lo ihe lifter’s children, it being efteemed 
impoHibic fur any man to knuv/ which is his own fon ; whereas 
the afFii'ilty of the Rmale line is by nature certain. To 
perhaps, the icebicnefs of the couftluitions of the Gentoos may" 
account for this wretched apathy ; and to feverai circumftances 
may their fecbljaefs be attribatod. The men marry before four- 
teen, and the w omea at about ten or eleven. P.[ce, their princi- 
pal food, alfords but little nourilhment, and they are extremely 
averfe to any manly exercife. It is better to fit than to walk, 
they fay, to lie down than to ft, to fleep than to wake, and 
death is better than all. The unparalleled pulillanimity with 
which they have long fubmitted to the opprelTions of a few 
Arabs, their Mohammedan mafters, iikewife fticws their dead- 
nefs to every manly reicntment : loo miiiions enfiaved by xo 
millions, (the number according to Mr. Orme, of the Gentoos 
and their Mohammedan mafters) is a deep difgrace to human 
nature. Yet, notwithftanding all this dormancy of the nobler 
palHons, though incapable of love, they prove the pofition, (for 
which phylicians can ealily account) that debility and the veiy 
fever of the vileft letchery go hand in hand^. Many of the 

H Brahmins 

* Montefquicu, in enumerating hib reafons v’hy chrilcianity Vviii never pre- 
vail in the calf, advances as one, the prohibition of polygamy, vihich he 
mentions as the appointment of nature, and necellary in ihefe climates. 
Triftram Shandy tells us, that his father was a moil excellent fyflem- 
buiiJcr, was fare to make his theory look wtlJ, though no man ever cruci- 
fied the truth at fach an unmerciful rate. With all due deference to the 
great genius of Monteiquieu, his piiiiofophy here, is txaaiy contrary to ex- 
perience. In every country, the births of males and icmalcs are nearly 
proportioned to each other. If in any country, polygamy is tiie appoint- 
ment of nature, the more athletic nations of Europe have the beftrjaim. 
But the warlike independeut fpirit of the northern tribes, who viewed their 


princes 
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r:v^ ’v.-r^:^t?.•^ts ; and by every aiithonty they are dr;-^ 
I tne ”iOll . moic hypocritical, and moft fraudiv- 

K'?.t C'l iratit-rs. To fan? ap the:r churadler, let it be addedj 
that tlic freedon's with which their friends afeend the naptia} 
bed, ic, in matters of love, perhaps, the lead: of their imfenti- 
mentiL indelicacy. The bell Portnguefe authors alTiire us, that 
the women of every tribe, the wives of princes not excepted, 
were free to the embraces of the fan«5b‘fled Brahmins j and the 
Fakiers, at this day, under the fandlion of privilege, Ipread poh 
iution when they pieafe, over every virgin or marriage bed among 
the Gentoos. 


And furely the warmeli admirer of Indian philofophy and 
manners, cannot difpute the pidture we have drawn, when he is 
referred to Mefifs. Holweil and Dow, for the fulled: virtual con- 
Frmation of the truth of cverj” feature. At the entrance upon 
his work, Mr. H. calls the Biahmins, a people, who from the 
earlicd: times have been an ornament to the creation, if fo 
“ much can with propriety be faid of any knowm people upon 
earth.’’ But at the end of his Vllth chapter, after having 

necefTaxilv 


princes as thoir companions in war, would never allow their k-aJers to r.p- 
propnate hundred or a thoufand of the fiiifil wonitn, each for his 
own pavticiiJar luxury. Tiicir natural ideas of liberty foibadc i-. ; while on 
the other hand, the fiaxiih Adatics, who viewed their as h>-ings of z 
fuperior rank, fubmitr'-d to the liiit of tkefe ir.alters, viiusk prompted 

the defre of unbounded vatiety. 'ThJ» iiktory of polygamy will be found 
to be jedi. I^olygan:y is not the cldlJ cf nature, it is the ofispring of ty- 
ranny, and is only to be found v\heic the mofl: ahiolute tyranny fubfids. 
Neither to the genial vigour of paiuon, bnt to raging, irritated debility, 
both the philolbpiier and phyfichm wUi attribute the unbluihing prevalence 
of fonre crimes, — ciimcs which difgracc human nature, and which paiticu- 
Lily charac^eiifo the depraved manners of the enfeebled eafl. 
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aeceircinly conftjfRd many ciicuraitanccs which loudiy 

againfc them, he thus characierifes the GmloGs : In gene.. u, 
fays he, they are as degenerate, crafty, ruperfcLtious, litigious, 
and wicked a people, as any race of beings in the known world, 
if not dfnlnendy more fo, efpecially the common run of the 
Brahmins ; and we can truly aver, that during almofb five 
years that we prcfided in the judicial Cutcherry Court of 
Calcutta, never any murder or atrocious crime, came before 
us, but it was proved in the end, a Brahmin was at the 
“ bottom of it But then, adds our author, the remnant 
of Brahmins (whom we have before excepted) who fed tide 
themfelves from the communications of the bufy world, in a 
philof()phic and religious retirement, and J[lrii51:ly purfiie the te- 
nets and true fpirit of Chariah BhoJe of Bramah^ we may 
with equal truth and juftice pronounce, are the purejl models of 
genuine piety that no^iv extjl^ or can he found on the face of the 
earth,’’^ 

This latter fentcnce founds very high ; but every liberal mind, 
who has converfed with the world, is convinced that worthy 
men are to be found in every fe«51:, that of the Indian Fakier, 
perhaps alone excepted ; men whofe natural fiigacity and Rrong 
native goodnefs of heart, are prefervatives againfh th.^ full tnfiuencs 
of the mofi: pernicious tenets. And thus Mr. Holwell, if we 
make a little allowance for his moffc evident partiality, ends his 
fuperlative encomiums on the Brahmins, in a compliment by no 
means peculiar, in a mere nothing. 


U 2 


The 
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The mofl: important quellion relative to the Gentoos, the 
very diilant and fiiperior antiquity of their fcripturcs, i emaine ' 
yet iinconfidered. MefTrs. Holwell and Dow, however oppofite 
in their accounts of the Shaftah and its dodtrines, mofl perfealy 
agree in aferibing to that work, an antiquity more remote than 
that of any known writings. But the teftimony of other tra- 
vellers, ere we proceed farther, requires an impartial examina- 
tion. The Bedang or Shatter, the facred book of the Brah- 
mins, fays Dow, contains various accounts of the creation, 
one philofophical, the others allegorical. Thefe latter, fays he, 
“ have afforded ample held for the invention of tlie Brahmins* 
From the many allegorical fyttems of creation contained in 
the Shatters, many different accounts of the cofmogony of the 
** Hindoos, have been promulgated in Europe, fome travellers 
adopting one fyttem, fome another.’’ By this confeliion, the 
jarring accounts of other travellers are accounted for, and wc 
have already feen that every ttriking feature of the pidlures they 
have given, is mott cffedually confirmed by Meffrs. H. and D*, 
And thus, the accounts of the luperttltion and idolatry of the 
Brahmins, which, till lately, were unquettioned, were by no 
means without foundation. And indeed it were an unparalleled 
circumftance, were the concurrent tettimony of the mott authen- 
tic writers and intelligent travellers of the i6th and 1 7 th cen- 
turies, to deferve no credit. Many of thefe were men of pro- 
found, of fuperlor learning, and of unblemiflied candour ; and 
for a fuperior number of years than either Mr. H. or D. con- 
verfed with the mott learned, and we iiave no reafoa to doubt, 
with the mott honett of the Bralimins* 


One 
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One of thefe, Abraham Roger, lived fifteen years among the 
Brahiiiins, and was in indmate friendfnip with one of thenij 
n^iTCitd. Padmanaha, He returned to Holland in 1647, where 
he pubiifhcd his writings, which prove him to have been a learned 
man, and a diligent enquirer. Of his good fenfe, let one paf- 
fage bear teflimony : “ Can we believe, fays he, that there is a 
generous fpirit refiding in a people who for two or three thou- 
fand years, have placed the greatefc degree of fancitity and 
prudence in half-fLarving themfelvcs, and in depriving them- 
feives of the lawful conveniences of life ? Yet fuch aufterities 
were the chief employments of the ancient Brachmana^ and 
are now of the modern Brahmins The fentiment here con- 
tained, in value of jujR: obfervation, true philofophy, true paety, 
4ind good common fenfe, is w'orth all that our late travellers, for 
thefe thirty years pafl:, have written on the philofophy and reli- 
gion of India- 

Mr. Holwell candidly owns that Baldens relided thirty years 
‘^.mong the Brahmins ; that his tranflation of the Viedam ( the 
Malabar ^jjGrd for S'Lylah) and that it is a monfter 

(ch. iv. p. 33.) that fhocks reafon and probability; and this hap- 
pened, he ftiys, by hie not attending to the allegory. The 
errors of other travellers, he owns, did not proceed from mis- 
information, but from not drawing the veil, from not pene- 
trating by the help of allegory, into the true dodlrines of India. 
But this we prefume, in plain Engiiih, will run thus ; Former 
travellers gave us a true pidhirc of the popular religion of India, 
but they did not attend to the glofs and refnement of the redufe 
of the Brahmins, 


And 
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And for this very reaion, wc judge them fo much tiie 
more worthy of credit. No incu needs to take a voyage to Indiay 
or to Rudy the facred Shanfenta, on purpofe to difeover how the 
fev/ either glofs or jvnilofophizc. He is an idle traveller who 
gives us the refinements of a learned jefait as the religion of 
Rome. He vvho difplays the true charadcr of it, will tell us 
what fuperftitlon poiTciTes the general mind : will tell us, that 
fupreme veneration for the authority of the j)ope and holy church, 
is the only rv-'j-ious principle which has any fixed hold on the 
belief or practice of the inuidiude. 

And according to the concurrent tcRimony of all former tra- 
vellers, rv/jo (ltd not atle^orijc, the date of the iirft appearance of 
the Brahmin Shafeers, is involved in the utmoR uncertainty. 
Mr. Hoi well and Mr. Dow, are the two great champions of the 
opinion, that the facred books of India, are of higher antiquity 
than the writings of any other nation, and that the Jewidi Scrip- 
tures are founded up‘on, and borrowed from them. As each of 
thefe writers decries, with no fmall contempt, the tcRimony of 
every traveller except himfelf, the accounts which thefe gentle- 
men have given of the origin of the Shallcrs requires our at- 
tention. 

Mr. Holwell well knew that the books held facred in India, 
contain many of the groiTcR impieties. He therefore owns, that 
the Shqjlah had underwent two remarkable innovations ; and that 
the Brahmins “ in procefs of time loR fight of their dhzne orU 
glnaly and in its place fubftituted new and Rrange doclrines.’^ 
— “ The ftedfaft faith of the Gentoos touciiing tlic antiquity of 

their 
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their fcrroturcG,’* he tells us (ch. iv. p. 23.) is tuus, they 
date the birth, of the LCPXts and do'^riaes of the Shaftah, 
ffoiu th^ c.ipuiiijn of ih- beingG Iron: the heavenly re- 

gions."^^ That .i^.S y y years itgOj tnelc lCi.cls tveiC 1 educed 
into a written body of laws by and pubhfiied to tne 

people of Indoibin. That opxe thoufand years after, they iinder- 
ivcat a remarkable in novation in the publication of the Chaiah 
Bhadc ShtifLah \ and that 3377 years ago, (con^puting from the 
prefent year 1777) thefe original fcriprurcs again finTercd a fc- 
eond and iaft change or inncw’ation in the publication of the 
Amhiorrah Bhndt Shq/lah ; which occafioned the lirfr and only 
fchifm amongft the Genroosy that fubllils to this day, namely be- 
tween the followers of the r1r^hl>jrrAj Bhd.L ^La/iu/j and the 
followers of the JGedamB 


Thefe changes of their Scriptures, our author alcribcp co the 
craft of the priefts, who by thefe means onflaved tlie people to 
their ov/n authority. The firfb innovation was a paraphrafe on 
the Shatih, in which the original was retained. At this time 
the BiV hmins appropriated the Sar^Jjrit character to thcriifcives, 
and introduced that v/hich is now the common one of Hindoftan. 
In the f.cond Innovalion, fiys our author, iJje on^hiA ^zuas 
in a manner y fmh or alluded i'j uniyJ^ In thofe commentaries my- 
thology was firii introduced ; the Lifeovy of their princes, nura- 
berlefs ceremonies, and new divinities were added, and “ the 
^hols cnroslopcd in hhpcnetrable ohjcurily by jr.hle and nlJey^oryy beyond 
coTVprehcnJion e^en of the common tribe of Brahmins fhemflvcsd^ 
Again, fays our author, the Brahmins having taded the f veets 
“■ ' of prlcftlv power by the frjt of their innovations, determined 
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to enlarge and efcablilh it by the promulgation of the 7^.— 
In this the exterior modes of worfliip were fo multiplied, and 
fuch a numerous train of new divinities created — the daily 
obligations of religious duties, which were by thefe new in- 
ftitutes impoied on every Gc?!too^ from the higheH: to the iowcR 
rank of the people, were of fo intricate and alarming a natures 
as to require a Brahmin to be at hand, to explain and officiate 
“ in the performance of them. — From this period, fuperftition, 
the fire fupport of prieferaft, took faf pofTeffion of the 
people — c /cry head of <\ family n\ as obliged to have a houfe- 
hold ilrahmin, — and in fad they became mere machines, ac- 
tua'.ed ar.cl moved, as cither the good or evil intentions of their 
houfiiold tyrant didated.’^ 

The fchlfm produced by the laH innovation of the Shoflah 
is thus mentioned by our author. The Brahmins of Corman-^ 
dell and Mallahar^ finding their brethren upon the courfe of 
the Ganiresy had taken this bj^id ilrcp to iniiave the laity, fet up 
for ihemfelves, and formed a Icripture of tlicir own, founded, 
as they faid, upon the Chatah Bhade of Bramah ; this 

they called the — or the dr/ine -words of the niighiy 

fpiritu 


Thus, the Genteo icriplurcs were tranflated from the lan- 
guage of angels, and firil 3*educcd to writing by Brahma y 4877 
years ago ; that is, when Methufclah was a bo}'-. They under- 
went a great change 1000 3'’ears after, which was near 200 years 
before Abraham was born ; and a ilili greater change 500 5>^cars 
r/tcr, w'hldi w'as before Jacob w^ent into Egypt. Since which 


time 
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time they have continued unchanged, and cilecmcd by their dif- 
ferent feds as facrcd. 

Mr. Dov/ on the ocher hand, a/Tures us, (Diffcrt. p. XXVIL) 
The Brahmins mainldtn that theBedas (Mr. H’s. Bhacles) are 
the divine laws, which Brlmha^ at the creation of the world, 
delivered for the inftruccion of mankind. But they aihrni 
that their meaning was perverted in the liril age, by the igno- 
ranee and wickednefs of fome princes, whom they reprefent 
as evil fpirits who then haunted the earth. They call thofc 
“ evil genii, Dewtas^ and tell many ftrange allegorical legends 
concerning them ; fuch as, that the Bedas being lofc, were 
afterwards recovered by Bi/losn, in the form of a filii, who 
** brought them up fiom the bottom of the ocean, into which 
they were thrown by a deo or dxmon.’’ Plore we arc told 
that the Brahmins wahidu that Brlmha was the author of tlieir 
feriptures. Yet in the next page, Mr. D. tells us, the Brali- 
mins deny that any fuch perfon as Brhnha ever exiltcd. 

The firiu credible account we have of the Bedas (fays Mr. 
D.) is, that about the commencement of the Cal Jug^ of 
which tcra the prefent year (1768) is the 4SS6th year, they 
w^cre written, or rather collected by a great philofopher and 
** reputed prophet called Beafs Muni, or Beafs the infpired. 
The Brahmins do not give to Beafs Muni the merit of being 
the author of the Bedas. They however acknowledge that he 
“ reduced them into the prefent form, dividing them into four 
diPdnct books, after having collected the detached pieces of 

“ which 
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which the_v are ccMripofcd from every part of India. It is, 
upon tlic vdioic, probable, that they are not the work of one 
man, on account of their immenfe bulk.” And foi the fame 
reafon it is alfb probable that all the Britidi acts of parliameni: 
are not the work of one man. 

Thcfe four Bedas Mr, D. diftinguilhes by the name of the 
BtJang Shtifler. Of Goatain the author of the Ncadirfen Shaf- 
ter v/e have already given a (iiiticient account. By what we have 
already cited Mr. Dow’s molt cordial acquiefcence in the high 
antiquity of tiie Shailers is evident. In the following it is brought 
to a point, ‘‘ Whether the Hindoos (fays he, prof, p, vii.) 
poiTefs any true hlilory of greater antiquity than other nations, 
W27^^ upon tl\ authoriry of the Brahmins, till v/c fiiall 

become bcctor acquainted with their records. They give a 
very particular account of the origin of the Jewifli religion in 
records of itn. hulled antiquity, E.aja Tura, fay they, who is 
placed :a tire firir ages of the Cal Jug, had a Ton who apoHa- 
tlzcd from i’’ : Hindoo faith, for which he was banifned by his 
“ father to the v/cir. The apoftate lixed his rehdcncc in a coun- 
try called Mohgod, and propagated the Jewifli religion, which 
the impoibor iT'Iahommed further corrupted. The Cal Jug 
commenced about 4885 years ago, and whether the whole 
“ fl:ory may not relate to Terah and his fon Abraham, is a 
point, which ( after our undaihied hints haz^e decided, Mf\ D. 
might have fiud,J we leave others to determine. 

“ There is one circnmllance, he continues, which goes far 
to prove that there is Ibmc connexion between the Brahmin 

Bedas 
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Bedas and the dodruics contained in the Old Teftamcnt. Ever 
fince the promulgation of the religion of Mahommed, which is 
founded upon Mofes and tht prophds^ the Brahmins have totally 
reje< 51 :ed their fourth Bcda, called the Ohafar Bah^ as the 
fchifni of Mahommed, according to them, has been founded 
unon that book. However extraordinary this reafon is for 
rejedting the fourth part of their religious records, it can fcarcely 
''** be doubted, as it is in the mouth of every Brahmin.^' 

Plaving now afeertained Mr. HolwclPs and Mr. Dow’s opi- 
nion of the fjperior antiquity of the Brahmin rccoiJs, we fhall 
proceed to examine the merits of this clmm. But we lhall by no 
means, altogether rtjl upon the authority of the Brahmhis* This, 
Y/e prefumc, would be as unworthy of a man of common fenfe, 
as It would be weak in an lilftorian to rcil altogether with impli- 
cit belief on the characters of men and events, which an exiled 
tyrant may have been picafed to give, when for his own confola- 
tion he wrote the memoirs of his own merited fail. Nor will we 
ruii)end our cninion of the Brahmin records, ull fiall become 
letter acquainted with them. For we have already moft ample 
matter even from MelT. Holwell and Dow themfelves, from which, 
by every criterion of analogy and of collateral and internal evi- 
dence, we may be fully enabled to form cur judgment. 

W e {hall begin with tlie two lafl fcntences from Mr. Dow. 
And fureiy it cannot efcape the flightcfl: attention, that he feis 
out with begging a point, (a point never to be granted) and that 
immediately upon fuch begged authority, lie flips upon ns, what 
he calls an unduuhud authority. Mr. Dow' ftrcnuouOy infills tiuit 

all 
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aU the Lamed Brahmins aflert the ujiity of the Deiiy. And no- 
is more certain than that this, and not the great body of 
the ritaals of the J cwi/Ii religion, was the principal doarinc which 
the Jews received from Abraham. And furely the following 
reafoning will never bear the touch. The impofhure of Moham- 
med is founded upon Mofes and the prophets ; that impoihure is 
alfo ib certainly founded upon the fourth Beda, that the Gentoos 
for that rcafon have rojeacd tlrat part of their feripture ; therefore 
tins ^ves fur to prove that Mofes and the prophets arc conncdled 
v/ith, or (as the hint implies) derived from the Bedas. Tiiis 
is the fair anaiyiis of our author’s reafoning : but unhappily for his 
Vvirole argument, Mi-hommedifra is not founded on Mofes and the 
prophets. Let liim again perufe his Koran, and he will find that 
it indeed contains a ilrangc pervafou cf Mofes and the New TeHa- 
raent. But furely Mr. D. will not pretend that the hiltorical 
paflages of the O. and N. T. which thus fill the Koran, are 
ivjundcd upon the Ohalar Bah. The duty of prayer, and the 
t/orfiiip cf one God were borrowed by Mahomnied, who was 
bred a pagan, from Mofes and the prophets. But furely hfr. 
Low will not perfifi: to infinuate, that thefc, the dodlrines of the 
up fate Abraham, were borrowed from thofe who baniflicd him 
for cpfacy ; or that a famenefs in thefe do(flrines will prove the 
fiipcrior antiquity of the Qhatar Bah. Yet to thefe circumfiian- 
ces, for no other can be fuppofed, muft his obfervations be redu- 
ced. But v/ho has ever read this * Ohatar Bah P Y/hy truly 
Mr. D. tells us, p. xxix. that the language of the Ohalar 

« Bah 

^ Ii is curious to otifi rve that the Ohater jBah^ fo ancient according to Mr. 
I), that haidly any body can read it, is neverthelefs execrated by Mr- H. as 
the moil modern, and mofl corrupted of all the Gentoo feriptures. Mr. B. 
h.iUii<.i'‘Tne-itions this difagreement. 
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Bah Is no^jL) become obfoleie^ fo that very few Brahmins pretend 
“ to read it with propriet3r.” And this in our opinion goes far 
io pron)e that the Brahmins know little or nothing about the con- 
tents of it. In difciiffing an argument repetition is often necef- 
fary : both Mr. Hoi well and Mr. Dow aflare us that they re- 
ceived their information from fome of the moll learned of the 
Brahmins. And an equal credit is certainly due to each of thefc 
gentlemen. But this affords us a clear demonflration that the 
Brahmins contradifl: each other in the raoih efientiai circuniihin- 
ces, in matters of no lefs importance, th:in in the question , 'ho 
were the authors, and what arc the contents of their facred ferip- 
tures. 

Nothing can be more evident than that both MefT. Plolwell and 
Dow have endeavoured to give fanCtion to their favourite fyRems, 
by the authority of their admired Gentoos. Mr. HoiwelPs fyt- 
tern is a /pecks of chriitianity. And Mr. Dow fiirely cannot be 
offended, if we call his, radically the reverfe of every fuch Ipe- 
cics. And whatever deference v/e willingly pay to tlie veracity 
of both thefc gentlemen, yet we muR obferve that, one of their 
learned Brahmins mull have been amazingly erroneous. And 
one of thefe gentlemen has perhaps given a deeper attention to 
his fubjedl than the other- If we can determine whether Mr- 
Holwcll or Mr- Dow are moR authentic, feme light will from 
thence be thrown on the fabrication of the Gentoo feriptures. 
Nor will we hefitate one moment to pronounce, that, in our 
opinion, Mr. Hohvell's account, upon the whole, is the moR 
authentic. Our reafons arc thefe : Mr, Dow confenes that he had 
neither time nor leifare to acquire the Shanferita language, the 

tongue 
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ton^^uo :lic lltcrci,! books of India arc vmitcn, hsiz c« ' 

he rrufeed cntlifiy to ids Pund'il or interpreter. Mr. liolw-rd 
tells us that he read a.ud undedbood the Sar.tcvit. Mr. Devv' tells 
us, “ the IVLahoraiT'cdans know nothino of the Hindoo learn- 
aadlhist it is vttcily inacceiTi'/L to any hat thofe of their 
own cof,, Kis words are thefe, “ The Bedas are, by the 
Brahmins, held fo facred that they permit no other feel to read 

“ them they would deem it an unpardonable lin to fatisfy 

** their curiofity in that rei2)oci, were it even v.ithin the compafs 
of their power. The Brahmins thcmfelves are bound by fuch 
flrong ties of religion, to confine thofe writings to their own 
tribe, that were any of diem known to read them to others, he 
wmuld be immediately excommunicated. This punifliment is 
worfe than even death, itfelf among the Hindoos* The of^ 
fender is not only thrown down from the nobleft order to the 
mod: polluted cafb, but his pofterity arc rendered for ever inca« 
** pable of being received into his former dignity.” (See DIlTert* 
p. xxiv.) And Mr. D. adds, Not all the authority of Akbar 
‘‘ could prevail with the Brahmins to reveal the principles of their 
** faith f p. XXV. And all this docs very well when brought 
as an argument againft the accounts which every other writer has 

given 


f So dficl ill thh arc they, Ciys Mr. Dow, that only one MufTliiman was 
ever ill flrutlcJ in it, a-i J i.ii knowledge was obtained by iKiud. Mahuminud 
Akbar, emperor '/i .’ndia, though bred a ^v^Iohammedan, iludied fcveral re- 
ligions. Ill ihechriiHnii he infliu«5ted by a Portugucie. But finding that 
of the Hindoos inaecefilhiL*, ho had rccourie to ait. A boy of paits, named 
Feizi, was, as the orphan ot a Brahmin, put under the care of one of the mofl 
eminent of thefe philofophe^s, and obtained full knowledge of their hidden 
religion. But the fraud being dilcovered, he was laid under the reftraint of 
an oath, and it docs not appear that he ever communicated the knowledge 
thus acquired. 
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given of the Brahmins. But fiircly Mr. Dow ought to have paid 
fome refpect to his reader’s power of memorvj ought to Inve toid 
him by what means it happened that he was the only man who 
ever overleapt the dreadful fences which guard the Gentco faith 
in impenetrable darlmcfs. Excommunicaticni that puniiliment 
worfe than death itfelf, was, it feems, difregarded on his ac- 
count i and, what the great emperor Akbar could ne^'cr obtain, 
the principles of the Brahmin faitli were laid open to him. In 
the very page preceding the above quotation of the inipoiribiiity 
of getting a Brahmin to read his fcrlptures to one of another caft, 
Mr. Dow, without the leaR hint how the dread diiliculty was 
overcome, fimply tells us that he prevailed upon his noble friend 
“ the Brahmin, to procure for him a pundit from the nnivcrilty of 

Benaris, well verfed in the Shanferita, and mailer of all the 

knowledge of that learned body.” And this pundit or inter- 
preter, thus openly procured from an univcrniy, read to Mr. 
Dow'', as he afTures us, tlie iacred books of the Brahmins, and 
explained to him the principles of their faith. 

On this we fnall make no farther remark ; but proceed to fome 
other reafens why we prefer the authority of Mr. Kolwell. Mr. 
D. has in fome inllances difeovered rather a partial acquaintance 
with his fubjcfl: ; and even a deiire to fupprefs what he did not 
like. He undertakes to give us an account of the religious rites 
and principles of the Brahmins : he laments that tlie ciaiTics have 
given us fuch imperfect accounts of the Druids ; and hints that 
his account of the Brahmins, will leave poflenly no room to 
complain of a like dc-fccl. Yet how unkind io fucurc ages has 
he been ! He fays not one word of the hchnefs cS the Gentoo 


cows. 
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cows. He I'ays not one word of the rcmiflion of fin, and fubij- 
qucnt holinefs which they aferibe to the fjprinkling of cow-pif? 
and cow-dung ; though no fad can be better afceixaiiied than the 
fupreme veneration which the Brahmins pay to the cow and to her 
iacred excrements ; for no dodrine was ever more generally re- 
ceived in any country than this in India. His total omilllon 
therefore of the moib popular religious ceremony of the Gentoos 
is quite unpardonable. 

It is an allowed truth, fays Mr. Hoi well, that there never 
** was yet any fyflem of theology broached to mankind, whofe 
** firll profeiTors and propagators, did not announce its ckfeent 
from Yet though this obfervation be univerfally and 

inconteftably juft, and though no people lay bolder claims to vari- 
ous revelations than the Gejntoos, though fuch is the very Ipirit of 
every legend, yet all this will be quite unknown to future ages ; 
for Mr. Dow pafies over all thele pretenfions in ihc fiightefi: man- 
ner. The exigence of Brlmha^ he lays, is not believed. Beafs 
Munly the author of the Bedang^ was a reputed prophet ; and 
Goutam the founder of the other jfe<5l was only a phiiofbpher. 
And thus the Gentoo pretenfion to divine revelations, a fadt as 
notorious as the Gentoo veneration of cow dung, is alfo very 
haadibmely fupprelTed. 

Mr- Holwell, on the other hand, has alfo his foibles. His 
fyftem, and all the arguments he has brought in fupport of it, 
are pretty *:vell fpiced <Lotth in/anify. Yet whenever he was fo 
happy as to lofc fight of his favourite fyftem, Mr. HolwelPs 
accounts of Gentoo opinions and manners bear every mark of 
authenticity, and are fully confirmed by the moft intelligent of 

former 
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former travellers. Mr. KohvclPs account therefore, of 
gin of the Gentoo feriptures, deierves fomc regard. 

According to Mr. Do^v, bdifs muni, or the infpired, the 
coilcv5tor of the Bcdan^^ lived aboat 4000 years ago, and fome 
ages after him his BdiLing was rcvlfeci by one Sinder S'ZuamL 
Since which, he fays, it has been reckoned facred, and 
not fubjccfl: to any further alterations.’' And Goiitam, the 
author of the other feet, lived near 4000 years ago. Mr. Hol- 
well, on the other hand, affirms that there were two great cor- 
ruptions of the Brahmin dodbrine. And his manner of account- 
ing for it, That the priefts of one half of India, and thofe of 
the other half, vied with each other in inventing wild and mon- 
llrous legends, on purpofe to raife their power by means of the 
deepell faperlhition ; is infinite iy more credible, than that thefe 
huge volumes of abfurd metaphyfics, and numberlefs contradic- 
toiy fables, the Bedang and Neadirfm Shatters, were colledted 
and compiled by two or three profound philofophers. 

Both Mr. H. and Mr. D. agree, that fince the innovations 
and compilings which they mention, the Shatters have remained 
unaltered, and have been held by their followers as facred. That 
there fliould be fuch a number of commentators upon the 
feriptures of Bramah, about 4000 years ago, and none fince 
that time, appears to us highly incredible : that the priefts of 
that period, found it their intereft to invent new legends, but 
that the priefts of fticceeding ages added nothing, appears to us 
as the weakeft of fuppofitions. By a fucceflion of commenta- 
tors, other countries trace the antiejuity of their books of reli- 
TOL. 1 1. X gion 
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gion and philofophy to certain periods. Nothing is more na- 
tural than that this kind of proof Ihouid arife- Yet nothing of 
this kind is offered to afccitain the high antiquity of the books 
of Hindoitan. 


The confcqucnce therefore is, that like the legends of the Ro- 
mifh faints, thefe Shafters are the accumulated fuperftition of 
many ages, fome of which were very diftant from each other, 
and fomc of them not very diilant from our own times. Not to 
mention the authority of Ferihita, the Perfian hifborian of Hin- 
doftan, who denies the high antiquity of the Gentoo writings ; 
certain it is, from internal evidence, that the dodfrines of the 
pure Shaftah of Mr. Holwell, were unknown or unregarded by 
the Brahmins who lived about 2,000 years ago. When a religious 

rite 


* Ferilhta aflerts that the Hindoos have no lildory of better authority than 
the Mahaberit, wliich is a legendary poems citecmcd by the prefent Brahmins 
of a much later date than the Shafters. Mr. Do -.v, however, lets this autho- 
rity alkie. “ The Mohammedans, he fays, know nothing of the Hindoo 
« learning’* And Ferifhta coUcacd his accounts fi om Pcrfian authors, being 
altogether unacquainted with the Shanlcnta,or learned language of the 
“ Brahmins, in which the internal hillory of India is comprehended.” In 
invalidating the authority of the Hiflory which he gave to the Public, Mr. 
Dow might have added one circumftancc which moH: eifeftiialiy would have 
ferved his purpofe ; a circumftance which makes the whole of Feriihta’s hifto- 
ry oppear as a meer fabrication. This Hiitorian, though he treats of that par- 
ticular period, has not one woid of the arrival, or of the wars of the Portii- 
guefe in India. Though they reigned lords of all the Afiaiic fcas ; though 
this native country Perfia, and Qvavy piiuce of Intib, were, at different 
times, foraimoffa whole century, haraifed by their warn ; tliough the po- 
litics of every court of Hindoftan were influenced by the conquefts and 
neighbourhood of thefe warlike and powerful flrangcrs, honeft Ferillita, in 
his hiflory of that very period as tranfiated by Mr. Dow, appears never to 
have heard one word about the matter. What pity is it that Mr. Dow, 
who Ihews fuch good will to condemn his author’s authority, fhould have 
omitted this conclufive and moft extraordinary circumflance. 
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rite is in direct oppofition to a cardinal injun(ft:ion, we muft give 
up the antiquity of the one or the other. Mr. Hoiweli tells us 
that the pure of Brahma prohibits fcif-muider under the 

dreadful penalty of eternal damnation ; that the fou] which com- 
mits it Hrali never have another fcate of probation in a mortal 
body. Yet no fa(n: in ancient hiilory is more certain than that the 
Indi'in pluiofophers about 2000, and 15 00 years ago, afiiklly 
and olfenUlioully in public, committed felf-murder, in the belief 
that it would convey tliem immediately to heaven. Did thefe 
philofophers know or believe what the pure Shaftah of Brahma 
fays of fuicide ? Or did Brahma’s wives, and the priefls who in- 
ftituted the rites of the horrid feif-murder of widows, did they 
know of this dreadful prohibition I 

Mr. Hohvell alTures us (ch. viii. p. 15.) that the angelic fall, 
and its confequent metemplychofis, the one the crime, the other 
the punifhment of thefe unhappy free agents, form the^^^*:? f qua 
non of the Gentoos, but Mr. Dow fays not one word of the au* 
gelic fall ; fo far from it, lus Brahmin f'fcem excludes fach fup- 
pofition. From hence, and from numbeilefs other irrefiagabie 
proofs, certain it is that the Brahmins are irrsconcilcably divided 
among themfclvcs upon what are the dod^rrincs of the Shailah. 
Different fedts of ail religions give diucrent intcipretations to their 

X z records 

f Yet in ch. vii. p. 15 1. ho tells us tliat the Gentoos have lofl fight of 
their original Jin, or defection, “ (i. e. the angelic fail) and that the whole 
condiKH: of the drama of the Cbatah and Aug hturrah Shades — has not the 
“ fmalleft rctroipC(fl to their firft tranfgre/non, or the means of atoning for 
** it. — This, adds he, is the fittiation of tile bulk of the people of SdojLn, 
as well as of the modern Srabnsks ; amongft the latter, if we except one 
** in a thoufaud, (i. c. ^v^ocan oibgoyijj j we give them ovei -meaflire.” 
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records held Tiered. But it is peculiar to the religious of India 
to contradicT: each other in the moll clTentid hifcorical circum- 
ilancos. 

This diiagreement, peculiar to the Brahmins, is eafily 

accounted for. They hove a great multiplicity of Shafters % ; as 
many perhaps as there were fanatic fermons in the days of Crom- 
Vv clL And to this let it be added, they are written in a dead lan- 
guage, in a tongue and charaaer diiTerent from thofe of common 
u(e in India ; and their contends arc concealed with the moft jea- 
lous care. The Brahmins are the foie mailers of them 5 and to 
read and explain them to the man of another caft incurs the moH 
dreadful of all the Gentoo punifliments. On account of this 
fecrecy feme m?ty venerate the wifdom and facrednefs of their 
doctrines. For our part we cannot help being led, by this very 
cue, to fufpeft that there is fomething extremely abfurd, frivolous, 
and childifh, in what is thus religion fiy enveloped in the veil of 
darknefs. 

In the couiTe of this enquiry, we have feen fome moil ilrik- 
ing alterations in the Brahmin tenets and charader. Thefe phi- 
iofophers do not now upon principle die by fire. Sixteen 
hundred years ago they had no idols. Yet on the arrival of 
the modern Europeans in India, all the iupcrilition of ancient 

Egypt, 

^ Mr. Dow f:tys, (p. xxxvlli. in a note) “ There are many Shafters 

among the Hindoos, ib that iholc wriiers who affirmed, that ihete was 
“ but one Shaftcrin India, which, like the bible of the chiiftians. 01 Koran 
“ of the followers of Ivlahommed, couLained the fii ft principles of the Brah- 
“ min faith, have deceived thcrafelvcs and the public.” 
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Lgyptj in the adoration of animals and vegetables, Teemed more 
than revived by the Brahmins. Two hundred years ago, the 
Gentoo princes offered immenfe fums for the facred tooth of 
the monkey, Hammanu We are afTured by gentlemen of ob- 
fervation who have been long in India, that there is not now a 
Gentoo of fortune who would give a farthing for it. And both 
Mr. H. and D. found fiich able philofophers and ailcgorifers 
among the Brahmins, as never any former traveller conveiTed 
with in India. 

Sieh^ fays Mr. H. iitcraily hgnihes a cLj]rjyt:r, an avenger^ 
a puni/ljtr^ and is the objccl: of gieat dlfniay and terror to the 
** Gent 00s ; but modern expoundcis of Bramalds Shafich^ have 
foftened the rigour of his oharaCler, by giving him names and 
attributes of a very different natuie from thit of Skh. They 
call him Moyhor, (a contradcicn of Mahahfoor^ the moji mighty 
dyiroyer of evil J and under this fbothing title he is vorfliipped, 
not as Sieh the deflroyer, bat as the defreyer of evih The 
other epithet they have given to him is Moideby (a contrac- 
tion of Mahtihdchlahy the moib miglity angel) in this feiife he 
is worfliipped as the averter of evil, and under this charade* 
he has the molt altars erected to hiind' 

After this niofe egregious inftance of .'.lodermfingy nothing 
need be added in proof that the prefent are very different from 
the ancient dodrines of India. In a word, the rabbinical pre- 
tenGons that Adam, Seth, and Enoch wrote great part of the 
Talmud, and that Abraham taught aftronomy and mathematics 
in the plains ox Mamrc, are not more abfurdly ridiculous than 

the 
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the Gentoo prctenliona to a fimilar antiquity of their lacred 
boohs. Every one, who is acquainted with the hiffcory of the 
hum in iTiiari. knows what an alteration in the manners of that 
rncf: biootted people the Jews, was introduced by the Babylonian 
captivity. Before that period amazingly dull and Eupid, after 
their return from Affyria, they began to philofophize. The fu- 
perilition and idolatry of the modern Brahmins have certainly, 
in the fame manner, received great improvement of features from 
the converfation of Europeans, whofe example, however other- 
wife vicious, could not fail to con\ince them of the abfurdity of 
fuch mental wcaknefs. Nor can we pafs unobferved the rejec- 
tion of the fourth Beda. By its fubje£l, the knowledge of the 
good being, it feems to be the moll valuable of the whole, ex- 
cept the fccond, which treats of the religious and moral duties. 
Yet the Brahmins, fays Mr. Dow, have long rcjev5ted it, bccaufe 
the Mohammedan religion, they fay, is borrowed from it. On 
the fuppolition, which they pretend, that their facred books were 
dictated by divine authority, the rejedlion of any part is as un- 
warrantable, as the reafon for rcjc<5ling the fourth Beda, is fub- 
millive and ridiculous. The rejection of a part of their facred 
feriptures thus openly confeiTed, and yet the whole moll care- 
fully concealed from the e^^es of every enquirer ; the alterations 
of their tenets and charafEcr ; the propenlity the human mind 
has to improve when under long and favourable opportunities, 
ail concur in demonilrating that not only the f 3 dl:ems of MelT. 
H. and D. are widely diliercnt from thofc of the ancient Gen- 
toos, but that whatever in future may be given by the moft: 
learned Brahmins, as their genuine and ancient tenets, ought 
by no means to be depended upon .as such. While the 

Brahmins 
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Brahmins continut; a fecty thofe leading principles of human na- 
ture, zeal for what is efteein^-d facred, and partiality to national 
honour, will ever influence v.bcii they la;/ their philofophy 

before the eyes of flrangcrs, particularly wiiere the boa/bed 
fecrec3/ of near 4000 years, promlfes the impoiTibility of detec- 
tion. Shall we believe that the gloifes and refinements of the 
modern learned Brahmins, coniain the genuine ideas and mn- 
ciples of the ancient Hindoos? We may as well bchL-.c that 
the popifn pdefls on the Indian miihon, will giro the B^idimins 
a faithful hlflory of the dctcftahlc tyranny and abominia.]-' wick- 
ednefs of the popes and their holy church, during the rnonkifli 
ages. Who that confldcrs thefj 'irriLing fuels, and rlieh certain 
confe(|Uvence3, can withhold his contempt, when he is 'told of 
the religious care with which the Brahmins have th^fe four 
thoufand years preferved their facred riles ? An auiurdity only 
equal to that of thofe who tell ua, that God irtfcrudled Adam 
in the myfteries of free mafonry, and that Noah every new 
moon held a mafon^s lodge in the ark. 

And yet all this is nothing to the ridicule of what follows : 
Where does the pure Shalhah of Brahma cxiffc ? Mr. D.’s learned 
pundit feems never to have heard a word about it, W^hy truly, 
the original text of Brahma is preferved, lays Mr. PL ch. iv. 
p. 13. in the Chatah Bhade^ or f.n fenpiures cj the mighiy fphiL 
This work, he fays, is a paraphrafe on the pure Siiafc^h, which 
confifbed only of four feriptures ; therefore, the original text 
mufb be only interlperfcd. And this paraphrafe Mr. H. repro- 
bates as the infamous work of prieflcraft, and the original caufe 
of the poiyiheifm of the Gentoos. And this pure text is not 

only 
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only to be picked at ckibretion and plcaiure, out of this niO^ 
tlicr of idolatry, but the ability fo to do is confined to a very 
fcw’iainilios. “The original, plain, pure, and fimpie tenets, 
(fays Mr, K. p. 15.) of the Chatuh Bhudd of Bramah (1500 
years af..er its firit promulgation) became by degrees utterly 
“ loll: ; except to three or four Gofeyn families, who at this day 
“ are oviy cabahh of reading and expounding it, from the 
“ Sanfcrit character ; to thefe may be added a few others of the 
tribe of Balar^e.aa^ Brahmlnsy who can read, and expound 
from the Chamh Bha:h v/n;ch full preferred the text of the 
original, as before remarked.’’ 

Can prctcnllons to the molb remote anticjulty be more com- 
pletely ridiculous ! By thefe three or four families who only can 
difeover, read, anrl expound the pure Shajlah of Brahma^ we 
muffc und^rfband thefe Brahmins with whom Mr. H. converfed, 
and %vIiom5 in the ulmo^l piobabiiity he taught to fay as he faid; 
and then (lis'c thofe who have been to tne ciirmhig many on en- 
quiry aftc! Jlohn goods or a fteedheurl ) came home highly fatis- 
fied with having his own iiinfcs repeated to him in other words. 

And thus, Rom the concurrent teilimony of all former tra- 
vellers, moR virtually conlinncd ly Meffrs. H. and D. we have: 
dlfpfayed the wild, capricious, and grefs fpirit of tlie Gentoo 
theology ; tlie cndlefs confciior of their legends ; the impiety 
and puerility of their nietaphyhcs : their ignorance of natural 

phllofophy ; 

•The abinulity of this arbitrary rtic<ftl.*n kS ihj pure ^hiuluh, is clcnjon- 
jliritc'd, undtifigaeiUy, by Air. H. hindl.I.\ Fc: ^ays die r.rie Ghaftah of 
Bruhma contained no mythinogy ; and yet vd.al he has Ic h Aki us the pure 
Shafiah, as the quotations already given, evince, Is rnyihoiogicnl. 
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philofbplw ; the iiiimorality of their penances and idolatry ; the 
general turpitude and bafenefs of the Hindoo charadler ; the 
alteration of their principles and manners in various ages ; the 
utter uncertainty of the various dates of their writings held la- 
cred ; and, above ail, the abfurdity of thofe who have maintained 
that thefe writings have remained unaltered alniofl thefe 4000 
years, and are of fuperior antiquity to the records of any otlier 
nation. 

It is an obfervation founded on experience, that the zealot 
of any fe( 5 t, in giving an account of his religion to one who 
knows nothing about ii, will give every circumilance the befl 
glofs, and Jlrain every feature, as much as polTible, to a confor- 
mity to the ideas of his intelligent friend f . And from the 
coQtradidlory accounts of hlr. PI. and Mr. D. let future tra- 
vellers beware how they obtrude upon Europe, the opinions of 
two or three Brahmins, as the only genuine dodrines of the 
Gentoos. The irreconcileable contradidions of thefe philofo- 

phers 


f Tn this rnrinnc-r Jofephus, z, rr.an of great abilities, wrote Ills hillory of 
the Jewc. He ha.«, altered, fiipprclTeu, glr'lTea, and falfified, on purpofe to 
adape the majine::-. and optnioas of his conatr'/men, as much irs poffible, to 
the tafee of tlieCi'Lek r.r.cl Po'ma’i philoibpheri. In the fame manner, we 
believe, it may be aHi,.'-.-;], ih.it c/vi'y Jciuit behaves, when he defends po- 
pery in eonveiTacion with an ciillcntcr from the church of Rome, 

w'ho lias the art to of -he doctrines cf the papacy, and of 

the writci's of that cemmunion. One rnay often meet with a fenfible 
papilt, v/Iio eithei Lroni igiioiance of lac hldory of his own religion, or 
from prejudice in its favour, will very confidently deny the horrid cruelties, 
fupenliLions, and villanous arts of holy church ; thofe intrigues and tranf- 
aclioRs which fo.m tlie principal part of the hiftoiy of Europe duiing fix 
or feven monkifii centuries. Yet what wife man will upon fuch evidence 
rcjc£t tiic teftiniony of ages ? The allufion is apt, and the inference is the 
fame. 
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pliers have been donionllriiLcd. And thcfe con trad! (ftions evi« 
dently appear to have thus arifen : The philofophy and mytho- 
]og;y of the GeLcoos^j form (lich a boundlefs chaos of ccnfuflon 
and contradicLiuns, liuit no L^vo of thefe philofophers, unac- 
quainted w'Lh ci^ch otherj can poilibiy give the fame or a con- 
sent account of their tenets ; And whenever one of fuperior 
ingctiUity vamps up a line philofophical theory out of the origi- 
nal mafsj another, perhaps equally ingenioiiSj comes and puts 
one in mind of the fible of the bee and the Spider in Swift’s 
battle of the books. The IJjider had with great, pains jufl: 
hniflied his web to catch flies, when the bee blundered that way, 
and demoliflicd it. A plague fplit you, (quoth the ipidcr) 
for a giddy whorefon, is it you, with a vengeance, have made 

all this litter and do you think I have nothing 

‘clfe to do, in the devil's name, but to mend and repair after 
your a 

And verily, verii}', in this itrain may the moll learned of the 
modern Brahmins exclaim to each other. 
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BOOK VIIL 


With eye unmoved the filent Catual viewed 
The piftured fire with feeming life endued ; 

A verdant vine-bough waving in his right. 

Smooth fiowed his fweepy beard of glofly white; 
When thus, as fwift the Moor unfolds the word. 
The valiant Paulus to the Indian lord : 


Bold though thefe figures frown, yet bolder far 
Thefe godlike heroes fhined in ancient war. 

In that hoar fire, of mien ferene, auguft, 

Lufus behold, no robber-chief unjuft ; 


His 
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His cluftcr*^ boLi^Ii^ tlie iliine wiiicli Bacchus - bore^ 

He wavL-s, tlie eriibleai of his c'.ire or yore 5 
The friend of f.vage man, to Bacchus dear. 

The foil of Bacchus, or the bold compeer, 

What time his yellow locks with vine-leaves cuiTd, 

The youthful god fubdued the favage world, 

Bade vineyards glifteii o'er the dreary u’aile. 

And Iiumanlzed the nations as he paft. 

Luhis, the love a conipauioii of the god, 

In Spain’s fair bofom £:ct his laH: abode, 

Our kirigdom founded, and illiidrioiis reign'd 
lu tiiofe fair lawns, the bieft Elyfium b feign’d, 

Where 

* His ciiij.. / \i hov'rh^ •tvukO BjccIjus Camoens immediately be- 

foie, and in tao ionnu* Look, cu:U the eniigri of Lufus a bough ; here he*, 
calls it the gic'cii ih) nus of Baxvns, 

C Ot'/vl JI4. i!<i Hue :c 

"'iic tryi-fjs honcier, \\z& a javelin l'.\ tiled \vitk ivy-Icavcs, uied in the fa- 
crificco of n.iccaai. 

^ :ls I'uJ: L.-f, ffi — In this aflcrtion, onr author 

ha.s the anti.oii.y .-i' SrraL.\ a fonr.duticn n:fr!s:it..2t for a poet. Nor arc 
thicic waniii--^ i'cvetiu Spanidt v .itti.s, particularly Barhfi^ who ierioully af- 
firm thci: llcmor drew tht lli'.j tVd\:ption oV P.lylluin, In Lie fourth OcKi- 
from tho bcaulifni velU*. £. of ?p iin, v.heic, in one of I/ts voyages, ii > 
he arri.'v.u, £py:>r, Lewevt:*. ih/.in.-, co h:.\c a Lcaer title* co this ho- 
nour. The ruble of Charon, a^rd ila the peeLicai htli, are evi- 
dently iVcir. the iv^yptran ritt j ci haciel, and are okh r tlian Ilo- 

mc.v. Alter a ft.'iyman had eenveyed lise e.a'pfj ov. r a lake, certain 
jutiges ei-amiin.d ilr* IIlc of the d,cc:i‘id, pr: ;h.'du.iy L'.s \-!ali'n to the vir- 
Lue oi loj alcy, and, according co ih* report, d* crc. or rtrulld the honours 
:»f iepiiLure. The place of the cauicombs, accordingto l>io,!on!ft Siculus, 
was ii.rioonded with deep cairalfr, L^-auflfui r/u'-'.-.h-ws, ajid a v.livlernels of 
grovi;.. And Ills unh-^riUly ihar iLe pair of the Orecian 

fuMes 
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Where winding oft the Guadiana roves. 

And Douro murmurs through the flowery groves. 

Here with bis bones he lefc his deathlcfs fame. 

And Lulitania’s clime ihall ever bear his name. 

That other chief th’ embroidered fdh Jlfpla^vs, 

Toll o’er the deep whole years of weary days, 

On Tago's banks at iaft his vows he paid : 

To wifdom’s godlike power, the Jove-born maid, 

Who fired his lips with eloquence divine, 

On Tago’s banks he reared the hallowed ftirlne : 

UlyfTes 


iibhs were fabricated iVor.i the cuftoms and opinions of Egypt. Several 
other nations have alfo claimed the honour of lufording the idea of the 
fields of thtj blclied. Even the Scotch challen;^e it. Many Grecian fa- 
bles, lays an autiior ot that country, arc evidently founded on the reports 
of the Phamician lailors. That thefc navigators tra i.d to the coatls of 
Britain is certain. In the middle of fummer, the feufon when the ancients 
performed their voyages^ for about fix weeks there is no night over the 
Orkney iflands ; the dilk of the fun during that time fcarceiy finking below 
the horizon. This appearance, together wiui tlie calm which ufuaily pre- 
vails at that feafon, and the beautiful verduic of the ifianus, could not fail 
to excite the admiration of the Tyrians; and their accounts of the place 
naturally afibrded the idea that thefe iflands were inhabited by the fpirits 
of the julr. This, fays our author, is countenanced by Homer, who places 
his iflands of the Happy, at the extremity of the ocean. Tiiat the fables 
of Scylia, the Gorgades, and feveral others, were founilecl on .he accounts 
of navigators, feems probable ; and on this fuppofition the infula: foriu- 
naua,und purpurarise, now the Canary and Madeira iflands, aifo claim thj 
honour of giving colours to the defeription of Elylium. The truth how- 
ever appears to be this : That a place of happinefs is rofcrvtd for the ii>i- 
rits of the good, is the natural fuggclHon of that anxiety and hope con- 
cerning the future, which animates the hunjan bread:. All the barbarous 
nations of Africa and Ametica agtee in placing their heaven in beautiful 
iflands at an immenfe dillance over the ocean. Tlic idea is univerfal, and 
:: natural to every nation in the ftate of barbarous fimplicity. 
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ITiyfles he, though fated to deftroy 
On Aiian ground the heaven-built towers of ^ Troy, 

On Europe’s ftrand, more grateful to the ikies, 

He bade th’ eternal wails of Liiboa ^ rife. 

But who that godlike terror of the plain, 

Who ftrews the fmoaking field v/ith heaps of flain } 
What numerous legions fly in dire difmay, 

Whofe ftandards wide the eagle’s wings difplay ? 

The pagan aiks 5 the brother ^ chief replies. 

Unconquer’d deem’d proud Rome’s dread ftandard flies. 
His crook thrown by, fired by his nation’s woes. 

The hero-ihepherd, Viriatus roie j 

His country faved proclaim’d his warlike fame. 

And Rome’s wide empire trembled at his name. 

That 


® — heanfen-huilt tatvers of Alliicling to the fable of Neptune, 

Apollo, andLaomedon. 

** On Europe s fraud more grateful to the files ^ 

He Bade th' eleniai •zvalls uf Lf/oa rifi' — . 

For fome account of this tradition, fee the note, book in. p. a6. Ancient 
traditions, however fabulous, have a good effeif in poetry, Virgil has not 
fciupled to infer t one, which required an apoIogJ^ 

fdesfoSlQ-^ fed fama peminis* 

Spenfer has given us the hiftory of Brute and his defeendants r.t full length 
in the Eaerk ^een-, and Milton, it is known, was fo fond of that abfurd 
legend, that he intended to write a poem on the fubjeft ; and by this fond- 
nefs was induced to mention it as a truth in his introdudion to the hifloi 7 
of England, 

hro^her Paulus de Gama. 
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Th*';: gcncrccr. pviclc v^iilch Vlome to Pyrriius ^ bore^ 

To ill''*.'. y r.ot ; ior tliej- fear’d him more. 

Not on the fisjld c/erceme by manV fcrc’j 
Peaceu'.l be f! "pt, ;r::l nc*./ d. m-urf trcd corfe 
By treafc'i fiaia he lay. Ho.v ftern.j bcliohlj 
That ofner hero, firm, ereCt, and bold : 

The power by vdilch he boafced he cliYincd, 

Belide him pictur’d ftands, the milk-white hltid : 

Injured by Rome, the ftern Sertorius Hed 
To Tago’s fliore, and Lufus’ oflsprlag led ; 

Their worth he knew ; hi fcartcr’J flight he drove 
The ftandards painted with die birds of Jove. 

And lo, the flag whofe ihinlng colours own 
The glorious founder of the Lallan throne ! 

Some deem the warrior of Hungarian S race, 

Some from Lorraine the godlike hero trace. 

From Tagus’ banks the haughty Moor expell’d, 

Galicia’s fons, and Leon’s warriors quell'd. 

To weeping Salem’s ever-hallowed meads. 

His warlike bands the holy Henry leads, 

By holy war to fanfllfy his crown. 

And to his iatefl race aufpicious waft it dowm. 

And 


^T/jat generous jtude ’ivhich Rome to Pyrrhus When Pyrrhus, king 

of Epii'us was at war with tiie Romars. hisphyficlan ofTerccl to poifbn him. 
The fenate rejeftcd the propofal, and acquainted Pyrrhus or ihc defigned 
troalbn. Eloius remarks on the iiifarnous airaiiinarion of Viiiatus, that 
the Roman fenaLedid him great honour; ui ^^deretur alifer r}imi n;': /■duf/fe i 
it was a ronreiTion that they could not otherwife conquer him. Vid. I'lorr 
L 17. For a lullcr account of this great m?n, fee the note, book i. p. 14* 

£ Some ctdehi the •warrior of Huuvatititi rfif-—- hcc tue note, book ill. p. 
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Ai'»d who this awful chief? aloud exclaims 
The wonderlnp^ regciiL;, o’or iL'j Held he flames 
Li dazzling hcclj where’er lie bends his courfe 
Tiic battle finks beneath his headlong force 5 
Againit his troops, though few, liie numerous foes 
In vain their fpears and towery walls oppolc. 

With fmoakiug blood his armour fpr'uikled o’er. 

High to the knees his courfer paws in gore 5 

O’er crowns and blood-ftain’d eiiiigus fcatter’d round 

He rides ; his courfer’s brazen hoofs rciound. 

In that great chief, the lecond Gama cries. 

The frit ^ Alonzo ftrikes thy wondering eyes. 

From Lums’ realm the pagan Moors he drove ; 

Heaven, whom he loved, beftow’d on him fuch love, 
Beneath him, bleeding of its mortal wound. 

The Mooriih ibrength lay proftrate on the ground. 

Nor Ammon’s fon, nor greater Julius dared 
With troops fo few, with holts lb numerous warr’cl : 

Nor lefs fliali fame the fubjecl heroes own : 

Behold that hoary warrior’s ragefui frown ! 

On his young pupil’s flight his burrdng ' eyes 
He darts, and, turn thy flying hoft, he cries. 

Back 

^ Hhe frji Alo}:^o King of Portugal. See the note, eoci; hi. p. az. 

i On his you}:g pufir s fJ^Li > ■ «* * Some, indeed, moft wntujs fay, that 

the queen (cf ’zvborn,fce book hi. p. 17.) advancing with her army towards 
Guimaraez, the king, without waiting till his governor joined him, engaged 
them and was routed : hut that afterwards the remains of his army being 
joined by the troops under the command of Egaz JVInnitz, engaged the 
army of the queen a fccond time and gained a complete vidory. Univ. 

jm. 
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Back to the licld — ^Tlie veteran and tlie boy 
Back to die ileld exnk with forloLis joy : 

Tlicir rankc mow’d dowii^ their boadful foe recedesj, 
The vanqoilh’d triumph, and the vi,D:or bleeds. 

Again tliat mirror of unihaken faith, 

Egaz behold, a chief felf-doom’d to ^ death. 

Beneath Cafdlia’s fv/ord his monarch lay ; 

Homage he vow’d his heiplefs king ihoiild pay; 

His haughty king relieved, the treaty fburns, 

With confeious pride the noble Egaz burns ; 

His comely fpoufe and infant race he leads, 

Himfelf the fame, in fentenced felon’s weeds ; 

Around their necks the knotted halters bound, 

With naked feet they tread the flinty ground ; 

And proArate now before Caftiiia’s throne 
Their offer’d lives their monarch’s pride atone. 

Ah Rome ! no more thy generous conful ^ boafl, 

Whofe lorn fubmiilion faved his ruin’d hoft : 

No father’s woes affail’d his ftedfaft mind ; 

The deareft ties the Lulian chief reiigii’d. 

There, by the ftream, a town beGeged, behold. 

The MooriGi tents the fhatter’d walls infold, 

VOL. II. Y Fierce 

^ Egaz a chief felf-doomd io death — See the fame itorj”, book hi. 

p. 19. 

^ Ah Rome! no more thy generous conful Pofthumus, who, over- 

powered by the Samnites, lubraitted to the indi?nity of palLng uuder th« 
yoke or gallows. 
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Fierce the lion Froin the covert fprings, 

When hunger gives his rage the whirlwind’s wings ^ 

From ambufii, lo^ the valiant Fuaz pours, 

Arxd whelms in hidden rout th’ aftonifli’d Moors, 

The Moor] ill king in captive chains he fends; 

And lovv' at Lifboa’s throne the royal captive bendi-^ 

Fuaz again the artifFs fkill difplays ; 

Far o’er the ocean fliine his enlign’s raj'S ; 

In crackling flames the Moorifh galleys fiy. 

And the red blaze afeends the biufliing ficy : 

O’^er Avila’s high fcccp the flames afpire. 

And wrap the forefls in a fhcet of lire : 

There feem the waves beneath the prows to boil ; 

And diftant far around for many a mile 
The glaffy deep redccls the ruddy blaze ; 

Far on the edge the yellow light decays. 

And blends with hoverir«g blrxkncfs. Great and dread 
Thus ihoue the clay when firft the combat bled, 

'The firf: f.i:r lieioes battled on the main. 

The gl^-: icus pr^-ludc of our naval reign, 

Y^blcii now the waves beyond the burning zone. 

And norfncni Greenland’s frofl-bound billows ov/n. 

Again 

'fk' Muo/ijh -The Aicaydc3, or triniitary ;^ov!jrrois under tho 

.Uliumoiin or cmpui or of Morocco, are o/cen by the Span iih xid Portu- 
♦>ue‘.e writers {tiled kings. Ko who was iliiprirod and taken priibiitr by 
Dan Fuaz Roupinho, was named Gama, Fuaz, after having gained the 
iir£t naval victory of the Portuguefe, alfb experienced their iird defeat. 
With one and twenty luil, he attacked fifty-fonr large gallics of the Moors. 
The tea. fays Brandan, which had lately furnifiicd him with trophies, n.ow 
iappll-.d him with a tomb. 
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Agaii) behold brave Faaz dares the fight ! 

0 ’er;:Gv/er’d lie links beneath the Moorlfli might ^ 

Smiling hi death the niartyr-licro iieSj 

And io f his ioid triumphant mounts the fkies. 

Here nov/ Leliold, iii ivariike porno poiirtray'd, 

A foreign navy brings the pious ® aid. 

Loj marching from the decks the fc]uadrons fpread^ 
Strange ihclr attire* their afpeft llrm and dread. 

The holy crofs their enfigns bold difplay. 

To Salem’s aid they plough’d the watery way ; 

Yet firff, the caufe the fame, on Tago’s fliore 
They dye their maiden fwords in Pagan gore. 

Proud flood the Moor on Lifboa’s warlike towers j 
Prom Lifooa’s walls they drive the Moorifli powers : 
Amid the thickeft of the glorious fight, 

Lo ! Henry falls, a gallant German knight, 

A martyr falls ; that holy tomb behold. 

There waves the bloITom’d palm the boughs of gold : 
O’er Henry’s grave the facred plant arofe, 
Andfromtheleavesjheaven’sgift, gay health rcdundaiit''fiows. 

y 2 Aloft, 


^ A f orchil na‘v*‘) Irhigsthc pious aid — A navy of cruiaders, mofiily En^dih. 
S^e BOOK 111. p. a6. 

<» A, id from the leaves'- ^This legend is mentioned by fome audent Portu- 

gucle dironides, Homer would have availed himfelf, as Camoens hiS 
done, of a tiadidon fo cnthullaftical, and characteriilic of the age. Henry 
was a native of Eonneviile near Cologn. His tomb, favs Cailera, is Uiil 
to be feea in tlie rnonafler\^ of St. Vincent^ but without the pahn. 
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Aiulty uiii'arl, the val hint Paulus crks , 
inhant iievv" wars on new-ipread enligns rife. 

U> robes of white behold a prieft P advance ! 

His fword in fpliiiters frnites the Moorifli lance ; 
Arronchez won revenges Lha's fail: 

And lo ! on fair Savilia’s batter’d wall, 

How boldly calm amid the crafhing fpears^ 

That hero-form the LuIIan ftandard rears. 

'There bleeds the war on fair Vandalia’s plain ; 

Lo, rufiiing throivTi the Moors o’er hills of flain 
The hero rides, and proves by genuine claim 
The foil of Egas *1, and his worth the fame. 

Pierced by his dart the flandard-bearer dies j 
Beneath his feet the Moorilh ftandard lies ; 

High o’er the field, behold the glorious blaze ! 

The viclor-youth the Luftan flag difplays. 

Lo, wl'iiic the moon through midnight azure rides. 

From the high wall adown his fpear-ftalF glides 

The daundels Gerald : in his left he bears 

Two watchmen’s heads, his right the faulcliion rears : 

The 

5* fy -rt'/'/i:.' ItholJ a pri f ThcoLomuft, prior of the Rc- 

“ ‘iZ tic. A'jouilinc oi Conymbra. Son*o ancient ciu'onlclcs rchtc 

“ ihiL, circurniiancc as incntionau by Camoens. Modern wrilcrs allut, 
‘‘ thac iic never quitted jiij, bicviaiy.” Crjwtn. 

•i l^he Jui of iiJ-fff — He was named Mem Moniz, and v.as fon of iigas 
Moniz, ctlebr.ited ior the fun wider of himfelf and i’aniiiy to the king of 
Cafiile, as already mentioned. 

* Jaiiritbfs Gzrall — He wzs a man of rank, who, in oidor to avoid 

til-' puiiilhment to Vvhidi Evoial crimes rendered him obuoi^lous, put 

himfelf 
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The gate he opens y fwift from ambufh rife 
His ready bands, the city falls his prize : 

Evora fiiill the grateful honour pays. 

Her banner’d flag the mighty deed difplays : 

There frowns the hero ; in his left he bears 
The two cold heads, his right the faulchion rears. 
Wrong’d by his king, and burning for s revenge, 
Behold his arms that proud Caftilian change ; 
The Moorifli buckler on his bread: he bears. 

And leads the flerceft of the Pagan fpears. 
Abrantes falls beneath his raging force, 

And now to Tago bends his furious courfe. 
Another fate he met on Tago’s fliore, 

Brave Lopez from his brows the laurels tore ; 

His bleeding army ftrew’d the thirfty ground, 

And captive chains the rageful leader bounds 
Hefplendent far that holy chief behold ! 

A fide he throws the facred ftaff of gold. 


325 


And 


liimfelf at the head of a party of freebooters. Tirina however, of that life, 
he refblved to reconcile himiclf to his ibvcrcign by Tome noble afrioa. Full 
of til is idea, one evening he entered Evora, which then belonged to rhe 
Moors. In the nioht he hilled the centinels of one of the gates, which he 
opened to his companions, who fbon became mufters of the place, T'his 
exploit had its defired edett. The king pardoned Gerald, and made him 
governor of Evora. A knight with a fword in one hand, and twt) heads in 
the other, from that timo became the armorial bearing of the city.’* 
'Cojlera. 

’ by Jjh Jihia — Don Pcdro Fernando de Caftro, injured by the 

family of Laru, and denied redrefs by tiie king of Caftile, took the infa- 
mous revenge of bearing urms againft his native country. At the iiead of a 
Moorilh army he committed feveral outrages in Spain ; but was totally 
defeated in Poitiigah 
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And Wielcis tlic fpear of ftceL How bold advance 
The numerous Moors, and with the refted lance 
Hem round the trembling Lufians ! Calm and bold 
Still towers the prieft, and lo ! the fldes ^ unfold : 

ChecrVl by the vifion brighter than the day 
The Luiians trample down the dread array 
Of Hagar’s legions : on the reeking plain 
Low with their Haves four haughty kings lie flain . 

In vain Alcazar rears her brazen walls. 

Before his rulhing heft Alcazar falls. 

Tiiere, by his altar, now the hero lliines, 

And with the warrior’s palm his mitre twines. 

That chief behold : though proud Caftilia’s hoit 
He leads, his birth ftiall Tagus ever boaft: 

As a pent flood burfts headlong o’er the flraiid^ 

So pours his fury o’er A.'garbia’s land : 

Nor rampired town, nor caftled rock afford 
The refuge of defence from Payo’s fword. 

• ,Gy night-vcii’d art proud Sylvcs falls ids prev, 

And Tavila's Iiigh walls at middle day 

Fear lets 


a rjiii io / iL£ JI: hs Accoruiw^ tt> Ibmii niicicnt Portugucli’ 

^Muriories, Don Matthew, hilhop ofLiihor, in tlic ici^rn of Akmo f. 
« attcmptc.l to rccince Alcazar, then in poheinon tiic Moors. Hi& 
« troops bcinj; fudclcnly Ain-oundcd hy a nuh.cjoLis paity of the enemy, 
weic ieady Lo fly, when, at Uic piatu's of ilto bllhop, a venerable old 
‘‘ man, cioathed in white, with a red croD on his bread, appearedin the 
- uii-v I'hc miracle clifptlied the fears of the Porluguefc ; the Moors were 
defeated, and the coiiqiitll of Alcazar crot^ned the victory.” a-r/lva. 
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Fearlefs he fcales : her ftrccts in blood deplore 
The feven brave hunters murdered by the Mooi% 

Thefe three bold knights how dread! thro' Spain andvFrance 

At juil: and tournav with the titled lance 

‘V'it^ors they rode : Caiiilia’s court beheld 

Her peers o’erthrown ; the peers with rancour fu'cird r 

The braveft of the three their fwords hirround ; 

Brave Ribeir ftrews them vanquifli'd o'er the grounch 
Now let thy thoughts, all wonder and on hrCp 
That darling fon of warlike fame admire I 
Proferate at proud Cafhlia's monarch’s feet 
His land lies trembling : lo ! the nobles meet : 

Softly they feem to breathe, and forward bend 
The fervilc neck j each eye diftruRs his friend 5 

Fearful 


“ <■ — /JcT JlrccU it Hood deplore 
"The fexten hraoe hunlct * r'urder d by the 

“ During a Ls oce with the Moors, fix cavaliers of the order of St, 

“ James were, while u > a hunting party, furrouiided and kiliccl by a numc- 
“ rous body of the Moors. Daring the fight, in which the gentlemen fold 
« their lives dear, a common carter, named Garcias Rodrigo, who chanced 
“ to pafs that way, came generouliy to their affifiance, and iolt bis life 
along with them. The poet, in giving all feven the Ikmc Liiie, ihews 
“ us that virtue conftitutes true nobility. Don Rayo de Conca, grand 
maftcr of the order of St. James, revenged the death of thefe brave un- 
“ fortmiates, by the fack of Tavila, where his juft lage put the garrifan to 
the iVord.” Cajiera, 

7l)efe three bold blights hoiv amzi/.'—Nothing can give us a ftrongcr pic- 
ture of the romantic charadler of their age, than the manners of thole cham- 
pions, who were gentlemen of birth; and who, in the true ipirit of knight- 
•erranlry, went about from court to court in quell of ad'^^ntures. Their 
names were, Gonralo Ribciro; Fernando Martinez cle Santarene; and 
Vafeo Anez, fofter-brothcr to Mary, qUv-en of Caftilc, daaghter of Alon- 
so IV. of Portugal 
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FeMrful each tongue to fpcak ; each bofom cold : 

V/iiCii cciour’J \vJth (iern rage, ereft and bold 
TIic hero riles ; Iisre no foreign throne 
Shall fix its bafe ; my native king alone 
Shall reign — Then rufliing to the fight he leads 5 
Low vanquiufid in the duft Caftilia bleeds. 

V/herc proiideil hope might deem it vain to dare, 

God led him on, and crown’d the glorious ^var. 

Though fierce as numei’oas are the hofls that dwell 
By Becis^ ftream, thefe liofts before him fell. 

The fight behold : while abilnt from his bands, 

FrePc on the flcp of flight his army ftancls. 

To call the clilef an herald i^peeds away: 

Lov^'- on his knees the gallant chief furvey ! 

He pours his foul, with lifted hands implores, 

And lieavcn's afiliilrg arm, infinred, adores. 

Panting and paic th-^ h.ciald urges fpeed : 

With lady truil of \ Iclory decreed, 

Carclefs he anfwers, notlilng urgent calls : 

And foon tlie bleeding foe before him falls- 
To Nuina thus the pale Patricians fled ; 

The hoillle f.[uadron’s o’er the kingdom fpread, 

Tlicy cry ; unmoved the holy king replies. 

And I, behold, am oHcring fiacriiice ! 

Earnefr 

ApJ /, I'iootd am This line, the fimplicity of uhichj 

1 Lhinlc, contains great dignity, is adopted from Fanfhaw, 

And [j ye fee, am offering facrificc.-— 
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Erxnell: I fee thy wondering eyes enquire, 

Who this UiLiftrious chief, his country’s fire ? 

The Luf Ltn Sciplo well might fpcak his ^ fame. 

Bat nobler Nunio fhines a greater name : 

On earth’s green bofom, or on ocean grey, 

A greater never fnali the fun farvey. 

Known by the filver crofs and fable y flilehl, 

Two knights of Malta there command the field ; 

From Tago’s banks they drive the ficecy prey, 

And the tired ox lows on his weary way : 

When, as the falcon through the forefb glade 
Tarts on the leveret, from the brown-wmod fiiadc. 

Darts 


V ho has here catched the fpirit of the original : 

A que;r. tj-j a dura, nova ejiava dandoy 
JPoh tVj Vtifpondc, eJioH facrtficando. 

5. e. To whom v.hcn they told the dreadful tuliiigs. And I, he replies, 
am facrificing.” The piety of Kuma was crowned with victory, Vic. 
Pint, in vit. Num. 

* "The Lvfian Sciplo *ivcll rr.ight fpeah his 
But nobler Nunio Jhines a greater nan:o~-» 

Cadera juflly o'oferves the happinefs with which Camoens introduces the 
name of this truly great man. II fays he, le nommer tout a Theurc^ ari.>ec 
tine tzdrejfe et une magnificence digne a an fi beau fujet. 

r r-.vo blights of Thefe knights where firft named knights hofpi- 

tallers of St. John of Jerufalem, afterwards knights oi Rhodes, from whence 
they were dru'en toMeffina, ere Malta was adignedto them, where they 
now remain. By their oath of knighthood they arc bound to protc£l the 
holy fepiiichrc from the profanation of infidels ; and immediately on taking 
this oath, they retire to their colleges, where they live on their revenues in 
all tlic idlcncfs of monkifh luxury. Their original habit was black with a 
;.hitc croft j Ibeharms gules, a crofs, argent. 
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ikiYtj RoJcrlck on tlicir rear ; in fcatter’d llight 
"I’hcy leave tlie goodly herds the victor’s right. 

Again, behold, in gore he bathes his fword ; 

His captive friend, to liberty z reftored. 

Glows to review the caufe that wrought his woe, 

The caufe, his loyalty as taintlefs fnow. 

Here, treafon’s weil-earn’d meed allures thine eyes, 

Low groveling in the duft the traitor dies 5 
Great Llvas gave the blow ; again, behold, 

Chariot and heed in purple daughter roll’d: 

Great Elvas triumphs ; wide o’er Xcrcs’ plain 
Around him recks the nobleft blood of Spain. 

Here 

» IHs before John I. mounted the throne of Portugal, 

one Valeo Porcullo was ocverncrof Viiiaviciofa. Roderic dc Laiidroal and 
his friend Alvare-s Cnytado, ha^in^ difcoveicd that he was in the in tore ft of 
the hin^ of Calfile, drove him :10m his town and fcitrcls. On the efra- 
hlilhinep.t of kino John, Porcat'o had the ait to obtain the favour of that 
prince, but no looner was he ro-Inftatcd in the garrilbn, than he delivered 
!l up to the Caftilians; and plundered the houfe of Ciiytado, whom, with 
his wife, he made prifoner ; and under a numerous party, ordered to he 
jfent to Olivcnca. Roderic de Landroal hearing of this, attacked and de- 
feated the efcort, and fet his friend at libeity. Camera, 

*■ Here ^.vclUearnd meed alltires tJJne While the kingdom of 

ro/tiigal v.as divided, fe me holding viith John the newly eledted king, and 
othersi v/iih. the king of Caftile, Roderic Marin, governor of Campo-Ma- 
UT, ciec^:lred for tlie latter. Fernando d’Eivas endeavoured to gain him 
■'Vi the interefl: of his native prince, and a conference, with tlie ufiiai afTu- 
: '.r.ccsoff'ifcty, was agreed to. Marin, at his meeting, 3 died upon Elvas, 

'.d fent idm prifoner to his cafilc, Elvas having recovered ins liberty, a 
A w days alter met his enemy in the fdd, whom in his- turn he made cap- 
liiO ; and tlie trait^'vous Marin, notwiLlifranding the endeavours of their 
c p'.:na to ia^e Ins life, met the reward of his treafon from thefbldiers of 

Fivas, j rf)t7: 
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Hcrcy Llfboa’s fpaclous harbour meets the view ; 

How vail: the foe’s, the Lufiaii heet how few ! 

Cafllle proud war-fnipi:, cirdlnj^ round, cnclcfe 
The Luhan galiles ; through their thundering rows-. 

Fierce preffing on, Pereira fearlefs rides, 

Plis hooked irons grafp the Ammlrars fides , 

Confufion maddens ; on the dreadlefs knight 
Caftiiia’s navy pours its gather’d might : 

Pereira dies, their feif-devoted prey. 

And fife the Lufian gallies fpced ^ away. 

Lo ! where the lemon-trees from yon green hill 
Throw their cool ihadovrs o’er the cryfial rill ; 

There twice two hundred fierce Caftilian foes 
Twice eight, forlorn, of LuGan race enclcfc : 

Forlorn they feem ; but taintlefs flow’d their blood 
From thofc three Juindred who of old witlilliood, 
Withftood, and fi'om a thoufand Romans tore 
The viftor-wreath, what time the ® iliepherd bore 
The leader’s ftaff of Luius : equal ^ flame 
Infpired tliefe few, their victory the fame. 

Thougli 

^ And Jiifethc Ziiiftan galibs f^eid mvay.- ■■■■■- A niil'nei'OUS fleet of the Caili- 
lians being on their way to lay iiegc to Lifbon, Kuy Perc^ ra, the Portu- 
guefe commander, feeing no polllbillty of vzftoiy, boldly attacked the Spa- 
■nifli admiral. The fury of his onfet pvt the Caflilians in dnorder, and al- 
lowed the Portugaefe gallics a fafe cfcapc. In this brave piece of fervicc 
the gallant Pereyra left his life. 
c ihe ficpLcrdf — Viriatus. 

d jlaue iiifplred ihefc — The Ca^ilbns having laid ftegc to 

Almada, a tbitrcfs on a mountain near Lifton, the garriion, in the utmoft 

diftrefs 
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Thoi:gIi triTenty lances brave each linglc fpear, 
Never the foes fuperior might to fear 
Is our inheritance, our native right, 

Tvell tried, well proved in many a dreadful fight- 

That dauntlefs earl behold ; on Libya’s coaft. 
Far from the fuccour of the Lufian ^ hoft. 

Twice hard beiieged he holds the Ceutan towers 
Againft the banded might of Afric’s powers. 

That f other carl ; — behold the port he bore ; 

So trod hern Mars on Thracia’s hills of yore. 


What groves of fpears Alcazar’s gates furround \ 

There Afric’s nations blacken o’er the ground. 

A thoufand cniigns glittering to the day 
The waining moon’s flant filver horns difplay. 

In 


diiTrefs for water, were at tln:es to make faJIIes to the bottom of 

the hill in quell: of it. Sc\rcN.:«_cn p.>rtiiguelc thus employed, were one day 
attacked by four hundred of the eiicniy. They made a brave defence and 
happy retreat into their fort.'eis- Cujii’rj, 

« luir from the fiiccQuroj ihc Lijlan hof — When Alonzo V. took Ceuta, Don 
Pedro de Menezes, was the only officer in the army who was willing to 
become governor of that fort rels; which, on account of the iincc.'taiuty of 
fuccour rrom Portugal, and the cameft defire of the Moors to regain it, 
was deemed untenable. He gallantly defended his poft in two feverc 
fieges. 

^ ^'hat other f^r/— — He was the natural fon of Don Pedro de Menezes. 
Alonzo V. one day having rode out from Ceuta with a few' attendants, was 
attached by a ntjmerous party of the Moors, when De Vian, and fome 
others under him, at the cxpence of their own lives, purchaful the fafe, re-*, 
treat of their fove reign. 
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In vain their rage no gate, no turret falls. 

The brave Do Vian guards Alcazar’s walls. 

In hopclefs conilicl loft his king appears ; 

Amid the thickeft of the Moorilli fpears 
Plunges bold Vian : in the glorious itrlfe 
He dies, and dying faves his fovercign’s life, 

Illuftrious, lo! two brother-heroes ililuc, 

Their birth, their deeds, adorn the royal line j 
To every king of princely Europe ^ known, 

In every court the gallant Pedro fixonc. 

The glorious s Henry — kindling at his name 
Behold my failors eyes all fparklc fiaine ! 

Kenry the chief, who iirll, by heaven infpired, 

To deeds unknown before, the failor fired j 
The confeious failor left the light of ihore, 

And dared new oceans, never ploughed before. 

The 


« fico hrothcr-herces fihie ^The fons of John L Don Petlro was 

culU-d the Ul/iTesof his age, on account both of his eloquence and his voy- 
ages. He vihted almofl every court of Lcrope, but he priaeioaily diilin- 
guilhed liimfelf in Germany, where, under tlie flandards of Li'-'- emperor 
Sigifniond, he lignalucd his valoai in the \«ar again il the Tuiks. Ca^tra, 
s Thcgloriojs Hi'iiry In puriuancc of the iv.aibns aiTigntd in the pre- 

face, the tranilatOi has here taken the iibcity to make a tranfpofition in 
the order of his author. In Cam6ons,Don Pedro de Mcnezes, and his ion 
De ^'ian, conclude the defeription of the pictured cnftgns. Don Heniy, the 
greateft man pe''haps that ever Portugal produced, has cerUlniv L:ie belt 
title to dole ihis proceflioii of the l^ufiaa heroes. And as he v.as the fa- 
thei of navigation, particulaiiy of the voyage ot Gama, to uan up tne nar- 
rative with Lis encoi.'ium, it may be hoped has even fomc 'TiUea) pro- 
priety. 1: rentains nov; to make a few oblervations cn this feeming jplfode 
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The various wealth of every diftant land 
He bade his fleets explore, his fleets command. 

The 


of Camoens. The fhielcl of Achilles has had many imitators, fomc in one 
degioc, others in another. The imitation of Ariofto, in the xxxiii. canto 
of his Orlando Furiofo, is mofi: fancifully ingenious; and on this undoubt- 
edly the Portuguefe poet had his eye. Pharamond, king of France, having 
lefolved to conquer Italy, dcfires the friendfhip of Arthur, king of Britain. 
Arthur fends Merlin the magician to affift him with advice. Merlin, by 
his fupernaturai art, raifes a fiimptuous hall, on the fides of which all the 
future wars, unfortunate to the French in their invafons of Italy, arc 
painted in colours exceeding the pencils of the greateft makers. A de- 
fcriplion of thefe pidfures, an epifodc much longer than this of Camden s, 
is given to the heioirc Brauamant, by the knight who kept the caftlc of 
Sir Trillram, where the inchanted hall was placed. But though the poetry 
be plcafiug, the whole fiftion, uniefs to amufe the warlike lady, has nothing 
to do with the adtioii of the poem. Unity of defgn, however, is neither 
claimed by Ariofto, in the exordium of his work, nor attempted in the ex- 
ecution. An examination therefore, of the conduct of Homer and Virgil, 
will be more applicable to Camoens. To give a landfcapc of the face of 
the country which is the fccne of a£Hon, or to deferibe the heroes and 
their armour, are the becoming ornaments of an epic poem. Milton’s 
beautiful defciiption of Eden, and the admirable painting of the fiiieid of 
Achilles, are like the cmbroideiy of a fuit of cloaths, a part of the fubjedf, 
and injure not the gracefulnefs of the make ; or in other words, deftroy 
not the unity of the a£tion, Yel let it be obferved, that admirable as they 
are, the pictures on the lliiJd of Achilles, confidered by themfelves, have no 
j elation to the aclion of the Iliad. If fix of the apartments may be faid to 
roufe the hero to war, the other fx may with equal jufuce be called an ob- 
vious admonition, or a charge to turn hulbandman. In that part of the 
^^■‘Iiieid, where Virgil greatly improves upon his maftcr, in the vifions of hii 
future race which Anchifes gives to iEneas in Elyfmm, the bufincfs of the 
poem is admiiably lliftained, and the hero is infpired to encounter every 
danger on the view of fo great a reward. The defeription of the Ihield of 
.ffiueas, however, is iefs conneded with the cotuluSl of the fable, Virgil, 
indeed, intended that his poem fiiould contain all the lionours of his coun- 
try, and has theicfoie charged the IhielJ of his hero, with what parts of 
the Roman hiftory were omitted in the vilion of Elyfiuxii. But fo foieigii 
are thefe pictures to the war with Tumus, that the poet himftlf tells uc 
jSSneas was ignorant of the lullory which they contained. 
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The ocean's great cUfcovcrer he fliincs j 
Nor lefs his honours in the martial lines : 

TL'/ic, pci‘ dyJfe!:?K Kidcat:}^ Juiia 
rcru/ficjue igr.driti 

Thefc obfervations, whicii tlic tranfla-lor bjllcvcs have efeaped the ciitlcs, 
'A'cre lligge(ted to him by the condnei of Canc^nj., whofe dcHon, iiki, that 
of Vh^U, vasto a poem which rr.i^l 1 contain ail the triui'iiphs of his 
count.'j. As the tldeid of iEneas fnpphes what could not be intiodiieed 
in the vhlcn of jil. dun.', t tlic eniVyts of Garna complete the pin-pofe of 
the thl.d a ' i'oi'ith Lafiads. I'Le me of that ion^ ephbde, the coiivcria- 
tion wi'h the king Melinda, 'in. I i^r. connection with tiie fiiljjec't^ have 
been already oLfeived. The fecining tplfode of the pi(ftuKS, while it ful- 
fils the pronhc, 

AdJ all hjy Kvj’rs jdoru-^ •— ■ 

is Lilf'' admirably con:^ cieu with the conduct of the poem. The Indians 
iiatuir.il V d ('-e to be ia.oaned ef the co^nitry, the hiilory, and power of 
their foreign viri:<'i\s, and I-'iiuLis ilts It bcfoie their eyes. In every pro- 
grcl’lon cf thcfccnery, :he ivefncll 'f the peem advances. The regent 
anc! his attendants aie druck with the warlike o:-j;,ndeur and power of the 
flraiigeis, and to accept of their friendd.ip, or to y/. event the forerunners 
of fo martial a nation from carrvlu” home the tulings cf the difeovery of 
India, becomes the great objccl: of their conijdv-rt.lion. And uom the paf- 
fions of th.e Indians and Moors, thus agitated, the great cat-allrophe of the 
Lufiad Is Loth paLnnliy and artfully pio<Iuccd. 

As every reader is not a critic in poetry, to ibrnc perhaps the expref- 
fions, 

And the tired ox lows on his weary way 

loud ihoucs afloanii the ear— 

And the abrupt fpccch of an enragrd v;?.r:‘icr, a'crlLuc to a picture; 

- ■■H*=‘re no foreign th.on? 

Sha*! fA its bafe, iny native king alciiC 

Shall reign 

may appear as unwai rani able. This however, let them be afllsred, is liic 
language of 'Jie genuine c! poi^ry, when l'»e iprocnc«iOr-s of the filler 
muie are the objecl of Jefciiption. L-^t oue vcr> Lola iefhwtc. of this a;)- 
pear in th,:: \>i«£lure of the dance of tne youths and mcidv.^s on th., Ihicid of 
A.chllics, thus faithfully rendered by IVIr. Pope ; 






The pLiiatcd iliig the cloaJ-wrapt fiege dllplays 5 
There Centals rocking wall its trud betrays. 

Black yav/ns the breach 5 the point of many a fpear 
Gleams through the fmoke ; loud ihouts aftound the ear.. 
Whofe ftep firfl; trod the dreadful pafs ? whofe fword 
Hew’d its dark way, firft with the foe begored ? 

^Twas thine, O glorious Henry, firft to dare 
The dreadful pafs, and thine to clofe the war. 

Taught by his- might, and humbled in her gore 
The boaftfiil pride of Afric tower’d no more. 


Numerous though thefe, more numerous warriors fiiine 
Th’ illuftrious glory of the Lufian line. 


But 


Now all at once they rife, at once defcencl, 

With wcll-tuu^ht tcet : now lhape, in oblique ways, 

ConfusMly regular, the moving maze : 

Now forth at once, too Ivvift for fight they Ipring, 

And undiftinguiili'd blend the flying ling : 

So whirls a wheel, in giddy circles toft. 

And rapid as it runs, the Angle ipokes arc loft. 

The gazing multitudes admire around : 

Two active tumblers in the center bound ; 

Now high, now low, their pliant limbs they bend : 

And gen’ral longs the Ipiightly revel end.— il. xvin. 

Sometimes when deferibing a picture, poetry will fay, the figures JLr: to 
move, to tremble, or to ling. Homer has once or twice, on the fideid of 
his hero, given this hint how to underftand him. But often to repeat the 
qualification were quite oppoflte to the bold and free Ipirit of poefy, w hich. 
delights in pcrfbnification, and in giving life and paflion to every thing it 
doferibes. It is owing to the fuperior force of this fpirit, together with the 
more beautiful colouring of its landfcape-views, that the fliitld of Achilles, 
in poetical merit, fo greatly excels the buckler of iEneas, though the divine 
workman of the latter, had the former as a pattern before him. 
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Bur forlorn, what fliaine to barbarous pride F 
Frlendicis the mafrer of the pencil died ; 

Immortal fame his dcarhlcfi labours gave ; 

Poor man, he iltnlc neglected to the grave ! 

The gallant Paulus fakivitil thus eMplaln'J. 

'The various deeds the pii^ured hags retain’d. 

.Still o’er and o’er, and {fill again untired. 

The wondering regent of the wars enquired ; 

Still wondering heard the various pleallng tale. 

Till o’er the decks cold llgbed the evening gale : 

The falling darknefs dimin’d the eaflern iliore, 

And twilight hover’d o’er the billo\rs hoar 
Far to the weft, when with his noble band 
The thoughtful regent fought his native flrand* 

VOL. II. Z O’er 


But ahi forlort:, *ivhat Jbame to barbarous jJrLS?— In the original, 

hdas faltamlbss plncel, faltavdhes^ cores ^ 

HonrUy premia, favor, que as arle^ criao^ 

" But the pencil was wanting, colours were w'anting, honour, reward, fa- 
vour, the nourifhers of the arts.” This feemed to the translator as an im- 
propriety, and con:rai 7 to the purpofe of the whole Ipeech of Pauhis, which 
was to give the Catual, a high idea of ?oi tugal. In the fate of the imaginary 
painter, the Lufian poet gives us the picture of his ow»n, and rejciiunent 
wrung this impropriety from him. I'he ipirit of the complaint, however- 
rs preferved in the tranflation. The couplet. 

Immortal fame his deathlefs labours gave; 

Poor man, he funk neglcffcd to the grave ! 

is not in the original. Il is the fgb of indignation over the unworthy fatf, 
of the ur,hapj5y CamoenSv. 
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O cl* the tall mountain-foreit’s waving boughs 
Aflant the new moon's liender horns arofe ; 

Near her pale chariot flione a twinkling ftarj^ 

And, fave the murmuring of the wave afar. 
Deep-brooding filence reign’d , each labour clofcd^. 

In flecp’s foft arms the fons of roil repofed. 

And now no more the moon her glimpfes flieds 
A fudden black-wingkl cloud the Hey okrfpread, 

A fuilen murmur through the woodland groan^d^ 

In woe-fwoln jQghs the hollow winds bemoan’d 5 
Borne on the plaintive gale a pattering fliov/er, 

Increafed the horrors of the evil hour. 

Thus when the god of earthquakes rocks the ground^. 

He gives the prelude in a dreary found ; 

O’er nature’s face a horrid gloom he throws, 

With difmal note the cock unufual crows, 

A flirill voiced howling trembles thro’ the air,, 

As palling ghofts were weeping in defpair ; 

In difmal yells the dogs confefs their fear. 

And lliivering own fome dreadful prefence near<. 

So lower’d the night, the fuilen howl the fame, 

And mid the black-wing’d gloom ftern Bacchus came 
The form and garb of Hagar’s fon he took, 

The glioft-like afpcct, and the thi-eatening » look, 

Then 


^ ^he ghoJl4ile afj)edl,aud the threatening by all hiftorians, 

is deferibed as of a pale livid complexion, and irux afpe^us et •vox Urrtbilh^ of 
a ncice threatening afpe£t, voice, and demeanour. 
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The:: o’er the pillow of a fiirlous priefiTj 
VrhOie bi'.rnlrig 7-cal the Koran’s lore profefr^, 
tveveaifJ he hocJ ccrTpicucus in a dream, 

His 'remblaiict, flih'iiag as rhe moon’s pale gleam 
Andj Guai he cries, my ion, O timely guar 
Timely delear the dreadful fnaro pixoured : 

And c?i:ic then carelefs, iinaLrccced ficep, 

While thxcfe ficrn lawiefs rovers of the deep 
Fix on thy native fhore a foreign throne. 

Before whofe fteps thy lateft race fliall groan ! 

He Ipoke 5 cold horror fliook the Mooriili priefi: ; 
He wakes, but foon reclines in wxnted reft ; 

An airy phantom of the flumbering brain 
He deem’d the vifion j when the fiend again. 

With fterner mien and fiercer accent fpoke : 

Oh faithlefs ! worthy of the foreign yoke ! 

And knoweft thou not tliy prophet fent by heaven. 
By whom the Koran’s iacred lore was given, 

God’s chiefeft gift to men*: And muft I leave 
The bowers of Paradife, for you to grieve. 

For you to watch, while tliouglitleft of your woe 
Ye fieep, the cardefs victims of the foe *, 

The foe, whofe rage will fcon with cruel joy. 

If unoppofed, my facred firrirAes deftroy. 

Then while kind heaven th’ aufpicious hour bellows. 
Let every nerve their infant ftrength oppofe, 

Z 2 


m 


When 
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Wlieri fbiilv uflierecl bv the ir.'.Ikv dawn 

•• J j 

The lira firft rhes o’er t]ic daihed lawn, 

Hh 

^ IVlsHii foftly ?ySd/-V hy ihc rulhj i^a^vn 
r/jefrnjhft njh 

'■* T Jcccive mjfclf oreatly, (lays CaftcTa} if tins fimilc is not tlie inoft J 106 I-. 

and tin; rnoft natural that can be found in any poem. It has been im*- 
•“ tated by the Spaniih comedian, the illullrioua Lopez de Vega, in h's co- 
medy of Crpheuh and Eurydicc, act l. fcenc 1 . 

Como 7J':, .ir Lr 
El fol til umai^cctir^ 

1 fjuutulu fe iioJ^ 

Call era adds a very loofc tranOution of thefc Spanifli lines in French verltj. 
The hteial F.nglifll is. As the fun •'nay be beheld at his ri/mg, biJirhe,/ illnJlAoitJly 
lindit'di ta!wot. Naked, however, as this is, the imitation of Camociis is evi“ 
dent. As Caltcra is fo very bold in his encomium of this fine fimilc of the 
lun, it is but jufricc to add his tranllation of it, together with the originai 
Portugiiele, and the tranflation of Fanfiiaw. Thus the French tranllator t 
Les yeux jieu’Oinf foi:t:,rr la. claite dn foleil naijfant^ fsiais L.fjuil avance dans 
fa curriere limilnc'ufy qve fa rayOfh i'ayj.tdent les aide, rs du midt, on L'Jjcrod tfe 
vain dc C eiivtfcger ; ?<« promj'>- 'ivet^glsmeni feroit le pyi\ de t.eiie aitduue.. 

Thus clc-gan lly in the original: 

£m quanto he fraca a force defla gentCj 
Ordena como eni tudofe lelilta, 

Forque quanclo o foi iac, faciimente 
he pode iieiiC por a agutia vlda : 

Porem dep.us que ibbe claro, aidentc,, 

Sc a agudeza dos clhoso conquiila 
Tao cega fica, quondo ficareis, 
laizes criar ihe nao toihv,ii». 

And thus humbled by Frinmaw : 

JCaiu wlilill this pcopic'^s ilrength is not yet kni", 

Think how ye may reliil them by ail ways, 

For when the fa is in his/;r..'u 7 ^t' yir. 

Upon his monitg heatdj men may gaze; 

Unt let him oiscc up to his s^cniih git, 

Heibiikes them blind with iEvi ineridian raye 
So blind will ye be, if yc look not tco’t. 

If yc permit theic cedars to take root.. 
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His filver luftre, as the fhining dew 
Of radiance mildj unhurt the eye may view : 

But when on high the nccn-tide flaming rays 
Give all the force of living fire to blazes 
A giddy darknefs ftrikes the conquered fighi 
That dares in all his glow the lord of light. 
Such, If on India’s foil the tender flicot 
Of thefe proud cedars fix the {tubboro root, 
Such fiiall your power before them link decay’d. 
And India’s ftrength fliall wither in their (liaJe. 


He fpoke j and inftant from his vot’ry’s bed 
Together with repofcs the daemon fled ; 

Again cold horror fhook the zealot's frames 
And all his hatred of Mefixah’s name 
Burn’d in his venom’d heart, while veil'd in night 
Right to the palace fped the daemon’s fliglit. 

Sleeplefs the king he found in dubious thought ; 

His confeious fraud a thoufand terrors brought : 

As gloomy as the hour, around him ftand 
With haggard looks the hoary Magi i band ; 

To 

1 ^Arof.nJ him Jlarnl 

With hazard looh the hoary 

Or the Brahmins, the diviners of india, Ammianus Marcel linus, 1. 2f3» 
Hays, that the Perfian Magi derived their* knou ledge from the Brachmanes 
of India. And Arrianus, 1. 7 . exprcfly gives the Brahmins the name of 
Magi. The Magi of India, fays he, told Alexander, on his pretendons to 
divinitv, that In every thing he was like other men, exc!*pt that he took iefs 
reft, and did more mifehief. The Brahmins arc never among modern wri» 
?,ers called Magi. 
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Tc trace rvh^i utic;* ea l*id: its vviuc tluinairi 
Attend 'd\c rovers rroin uiiliearii of Spain, 

Prepared 

We have already olVlrvca tLat the \vo»ic!erfui vlrtii<:‘s ptaui.)’* lo fonie 
plants '/cry naUTrsliy eLn'Jll^A^tva tocitabiilh .he bcliei ia magic. And ceV" 
tain it is that many of lix nnJetLertcI natives of Afia aiul Soutli-Amcnea. 
have a k»'GVi ledge of icveral drags r.mil pouerfeiin their ctTo^s, either as 
poilon, antidotes of poiton, or as Jilluibcrs of the imagination. Their ig- 
norance makes then Cileem thefc viitees as ,;urolcal^ and their revenge 
agsiinft all Tnropeans prompts tlieai to tiie nioft icJigioiis concealment. Is; 
the voyage of James Ncccius, a Dutcliinan, in v\e have the account 

of a ftrange cicjirium which felzccl all thole of liis crew, who, near the king- 
dom of Slam, had eaten of a ceitahi fruit like a plum. Some imagined 
the ihip was overpowered by enemies, and boldly defended their cal)ins ; 
otl'.eis danced and fung, and thought thenifclvcs on llDre at a drunken ban- 
r, act with their friends. And while fome duinlcd haUdujahs^ sind hclieved 
they law God and his angels, others Uy liowUngon the decks, and imagined 
themfclves among the damned in hell. (Vide Navlg, JacoM Necdt.J This 
delirium appears to take pofilfTion of whatever temperament of mind hap- 
pens at the time to be predominant ; but happily it is cured by a found 
deep. It is a fa£t well uttcfccd, that the pretenders to magic have 

a method of affefdng the phanlaficsof tliofe \v'i'o apply to them. This is 
dene by feme intovicating potion, aclmiiiiilered with the folemnities of 
witch crai’t : While it begins to operate, the magician’s convciTaiion tisics 
tiie imaginativ-ni on the objefls he wilhes to ;*aiic; and after a recovering 
fleep, thefe objciTls are renumb^ted as the clenrcil vifions. In the ap- 
pioach.es of natural madnefs, the imagination is intcnfely fixed upon fonie 
paiticuiar obje£t or afTeclion, 'Ihis indicates a jiarticular alliance between 
this fpecies of intoxication, ami that mofl: drcadiul clifeale. Tlie Portu- 
guefc authors mention other kinds of natural as known to the In- 

dians. When Albuquerque was on the way to Malacca, he attacked a 
large fhip, but juft us his men wcie going to board her, ihe iliddcnly ap- 
peared all in frames, which oldiged tlie l^ortugucfe to beai olf. T'live days 
afterward the fame vcftelfenta boat lo Albuquerque, oiferingaii alliance, 
which was accepted. The fames, fays Oforiiis, were only artificial, and 
did not the leaft damage. Another wonderful adventure imineJiutely hap- 
pened. The admiral foon after fent his long boats to attack a flip com- 
manded by one Nchoada Bccguca, The enemy made an ohftinatc refin- 
ance. Nchoada himfclf was pierced witli f.vcral moitui \vounds, but loft 
not one drop of blood, till a bracelet was taken oft' his arm, when imme- 
diately the blood gufticd out, and he expired. According to Olbiius. 
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Prepared m dark futurity to prove 
The hell-tauglit rituals of Infernal Jove : 

Mattering their charms and fpells of dreary founcL 
With naked feet they beat the hollo w ground ^ 
Blue gleams the altar’s Same along the u^aiis. 
With difmal hollow groans the victim falls j 
With earneft eyes the prieftly band explore 
The entrails throbbing in the living gore. 

And lo ! permitted by the power divine, 

The hovering daemon gives the dreadful ^ iign. 




Here 


this was faid to be occafioricd by the virtue a Hone in the bracelet taken 
"jut of an animal called Cabtifia, which when worn on the body could pre- 
vent the efrufion of blood fiom the mofi: ^uievous wounds, ir was natural 
for the Portuguele foldiers to magnify any appearance of a iLypiic, >\hicli 
they did not underftand. And certain ilis that mauy baibarou> tribes are 
pofTelTed of fome natural fecrets which the learned of Europe do' not yet 
know. It is not long lince an eminent difclplc of Newton cftcemeci tne dif- 
covery of ele<Hricity as the dream of a diHempered brain. Uu/uf/u- relates 
that one Machamut^ who expelled the king of Guzarat and feized the 
throne, had fo accuftomed himielf to poiibns, that he could kill whoever 
ofTended him by fpitting at them. His concubines never furvived a fecond 
evening. This perhaps may be thought to confirm wliat is laid of MHhri- 
dates^ but both Horics are undoubtedly Ibmcwhat exaggerated. . 

^ The Jwviir'uig dxmon gives the dreadful fign , — This has an allufion to the 
truth of hiftory. Barros relates, that an augur being brought oefore the 
2iamorim, “ Rm Unvi vafo de ague Phe mofrara bunas huosi ha?:? de muy 

longe para a Indian e q:ie a gsnte dtcllas fsr'm Wal dfriikain do i Jlfi.vrw de aqud- 
las partes. In a vellcl of water he the wed him fome lliips which from a 
great difcance came to India, the people of which would alTtO: the utter fub- 
verfion of the Moors.” Camoens has certainly choien a more poetical me- 
thod of deferibing this divination, a method in the fpirit of Virgil ; noi in 
this is he inferior to his great mailer. The lupernatural flame which feizes 
on Lavirda, while afiircing at the facrifice, alone excepted, every other part 
of the augury of Lutinus, and his dream in the Aibunean fore!:, whither 
he Went to coniult his ancelle'r the god Faumny in dignity and poetical co- 
louring cannot come in comparifon with the divination of the Jwlagi, aud 
the appearance cf the daimon in the dream of the Moonfh priclc. 
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liere furious war gleaniy iluiiciiiou drav/s ^ 

Here lean-ribbM fiimliic v/ritlies iier failing jaws; 

Dire ns tlie £er}' pciHicntiai ilar 

Darting his ej’cs, (jigh on Jus irophied car 

Stern tyranny hveops wide o’er India’s groiuidj, 

On vulture wings licrce rapine hovers round ; 

Ills after ills, and India’s fetter’d might. 

Th’ eternal yoke — loud iJirieking at the ^ fight 
The ftartiiig wizards from the altar hy, 

And illent horror glares in every eye : 

Pale ilands the monarch, Icil in cold difaiay^ 

And now impatient waits the lingering day. 

With gloomy afpefi: rofe the lingering dawn. 

And dropping tears flow’d flowly o’er tlie lawn j 
The Moorifli pried: with fear and vengeance fraught^ 

Soon as the light appear’d his kindred fought 5 
Appall’d and trembling with ungenerous fear. 

In fecrct council met, iiis tale they hear j 

As 


* etarr.dyoLs — ^This t/iilurc, it may perhaps be jfuid, is but a bad com- 

pliment to the iierots of the Lufiad, and the fruits of their cUicovery. A 
Uttlo coniiueration however v.UI viadicatc Camoens. it is the daemon and 
the enemies of the Portu^'ueil v.ho procure this divination ; every thing in 
it is dreadful, on pin pole to tltlcrzmino the Zamorirn to deftroy the deet of 
Gama. In a iorr.icr piopl.ccy of tlie conqueft of India, (vWicn the Catuai 
deferibes the fculptcre of J^e r.'>a*. \ .-Ljc) ojr poet has been caieful to ai* 
cdbe the happicil etreds tu t. e {i.eo^ery oI his lit roes : 

Beneath theii fw y wile, and mild. 

Proud or hei vk'lor’i laws thrice iiappicr hidla rxniled. 
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As check’d by terror or impeird by hate 
Of various means they ponder and debate. 

Agaiiift the Lufian train what arts employ, 

By force to daughter , or by fraud deftroy 5 
Now black, now pale, their bearded cheeks appear. 

As boiling rage prevails or boding fear ; 

Beneath their fhady brows their eye-balls roll, 

Nor one foft gleam befpeaks the generous foul : 

Through quivering lips they draw their panting breath. 
While their dark fraud decrees the works of death : 

Nor unrefoived the power of gold to try 
Swift to the lordly Catual’s gate they hie — 

Ah, what the wifdom, what the lleeplefs care 
Efficient to avoid the traitor’s mare ! 

What human power can give a king to know 
The fmiiing afpedl of the lurking foe ! 

So let the tyrant ® plead — the patriot king 

ICnows men, knows whence the patriot virtues fpring ; 

From inward worth, from confcience firm and bold. 

Not fi-oni the man whofe honeii: name is fold, 

He hopes that virtue, whofe unalter’d v/eight 
Stands fixt, uaveering with the fforms of ftate. 

Lured 

• Sg L'i ihe In this fiioit euclar.utlon, a icox'ning cscrefcence, 

«;hc buhnefsof the poem in rcaiitv is oanied on. The Zamorim, and his 
prime mini ftcr, the Catual, are artfully charucteiifed in it; and tiic af?- 
lertion 

Lured 'was ihe rsj^^eiit '■with ILl JMoj-rlJb 

■is happily iatu>rLieed by the manly declamatory redeOions vthich immedi- 
ately precede it. 
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Larcd was the regent %vitri the Moorifii gold. 
And now agreed their fraudful courfe to hold. 
Swift to the king the regent’s fteps they tread 5 
The king they found o’cru'hclni’d in facred dread. 
The word they take, their ancient deeds relate. 
Their ever faithful fervice of the flate ; 


^ T/Uff ]V[oor',-‘---^thAr avc'u'-ii. uWJ.\ 

Tfjttt ewr fc. vhc' of the 

An explanation of tlie woul Mc<or\i, here necefi'-ry. When the cafi: alTtn'd- 
ed no ni<-*rc held for iho fuord of the conqueror, the Saracens, alTiiled by 
*fne Adooi.Sj who had embraced tlieir religion, laid the fined countries in 
Euroi)c in blood and detolution. As their various embarkalions were from 
the empire of Morocco, the Europeans gave the name of Moors to all the 
profelTors of the Mohammedan religion. In the fame manner the eadcrni 
nations Idendcd all the armies of the cruikders under one appellation, and 
the I^rar\h, of whom the army of Godfrey was moflly compofed, became 
their common nar.:c for all the inhabitants of the wed. The appellation 
even reached China. When the Portuguefe fiid arrived in that empire, the 
Chinefe fofiening the r into i, called both them and their cannon, by Ihc 
name of a name which is dill retained at Cautcii, and other parts 

of the Cbinefe dominions. Before the arrival of Gamri, a.s already obferv- 
cd, ail the tratfic of the ead, from the Ethiopian fide of Africa to China, 
wah in ti*.e rjunns of Arabian jVTonammeiian.s, who, without incorporating 
wUii tue Pagan natives, had tiieir colonies ed-ibliflied in every country com- 
modious for commerce. Thefii the Portugucih called Moors ; and at pr«*- 
fent die Mohammedans of hiciia, arc called the Moors of H in do dan hv tlie* 
iatedof our Englilh writers. The intelligence which thefi. Moors gave to 
one another, relative to the a£lionsof Gama, the general terror with which 
they beheld the uj.pearancc of Europeans, wliofe rivalfnij* lii? y dicaded as 
the deib action cl tiicir power; the vatious bauds and arts they employed 
to prevent the r. turn of one man of Gama^s fieet to Europe; and tlwdr 
*.iireat to withjiawfrom the dominions of the if'-amoiim ; arc all according 
ro the truth of hiilory. The fpeeches of the Zamorim and of Gama, which 
follow, are allb founded in truth. They are only poelica! paraph rafes 
of the fpeeches aMbed by Oforius, to the indiaa fovereigu and the i^ortu- 
gi’.etc admiial. Where the lubjcct was ib happily adapted to the epic 
to iirg!c<n: it would have been rcprchenfiblc : and Camoens, not 

unjviaiy, 
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For ages long, from liiore to diftsnt Ihore 
For thee our ready keels the traffic bore : 

For thee Tv-e dared each horror of the v/ave ; 

Whate’er thy treafures boaft our labours gave. 

And wilt thou now confer our iong-carn’d due. 

Confer thy favour on a lawiefs crew ? 

The race they boaft, as tygers of the wold 
Bear their proud fway by jufticc uncontroU’d. 

Yet for their crimes, expell’d that bloody home, 
Thefe, o’er the deep rapacious plunderers roam. 

Their deeds we know ; round Afric’s fiiores they came. 
And fpread, where’er they paft, devouring flame ; 
Mozambic’s towers, enroll’d in fhcets ot fire. 

Blazed to the fky, her own funereal pyre. 

Imperial Calicut ffiall feel the fame, 

And thefe proud ftate-rooms feed the funerai name ; 
While many a league far round, their joyful eyes 
Shall mark old ocean reddening to the fkies. 

Such dreadful fates, o’er thee, O king, depend. 

Yet with tlsy fall our fate fliall never blend : 

Ere o’er the eaft arife the fecond dawn 

Our fleets, our nation from thy land withdrawn, 


unjEflly, thought, that the reality of his hero's adrentarcs gave a diy r.ty 
to his poem. When Gama, in his difeouffe with the khig of h^wniida, 
finilhcs the defeription of his voyage, he makes a fpirited apoCrophe to 
Komer and VirgU ; and aflerts, that the adventures which he haa aflualiy 
experienced, gieally exceeded all the wonders of their fahics. ^ Catnoens 
atfo, in other parts of the poem, ava'ds himfcl;' of the fame auert^on. 
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In other climcsj beiieatli a kinder reign 
Shall iix their port : yet may the threat be vain ! 

If v/iier thou with us thy powers employ 
Soon fliali our powers the robber-crew deftroy, 

By their own arts and iecret deeds o’erconie 
Here fliali they meet the fate cienped at home. 

While th.as the prlcR detain’d tlic monarcli^s ear^ 
His cheehs coiifxL- the quivering pulfc of fear. 
Uncoiifcious cF the worth that ili*cs the brave. 

In ilate a monarch, but in heart a Have, 

He view’d brave Vasco and his generous train, 

As his own paiuons {lamp’d the confeious {lain : 

Nor Ids his rage the fraudful regent fired 5 
And valiant Gama’s fate was now confpired. 

Ambafladors from India Gama fought, 

And oaths of peace, for oaths of fricndfiiip brought ; 
The glorious tale, ’twas di he wifli’d, to tell 5 
So Ilion’s fate was fcai’d when Hector feih 

Again convoked before the Indian throne. 

The monarch meets him with a rageful frown ; 

And own, he cries, the naked truth reveal. 

Then {liall my bounteous grace thy pardon feal. 
Feign’d is the treaty thou pretend’ft to bring, 

No country owns tlicc, and thou own’ll no king. 
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"['hy life, long roving o’er tlie deep, I know, 

A kwlcib robber, every man thy foco 
And think’H thou credit to diy tale £0 gran r 
JvlucI were the fovereiga, and the hope were vain. 
Through tvays unknown, from utmo/i: flier 

To bid Ills fleets the utmoft call explore. 

Great is thy monarch, fo thy words dv^ciare ^ 

But fumptuGus gifts the proof of greatneis bear r 
Kings thus to kings their empire’s grandeur Ihew j 
Thus prove thy truth, thus we thy truth allow. 

If not, what credence will the wife aSbi\l ? 

‘What monarch truft the wandering feanuavs vrorcl ? 

No fumptuous gift thou ^ bring’ ft — Ter, though feme crime 
Kas thrown thee banilli’d from ihy na-dvx- clime, 

(Such oft of old the hero’s fate Jias been) 

Here end thy toils, nor tempt new fates unfeon : 

Each land the brave man nobly calls his home : 

Or if, bold pirates, o’er the deep you roam, 

Skill’d 


* ISfc fi'7r^luou.s ihou bring As the Portu^refe did uot ^ :pccl: to 
“ find any people but lUvagos beyond the Capo of Good they only 

“ biought with them fomc piclviveband contecdons, with tiinkots of coial, 
“ of glafi, and oihei tnflt.s. This opinion however luceu^j liiein. (« 
“ Melinda and in Calicut they round ei^ihzeu nations, where the arts nou- 
“ rlllicd ; who wanted nothing; who wcie policik I of all th' rernenKuts 
and delicacies on whicii wc vabie curleives, liie ki:ig i.. , 'Mh.aa had 
tiie gencYofity to be cortented ’^ith vhv nreient i’ "'yu made ; bat 

“ the Zamorhn, with a uilliainful eve. bvneld .he uifU which v. .^'e otfered 
t j hi'-:'.. The picieiit was thus : fovr 'njulle.^ of iUi'lct, lix hat., r huned 
x.ifii ferilhcrs, four cbapU.U of ecvai beads, tvversc Tu»‘'cy ca’pets, ieven 
d.i.'idi'g cup 3 of biais, a cheft of fugar, two ban'ch of oii, aud two of 
f'.oneyf* C:’fcr>7. 



THE LUSiAU. 


200 K il 


7 > 

Skiirj the di'ecid ftorm to brave, O welcome here ! 
3?carlcia of death or fliame confefs fincere » 

My name fliall then thy dread protection be^ 

!My captain thou, unrivali’d on the fea. 

Oh now, yc mufes, ling what goddefs fired 
Gama’s proud bofom, and his lips infpired> 

Fair A c i d a r m a , lo vc’s celeftial ^ queen. 

The graceful goddefs of the fcarlcfs mien. 

Her graceful freedom on his look beftov/’d. 

And all collefted in his bofom glow’d. 

Sovereign, he cries, oft witnefs’d, well I know 
The rageful falftiood of the Moorilh foe ; 

Their fraudful tales, from hatred bred, believed. 

Thine ear is poifon’d, and thine eye deceived. 

What light, what (hade the courtier’s mirror gives. 
That light, that fliade the guarded king receives. 

Me haft thou view’d in colours not mine own, 

Yet bold I promife ftiall my truth be known. 

If o’er the feas a lawlefs peft I roam, 

A blood-ftain’d exile from my native home. 

How many a fertile fliore and beauteous ifle, 

Where nature’s gifts unclaim’d, unbounded finile, 

Mad have I left, to dare the burning zone. 

And all the horrors of the gulphs unknown, 

That 

^ Fair AeiJalia^ loves cekjllal Caftcra derives Acidalia from 

which, he fays, implies to ad without fear or reftraint. Acidalia, is one 
of the names of Venus, in Vir^l; derived from Aciclalus, a fountain facred 
to hei in Bccotia. 
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Wbert: r.e’er before vras daring fall nnfurrd ! 

And have i left tliefs beautecas fiiores behind, 

And have I dared the rage of every wind, 

That now breathed fire, and now came wdng’d with froft, 
Lured by the plunder of an unknov^^n coaft ? 

Not tlias the robber leaves his certain prey 
For the gay promife of a namelefs day. 

Dread and fiiipendous, more than dcath-doom’d mat: 
Might hope to conipafs, more than wildom plan, 

To thee my toils, to thee my dangers rife : 

Ah \ Lifboa’s kings behold with other eyes. 

Where virtue calls, ivhere glory leads the way 
No dangers move them, and no toils difm?.y. 

Long have the kings of Lufus’' daring race 
Refolved the limits of the deep to trace, 

Beneath the morn to ride the fartheft waves. 

And pierce the farthelf fluore old ocean laves; 

Sprung from the ^ prince, before whofe matchlcfs power 
The ftrength of Afric wither’d as a flower 
Never to bloom again, great Henry {hone, 

Each gift of nature and of art his own j 
Bold as his fire, by toils on toils untired. 

To find the Indian fiiore his pride afpired. 

Beneath the {lars that round the Hydra {hine, 

And where fam’d Argo hangs the heavenly figii, 

Where 


the 


•Johii 1. 
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Where thiric ;iiid fever burn on 1 * 1 * y {-alo 
The claant]v.ls ileiiry rearM the LuiLui fail. 

EmbulJeiVd by tlicmeeu tliai: ciowifJ his toils. 

Beyond the v, idc-fp'cad Ihores and iiumerous iilcsa 
Where both the tropics pour the burning day. 

Succeeding heroes forced tif exploring way: 

That race which never view’d the Pleiad’s car. 

That barb arous race beneath the Ibutl lerii ilar, 

Their eyes beheld — IJrcad roar’d the blah — the wave 
Boils to the iky, the meeting whirhviiids rave 
O’er the torn heavens ; loud on their awc-ftruck car 

Great Nature feem’d to call, Approach not here 

At Lilboa’s court they told their dread efcape, 

And from her raging tempefts, named the Cape. 

Thou fouthinoft point,” the joyful king exclaimM, 
Cape of Good tiope, be thou for ever named ! 
Onwaul my fleets ihali dare the dreadful way, 

And find the regions of the infant clayf’ 

In vain the dark and ever-howling blail 
Proclaimed, This ocean never fhail be pall — 

Through that dread ocean, and tiie tempefts’ roar. 

My king commanded, and my courfc 1 bore. 

The pillar thus of deathiefs fame, begun 
By other chiefs, beneath the riting fun 

In 

And from her raging ienffs named the Cape — Set* the preface, 

Xhe pillar thus of deathiefs fivie^ begun 
Sy other chiefs 8cc. 

Till I now ending what ihofe did begin, 

The tur theft pillar in thy realm advance; 

BreaLing the clement of molten tin, 

Through horrid ftorms I lead to thee the dance, Fanshav^-, 
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In tliy great realm now to the /Icioh I raife^ 

The deathlefs pillar of my nation’i- praife. 

Through thefe wild fcas no coftly gifi I brought f. 

Thy fliore alone and friendly peace I fbuglit. 

And yet to thee the noblcft gift I bring 

The world can boaftj the fricndiTbp of my kirig. 

And mark the word, his greatnefs flrall appear 
When next my courfe to India’s lira ad I fteer. 

Such proofs FlI bring as never man before 
In deeds of flrife or peaceful friendinip bore. 

Weigh now my words, my truth demands the light, 

For truth inali ever boaft, at laft, reiiitlcfs might. 

Boldly the hero fpake writh brow fevere, 

Of fraud alike unconfeious as of fear : 

His noble confidence with truth imprefl: 

Sunk deep, unwelcome, in the monarch’s breafi: ; 

Nor wanting charms his avarice to gain 
Appear’d the commerce of iiluftrious Spain* 

Yet as the fick man loaths the bitter draught, 

Though rich with health he knows the cup comes fraught ; 
His health without ir, felf-dcceivM, he weighs, 

Now haflres to quaS" the drug, and now delays j 
Reluftant thus as waverirxg pafSon veer’d. 

The Indian Lord the dauntlefs Gama heard : 

The Moorifh threats yet founding in his ear. 

He ails with caution, and is led by fear. 

Aa 


VOL* IX* 


With 



254 '0 S I A jDo vii'i'i:. 

Witli Iblenin pomp he bids his lords propcu'c 
The friendly bnnqiiet, to rlie xvgent's care 
Commends brave GaMz\, and with pomp veurc.-> , 

Ti\e regent's liearths a\rakc chc focial fires ^ 

Wide o’er the board the ro}'al feaO: is fryreadp 
And fair embroidered fliines Be Gama’s beuo 
The regent’s palace liigh c’crlook’d tlic bay 
Where Gama’s bbek-ribb’d ilect at anchor 

Ah, wily tiic voice of ire and bitter woe 
O’er Tago’s banks, ye nymphs of Tagus, flaevv’s 
The flowery garlands from your ringlecs torn. 

Why ■wandering wild with trembling fl.cps forlorn If 
The Daemon’s rage you iiiw, and markt his flight 
To the dark manfions of eternal nigirt ; 

You faw how howling through the iliades beneath 
He waked new horrors In the realms of death. 

What trembling tempefts fliook the •;:hrones ot heil;^ 

And groan’d along her caves, yc miifcs, tell. 

The rage cf bafiled fraud, and all the Grc 
Of powerlefs hate, with tenfold flames confpirc , 

From every eye the tawny lightnings glare. 

And hell, illumined by the ghaftly Hare, 

{A drear blue gleam) in tenfold horror Ihews 
Her darkling caverns 5 from his dungeon roie 
Hagar’s ftern fon, pule was his earthy hue. 

And from his eye-balls fiaih’d the lightnings blue j 

Convulfed 
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Conviilfed with rage the clrcaJ-fuI iZir.de demands 
The iail alliftancc of the infernal bands. 

As when the whirl winds, fudden buriting, bear 
Th’ autumnal leaves high iloating through the air ; 

So rofe the legions of th’ infernal llatc, 

.Dark Fraud, baie art, fierce rage, and burning hate : 

Wing’d by the furies to the Indian flrand 

They bend ; the daemon leads the dreadful bandj^ 

And in the bofoms of the raging hloors 
All their coilefted living flrength he pours. 

One breaft alone ngainfl his rage was fleeFd, 

Secure in fpotlefs truth’s cebiiial iliicid. 

One evening pah, another evening clofcd, 

The regent ftiil brave Gama^ fuk oppofed ; 

The Lulian chief his guarded gueft detained, 

With arts on arts, and vows of frlendfhip feignkl. 

His fraudful art, though veil’d in deep difguiie. 

Shone bright to GAtviA’s manner-piercing eyes. 

As in tlie fan’s bright ^ beam the ganiefomc boy 
Plays with the fliining heel or cryilal toy, 

A a 2 '* Swift 

^ As in the funs hrljjtl be.im — It'aitated Trom Virgil, who, by the fame 
fiinile, tlcfcribes the fluctuation of the thoughts of JEneas, on ihe eve of 
the Latian war : 

Laomedontius heros 

Cun£ta viden.s, magno curarnm fluftuat scflu, 

* Atc^i:. animum nunc hue cclerem, nunc dividit iiluc. 

In partclquc lanit varias, perque omnia verfal. 

Sicut aqua; trcmiilum labris ubi lumen ahenis 
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Swift and in*egular, by fudden ftarts, 

The living ray with viewlefs motion darts^ 


Sv/it 


Sole repercuflbm, aut ladiantis imagine 
Omnia pervolitat late loca : jamquc iub auras 
Erioitur, fummique ferit laqucaria tefli. 

Tins way and that he turns his anxious mind.. 

Thinks, and rejects the coiinfels he deiign^d:, 

Explores himfeif in vain, in every part, 
ji^nd gives no reft to his diftraefted heart : 

Si) v.hcn the fun by day or moon by night 
Strike on the poiiih’d brafs their trembling light. 

The glittVing fpecies here and there divide, 

And caft their dubious beams from fide to fide ; 

Now on the walls, now on the pavement play. 

And to the cieling flafli the glaring day. 

Ariofto has alio adopted this limilc in the eighth book of his Orland-^ 
■puriofo : 


Qua! d’acqua chiara il tremolante iurne 
Dal Sol percolla, o da’ notturni rai. 

Per gli ampii tetti va con lungo falto 
A deftra, ed a fmiftra, e baftb, cd alto. 

So from a water clear, the trembling light 
Of I^liocbus, or the filver ray of night, 
jUong the fpacious rooms \\itIifpltndorpIays, 

Now high, now low, and ftiiftsa ihoidand ways. H001.E, 

But the happieft circumftancc belongs to Camoens. Tlic velocity and va- 
rious fhiftings of the fun-beam, rcfteftedfiom a piece cf cyrftal or polidicd 
ftcci ill llie hand o: a boy, give a much itronger Idea cf the violent agita- 
tion and fudden ihiftings cf thought, than the imago cf tUc from I; ling light 
of the fun or moon /citofted ivom a vcfol of warer. 'i’hc ‘.eftoi how- 

ever, a’vJ not the ’..rdor, i.^oify mcnlio'icd by L'rydo:. Nor r.adf anoLlicr 
innccurac/ puls unohibned. That the iof3i.iflion of tli/' moon f jhvJ ihe 
c\i2) is no: oour.ti. nan.'.. : I b: the oiiginai. The CiiLio however, wiio, 
rrom the irir.iLior. of tl.'.f*, v 111 infer any diftcfpcift to the name of Dr>den, 
i', as crhlrsoiten aiv, .a.jl c: ihe writer’s meaning. Avery difPerent 
inl'eiei'iOC i.'. Inicnded : I:fogiv.al a mafteras Dryden has erred, let the rea- 
<ivr romencLcr, that other tr;.nl:..:ors arc liable to fall, and that a few in- 

accuiacies 
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iSwifc o'er the the Roor, the roof, by tunis 
The fun-beam dances^ aad the radiance burns. 

In quick fucccri'-on thus a thoufand vieu'-s 
The fapient L Lilian's lively thought piirhies 5 
Quick as the lightning every vie'v revolves^ 

And, v^clghing all, hxt are his dread refolv j:-:. 
O^cr India’s ihore tlie lable night ue'cends. 

And Gama, now, fechided from his friends* 
Detain’d a captive in the room of frate, 

Anticipates in thought to-morrow’s fate 5 
For jufr Mozaide no generous care delays, 

And Vasco’s trufr with friendly toils repays., 


jiccurarics ought, hy no meanf, to be produced as tht Ipeclimcn > of any con.- 
pofitioi] . 

Wc have already feen the M’arm encomiuin paid by Tafib to his cotempo- 
rary, Camoens. That great poet, the ornamtat of Italy, has alfo teftified 
his approbation by feveral imitations of the Lufiad, Virgil, in no iaftance,. 
has more dofely copied Homer, than TafTo has imitated the appearance 
of Bacchus, or the evil darmon, in the dream of the Moorifh prieft. The 
enchanter Ifmcno thus appears to the fieeping Solymau. 

Soilman’ Sedimano, i tuoi filenti 
Ripoll X miglior tempo homai liferva : 

Che r^itto il giogo <Ie ftraniere genti 
La patihi, ovc regnafti, ancor’ e ferva. 

In qijLlht tenadormi, e non rammentij, 

Ch’ infepoitc de tuoi i’olla conferva ? 

Ovc fi gran’ veftigio e del tuo fcorno, 

Tu neghittoib alpetti il novo giorno ? 

Thus elegantly tianflatecl by Mr. Hoolc. 

Old Solyman, regardiefs chief, awake. 

■fn happier hours thy grateful Humber trke r 
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Beneath a loicign yoke th\ rubjeOs bend, 

And llranffcrs o’er thy land their rule extend. 
Here doir thou deep ? here clofc thy carclefseyes, 
While uninterr’d each lov’d aiTbciate lies ? 

Here vdicrc thy fame bai felt the hodile fcorn, 
Canli: thon, unthinking, wait the rifing moin ? 


ilND OF THE FIGHTH BOOK. 
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R E D rofe the dawn ; rolFd o’er the lowering ilzjy 

The fcattering clouds of tawny purple Ajc 

While yet the day-fpring ftruggled with the gloomi> 

The Indian monarch fought the regent’s domee 

In all the luxury of Allan ftate 

High on a gem-ftarr’d couch the monai'’ch fate 5 

Then on th’ illuftrious captive bending down 

His eyes, ftern darken’d with a threatening frov;n c 

Thy truthlefs tale, he cries, thy art appears, 

Confeft inglorious by thy cautious fears» 

Yet ftill if friendlhp, hoaeft, thou implore. 

Yet now command thy velTcls to the flxore : 


Generous 
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Generoijts as zo thy iriciid:; tiiy fails relign, 

My Vvuli cor.nnaixis i:, aiid the po\vcr is mine : 
In vain thy arr^ in Mi'iii thy might widiftands^ 
Thy faiiS^ and rudders too, my wdil a demand? : 
Snell be tlic trftj th'-; bor.rLcd truth, to try, 

Each other tefr depilea, I vxt deny. 

And lias my regent fuel tv:o days in vain ! 

In vain my mandate, and the captive chain ! 

Yet not in vain, r.rcud chief, oarfelf fliall fue 
From dice tlie honour to my friendfliip due ; 
Ere force compel thee, let the grace be thine, 
Cur grace permits it, freely to refign, 

Fi’ceiy to truft oar friendfliip, ere too late 
Our injured honour fix thy dreadful fate. 


Vf hhe thus he fxike his changeful look declared. 
In his proud breaft rrh.zt ftartlng paffions vrarr’d. 

No feature mov’d on GatvIa’s face was fl*en. 

Stern he rjpiies, v/ich bold yet anxious mien : 

In me my ibvcrcijn reprefented fee, 

H’3 flate is wound'.*:!, and he Ipeaks in me ; 
Unawed by threats, by dangers uncontrolFd, 

The cf nations bid my tongue be bold. 

No more thy judice holds the righteous fcale. 

The arts of faiihood and the Z Icors prevail ; 


» "ihyfiiih^ Gi'J ntdJdi-r icc. my -Tivy; ^l/7/3/*ij’--AccorcIing to MiTary. See 
the preface. 
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I fee the doom my favour’d foes decree, 

Yet, though in chains I ftanci, my Heet is free. 

The bitter taunts of fuorn the brave difdaiii ; 

Few be my words, your arts, your threats are vaiiu 
My fovereign’s fleet I yield net to your (way ; 

Safe iliall my fleet to Lifooa’s flrrand convex 
The glorious tale of all the toils I bore, 

Afric furroiindcd, and the Indian fliore 
DIfeovered — Thefe I pledged my life to gain j 
Tiicfe to my country fliall my life maintain. 

One wifh alone my earnefl heart deflres, 

The folc iiiipaffion’d iione inv breafr relpircs ^ 

?\fy fi.iiilfd Liboars may my iovereign hear: 

Befides that wlih, nor hope I know, nor fear. 

Anfi lo, the ^viedrn of yonr ri-ige I fraid, 

And bare my bofom to the murderer’s hand. 

Yvhth lofty mior. he fpake. In ftern JilUain, 

IMy t]ireat'=, the monarch cries, were never vain : 

Swih give the £Ign — Swht as he ipake, appear’d 
The clancin.g flreamer o’er the palace rear’d 5 

Inftant 

** My fo'vcreign s jhvt I y:c!4 not io your The circumftance of Gama’s 
icriifing to put his fleet into the power of the Zamorim, is thus rendered by 
‘"anfliaw : 

Tile IXfalabar proteCls that he flinll rot 
In priibn, if he fend not for the Jhips. 

Hj coiijQatiiy (and with nobic ^,rro<rbet) 

Hi& ha\ighty jmndcc weighs not at iwo 



5 5i T H£ lust a D. :;oor hjc 

IrAhu’d anolhcr Ciii^gn cliftant rofc, 

WliC/c^ juLtliig through the i^ood^ the mountain thi^ows:. 
A rklgc enorniOuSj aiul on cither tide 
Beiciids the harbours froui the furious tide- 
proud on his couch tid indignant monarch fate, 

An:l av'fui hlence iiil’d the room of ftate. 

Y/ith focret joy the Moors^ exulting, glow’d. 

And bent their eyes where GiiMA’s navy rode 5 
Then, proudly heaved with panting hope, explore 
The Vv’ood-crown’d upland of the bending diorc. 

Soon o^er the palms a mafl’s tall pendant flows, 

Bright to the fun the purple radiance glows 5 
In martial pomp, far-fti'eaming to the fldes, 

Vanes after vanes in fwift fucceffion rife. 

And through the opening foreft-boughs of greeii 
The fails’ white luftre moving on is feen ; 

When fudden rufliing by the point of land 
The bowfprits nod, and wide the fails expand 
Full pouring on the fight, in warlike pride, 

Extending ftlll the rifing fquadrons ride : 

O’er every deck, beneath the morning rays, 
liike melted gold the brazen fpear-points blaze 5 
Each prore fuiTOiinded with an hundred oars. 

Old ocean boils around the crowded prores ; 

And five times now in number Gavia’s might. 

Proudly their boaftful fiaouts provoke the fight ; 

Far round the fliore the echoing peal rebounds, 

Behind the hill an anfiverlog fliout refounds ; 


Still 
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Still by tlic po!n.t nc-.v-fr^rcailing Jails appca.-, 

Tiii rcrcr: tlxes C coac'iudes the rear. 

Again the fiiovl I hakes the bav 5 

Eorm'd as a crelccnt^ wcogM hi xrni array. 

Their fleet’s v/lde :u;nr. the Luilaa ibips iiichiO^ 
Prepared to c?a-li them in their ircu geafp. ■ 

Shouts echo fliouts wuth rcocii dHUunihl eyes 

The Indian king to manly Gaaia cries, 

Not one of thine on Lliboa’s iliore fliall tell 
The glorious talc, how bold thy heroes fell. 

Y/ith alter’d vifage, for Ids eyes fiafif J lire, 

God font me bxrc, and God's av^ngciul ire 
Shall finite thy perliiy, great Vasco cried, 

And humble in the dud: thy v/lfvercd pride. 

A prophet’s glow inljVrrcd his panting hrcafl: i 
Indlj^nant fmilcs the monarch’s fcorn confefr. 

Again deep illence iills the room of ftate, 

And the proud Moors, focuro, exulting wait : 

And now inclafping Gaaia’s in a ring, 

Their heet fweeps on ^loud whizzing from the ftring 

The black-vvlng’d arrows float along the iky, 

And rifing clouds the falling clouds fupply. 

The lofty crowding fpeurs that bridling dood 
Wide o’er the galleys as an uprlghc wood, 

Bend fudden, levcli’d for the cloiing dght ; 

Tite points wide-waving ;h:d a gleamy light. 

Elate with joy tlie khir Ids cdhcci: rears, 

And valiant GA;iA, thrill’d with tranfport, hears 


Elis 
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Hk driiai.-^ bold rattiing rulib the battle found 5 
Echo deep-lo.ic.I hoarie vibrates far around ; 

TIiJ ililvji'Lij iruLU'j?ts tear the (hrill-voiced air^ 
Qj^lvering the gale, the flafhing lightnings flarc^ 
The finoke rolls wide, and fudden burfts the roar*;, 
The lifted waves fall trembling, deep the fliore 
Groans ; quick and quicker blaze embraces blaze 
In flafliing arms 5 louder the thunders raife 
Their roaring, rolling o’er the bended fliies 
The hurd inceiTant ; awe-druck echo dies 
Faultei'Iiig and deafen’d ; from the brazen throats^ 
Cloud after cloud, inr oil’d in darknefs, floats^ 
Curling their fulpli’rous folds of fiery blue. 

Till their huge volumes take the fleecy hue. 

And roll wide o’er the &y j wide as the fight 
Can meailire heaven, flow rolls the cloudy white 3 
Beneath the fmoky blacknefs fpreads afar 
its hovering wings, and veils the dreadful war 
Deep ia its horrid bread 5 the fierce red glare 
Checjucring the rifted darknefs, fires the air. 

Each moment loft and kindled, while around. 

The mingling thunders fwell the lengthen’d found 
When piercing fudden through the dreadful roar 
The yelling fiirieks of thoufands ftrike the fliore* 
Prefaging horror through the monarch’s bread . 
Crept cold 5 and gloomy o’er the didant ead, 


Through 
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Through Gata’s hills the whirling tcmpefi: ^ 

And v/eilward fwecping to the blacken\l tlde^, 

Howl’d o’er the trembl'ng p-’ace as it pafl:, 

And o’er the gilded walls a gh;eniv :ght caft ^ 

Then, furious ruihing to the deykeu’d baps 
ReOfdefs fivept the bhck-wlng’d nighr a-vry. 

With all the clouds that hover’d o’er ‘hr i-gh:, 

A.nd o’er the w^eary combat pour’d the light- 

As by an Alpine mountain’s pathlefs fide 
Some traveller ftrays, unfriended of a guide ^ 

If o’er the hills the fable night defeend, 

And gathering tempefi: with the darknefs blend, 

Deep from the cavern’d rocks beneath, agliafl: 

He hears the howling of the whirlwind’s blafi: 

Above refounds the craQi, and down the fteep 

Some rolling weight groans on with foundering fweep;; 

Agliaft he ftands amid the fliades of night. 

And all his foul implores the friendly liglit : 

It comes 5 the dreary lightnings quivering blaze, 

The yawning depth beneath his lifted ftep betrays ; 
Inftant unmann’d, aghaft in horrid pain, 

His knees no more their fickly weight fuftain j 

Powerlefs 

^ Through hills ...— .- T he hills of Gata or Gatt*, moimtuins wltich 

form a nuLural barrier on the eaftem fUe of the klnguom of Malabar. 

Nature’s rude wall, aguinft the fierce Canar 

They guard the fertile law ns of IMaliibar. I^usiad vii. 

« 7heu fin ions riijbing to ths darken d b^y — T'or the ciicundlanccs of tllC bat- 
T,ie\ and the tempeft which then happened, fee the preface. 



BOOK 2^;* 


366 THE .LUSIAD. 

Powerlcfs he finks, no more his heart-blood flows ; 
So funk tlie monarch, and his heart-blood froze ; 
So funk he down, when o’er the clouded bay 
The riifning whirlwind pourM the fudden day : 
Diraftei-’s giant arm in one wide fweep 
Appear’d, and ruin blacken’d o’er the deep 5 
The flieetcd rnafts dro%’'e floating o’er the tide. 

And the torn hulks roll’d tumbling on the fide , 
Some shatter’d plank each heaving billow tofu, 

And by the hand of heaven dafh’d on the coafir 
Groan’d prores ingulph’d, the lafiilng furges rave 
O’er the black keels upturn’d, the fwelling wave 
Kifles the lofty mafii’s reclining head ; 

And far at fea fome few torn galleys fled. 

Amid the dreadful feene triumphant rode 
The Liiiian war-lhips, and their aid beflow’d : 
Their fpeedy boats far round aififting pi/’d, 

Where plunging, flruggliiig, in the rolling tide, 
Grafping the fixatter’d wrecks, the vanquifhed foes 
Rear’d o’er the dafiiing waves their haggard brows. 
No word of fcorn the lofty Gama l*pokc. 

Nor India’s king the dreadful filence broke. 

Slow pail the hour, whiJii to the trembling fhore 
In awful pomp the vlcior-navy Lore : 

Terrific, nodding on, th.e bowfprits bend, 

And the red ftreamers other war portend : 

Soon burfts the roar 5 the bombs tremendous rife. 
And trail their blackening rainbows o’er the ficics 5 


O’er 
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O’er Calicut’s proud domes their rage they pour. 

And wrap her temples in a fulpli’rous fliower. 

^Tis o’er In tliroatening illence ride?, fleet: 

Wild rage and horror yell in every fiireet 5 
Ten thouP^mds pouring round the palace ^ gate, 
in clamorous uproar r/ali their wretched fate : 

While round the dome with lifted hands they kneel’d., 

Give juftice, jufrice to the ftrangers yield 

Our friends, our iiufbands, fons, and fath :rs fiain ? 

Happier, alas, than that yet remain 

Curft be the coniifels, and the arts unjuft 

Our friends in chains our city in the dull 

Yet, yet prevent 


^The filent Vasco faw 

The weight of horror and o’erpowering awe 

That fliook the Moors, that fhook the regent’s knecJH 

And funk the monarch down By-fwift degrees 

The popular clamour rifes. Loft, unmanned. 

Around the king the trembling council ftand 5 
While wildly glaring on each other’s eyes 
Each lip in vain the trembling accent tries 5 
With anguifti licken’d, and of ftrength bereft, 

Earneft each look enquires, What hope is left ! 

In ail die rage of fliame and grief agliaft, 

The monarch, fauitering, takes the word at laft : 

By 

^ ‘Ten thoiifands poiirwv ro?i/iei the {)j!ace gain. 

In clamorous See the hiliory in the prehicc- 
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By grciit :uv titcfo n;'Oiid v\^nr-/hlps iwiiy’d;^ 

Arc :dy IioiicUi'^i iiii'l obey'd ? 

Forgiv'O. great iov gifi:; of price rcitrain 

Thyj'jf: i-jvenge — Sb.di gifts be vain! — — 

Oil Ipr.re riy people uad t.'icir ^.looinM abodes 

PrayerS; '^'ows^ and gifes appeale the injured gods : 

Shall mnn deny ^Swife are the brave to fpare : 

The woalcj iLc innocent, confefs their care 

HelpLfs as innocent of guile to thee, 

Behold thefe thoufuids bend the fuppliant knee 

Thy navy's thundering fides black to the land 
Difpiay their terrors — yet mayft thou command * 

O’erpowePd he paufed. Majeftic and ferene 
Great Vasco rofe, then pointing to the feene 
Where bled the war : Thy fleet, proud king, behold 
O^er ocean and the ftrand in carnage rollM I 
So fhall this palace fmokliig in the duft, 

And yon proud city weep thy arts unjuft. 

The Moors I knew, and for their fraud prepared, 

I left my hxt command my navy’s s guard : 

Whate’er from (hore my name or feal convey’d 
Of other weight, that hxt command forbade 5 
Thus, ere its birth deftroy’d, prevented fell 
What fraud might dictate, or what force cempeL 

This 

^ I Ufi jny fi::f ccm:na?id ?ry 
'udful of my fet e 

This mofb magnanimous rc-folution, to facrifice his own fafetyor his life for 
tlie fafe return of the ficetj is ftrictly true. See the preface. 
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This moni the facrifice of fraad I flood. 

But hark, there lives the brother of my blood. 

And lives the friend, whofe cares conjoin’d control 
Thefe floating towers, both brothers of miy fouL 
If thrice, I f ild, arlfe the golden morn. 

Ere to my fleet you mark my glad return, 

Dark fraud with all her Mooriili arts vdthflands, 
And force or death withholds me from my bands ; 
Thus judge, and fwift unfurl the homc'vard fail, 
Catch the firfl breathing lof the caflexm gale. 
Unmindful cf my fate on India’s fhore : 
het but rny monarch know, I whli no more——-* 
Sach, pooling v.'hlle I fpoke, impatient cries. 

The tear-drop burfting in tlicir manly eyes, 

In all but one thy mandates we obey, 

In one v/c yield not to thy generous fway ; 

Without thee never fhali our fails return ; 

India fhall bleed, and Calicut fhall burn 

Thrice fliall the morn arife ; a flight of bombs 
Shall then fpeak vengeance to their guilty domes : 
Till noon we paufe 5 then fhall our thunders roar. 
And defolation fweep the treacherous flaore-— - 
Behold, proud king, their flgnal in the iky. 

Near his meridian tower the fun rides high. 

O’er Calicut no more the evening fhade 
Shall fpread her peaceful wings, my wrath unftaid ; 
Dire through the night her fmoking duft fhall gleam 
Dire thro’ the night fliall fliriek the female feream. 

Bb 
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Tliy novti?5 gi'cp.t chiefj the pale-lipt regent crles^ 
Thy worth we own 5 Oh, may thefe woes fufEce ! 

To thee each proof of India’s wealth we fend 5 

AmbafEidors, of noblefi: race, attend 

Slow as he faulterM, Gama catch’d the word, 

On terras I talk not, and no truce afford : 

Captives enough ihall reach the Lufian fliore s 
Once you deceived me, and I treat no more. 

Even now my fakhful failors, pale with rage, 

Gnaw their blue lips, impatient to engage 5 
Ranged by their brazen tubes, the thundering band 
Watch the firft movement of my brother’s hand ; 
E’en now, impatient, o’er the dreadful tire 
They wave their eager cancs betipt v/ith fire j 
Methinks my brother’s anguifli’d look I fee, 

The panti.ng noftril and the trembling knee. 

While keen he eyes the fun ; On hafty ffrides. 

Hurried along the deck, Coello chides 

His cold fiow lingering, and impatient cries. 

Oh, give the fign, illume the facrifice, 

A brother’s vengeance for a brother’s blood 

He fpahe ; and item the dreadful warrior ftood ^ 
So feem’d the terrors of his awful nod. 

The monarch trembled as before a god 5 

The treacherous Moors funk down in faint difmay. 

And fpecchlefs at his feet the council lay : 


Abrupt, 
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Abrupr, 'vit'ii oi:srt:ctch’d ar’-ns^ the iiionarch i* crlcs^ 

Whnt yet but dared not meet tlic hero's eyes^ 

What yet may lave ! — Great V".asco /lern rejoins, 

Swift, undirputJiig, give tii appointed figns : 

High o’er thy loftiell: tower my Hag dlfpiay, 

Me and my train P.vift to my fleet convey : 

Inftant command — behold the fun rides high 

He fpakc, and rapture glow’d in every eye ; 

The Lillian ftaiidard o'er the palace flow’d. 

Swift o’er the bay tlic royal barges row’d. 

A dreary gloom a fudden whirlwind threw. 

Amid the howling blaft, enraged, withdrew 
The Yanquifh’d dxmon — Soon in' iuflrc mild, 

As April- fmiles, tlie fun auipicious fniiled : 

Elate with joy, the fliouting thoufands trod, 

And Gama to his fleet triumphant rode. 

Soft came the eaftern gale on balmy wings ; 

Each joyful failor to his labour fprings ; 

Some o’er the bars their breafls robufl; recline. 

And with firm tugs the ‘ rollers from the brine, 

B b Reluftant 


** Abrupt • " ths monarch erks-^ 

What yet mayjave^^ — — 

Gama’s declaration, tiiat no meflage from him to the fleet could alter tli? 
orders he had already left, and his rcjedlioii of any faithcr treaty, hare a 
neceflary efleft in the condu^fl: of the poem. They haften the catallrophe^ 
and give a vcriflmiiitude.to the abrupt and full fubmiflion of the Zamorim. 

® The capftones.— The capftonc is a cylindrical wind- 

iafr, worked with bars, which are moved from hole to hole as it turns round , 

U 
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Reluctant dragg’d^ the flinie-br own’d rtnehors raife 5 
Each gliding rope Tome nimble hand obeys j 
Some bending o’er tl:ie yard-arm's length on high 
With nimble hands the canvafs wings untie^ 

The happing fails their widening folds diftend;, 

And meafured echoing fhouts their fweaty toils attends 
Nor had the captives loft the leader’s care^ 

Some to the fliore the Indian barges bear ; 

The nobleft fev/ the chief detains to own 
His glorious deeds before the Lufian throne^ 

To own the convyaefc of the Indian fliore ; 

Nor wanted every proof of India’s ftore ; 

What fruits in Ceylon’s fragrant woods abound^ 

With woods of cinnamon her hills are crown’d: 

Dry’d in its flower the nut of Banda’s grovcj 
The burning pepper and the fable clove ; 

The clove, vrhofe odour on the breathing gale 
Far to the fea Malucco’s plains exhale : 

All thefe provided by the faithful Moor, 

All thefe, and India’s gems, the navy bore: 

The 


It Is Uicd to \;ei«;h the anchors, raile mafts, &c. The name rci/^r, deferibes 
both the machine and its nfe, and it may be prefumed, is a more poetical 
woi*i than aipf.onf. The rcrlzfication of this paiTage in the original^ af- 
fords a mofl noble example of iniitathe harmony : 

-cluR ja nas ’.'vcs os bons tiabaiiiadores 
Voi'/cni o cahreiranto, & repartiuos 
I’ciio t;abaiho, puxao pelia amariTij 
Outros quebrao co p'-Ico duro a bana. 
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The Moor attends^ Mozaide, whofe zealous care 
To Gama's eyes uiiveird each treacb’rous i fnarej 
So burn’d his breafi; with heaven-ilia milled 


And holy reverence of Meffiah’s name. 

Oh, favoured African, by hea%’en's o%vn light 
CalFd from the dreary fliades of ciror’s night 5 
What man may dare his fecming ills arraign. 

Or what the grace cf heaven’s dcTigns explain ! 
Far diJft thou from thy friends a uranger roam, 
There waft thou call’d lo tliy celcftial borire. 


'*• xvh ifj tiitc 

To Gu>uas iyct uavt'uPJ h h Km /;7.;;v— 
liaJ tills been mentioned Iboncr, i.a.idr »>. Llio >w\t* tllioolio of the 
poem muft have lanouiflicfl. Thcnji ho h vac a uiinlor, t.l«. ur. 'xiuticd 
friend of Gama bears a miidi moic c^mlidcrablc part in liic .n the 

Lullad, than the faithful Achates, the frIcnJ of the Le:o, (.* hi Jk luL- 
ziefs of the iEneid. 

^ There •iv,'rji than calV :i io iLy celejVial Lo,'t:e. — This e>-clan»at»j“v’ a*' Irels to 
the Moor Monzaida, h'-wever it may appear cligretTive, has a doa''ie pio- 
priety. The converhen of the ealttrn woihl, is the great pnrpol!: tu t':o 
e::ped:tion of Gama, and Monzaida is the hrl}: fruits of thu'f cenvu^n:-:. 
The good chaia£tcrsof the viclorions heroes, however negloftcd by the '>:xac 
genius of Homer, have a fine etfecl in making an epic poem inlercTi us and 
pleafe. It might have been faid, thalMonzaUa uas a tiaitor Lo his friends, 
and who crowned his vilb.ny with apoflucy, Canviens has th ncfoie \^]feiy 
drawn him with other features, worthy of the fricnufliip of Gama. Had 
this been neglcfted, the hero of the i.uikd might have (hared tiie fate of 
the wife Ulydes of the Iliad, againfl: whom, as Voltaire juftjy obferves, 
every reader bears a Iccret ill will. Nor is the poetical character of Mon- 
zuida imfuppoited by hiitory. He was not an Arab Moor, fo he did not 
defeit his counU-ymen. Ly force, thelc Moors had determined on the de- 
ihuGion of Gama : Monzaida admh'cd and ehcemed him, and therefore 
generouliy revealed to liim his danger, hy his attachment to Gama, he 
loll all his clilcLS in India, a chcumfiance which his prudence and know* 
iedge of aifiiirs muft have certainly forefecn. Jjy the known dangers he en- 
-countered, by tlie lofs he thus voluntarily fiiilained, and by his after con*> 
Clancy, hie fin vrity is undoubtedly proved. 
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With raililliig fouiKl r.ow i‘.veird the fteacly fail 5 
The lofty mails recliiahig to the gale 
On full Ipread wings ihc n^\'y rings avvaVs 
And iar behind them fouins the ocean grey ; 

Ara?-* the ieficning hilis of Ciata tlyj 

And mix their dim blue fummits with the ilcy : 

Beneath the wave lotv finks the fpicy fljore, 

And roaring through the tide each iiudJing proiC 
rviliuc to the Cape, great nature’s fouthinuft bormth 
Tiic Cape of Temncils, new of Hope renowned. 

Their glorious tale on Liiboa's fhore to tell 
Infpires each bofom with a raptVous fwell ; 

Now through their breafts the chilly tremors glide^ 

To dare once more the dangers dearly try^d 

Soon to the winds arc thefe cold fears reiign^j 
And all their country ruilies on the mind ; 
riow fvveet to view tliclr native land, how fweet 
The father, brother, and the bride to greet ! 

While iifeening round the iioary parent’s board 
The wondering kindred glow at every word ; 

How Avset to tell v/hat vroes, v/hat toils they bore. 

The tribes and wonders of eacii various ihore ! 

Thefe thoughts, the traveller’s loved reward, employ. 
And fwell each bofom with uiiuttcr’d ^ joy. 

The 

• Hhe jcy of ihs f.t'ci cn th^ Iw.^ie'vnjr^ f!.pariure frotn JrJia , — We aiC HOW 
erme to that yrat of the Lu'iaJ, which, in the concIin5l of the poem. Is 
pa.i3.Jie! to the oreat cataflropiic of the Uiad, when on tiie dep-th of Ile^ior, 
A.i hides thus addreiTes the Crecisn zrxr.y^ 
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q^i^en o; ?o- ly cN^rnal gracCj 

TIic guardian goddefs of ihc Lufian race 5 
The queen of love, elate v/ith jcy, furveys 
Her y plo'v t!''^ v.-atery maze : 

Their dreary toilc revolving in her iliovght. 

And all the woes by vengeful Bacchus wu ought 5 
Tiiefe toils, ihefe n’-ccs her yeanihig cares employ^ 

To bathe und balfom in the Breams of joy. 

Amid tlic bofom of the watery waBe, 

Near where the bowels of paradife were placed. 

An ific, array Vt In all the pride of flowers. 

Of fruitSy of fountains, and of fragrant Lu'>\vers, 

She means to offer to their homeward prows ^ 

The place of glad repaft and fwcet repoie , 

And 


—ye {bns of Greece, in triumph bring 
The corpfe of Hetior, and your/>u^i^nj fing: 

Be this the fong, flow moving to w’rd the Ihoie, 

H'Mar is dead, and Bhn is no more.” 

Gur Portugaofe poet, who in his machinery, and many other infiancesj) 
has followed the manner of Virgil, now forlakcs him. In a very bold and 
mafterly fpirit he now models his poem by the rteps of Homer, What of 
theLufiad yet remains, in poetical condua, thougii not in an imitation of 
circumftances, exactly refemblcs the latter part ol t’ne liiud. The games 
at the funeral of PatrocUis, and the redemption of tlic body ot FleClor, 
are the completion of the rage of Achilles. In the lame manner, the re- 
ward of the heroes, and the confcquenccs of their expedition, complete 
the unity o*' the Luiiad. X c: nnut lay it appears that Milton ever read our 
poet (though. Fanfliaw’s tranflation was pubViflied in his time) ; yet no in- 
ilance can be given of a more ftriking reiemblance of plan and condudlr, 
"J^an may be produced in two principal parts of the poem of Cambens, and 
of the Pa*ud.ife Lofl. Of this however hereafter in its proper place. 

^ear n.vhdre the b^ivers of paradlfe •loere — — AccOiding to the opi- 

nion of thofe who place the garden of Eden near the mountains of Irnaus, 
from whence the Ganges and Indus derive their fourcc. 
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And there before their rj-ptared view to raife 
The heavea-topt coianin of their doathleis pruife. 

The gviddefs now afeends her filv^er cai, 

Bright was its hue as love’s tranflucent har ; 

Beneath the reins the ftatelv birds, that {inij 
Their Iweet-toned deatli-fong, fpread the fnowy vdng 
The gentle winds beneath her chariot ilgh, 

And virgin bluflies purple o’er the ficy : 

On milk white pinions borne, her cooing doves 
Form playful circles round her as ihe moves ; 

And novv their beaks in fondling kifles join. 

In amorous nods their fondling necks entwine. 

O^er fair Idalia’s bowers tlie goddefs rode. 

And by her altars fought Idalia’s god : 

The youthful bow} er of the heart was there ; 

His falling kingdom claim’d his earned: ^ care, 

Ki. 


^ ^ V !/t in j'f'ttical con- 

duct, bt'T.s a Jtiiliiiig R If, ‘ill 'dance t'-j ihc ciigredive hit^Oi'xSj with which 
Homer cnii:hcs Uid ado.ns h:s poems, pnalicuiarly to tho hcautifui de- 
fcriptiijii ol tliw t afl ot Jt-.-yods with the blamcicfs Ethiopians. It aJil^con- 
t'l'ins a ii.uiloMy comisicriLai- ■ on the machinery of the l^uhaJ. The di- 
vin». lore conclucis Cam.< to India. The fame ch’vine love is icprc.'cntecl as 
prcpaiing tc icform the ccnupLcd woiul, when ils aituition is particularly 
called t) bjicow a foictahc cf iinmoia'l'y on the heroes of the expedition 
wuich v.dtvJi'jred tne cailt*r:i vvc-ihi. i'-or do rhe wild phantallic loves, 
mentioned :ii tins littL ej^iirdc, afmrd any cb;t<ri'.on agaliul this explana- 
tion, an exphnatlon which is esprtfjh. gn- u ii Tdc cpifo'le itfeir. Thcfi. 
wild phantaftic amours %d;y, in tiu ai!c^or>, the wild Icds o^'dilTc rent 
cnthufiafts, which fpnng up under the winys of the bcil ami ir.oir rational 
inflitutions ; and which, ho\vc\er contrary to tatii ocher, r.l: uz'czc in de- 
living their authority fiom the lame fc'irce. 
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His bands he mnftcrsj tbrongh the myrtle groves 
On buxcni wings Le trains the little loves. 

Agr' 'Tt the worlds rebeiilojs and aftiTgg 
E'j to lead tliciD. and rcilinie ids fway: 

For bale-born paihons, at ids flvlne \vvas toiciy 
Each rcblcr tranfpert of the oread ccnlroil’do 
A voang Ac exon, {cornfal of his « lore. 

Morn after moni pnrfues the fc-'iniv Loai j 


® A •ymitg — Tiif' Fi cnoh trann'it&i uas t^ie cliarafterif- 

^hal nol'j : “ TLU i*? u i u^'MTal fr.onr timh of the irct-tloms takon 

hf CatnvJcns, and at toe itur.e tl*.-'* a ]>rr;o: ot ti e i.iip‘‘Lii!*-nce of poets; 
an aiirlicntie pi\ of oi' "h.\t ptc-jiidla* aIiIcIi iometiin< htintls tlum, not- 
“ u'H!‘ '.p.'>ilino; ail the I'jint of tIm^Is oenius. T!il modern A(fU’on, ol 
■=* wliom Jie fp-aks, was kiuw ScfaUiim. He :o,t -1 the chace; but that 
“ ploarih'e, \\liich Is one of the mod iunocv-nt, and one of the moft noble 
•* we can pofiibly tafte, did not at all interrupt his attention to the atFaiis 
of ftate, and did not render him favage as our author pretends. On this 
“ point the hiftorians a»e rather to be believed. And what would the lot 
of princes be, were hey allowed no relaxation from their toils, wdiilc 
they allow that pri rlegc to their people ? Subje£is as wc are, let us ve- 
“ nerate the amufcm-^iits of our Sovereigns; let us believe that the anguft 
cares for oui good, which employ them, follow them often even to the 
very bofom of their pleafiires.” 

Many are the ftiokes in the Lullad which mufl: endear the chara£ler of 
Camoens to every reader of fcnhbiiity. The noble freedom and manly in- 
dignation with which he mentions the foible of his p"iiicc, and the flatte- 
rers of his court, would do honour to the greuteft names of Gieece or Rome. 
While the fhadow^ of freedom remained in Portugal, the grcateil: men of 
that nation, in the days of Lufian Iieroifm, thought and conducted them- 
ftlves in the fpirit of Camoens. A noble anecdote of this brave fpirit offers 
ilfelf. Alonzo IV. furnamed t/jc Irave, alcended the throne of Portugal 
In the vigour of his age. The plcafures of the chace engrofied all his atten- 
ti<m. His confidents and favourites encouraged, and alhucd liim to it* 
riis time was fpent in the forells of CinUa, while the affairs of government 
u’eie negleftcd, or executed by tbofc whofe intereft it was to keep their 
Sovereign in ignorance. Hh p:cfence, at hfl, being neceflitry at Lifbon, 

he 
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In defart wilds devoted to the cliace ; 

Each dear enchantment of the female face 
Spurn’d and neglefted : him enraged he fees. 

And fiveet, and dread his punilhaient decrees. 

Before his radfli'd light, in fweet furprife. 

Naked in all her charms iliaH Dian rife; 

With love’s fierce llanics his frozen heart fhall p burn. 
Coldly his fuit, the nymph, unmoved, fhall fpurn. 

Of 


he entered the council with all the hriHs. impefcuofityof a young fportfman, 
and with great familial iiy and gaiety entertained his nobles with the hillory 
of a whole month j’pent in hunting, in fiHiing, and Ihooiing. When he 
had finilhedhis narrative, a nobleman of the firft rank lofe up : Uoiuts and 
camps, laid he, were ailotced for kings, not w'oods and dclcrts. Kven the 
affairs of private men luffcr when recreation is preferred to bufinefs. But 
when the whims of pieafure engrois the thoughts of a king, a whole nation 
5s configned to ruin. We came here for other purpoies than to hear the 
exploits of the chace, exploits which are only intelligible to grooms and 
falconers. If )our majcfly wdJl attend to the wants and remove the griev- 
ances of your people, you will find them obsdient fubjccls; if not— - 

The king, darting with rage, interrupted him, if not, what If not, 

refumed the uobleman, in a hrm ton^', they will look for another and a , 
better king. Alonzo, ri the higheff tranfport of paflion, expreffed his re- 
fentment, and hafted out of the room. In a little while however he re- 
turned, calm and reconciled. I perceive, faid he, the truth of what you 
fay. Ke w ho will not execute the duties of a king, cannot long have good 
lubjedls. Remember, from this day, you have nothing more to do with 
Alonzo the l])Oitixnan, but with Alonzo the king of Portugal. His ma- 
jefty was as good a? his promife, and became as a warrior and politician, 
one of the greateft of the Portuguefe monarchs. 

P pFUb love's furs: f.aisics Lh f,o:z:.i heart Jhall hu m - — . * * It is lilid, that 
** upon the faitn of a portrait, Don Sebaitlan fell in love with Margaret of 
France, daughter of Kcniy II. and demanded her in marriage, but was 
rej Liicd. X he Spaniards treated him no Icls unfavourably, for they alfb 
rejecied hia propofals for one of the daughters of Philip II, Our author 
co.ifiders thelc refuials as the puniihixicnt of Don Scbafliaii’s cxcellive at- 

“ tachment 
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Of tliefe loved dogs that now his palEons 
Ah, may he never Lli the Laplcfs prey i 

Enraged 


to thechuce^ but this is only :: confequeuce of the x^rejudice 
v.hr. uli r!: he vie.vcc the u.hu'tn7tnt!> of hi« I'ovcrelgn. The truth is^ 
pr.-.-Cv-iVes wcic refLiht! lor p'litiail unci not with any re- 

:& ihi inain.^r ‘.r -..hich lit hiied up Ihs moments of kifurc,” 

Thus Cutlcia, who, with the tame Ipirit of fagacity, harts and anfwei'S. 
the ■•diIo\'king objections : “ But here is a difficulty: Camoens vwU)tf Jii- 
ring the lih of Don Sebaftian, biittht circumifancc lu* relates 'lU't.'iuiu 
of har.[)ein.vl it "i -al yeu'-s ht^o»‘c, undt r the reign of EmmaniieL 

“ How therefore c“ule hv fa;' tha! 0‘pH thti- ffn- Dm) Sehiiiiau at the 
chace, when that prince was not then bora f the anf*^.r is caly : Cupid 
‘‘in the allegory of this woik, reprefents the love of Gr*d, the Holy 
iSpIilty who is God himilif. Now the uisinity admits of no diftin^hon of 
Lime; or.t. glance of his eye behokh the pall, the prefent, and the fu- 
'*'• turc ; eveiy thing is pixient btTorc him,’* 

This ck fence of the nation ct A£‘awon, Is not more abfurd than ufelefs. 
The free fiul bold Ipiiit of poetry, and hi particular ilie nature uf allegory, 
defend it. The poet might eafiiy hai-e faid, that Cupid fonfaxv ; but had 
he faid fo his ffitiie had been much lefs genteel. As the fentiments of Cal- 
tera on this paflage aie extremely charafleriflicai of the Erench ideas, ano- 
ther note from him will perhaps be agreeable. ** Several Poituguefc wii- 
ttrs have remarked, fays he, that the vvilh 

Of thefe loved dogs that now his paffions fway. 

Ah ! may he never full the hapiefs piey ! 

*• Had in it an air of prophecy ; and fate, in effied, feemed careful to ac- 
compliih it, in making the preiaged woes to fall upon Don Stbaftiaii. If 
he did not fail a prey to his pack of hounds, we may however fay that 
he was devoured by his favourites, who milled his youth and his great 
foul. But at any rate our poet has carried his limilitucle too far. IL was 
“ certainly injurious to Don Sebaftian, who'nevcrthelefs had the bounty 
not only not to punifti this audacity, but to rewaid the juft elogies 
** which liic author had beftowed on him in other places. As much as the 
indireretioii of Camdens ought to furprife us, as much ought \vc to ad- 
mire the generohry of his mafter.’* 

This foppery, tnis llavery in thinking, cannot fail to roufc the indigna- 
tion of every manly Lreaft, when the fa<ftsare fairly ftated. Don Sebaf- 

tian^ 
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Earpgca he foes a venal Iicrd^, the 'I fl^aine 
Of human race > rJTunic the til] eel ns me ; 

And eaclij for feme bafe intcretl of Ids own. 

With flattery's miinnaVl lips ahui? the tiiroiro. 

He fees the nieus whom lioliell fa actions bind 
To poverty, and love of human kind 5 
While foie as drop the dews of balmy Ma}/, 

Their words preacii virtue ai:d her charms difpiay. 

He fees tlieir eyes wirli luf; of g'v!*.' on f re. 

And every wilh to lordly ftate afpire 5 

He fees them trim the lamp at night’s mid hour. 

To plan new laws to arm the regal power ; 

Sleeplefs 


tian, who afccnded the throne when a child, was a prince of great abi- 
lities and great ipirit, but his youth poifoned with the mod romantic 
ideas of military glory. The afihirs of ftate were left to his miniflcrs (for 
tuhofti character fee the next noie J , Ids other fludics were negledlcd, and milita- 
ry exercifes, of which he not unjuftly efteemed the chace a principal, were 
almoft his Ible employ. Camoens beheld this romantic turn, and in a gen- 
teel allegorical fatire foreboded its confequences. The wilh, that his prince 
might not fall the prey of his favourite palGon, was in vain. In a ralh, 
ill-concerted expedition into Africa, Don Sebaftian loft his crown in his 
twenty-fifth year, an event whicli foon after produced the fall of the Por- 
tuguefe empire. Had the nobility poflefted the fpirit of Camoens, had 
they, like him, endeavoured to check the quixotry of a young generous 
prince, that prince might have reigned long and happy, and Portugal 
might have eicaped the Spanilh yoke, which foon followed the defeat at 
Alcazar ; a yoke w hich funk Portugal into an abyft of mifery, from, 
which, in ail probability, Ihc will never emerge in her former fplendor* 

^ Enreved he fees a •venal herd, the Jbame 

Of h'man iacs, ajfuvie the titled name- 

After having lIJiculcd ail the pleafures of Don Sebaftian, the author now 
proceeds to his courtiers, to whom he has done no injt’Jlkc. Thofe w’ho 
“ are acquainted with the Portngnefc hiftory, will readily acknowledge 
dlis."'* Camera. 
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Sleeplefs at rJglit’s mid hour to raze tlxe law?, 

The facred bulwarks oc the peoples' caufc;, 

Fram'd ere the blood cf ka 'i-.i:''-!"'.! vlflory 
On their brave fathers' f rords was dry. 

Nor tbefe alone^ cr.eh rank, debaied and rudoj 
Mean objects, v/crthlefs of their love, purfued- 
Their paffions thus rebellious to his lore, 

The god decrees to punifh and reftore. 

The little loves, light hovering in the air. 

Twang their lilk bow-firings, and their arms prepare : 
Some on th’ immortal anvils point the dart. 

With power refiftlefs to inflame the heart •, 

Their arrow heads they tip with foft dcfircs. 

And all the warmth of love’s celcftial fires ; 

Some fprinkle o'er the fhafts the tears of woe, 

Some ftore the quiver, fome fleel-fpring the bow 
Each chanting as he works the tuneful ftrain 
Of love's dear joys, of love's luxurious pain : 

Charm’d was the lay to conquer and refine. 

Divine the melody, the fong divine. 

Already now began the vengeful war. 

The witnefs of the god's benignant care ; 

On the hard bofoms of the flubborn crowd 
An arrowy fhower the bowyer train beftow’d j 

Pierced 

® On the hard hofims of the fiahborn cro’iv d There is an elegance 

in 
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Pierced by the iiictls ,ice|: ilgb.; die uli^j 

And ardWcriiig Jiglis the ^vnunda of love ciecfarc. 
Tiiongli various featured and of various hue. 

Each nymph i'cems lov ehefl; in her lover’s viev.-j 
Eired by the darts, by novice archers fped^ 

Ten thousand wild fantaffic loves are bred: 

■ In wildeft dreams the ruftic hind afpires, 

And Iiaughdefc lords confefs the humblcil fires.* 

iiie ihowy fwans of love’s celeftial queen 
Lind lier cliarlot on the Ihore of green ; 

One knee difplay’d ihe treads the flowery ftrand^) 

The gather’d robe falls lofcly from her hand j 
Half-iecn her bofom heaves the living fnow^ 

And on her fmiles the living rofes glow. 

The bowycr god whofc fabde fliafts ne’er fly 
Mifaim’d, in vain, in vain on earth or Ikyp 
With rofy i miles the mother power receives 3 
Around her climbing, thick as ivy leaves, 

The vailal loves in fond contention join 

Vs' ho fir ft and mofl: Giali kifs her hand divine. 

bwlft ia ii=T arms fhe caught her wanton boy. 

And, oi', my fon, flue cries, my pride, my joy, 

Agaiiift 

:n the cii^inaj oi this line, which tlic Engliih language v;iU not 
admit ; 

Kos duros coiajoens de plche dura.— . 
lu the hard hearts of the hard vulgar, 
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Againft thy mi;';ht the drcaiiml Typhon faP/d^ 

Againft thy lliaft nor hea'i/cn* nor Jove prevail’d ; 
Uniefs thine arrow wr.ke the yoreig dcfires. 

My ftrength, my povrer, in vain each charm expires : 
My fon, my hope, I claim thy powerful aid. 

Nor be the boon, thy mother fucs, delay’d : 

Wher’er, fo will tii’ eternal fates, vrher'er 
The Luhan race the viftor flandards rear, 

There lhall my hymns refound, my altars flame. 

And heavenly love her joyful lore proclaim. 

My Lufian heroes, as my E.cmans, brave. 

Long toft, long hopelcfs on the ftorm-toni wave. 
Wearied and weak, at left on India’s fliorc 
Arrived, new toils, repofe denied, they bore j 
For Bacchus there with tenfold rage purfued 
My dauntlefs fons 5 but now his might fubdued. 

Amid thefe raging feas, the feene of woes. 

Theirs ftiall be now the balm of fweet repofe j 
Theirs every joy the nobleft heroes claim, 

The raptured foretafte of immortal fame. 

Then bend thy bow and wound the Nereid train, 

The lovely daughters of the azure main ; 

And lead them, while they pant with amoro’.is fire. 
Right to the ifle which all my fmiies infpire s 
Soon fiiall my care that beauteous iflc fiipply. 

Where Zephyr breathing love, on Flora’s lap fliull figh. 
There let the nymphs the gallant heroes meet. 

And ftrew the pink and rofe beneath their feet ; 


In 



la cr/JtiJ -he uMne prolongs 
lYith vv^iii-j nc;ll-arc^tis ana inir.iortal long : 

Let every nyinph the fhow-whke bed prepare^ 

And;, bilrer ilii% rf-ng.! her boibni there 3 
There to the greedy riotons embrace 
Redgu cadi hidden churiu whb. deareft gracc» 

Thus from my native waves a hero line 
Shall rife, and o’er the eail iliuilrious lliine 5 
Thus fliall the rebel world thy prowefs know, 

And what the boundlefs joys our friendly powers befto’W, 

She /aid ; and fmiiing view’d her mighty boy 3 
Swift to the chariot fprings the god of joy 3 
His ivory bow, and arrows tipt with gold. 

Blaz’d to the fun-beam as the chariot roll’d ; 

Their filver liarnels fhining to the day 
The fwans on milk-white pinions Iprlng away, 

Smooth gliding o’er the clouds of lovely blue 3 
And fame, t fo v/iU’d the god, before them flew ; 

A giant 


* ‘TL'i's from tny native Kvavss a hero tins 
Shall yrje^ end agr the caf illufrious Jhing ” -' ■ — 

“ By liie line of heroes to be produced by the utiioii of the PoiLii^nelc 
“ with the Nereids, is to be underdood the other Portwnnell', who, fol- 
« h>v\in^ the Heps of Guinii, eftabliihed iliuftrious coLnios in India.’"’ 
— Cjfcra. 

' And fu7.'!g< — guis’f — This paHa^e aflords a frriking inflancc 

of the judgment of Cimocns. YirgiPs celebrated defeription of fame, 
(fee p. iz6.) is in his eye, but he copies it, as Virgil, in his bcil imitati- 
ons, copies after Homer. He adopts feme circum fiances, but by adding 
oUiers, he makes a new picture, which juftly may be called his own. 
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A giant goddefsj) %vhofe ungoveraM tongue 
l/Vith equal zeal proclaims or right or wrong , 

Oft had her lips the god of love blai pliem’d^ 

And oft "with ten Told praif^ his conqiiefts nam^d : 

An hundred eyes ilic rcr.s v»iih ccafclefs care. 

And theufanJ tongues want thefc behold declare : 

Fleet is her flight, tb^c lightrdng’s wing ihe rides, "I 

And though fhe fiiifts her colours fwift as glides > 

The April rainbow, ftill the crov/d flie guides. J 

And nev/ aloft her wondering voice flic rais’d. 

And with a thoufand giowing tongues Ihe prais’d 

The bold difeoverers of ihe eafiiern world 

In gentle fvceils the lirterilng farges cur'fd, 

A.nd munrii:r’d to the ibioids of plaintive love 
Along the grottoes wiicrc the .Wereids rove. 

The .drowfy power on whofe fmooth eafy micsi 
'The fmiles of wonder and delight are feen, 

Whofo gloiiy iimperlng e^^e befpeaks her name^^ 
Credulity attends the goddefs Fame. 

Fired by the heroes praiie, the watery ^ gods, 

"With ardent 'peed fjriake their deep abodes ; 

VOL. zi. C c Their 


"zviitiry re,-' -To muitiop rh<’2®i&in the mafculinc penJer. 

.-.’.rii iri'.mociatciy to to ihern, 

O pcito fc‘in:nii, qi’.c IcvcinciiTe 
Miida propoiitos tornados.—- 

Ti'c cafe vith which the temnio hreaft changes its reiolulions, n:ay to the 
:>yr?: crit ic appear n pnrii. lu blc. 'i’lu- cxps'ciHon however is claiUcal, and 

the ft fore 
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Their mge by Tcisgcful Bacchus l ais’cl oflateo 
Now ftung remoriC; and love fucceccLs to hate. 

Ah, where remorfe m female bofcin blec^is, 

Tlie tendereft love in all its glow fucceeds. 

Yv'her* funcy glows, how ilrong, O love, thy power I 
Nor ilipt the eager god the happy hour 5 
Sv/ift fiy his arrows o’er the billowy main, 

With his hres, nor flies a Ihaft in vain : 

Tlujs, ero the face the lover’s breafl: infpires. 

The voice of fame awakes the foft defires. 

Y/hile from the bow-ftring ftart the fliafrs divine.^ 

His ivory moon’s wide horns inceflant join, 

Swift twinkling to the view 5 and wide he pours 
Omnipotent in love his arrowy fliowers, 

E^cn Thetis felf confefi: the tender fmart. 

And pour’d the murmurs of the wounded heart ; 

Soft o’er the billows pants the amorous 'iigli 5 
With wilhful languor melting on each eye 
The love-iick nymphs explore the tardy fliils 
That waft the heroes on the lingering gales- 

Give way, ye lofty billows, low fubfide, 

Smooth as the level plain, your fwelling pride, 

Eo, 

therefere V'iioii ufed :t, where -(^rxeas is con.iaitcd by Venus 

through the fiarnc5 of Trey ; 

Dcicenuo, ac ciucente dso, fiainmam inter et hoftes 
JExpedior 

3 his is in thv manner of the Greeh poets, who ule the word or god 0 ; 
i;odJer«;. 
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Loj Venus comes ! Oh^ (ok) ye furgesj fleep. 

Smooth be die boiom of rhe azure deep.^ 

Lo, VenriS comes ! and in lieriigoroiis irain 
She brings the liealhig balm of iove-:ieh pahi. 

Vf -iitc as her ivrans ’■% and ibately as they rear 
Their llio\vy creTLS wiien o’er tiie hiice they deer. 

Slow moving on, behold, the fleet appears. 

And o'er the diffcant biiim.v onward iceers. 

The beauteous Nereids ilufldJ in ali their charms 
Surround the goddefs of the fort alarms : 

Right to the ifle flic leads the ilidliog train, 

And all iier arts her balmy lips exp*.iin j, 

The fearful iau guoi' of the aiking eye, 

Tlie lovely blulh of ylcUing moJei'iy, 

The grie'dng look, the iigh, the favourhig irnlie^ 

And all the endcannents of t3ie opeii wile, 

Slie taught the nymphs in willing breads that heaved 

ao hear her tore, her lore tlie nymphs received. 


As now triumphant to their native fhore 
lliroiigh the whie deep thejovful navy bore, 
Earneft the pilot’s eyes ibught cape or bay, 

For long ■'.ras yet riic various watery wav ; 

C c a 


Souv.ht 


^ a dlllant fleet c:*.-niv->.rc:a lo Avails or. a iukc i, 

certainly an happy tno’-ight. Tlio Vluflon lo the pomp of V-jiiOo, uhols 
*if_cncy i‘j imnroJ’aloiy conccinv.J, II oefides a pct-u’Ur piopiicsy. 

'Fills fimile ho-icvcr is not In the Inul. ll h diloot^d from u'lioo-ri- 
moa happinoi: oi'Frnlhu.v; 

The prconaiit/^vf- on I-l jpLuno’s iuiface crorp, 
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Sought cape or iflc from whenc? tlicir boats hniv^ 

The liealthad bounty of the cryilai i pring : 

When fadcieiij all In nature’s pride array’d^ 

The illc of love its glowing breaft difplay’d. 

O’er the green bolbm of the dc’wy lawn 
Soft bLv/iIug flow’d the filver of the dawnj, 

The g^^iitle waves the glowing lufire fiiarej, 

Arabia's balm was fprinklcd o’er the air. 

Before 'Jie licet, to catch the heroes viev/. 

The floating ifle fair Acidalia drew : 

Soon as the floating verdure caught their fight. 

She fixt, unmov’d, the ifland of delight. 

So when in child-birth of her Jovc-fprung load,^ 

’File fylvan goddefs and the bowyer god. 

In friendly pity of Latoaa’s Vvoes y, 

Ami'i ihe waves the Delian ille aroic,. 

And 

^ (iv;. ' I'j i!'e :hui‘j%h‘ 'As the depaiturc of Guma 

Irom in.lat v:is ric». tl'.c prcfi«.Ov.*) ho puc into one of the beautifull 

oi AncacJiVti for iicih walcr. Whae he was here caroenin<> his 
Ihipi, IhvG Fuiia, a pwate na.'-.cd I'iinoja, attacked him wiih el^hr fn.all 
vtilcii, fo iirJied to'j^etlicr and cohered with boughs, tliat they foriicdL the 
appcaiviicc of a fioathig ifland. Tl'l\ Callera, ark>rdui {he iitVon of 
the fljating ifiatul of Venus, « Toe fidions of Camotns, mvs lio, AW 
« :-crvyi!^ f;, qu^Li rn^ to. Jc. aie the 

« mere marvch^i:?, b.cr.iV:; they arc ail fouiidvd :n idfloiy. h not dif- 
“ t!C'. It to flr.d WAY -“'ikes ijis iiland of Anchediva to wander on the 
vn-'ts : If is in a hr... on to a nr.^ular event related by Barro.s.” He th'^n 
proceeds to the dory of TInioja, as if the genius of Camoena flood in nce-.f. 
of fo wfuk an afllilarie:;. 

^ -f' J*:o>iu.j j^>iiy Lj s ’Latona, Li pregnancy by Jupiter, 

'vas peAcuteJ by Juno, uho lent the i^-rpent Pytlion in piirfuk of her. 

i'*j in pity of hei diflre.:*, reded the liiand of DlIos fur her refuge, 
A’.cie d e .'Ui. d./ilvLisd of Apollo and Dia:ia.--.0\'iD. Mi'.'K 
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And now led fmoothly o’er the farrow’d tide, 
Right to the Ifle of joy the vcSbls glide : 

The bay they enter, where on every hand, 
Around them clalps the ilower-enamell’d land ^ 

A fafe retreat, -where not a blaft may fliake 
Its iluttering pinions o’er the fi:iily lake. 

With purple /lielis, transfus’d as marble veins. 
The yellow fands celeftial Venus ftains. 

With graceful pride three hills of fofteft green 
Rear their fair bofoms o’er the fylvan feene j 
Their fides embroider’d boaft the rich array 
Of flowery flirubs in all the pride of May ; 

The purple lotos and the fno^vy thorn, 

And yellow pod-flowers every Hope adorn« 

From the green fummits of the leafy hills 
Defcend with murmuring lapfc three limpid rills ^ 
Beneath the rofe-trees loitering flow tliey glide, 
Now tumbles o’er fome rock their cryflal pride ; 
Sonorous now they roll adown the glade, 

Now plaintive tinkle in the fecret fliade. 

Now from the darkling grove, beneath the beam 
Of ruddy morn, like melted filver ilream. 

Edging the painted margins of the bowers. 

And breathing liquid freflinefs on the flowers. 
Here bright reflefted in the pool below 
The vermil apples tremble on the bough 5 
VsThere o’er the yellow fands the waters fleep, 

The primrofed banks, inverted, dew drops weep 
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Where murmurs tig oVr t\\c pebbles purls ihe ilrekim 
The fiiver trouts irs playrul curvings gleam. 

Ijong thus and var'cus every riv'lct ftra\'s, 

Till doling now iheii* long mean aring inaze^ 

Wjiere In a firiiling vale the nioiintaiiis ciicl, 

Forndd in a cryfiai lake the waters blend : 

Tringkl was the border with a woodland fliadc^ 

In every leaf cf various green array’d. 

Each yellow-ting’J, each mingling tint between 
The dark a/h-verdure and the dlvery green. 

The trees now bending forward flowly fliake 
Their lofiy honours o’er the cryftal lake; 

Now from the hood the graceful boughs retire 
“With coy referve, and now again admire 
Their various liveries by the fiimmer drefi, 
Smooih-gJoiVd and fofteneJ in the mirror’s breafi 
So by her girds the wiiiifui virgin ftays, 

And oft retiring heals the lingering gaze. 

A thoiifand boughs aloft to heaven difplay 
Their fragrant apples finning to the day ; 

The 


•* r. ryftu^ L.ir ihs -r/vriV/'f -Caficra al'O aUrlbutes this to 

bifloiy, ‘‘ The a^':uauy rV/im.I hi tul:, iflancl. fays he, a hiK piece 

“ of onanicnt". .1 v. iih hc‘.' n my^nillcent aqii^ibiJis ; an 'll:- 

ci-Jiit aiiJ :hperh "’.'rk, oi 'vhiii: "t-Loly kiicv ihe •iiithor.” 

Iz 1505 i)on Frarcifeo AlmL}da built a fori in iliis iJbnti. In (hoping 
riir.ong limie ancient he feund cnicirixci. of Mack arui led colours 
rVom v,h-;icc ihe Portngueie conjectiircth fays Cioiius, that the Anchecli- 
vkji iilunds had iii former ages been iiihajiicd by chiiltians^ Ykl, Oibr, 

7 
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The orange here perfumes the buxom -■ air. 

And boafls the golden line cf Daphne’s hair. 

Near to the ground each fpreading bough defeends. 
Beneath her yeiiow load the citron bends ; 

The fragrant lemon feents the cooly grov^a; 

Fair as -when ripening for the days ot love 
The virgin’s breafls the gentle fwell avow-, 
bo the twin fruitage hvell on every bough. 

Wild 


^ orange i!)< L :xQ,}i alr^ 

AnJ hortjls tie f^ohun hue of Duj'b.ij^s hAn - 
Frequent ali’afions to the fables ol Lhc undents form a charatlcririical fea- 
^lllc of the poctiy of the i6Ui and i;th ccuturU'S. A prufiifion of ic is pe- 
dantry, u inodtiate ufc ot it, however, in a poum of thde lini -S pit ufes, 
bcciiLUcit difcovcis the flakes of compoilt ion, and has in iifdt a fina c.Tcd, 
Hs it iiiLiiiiaiL'S iis fubjeit 'r/ piv fenting iJic dauical leader with fomc little 
iiandfeapes of that country through uhidi he lias tiaveilcd. liie defoip- 
tion of foielts is a favourite topic in poetry, Chaucer, '’i'ado, ami Spenfer, 
have been happy in it, but both have copied an admired paiia^c lu Statius? 

— -*-Cadit ardua fagus, 

Chaoniumqiia acinus, bmmaeque illrefa cupreiTus; 

Procumbunt piceu, dam mis aiimenta lupremis, 

Or:’jiquc, ilicescque trabes, mutuendaque fulco 
Taxu:, oc inianJos belli poluia cruores 
Fra:dmus, atqiie ficu non cjtpr.giialile lobur : 

Hinc uudux abies, & odoio vuincie pinus 
Sciiidirui, acdinaiit intonfa caeumira tv^rrsc 
Alnus arnica fretis, nee inhofpita vitibus ulmus, 

>.n ruiai dcTcriptions three things are uccefiary to render them poetical; 
the happinels of epithet, of pitturefque arrangement, and of little laud- 
fcape vhws. Without thefe, all the names of trees and dou ers, though 
flrung together in tolerable numbers, contain no more poetry thin a nur- 
f.rymaa ora donre’s catalogue. In Slatius, in Tallb and Sp^nfer’s admir- 
K,d loieus, (Gier. Luht. C. 3. St. 75, 76, and h\ Queen, L. 1. C. i. St. 
8, 9) the poetry coiifilts entirely in the happinels of the epithets. In 
Camcens, ail the three requifiecs are admiiably attained, and blended 
to;: ether. 
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Wiki fbrcfi: t/oc:: ihc ariMv'U 

Viith curling lo-lage raiu rcniaiitic fuiii- j : 
lici’Z fpreaJ'j ilic poplru-j to Ai’JJcs t.icar ^ 

And u*j'':’r to jiU'iCcoiiSj c\'cir vcr-^i.’r-.t 
The laurel joins tlie buwrrs /or ever green ^ 

The m vide, bowers belov’d of beauty’s ijrecn. 

To Jove ihe oak his wide fpread bi'anchcs rears ; 
And high to heaven tlii; fragrant ccdiir bears j 
Wlicrc tbroLigli tl;e giados appear the cavern’d rocks,, 
The lolly plnc-trce \7vLves her fable locks 5 
Sacred to Cybele the whilpering pine 
Loves the wild grottoes where the white cliffs fliinc j 
Here towers the c^rprefs, preacher to the wife, 
Lefs’ning from earth her fpiral honours rife. 

Till, as a fpcar-point rear’d, the topmoft fpray 
Points to the Eden of eternal day. 

Plere round her fodoring* cun the vine 

In fond embraces gives Iier arms to twine ; 

Txie numerous ciuuei’s pendant from the boughs, 

The green here here the purple glow’s ; 

Fur here the genial fcafons of tlic year 

Danc’d hand in hand, no place for winter here 5 ' 

His grifly vlfage from tlie Ihore expeli’d. 

United fway the imlliiig feafons held. 

Around the fvehug fL'uirs of deeDeniiig red, 

Their fiiowy hues the fragrant bioffoms ipread 4 
Between the burning buds of lucid green 
The apple’s ripe vermilion blulh is Teen ; 


For 
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For here each gift Pomona^s hand beftov/s 
In cultured garden, free, uncultured fiO'irs, 

The Havour fweetcr, and the hue more fair. 

Than e’er was fofter’d by the hand of care. 

The cherry here in iliining crimfen glows 5 
And ftain’d with lover’s blood, in pendant rows. 

The bending boughs the mulberries ^ o’crload 5 
The bending boughs carefs’d by zephyr nod. 

The generous peach, that ftrengthens in exile 
Far from his native earth, the Perhan foil, 

The velvet peach of fofteft glofiy blue 
Plangs by the pomgranate of orange hue, 

Whofe open heart a brighter red difplays 
Than that which fparklcs in the ruby’s blaze. 

Here, trembling with their tveight, the branches bear, 
Delicious as profufe, the tapering pear. 

For thee, fair fruit, the fongfters of the grove 
With hungry bills from bower to arbour rove. 

Ah, if ambitious thou wilt own the care 
To grace the feaft of heroes and the fair, 

Soft 

And ftaind nvlth lnDcr s hlooJ^ In pcndanl razes j 
‘The bending boi^ghs the mulberries overload ; 

Pyramus and Thifbe : 

Arborci foetus afperginc casdis in atram 
Vertuntnr faciem : madefaclaque languinc radix 
Puniceo tingit pendentia mora colore ..... 

At tu quo ramis arbor milcrabiie corpus 
Nunc tegis unius, mox es teflura dnorum ; 

Signa tenc coedis : puilofque et linHiibus aptos 

Semper habc foetus gemini moniiracnta cruoris. Ovjd. IMjzt. 
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Soft let rhe leaves grateful umbrage Iiide 
The grccn-lmg’d orange of thy mellow fide. 

A thoiiumd Rowers of gold, of white and red 
Far o’er the Iliadow)^’ c vale their carpets fprcaJ, 

OF fairer tapeirry, and of richer bloom, 

Than ever glow’d in Perda’s boafted loom : 

As glittering rainbows o’er the verdure thrown. 

O’er every woodland v/alk th’ embroidery flionc. 

Here o’er the ’ivatery mirrors lucid bed 
Narciluis, fclF-enamour’d, hangs the Iiead ; 

And here, bedew’d with love’s ceieftial tears. 

The wee-mar kt Rower of Rain Adonis ^ rears 
Its purple head, prophetic of the reign 
When loft Adonis fliall revive again. 

At 


e „ „ ^y.7/t'------Litcral from the 0 foffwrk rjulle^ 

-—which Fanliiaw howcv^cr has tranflated, ** the gloomy valley,” ani 
thus has given us a funereal, where the author intended a leltive iandfeape. 
it mufl: be coiii't-ilecl ho\iever, that the deiciiption of the iilaad of Venus, 
is iiifinitelv the bell: part of all fanfiia'v’s tranuation. And indeed the 
dulieil prole tiauihuL.n might oblcurc, bat could not poflibly throw a total 
ecliiiJe o-ver lb admiiablo an oiiginal. 

^he ‘ZL'OJ'/ziJr.J Jlt,zv,}' Crj }l,ii:t Ai^orzs — ’ziatcr^d iy ihe lears of The 

Aenemtme. “ This, lays Callera, is applicable to the celcliiai Venus, for 
according to mythology, her amour with Adonis had nothing In it im- 
“ pure, but was only tiie love which nature bcais to the lun.” I'lSe 
fables of antiquity have gv^nendiy a three-foid interpretation, an hiilorical 
aiiufion, a pin-hcal and a nietapJjy/ical aliegory. in the laLtci viev\’, the 
fable of A<I{>nis is only aiipllcabie to the celellial Venus. A divine youth 
ii> oulrageouily flain, but llia'l revhe ag.iin at the refloralion of tlte golden 
age. Scvctal uaiions, it !•> ueii known, under diiTerent names, c-iieb/alcu 
the my'fi:eiies, orthi. and ivfurrccJion of Adonis; among whom were 
the Druids, as \\c are told by Dr. Stukeiy. In tlic iarne manner 

Chip:;':, in the fable of Piyche, is inlerpreUd by mvthologilcs, to Tigniry 
tbe div'inc lov<; wei.inng o;er dw fh’g raey of human nature. 
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At firife appear the lav/ns and purpled i'kic?; 

Wliicli from each other firole the beaciteous : 

The lav/a ia all Aarora^'s latbrc glo\v?j> 

Aurora ftcats the biufnes of the roie,, 

The rofe difplays the blaflics that adeviL 
The ipollels virgla 021 the i:uptiai room. 

Zephyr aod Flora emulous conrplre 

'i’o breathe their graces o’er the ileld’s attire 5 

The one gives healthful frc&ncis^ one the iiue^ 

Fairer than e’er creative pencil drew. 

Pale as the love-ikk hopelcfs maid they dye 
The modefi: violet ; from the curious eye 
The modefc violet turns her gentle hcad^ 

And by the thorn weeps o’er her lowly bed. 

Bending beneath the tears of pearly dawn 
The fiiow white lily gutters o’er the lawn ; 

Lo, from the bough reclines the damaflv rofe. 

And o’er the lily’s milk-white bofona glows. 

Frefli 


* Ai Jlf'ift" opj-itur iht Lizufjs ami pn> filed ftts^ *wniehfroM earh other JIn'e the hau~ 
teoi/s dy^s . — On this p'.ifiaoc O.lKialias the loUowing fenlihle tuoiioji luroid 
note : “ This thought, fays he, is taken from the iJyliiumof Aufoniu's on 
** the rofe ; 

“ Ambigercs raperetne roGs aurora luborem, 

“ An daiet, & flores tingeret orta dies. 

“ Camoens who had a genius rich of itfclf, ftill farther enriched it at the c;> 
“ ptnee of the ancients. Behold what makes great authors ! thofc who 
“ pretend to give us nothing but the fruits of their own growth, foon iaii, 
like the little rivulets which dry up in the fummer ; very ditlcrcnt from 
“ the Goods, who receive in their courfe the tribute of an hundred and 
“ an hundred rivers, and which even in the dog-days cany their waves tn'- 
umpiiant to the o<'can.” 
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Frefli in the clew far o’er the painted dalcSj 
Each fragrant herb her fwceteft icent exhales. 

The hyacinth bewrays the dol:;fui 
And calls the tribute of Apollo’s figh ; 

Still on its bloom the mournful flower retains 
The lovely blue that cly’d the ftripllng’s veins* 

Pomona fired with rival envy views 
The glaring pride of Flora’s darling hues ; 

Where Flora bids the purple iris fpread. 

She hatigs the wilding’s bloflbm white and red ; 

Where wild thyme purples, where the daify fnows 
The curving ilopes,' the melon’s pride flie throws 5 
Where by the ftream the lily of the vale, 

Primrofe, and cowflip meek, perfume the gale, 

Beneath the lily and the cowflip’s bell 
The fcarlet ftrawberries luxurious fwelh 
Nor thefe alone the teeming Eden yields, 

Eacli harmlefs beftial crops the flowery fields j 
And birds of every note and every wing 
Their loves refponiivc through the branches fing : 

In 


'^"T/je hyacnith h’u'rays ihe dohfj Ai.— Hyacinth US, a youth beloved of 
Apollo, by whom iio wa^ accidentally ilain, and artcr\v’ards turned into a 
flower ; 


— Tyrioqiic iiiteiitior ollijo 

Flos oritur, formamquc capit, quam iiiia : fi non, 

Pin-pureus color huic, argenteus efllt in illis. 

Non Tatis hoc Phabo cfl: : is enim fuit audtor lionoiis. 

I])fe Tuos gemitus foliis inTcribit; Sc Ai, A I* 

Flos habet inTciiptum : funeftaque ilttcra ducla » Ci, O^no. Me 
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Tn fwcct vibrations thrilling o’er the ikies^ 

High pois’d in air, the lark his ivarbling tries ; 

The fwan ilow failing o’er tlve cyrhal lake 
T'jnes his melodious note ; from eveiy brak',- 
The glowing fernin the nightingale returns, 

Aiid in the bowers of love the turtle mourn:. 

Pleafed to behold his branching horns appear. 

O’er the bright fountain bends the fearlcfs Jeer 
The hare harts trembling from the bufliv ihade.. 

And fwiftly circling, crofTes oft the glade. 

Where from the rocks the bubbling founts difei-. 

The milk-white lambs come bleating down the hid 
The dappled heifer feeks the vales below, 

And from the thicket fprings the bounding coe., 

To his lov’d neft, on fondly fluttering wings. 

In chirping bill the little fongfter brings 

The food untafted ; tranfport thrills his breafl j 

’Tis nature’s touch ; ’tis inftincl’s heav’n-like feafl. 

Thus bower and lawn were deckt with Eden’s flowers. 
And long and joy imparadifed the bowers. 

And foon the fleet their ready anchors threw' r 
Lifted on the eager tip-toe at the view, 

On nimble feet that bounded to the fcraiul 
The fecond Argonauts g elance to land. 

Wide 

2 'The fecond Argonauts — '■ 'The cxpcuition of the ooUicn fleece was es- 
teemed in ancient poetry, one of the moO: dating aciveniures, the fiiceels 
of vdiich was accounted miracuh';?'^. Tlie ,dluho’r‘. of Camoens to this \oy- 
thoc^h ill the fphil of hh afe h> no mcuus improper. 
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Wide o"cr tlie beauteous iPe the lovely £iir 
Siray through the dldaiit glade.^, devoid of care. 

I' Vo in 

I'm- o'.’r th hr-'L^T!s [tic the /c:;’// now CvOnic \o the 
orniLmncd hy Voltaire a :5 ib iafcivzeii:,, that no nation in Iiuinpc, fV-rp' 
the Pertn and Italians, coukl bear it. Put the author of the d'jieiiablr 
poem m P.::sl\ SOihjrs^ talhs of the lllaiid of Venus niili tl'.at iaine irno’.v- 
Le(!p,e of his iubjeti with which he ma.l.: Oimocns, who wzis not then boru^ 
a c >mpaniion to Gama in tlie expedition which ^liieovciefl tlic mute to India, 
Tlio.i'di Voliiiiiv’s cavils, I tniir, are in pLiu-icJ fully arahei'ed in the pre- 
face, a paiticdlar examination of l!ie chartyc of indecency niiiy not be un- 
iiectfiary eie tlie reader enter upon the pallaoe iticlf. No ]jainLcr then, 
let it Le rcinernbcred, was ever blamed ft>r diawing the gracv's unveiled or 
nah(.i!. In feuipture, in painting, and poetry, it Is not nakednefs, it is the 
exp relilcn or manner only that oircnds decency. It is this which conlfci- 
ti 5 te» the di-Vvicncc betw'een a Venus de Medicis and the lafeivious paint- 
ings ill the apartniencs of a Tiberius. The (ale of Camoens has hitherto 
been very pcculizir. The mixuire of Pagan and chriflian mythology in his 
machinery has been anathcmatiled, and hU ifiund of love reprclcnted as a 
brothoi. Vet both accufations are the anogant sifTertions of the mod iu- 
peificial accraintance with his work*, a 6 L'.i)jZy^ t‘* hoed from critic to ciitic. 
His poem itielf, and a compaiiibii of its ]>iuis uiih the ilmiiar coiiduct of 
the 01- -tell modem poets, will clearly evince lliau in both infiaiiccs no 
modern epic ;.rttcr of note has given ids oirence to true ciiciciun. 

Not to -ncntioii .Vriolco, whole de/criptions will often admit of no paiii- 
atio/i, Tailo, S-.vuior, and Aiilton, have always been eltecmed as the 
c-nalhfl of poer;-, yet hi the delicacy of warm defcripLion, the inartibcial 
mocelly cl nazix't, none oi them can boafl the continued unifoimity of 
the Pe-rlugii^ie pOv:t. 'riiough cIktcU a warmth in the colouring of Ca- 
moens, woich even the genius ot ^I'alTo has not reached; <*n£i though the 
:il:md of Armiua is evidently copied from the I.uiiad, yec thofe who are 
poluiicd of the {sner feelings, will eaCiy difeover an efVnciai diference be- 
nvc>.n the iove-fccr.es of the t\oi poas, a dhll.encc grvat'y i.i i;>\uer ci 
t'-C j1-0«.Cv ci iCixj .wiriier. InL.».di tile nyniplis iji a ?. :'',tec'*wd 

Jia.vwd in the woeesanJ in thu Ih;--*.', tiud tii i.’jot to ca'iLivale, 

dili th.ir behavu/ur is that of the \h7;:ij, who ;; ; ipcee. 

d hey a<ft the part of oTencIrd modefi; ; evc.i a I s n ihey ; I- fi :i. w- 
i, and behave 111 every rcipcit like killt-on’s eve in liie .fi/.no- 
Cvi:.\', wlio 

\vh?t was honour knew — 

And ’’.ho dl'piayed 

Her 
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From lowly valley and from mountain grove 
Tiic lovely nympiis renew the drains of love. 

Here 

Hoi* ^’irtuc, and the confcieiicc of her worth j 
I’lial would be wooed, and not be won. 

To Turn up all, llie nuptial lan«£Uty di-aws its halioued cartains, and anrat- 
tcriy alleoory fiiuts up the lov'e-fccaes of Carnoens. 

Ho'.v ditiercnt from all this ' is the illaiiil of An:?lLi in Tai'io, audits 
tranilation, the bower of A^rufia^ in Spenicr 1 In thcfe virtue is ihiuced ; 
the <cene therefore is lei's delicate. The nymphs, while t'ucy are hathh.o, 
in place of the modefiiy of the* bride as in Camoens, employ all the arts o» 
the lafcivious wanton. They Hay not to be wooed ; buLj as Spcnccr 
gives it, 

Hhe amorous f'zvcst fpr/M to greedy eyes revcA. 

One ftaiizafrom onr Eu'dllh poet, which however is rather fuller than tLc 
original, lhali heic fulhc: : 

Withal ihe lauglxd and the blafliM vvitha!, 

That blulhiiio to her iau ,htor gave more grace. 

And laughter to Jicr blulhing, as did Chll. 

Now when they lpy*d the knight to Hack his pacCj 
Them to brhold, and Li hh JparUhi^ face 
7be fecrei Ji^/i t of Lhitlih:^ liiji at^pcar^ 

Their wanton mririnuiits tliey did incrcafc. 

And to him beekciiM to approach more near, 

/hid Jbeiv d him many fights ^ that co^irage cold could rear* 

This and other deferiotions. 

Upon a bed of rofes (he was laid 

As faint through heat, oi dight to picafant fm. — 

prefont every idea of lafcivious voluptuoufnefs. The allurements of fpccch 
are aifo added. Songs, wl licit breathe every perfuafive, are heard; and 
the nymphs boldly call to the beholder ; 

E* dolce campQ di hattaAia ll letto 

Fiavi-i e V herbetia 7ttorljida de prati.-^ Tasso, 

Our field of battle is the downy bed, 

Our flowery turf amid the fmiling mead.— Hoole. 


Thefe, 
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Here from the bowers thnt crmvii tlic plaintive i°ih 


The Iblcmii harp’s nieioLilous warbliiigs thrill 5 

Hero 


Tlieil', and tlnj whole leciu's in iLc uo'Tiaiiis of Annlda and Acrafia, ai-' 
in a tarn of roannci' iho icv-^r'c of the ifhind of Venus. Tl;oy are llio 
fcciics of guilt and rnmoric. in Cair.ocns, the liippolition of the purcli 
honour and innc-eouce gives a naniL Lis delicacy : and ihougli Llic colouinig 
be warm, yet tlic niodelly e*f the VeTUsdo Atedicis L frill prelervcd. In 
every thing he' dcfcrihcs tiierc u-* li’-il ibineihing fUongiy limiiar lo the mo- 
eleil attilude of the arms rf that cerebrated ifatuc, "i’hougii prudery, that 
lulul inafk. of the imputeft uiinds, ma/ condemn him, yet thefe of tiic 
moil chafte, llioiigli Icls gloomy turn, vuU allow, ihat in compurifon with 
others, ho might iiiy,*— p::cr!fque canto* 

Sjjenfer alfo, where he does not follow Tafib, is often grofs ; and even 
in fomc iiiftances, where tire exprefiion is more delicate, the piihire is ne- 
verthclefs indecently lafeivious. The thhdancl fourth of the 6vc conclud- 
ing ftanzas, which in his fecond edition he added to the third book of the. 
Taerie Queenc, afford a firiking example. The virgin Britomart^ the pat- 
tern of chaflity, Hands by, vvhik Sir Sa:da»:orc and dmord., 

■■ I. With f'veet counte;'\ ul.«o 
Each other of love's bitter fruit defpoile— » 

But this Ihail r.r-t liere be cited ; only. 

That Britomart* l'<aif envying their bid's, 

V,':.: much crr.p^iHc/n'd in her gentle fprite, 

Arc. Lo heiibif oic vilVd 111 e huppintfs; 

In vain lilt viuihi, that fate n’ould let her yet pollcis. 

Nor is even Spcnfci's wife of Alulbecco more indelicate than ibme iinc- 
of the P.uadliL Loil. I’hc reply of the angel to Adam’s defcriijtion of 
Ills nuptials, coiitans lirokcc iuLoleiably diiguflfui. And the firfi- 

efled of the lorklvld..n fruit oders a remarkabin contiafc to that delicacy 
of expieiuon w'tXh ado. i;:; the urH lowj, of AcKun and Eve. If there i' 
propriety hov.ev.i in tiiUs repn L-uting ihe amours of guilty iulOAicatlon, 
hy which flgn!C calls ir, lome oi th“ terms of eMpreiiio*} arc Ilili iu- 

defenfibly indelicate. In a word, jft> urijiuT: is the venture of VoUahe, a 
ccnfurc which i sver arefe item a coinparliba of Camotns with other poets, 
and fo IJl-giiSunJed is the cliarge r.giiiiiH him, that we cannot but admire 
his fiipeiioi delicacy; a delicacy not even inuUiTioocl in his age, wJicn the 

giolleii 
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Hc:*c tVoiii ibe iOiadou'S of tho upland grot 
The rneliow lute renew:, tlie iv/eiilng :iote« 

A:. h !r ;V::na and her virgin train 

rere’’':3 o’^-r the flowexy plaln^^ 

Li .ft ef f -k faen Tnj roe, 

^rheir i-''. ' '"i ■ :y.Ln i.nu >ra ■_ ;~'y to 

i.\0’ ' c i/i-.! 5, uc ..‘..1^ 

(So ihe ^odJets of uu’jt^er’d >} 

Anct *h:\T;i:»h tlio uxftuOi: planc^ aifpiav 

EaTi Ihnbj e.ch n^o'.'^irer.L nahea a? the day- 
Some light \\ hh glee hi careivdh freedom take 
Their p!''y:'.»l ro'vcis hi the cryftai lake j 
One trembiing ftr.aJs no deeper than the knee 
To piling! reluctant, while in Iportful glee 
Another o’er her fudueu laves the tide i 
In pearly drops the wiflifiil waters glide, 

Reluilant dropping from her breads of fnow 5 
Beneath the wave another foems to glow j 
The amorous waves , her bolbin fondly kifskl, 

And role and fell, as panting, on her bread. 

VOL. II. J) d Another 


^roircll imagery often found a phcc in the pulpits of the rnoft pious di- 
vines ; when in the old liturgy itfelf it was eftcemed no indelicacy of ex- 
prefQon to enjoin the wife £0 l>d huxom in Led and at board. We know what 
liberties were taken by the politeft writers of the Augullan age ; and fuch 
is the change of manners, that Shakefpeare and Spenfer might with jufticc 
appeal from the judgment of che prelcnt, when it condemns them fer in- 
decency. Camoens, however, may appeal to the mod polidicJ age ; let 
him be heard for himfclf, let him be compared with others of the firfl: 
Tiame. and his warmed dcfciiptions need not dread the dedfioux 
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Another fwims along with graceful pride^ 

Her lilver arms the gliftening waves dividej> 

Her Alining fidcs the fondling waters lave. 

Her glowing cheeks are brighten’d by the wave. 

Her hair, of mildeft yellow, flows from fide 
To fide, as o’er it plays the wanton tide j 
And carelefs as £he turns, her thighs of fnow 
Their tapering rounds in deeper luftre fhewo 

Some gallant Lufians fought the v/oodland prey^, 

And through the thickets forced the pathlefi way 5 
And fome in fliades imperaous to the beam, 

Supinely liften’d to the murmuring ftream: 

When hidden through the boughs the various dyes 
Of pink, of fcarlet, and of azure rife. 

Swift from the verdant banks the loiterers Ipring, 

Down drops the arrow from the half drawn firing :: 

Soon tliey behold ’twas not the rofe’s hue, 

The jonquil’s yellow, nor the panfie’s blue : 

Dazzling the fliades the nymphs appear — the zone 
And flowing fcarf in gold and azure Ihone. 

Naked as Venus fiood in Ida’s bower, 

Some truft the dazzling charms of native power 5 
Through the green boughs and darkling fliades they fhew 
The fhining lufire of their native ihow. 

And every tapering, every rounded fwell 
Of thigh, of bofom, as they glide, reveaL 

As 
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As viflons cioatVd in dazzling white they rife. 

Then fteal unnoted from the flurried eyes : 

Again apparent, and again withdrawn. 

They fhine and wanton o’er the fmiling lawn. 

Amazed and loft in rapture of furprize, 

All joy, my friends, the brave Veloso cries, 

Whate’er of goddefies old fable told. 

Or poet fung of facred groves, behold; 

Sacred to goddefies divinely bright 

Thefe beauteous forefts own their guardian mights 

From eyes profane, from every age conceal’d. 

To us, behold, all paradife reveal’d ! 

Swift let us try if phantoms of the air. 

Or living charms appear, divinely fair ! 

Swift at the word the gallant Lufians bound. 

Their rapid footfteps fcarcely touch the ground ; 

Through copfe, through brake, impatient of their prey. 
Swift as the wounded deer they fpring away : 

Fleet through the winding fhades in rapid flight 
The nymphs as wing’d with terror fly their fight. 

Fleet though they fled the mild reverted eye. 

And dimpling fmile their feeming fear deny. 

Fleet through the fiiades in parted route they glide : 

If winding path the chofen pairs divide. 

Another path by fweet miftake betrays. 

And throws tlie lover on the lover’s gaze : 

If dark-brow’d bower conceal the lovely fair. 

The laugh, the fhriek, c'onfefs the charmer there. 

D d 2 Luxurious 
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Luxurious Iierc tlic wanfc^ui sicphyrs coy^ 

And e\'ery fondling favouring art employn 
Fleet as the fair ones fpeeu, the buly gale 
111 wanton frciic lifts the trembling veil 5 
While through tlie veil, in fairer brighter glow 
The lifted robe difplays the living fnow: 

Quick fluttering on the gale the robe conceals^ 

Then inftant to the glance each charm reveals^ 

Reveals, and covers from the eyes on fire, 

Reveals, and with the Qiade inflames defire* 

One, as her breathlefs lover haftens on, 

W ith wily ftumble fudden lies overthrown j 
ConfusM, Ihe rifes with a blufliing fmile ^ 

The lover falls the captive of her guile : 

Tript by the fair he tumbles on the mead. 

The joyful vlfcim of his eager fpeed. 

Afar, where fport the wantons in the lake. 

Another band of gallant youths betake 5 
The laugh, the Ihrick, the revel and the toy, 

Befpeak the innocence of youihfui joy : 

The laugh, the fiiriek, the gallant Luuans hear. 

As tJirough the x^refl* glades they chace the deer r. 

For arm’d to chacc the bounding roe they came. 

Unhop’d the tranfoort of a nobler game. 

The naked wantons, as the youths appear, 

SlirCi through the woods refound the ihriek of fear. 

Some 
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Some Feign, fiich tei ror oF rhc forced enibraccj 
Their virgin nj( de:h thi'j j.'lucc^ 

Noked they to Jan-J aiid iher-j \vv7ij 

To deei>eil: iliades unpierc’d by glariiig day. 

Thus yielding ‘-y to the amorons eyes 
Wiiat to the amorous arms tiieir lear denies.. 
Some well aiiume Diana’s virgin •Tlianiej, 

When on her naked fporis the hunter ' came 

Unwelcome pluiiguig in the cryilal tide, 

In vain they ftrive their beauteous limbs to hide j 
The lucid waves, kwas all they could, bellow 
A milder luflre and a fofter glovt^ 

As loft in earneft care of future ^leed, 

Some to the banks to fnatcb tbelr niaafcles fpeed;, 
Cf prefent view regard lelo , every wile 
Was yet, and every net of amorous guile. 
Whatever the terror of the ielgii d a’ inn, 
Difplay^d, in various force, was every c.^arin* 
Nor idle ftood the gallant youth ^ the wing 
Of rapture lifts them, to the fair they fpring ; 
Some to the copfe purfue their lovely prey j 
Some cloath’d and fhod, impatient of delay. 
Impatient of the ftings of fierce deftre, , 

Plunge headlong in the tide to quench their fire. 
So when the fowler to his cheek uprears 
The hollow fteel, and on the mallard bears, 


^ The hunte) 


•Adteon. 
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His eager dog, ere burfts the flafhing roar. 

Fierce for* the prey Iprings headlong from the fliore, 

And barking cuts the wave with furious joy : 

So mid the billow fprings each eager boy, 

Springs to the nymph whofe eyes from all the reft 
By fingling him her fecret wifh confeft. 

A fon of Mars wzs there, of generous racc^ 

His every elegance of manly grace ; 

Amorous and brave, the bloom of April youth 
Glow’d on his cheek, his eye fpoke fimpleft truth 5 
Yet love, capricious to th^ accomplifli’d boy. 

Had ever turn’d to gall each promis’d joy. 

Had ever fpurn’d his vows j yet ftill his heart 
Would hope, and nourHh ftill the tender fmart : 

The pureft delicacy fanned his fires, 

And proudeft honour nursed his fond defires 0 
Not on the firft that fair before him glow’d, 

Not on the firft the youth his love beftow’do 
In all her charms the fair Ephyre came. 

And Leonardo’s heart was all on flame- 
Affeftion’s melting tranfport o^er him ftole, ' 

And love’s all generous glow intranced his foul j 
Of feififh joy unconfcious, every thought 
On fweet delirium’s ocean ftreamed afloat. 

Pattern of beauty did Ephyre ihine. 

Nor lefs Ihe wifh’d thefe beauties to refign : 


More 
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More than her fitters long’d her heart to yield, 

Yet fwifter fled flie o’er the fmiiing fieldc 
The youth now panting with the hopclefs chace. 

Oh turn, he cries, Oh turn thy angel face ; 

Falfe to themfeives can charms like rheie conceal 
The hateful rigour of relentlefs fteel ; 

And did the ttream deceh^e me when I ttood 
Amid my peers refie£i:ed in the flood ? 

The eafieft port and faireft bloom I bore- 

Falfe was the ttream 'while I in vain deplore, 

My peers are happy ; lo, in every fliade. 

In every bower, their love with love repaid ! 

I, I alone through brakes, through thorns purfue 

A cruel fair Ah, ftili my fate proves true, 

True to its rigour who, fair nymph, to thee 

Reveal’d, ’twas I that fued I unhappy me ! 

Born to be Ipurn’d though honefty inlpire 

Alas, I faint, my languid finews tire ; 

Oh ftay thee powerlefs to futtain their weight 

My knees fink down, I fink beneath my fate ! 

He fpoke ; a rattling urges through the trees, 
Inftant new vigour firings his aftive knees. 

Wildly he glares around, and raging cries. 

And mutt another fnatch my lovely prize 1 
In favage grafp thy beauteous limbs conftrain ! 
i feel, I madden while I feel the pain ! 

Oh loft, thou fiyeft the fafety of ray arms, 

My hand fhall guard thee, foftly feize thy charms, 
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Ko brufVi /age inQainjs nie, yer I b'jra! 

Die fliali thy ravifher — *--Oh goddeH., ciinij 
And Hailing view the error of my fear ^ 

No briiiijd force, no raviihcr is near; 

A harmlefs roebuck gave fhe ruftling fbm:.:.'; 5 
Lo, from clie tliickei ixvift as thee he uouatls * 

Ahj vain the hope to tire thcr. in the chace ! 

I faint, yet lieai'a yet ^ern diy lovely face. 

Vain are thy fears 5 ivcrc even thy will to yield 
The harveft of my hope, that harveh: field 
My fate would guard, and walls of brafs would real" 
Between my fickle and the golden ear. 

Yet fly me not 5 fo may thy youthful prime 
Ne’er fly thy cheek on the grey wing of time. 

Yet hear, the laft my panting breath can fay, 

Nor proudeft kings, nor mightiell: iiofls can Iway 
Fate’s dread decrees ; yet thou, O nymph divine. 

Yet thou canfl: more, yet thou canft concrjcr mine, 
Unmoved each other yieivhng nymph I fee j 
Joy to their Io\ ers, for tliey touch not thee 1 

Blit thee Oh, every tranfport of defire. 

That rnelts 10 mingle with its kindred fire. 

For thee refpires alone I feel for thee 

The dear v/ild rage of longing extacy ; 

By all the flames of Sympathy divine 
To thee united, thou by right art mine. 

From thee, from thee the hallowed tranfport flown 
That fevered rages, and for union glows 5 

Heaven 
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Heaven O’TOs tae c:a .n — : ^^'a al.i 
Yes^ 1 br;vM rr.f ib-: ui^ 

Gi ew d‘rn: '.vcu iicx- I ve.n'j i-:;::! Aj'dy tread 


r.^^litiiing gbrv ; 


Oil .'uges be ^T. .li'jv on tiic iiowery bed! 
i fj.jj 1 ic'. tnec : efab,* ^ to liis an'aSj 
Any- Mnkb-ig on bds D-iilar.j all ihy clinrms 
To n::n in an eager klis^ 

Ad I impiored, Uic whelming tide of blifs 1 
Aixti fliall I fee him riot on thy charmSi, 

Dilfolved in joy exalting in thine arms 

Oh barft, ye lightnings, round niy clcriia’cl heau^ 

Oh pour your hafl^cs Hadriiug as he faid. 

Amid the wind ngs of the bowery wood 

His trembling footfteps ftill the nymph ^ purfued. 

W OOCu 


^ If is irenifiUn^ fooijieps Jllll the n^wiph ^nrjued,^'--^ I tX the e^id cf his Ho- 
rner hir. I . c has given an indtx of the iiiftances of hnitauve and llnti- 
rncntul 1: eay couadned in his tranllations. Ke has uhb often in his 

■notes poi‘i' CO c-ut the adaption lound to fenfe. The trandacor or the 
JLuliad hoj:;- oe may ‘oronceu*.y, that he has not been inattentive to this 
grroat efentiat oi good verification; how he has fucceeded the judicioiis 
only mult dcLK'.mine. 'The ipeech of Leonaid to the cuifory reader may 
perhaps i'omttimes appear carelefs, and fometimeb turgid and flid’. That 
ipeech, however, is an attempt at the imitative and ientimcntal harmony, 
and with the jiidicions he refls its fate. As the tranfiation in this, aD dance 
exceeds the original in length, the objection of a fo: eigr. cdlic requii cs atten- 
tion. An old purfy Abbe, (and critics arc apt to judge by themielves) 
may indeed be furprized that a man out of breath with running Oionld be 
able to talk lb long. But bad he confulted the experience of others, he 
would have found it was no v.onderful matter for a ftout and yoi-ng Cava- 
lier to talk twice as much, though fatigued with the chafe of a couple of 
miles, provided ths fujspofition is allowed, that he treads on the Uft ileps 
of his fiying miftrefs. 
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Wooed to tlie flight flie wing’d her fpced to hear 
His amorous accents melting on her car. 

And now ftie turns the wild walk’s ferpent maze j 
A rofeate bower its velvet couch difplays 5 
The thickefl: mofs its fofteft verdure fpreadj 
Crocus and mingling panfie fring’d the bed, 

The woodbine dropt its honey from above. 

And various rofes crown’d the fweet alcove. 

Here as flie hafeens, on the hopelefs boy 
She turns her face ail bathed in fmiles of joy ; 

Then, finking down*, her eyes, fufficed with love 
Glowing on his, one moment loft reprove. 

Here was no rival, all he wifh’d his own ; 

Lock’d In her arms foft finks the ftripling down-' — 

Ah, what foft murmurs panting through the bowers 
Sigh’d to the raptures of the paramours ; 

The wifliful figh and melting fmiie confpire. 

Devouring kifies fan the fiercer fire 5 
Sv/cet violence with deareft grace afiails. 

Soft o’er tht purpofed frown the fmiie prevails; 

The purpofed frown betrays its own deceit, 

In weli-pleas’d laughter ends the rifing threat ; 

The coy delay glides off in yielding love, 

And tranfport murmurs through the facred grove. 

The joy of pleafing adds its facred zeft, 

And all is love, embracing and embraced. 


The 
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Tbe golden morn beheld the fcencs of joy 5 
Nor, fultry noon, mayft thou die bowers annoy ; 
The fultry noon-beam flrines the lover’s aid. 

And fends him glov/Ing to the fecret ihade- 
O’er every ihade and every nuptial bower 
The love-iick ftrain the virgin turtles pour ; 

For nuptial faith and holy rites combin’d. 

The Lufian heroes and the nymps conjoin’d. 

With flowery wreaths, and laurel chaplets, bound 
With ducliie gold, the nymphs the heroes crown’d ; 
By every fpoufal holy ritual tyed. 

No chance they vow fliall e’er their hands divide;, 

In life, in death, attendant as their fame j 
Such was the oath of ocean’s fovereign dame : 

The dame (from heaven and holy Vefla fprung. 
For ever beauteous and for ever young,) 

Enraptured views the chief whofe deathlefs name 
The wondering world and conquer’d feas proclaimc 
With ftately pomp fhe holds the hero’s hand. 

And gives her empire to his dread command. 

By fpoufal ties confirm’d 5 nor paft untold 
What fate’s unalter’d page had will’d of old : 

The world’s valt globe in radiant fphere fhe fhew’d. 
The fhores immenfe, and feas unknown, unplow’d 
The feas, the fhores, due to the Lufian keel 
And Lufian fword, flie haftens to reveal. 

The glorious leader by the hand fhe takes. 

And, dim below, the floAvery bowers forfakes- 
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High on a mountain's fiany iiop divine 
Her palace wails of living cryflai fliine ; 

Of gold and crylhii blaze the iofy towers : 

Here b:*ihc<i in joy tlicy pafs the billsfal hours : 
Inguiph’d in on liaes of joy., the day 
Oil downy praions glides unknown away. 

'While thus the ibvereigas in the palace reigtij 
Like trampocL riois oVr the humbler r)lpJnj 
Wiicre each in generous triumph ukr his peers 
His icvciy b;:Je to every bride prefers. 

KcncCj yc ^ profane thefong melodious rofc, 

By mildeft aephyrs wafted tlirouga the boughs, 

Unfeen the warblers of the holy ftrain 

Far from thefe facred bowers, ye lewd profane ! 

Hence each unhallowed eye, each vulgar car j 

<> 

Cbafi:e and divine are all the raptures here. 

The nymphs of ocean, and the ocean’s queen, 

The ifle angelic, every raptured feene, 

The cliarms of honour and its meed confefs, 

Thefe are the raptures, thefe the wedded blifs j 
The glorious triumph and the laurel crown. 

The ever blofibm’d palms of fair renown, 

By 


^ Ht'fice, yc prfif^iTis have already obterved, that in every other 

poet the love-iccnes are generally deferibed as thoie of guilt and remorte. 
i he eontiary character of ihofc of Camoens, not onl)' gives them a delicacy 
iinkno'.vn to otner moderns; but bj’" the fiction of the ipouiai rites, the al- 
legory anci machinery of the poem are moA happily condu<Aed, See the 
Zritiodiicliof!, 
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By time ii;"vr;tacr'-3 ?ir.A ^lurniiAit to cloy : 

Thefe ere the trciiiioei*.':. of tuc ifici of iey. 

Such was Oirrr.pus and the hri^;ut ahedes 
Renown was heaven^ and heroes '/.“.rj the goch 
Thus aiiciei.t limes, to ‘vircuc ever i'?rr« 

To arts and valosir rear'd the ^vorililpn'd bnft. 

High, ftcep and rugged, painful to be trod, 

With toils on toils immenfe is virtue’s read r, 

But fmooth at laft the walks uiiibrageous ilniles 
Smooth as our lawms, and choerfal as our ifle. 

Up the rough road Alcidcs, i-Icrmes, ftrove. 

All men like you, Apollo, Mars, and Jove 
Like you to biefs mankind Minerva toilM 5 
Diana bound the tyrants of the wild j 
O’er the wafte defert Bacchus fpreau the vine j 
And Ceres taught the harveft field to fliine. 

Fame rear’d her trumpet ; to the bleft abodes 
She raifed, and hail’d them gods and Iprung of gods. 

The love of fame, by heaven’s own hand impreft. 

The firft and noblefl palfion of the bread:, 

May yet miflead Oh guard, ye hero train, 

No harlot robes of honours falfe and vain, 

No tinfel yours, be yours all native gold, 

Well-earn’d each honour, each rcfpefl: you hold : 

To your loved king return a guardian band. 

Return the guardians of your native land j 
To tyrant power be dreadful; from the jaws 
Of fierce oppreflion guard the peallnt’s caufe. 


If 
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If youthful fury pant for fliinlng arms. 

Spread o’er the Eafiiern world the dread alarms ; 
There bends the Saracen the hofcile bow. 

The Saracen thy faith, thy nation's foe j 
There from his cruel gripe tear empire’s reins. 
And break his tyrant feeptre o’er his chains. 

On adamantine pillars thus flaall ftand 
The throne, the glory of your native land. 

And Lufian heroes, an immortal line, 

Shall ever with ns iharc our ife divine* 


DISSERTATION 



DISSERTATION 


ON THE FICTION OF THE 


ISLAND OF VENUS. 


ROM the earlieft ages, and in the mofl: diftant nations, 
•palaces, forefts and gardens, have been the favourite themes of 
poets. And though, as in Homer’s ifland of Rhadamanthus, 
the defeription is fometimes only curfory ; at other times they 
have laviftxed all their powers, and have vied v/ith each other in 
adorning their edifices and iandfeapes. The gardens of Alci- 
nous in the Odyfley, and the Elyfium in the JEneid, have ex- 
cited the ambition of many imitators. Many inliances of thefe 
occur in the later writers. Thefe fubjeds, however, it muft be 
owned, are fo natural to the genius of poetry, that it is fcarce- 
ly fair to attribute to an imitation of the daffies, the innumer- 
able deferiptions of this kind, which abound in the old roman- 
ces. In thefe, under different allegorical names, every paffion, 
every virtue and vice, had its palace, its inchanted bower, or 


its 


its c!:c')'y rr. 'I'll'.: iictijns Oi iiic -\iMbi w^vc u\.'aOp‘\-‘d ly 
the 'i‘;ob iis ;v.d Uric Gothic lomanccrs.-, Anioa^ the ua« 
liaas, oii lA rc^iv^iii of I-LUrs, Pukij idoyarvio, v.rJ otiicvsy 
Lorrow' jd xrom t::c Trobadoiirs ; Auo:>a borrov-'ed iron’’ PuicI 
and his Allcwcvs ; and Speafer has copied Avioico and TalTo. 
In tl c hxih and fcvcndi books of the Crhindo Fiiriofoy there is 
a fine deferipdon cf the ifland and palace of A Lina ex \ Ice ; 
and in the tc::ih bad;, but inferior to the other in -.i'-v-Llcai co- 
louring, iiiive a viev/ Cx^ .he countr} of Lu^’ldiila or Vir- 
tue. The pruTi'^e, of this Lind, howc'/ei, wlicre ^"'.riode nas 
dif layed ihc rich^d poetical pabJn^j is in the X":“iv b r'h, in 
the def rirf on of Pair.diic, whither he feui^ Adsd:)':o I'le En- 
glidi dwike, LO rfl: the aid of Si. JVni la -r the v/itc of 
Orlando. The vlule is r'-dl adndraldy fvvc'fuL Aiceljiho 
rnour’s t'-.e cl., - is Cui the winded iiorfc, fees Paradife, and, ac* 
coir.puivkd I*, de \iri--s tlic moon ; the defeription 

of wlii'-h 0: 3 is ah'-ioE i;:e:dlly tranilj.tcd in Tkliltoids L;n:bo„ 
Lut die V 'dch iray be ibid to bear the aearcil: rciem- 

blance to t/.e ■klcdyu^e part of the iHand of Venus, is the 
lardfcLpc of Arac'h'., ot \»lucji tne ingenious Mr. Kuolc, to 
tvhoie meny ai-k xricndihip I am proiid to acknovdiedge my- 
fEf ind.Aicu, h :'3 or' ced me with his tranilation, though on 
ten Lcolis of his xVii' j are yet 2 >ubllflicd. 

O'er the glr.. earth the i'^afba pours 

The ve:n:.i :;jauiics of *i thcijjhnd Howers 
In varyki tints : ^''cre ihcw’d the rubj-’s hue. 

The ycilc'.v J-f.pez, and the lapphire blue. 

'i'iie mead :.r^" cars one intcrniingictl blaze 

Where pearls and diamonds dart tlicir trenibiiiig rays. 

Not cmendd here To bright a verdure yields 
As the fair turf of tiioic celcAiai hekh. 
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‘?’hc I'loiic Mi'Us, / v il 

A'n';'.? viie ho:»L'bs tr.clr r.i ’"..•i; .liO'i'; ‘ir ^ : 

rSuii 0!. aiui iTcr ll'.-ce.as, '-.i.l- : (k'a. , 

,. j , t'. I'Oi- a.nij .1’ -j; . '* s 

vv’ich v.b.!, -or ■' i 'n- r.-jj.l. 

inKiLv-'cr t-'ic liulc.-, lLj i-'ar. .., I'.ii ..iei-iH ’ 'n \ it,.'-; 

■Of gratefni icc,»-L, tiu . -A: j v. .■ jr 

The hicnclcd to ibeJ lii’ i.riAio.lal A;::* .. 
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Amid the plain a paLce daiilhij; hA’^h:, 

Like iiviiig fiamo eioits a llrcaA.v V. <hi . 

Anil wrapt in fplondjr i f rc.'jjgtTir v!.*'.' 

Outihiiies the fcei'giuoi c.esy *r.r:a; : y 

Adoipho ^erdv d- c£^^ ill^ ipoc.i 
To uh^TO the ihaclous pile cniokL-. tho n.t .id 
hi ciiT'iic '.\ 'Jr, aiiil i le \ ^ n * • , . pn j \ v •. 

Each nanirlcfs eiair.n dia: iir *v nni d:y 
With this compar'd he de.m.. the world Lv-lnv 
A dreary chTart anti a leat of woe, 

By heaven and natmc, in their wrath bcflow’d, - 
In evil hour for man’s unhled: abode. 

Near and mere near the ilitvly vvalL he drew, 

In lledfall ga^o trail f‘po”t.*d at the view : 

They feein’d one gt-in entire, cf purer red 
Thun d'---penii^g i,' nms "r-’ u parent lubicj ihecl. 

S'lip'.”'! Jons v.oih ! by art D-'i'-l.ilkn 
Tran-'c. r ‘iog/tl’, l-y h v,'ile roor-al'. p/ais’d ; 

iiiou he. ‘lit •.b’rii let hor.'iing ton*., y><rhii'n 
Thoil- wojid.^ri of tho ivoil.l, chronicled h / fume ■ 

Caniocns read and admired A<-ioiio ; but it by no means ibi- 
iows that he borrowed the hint of his iilaiid of Venus from that 
poet. The luxury of fiowery defeription is as cemmon in pu- 
etry as are the tales of lore. The heroes of Ariotio meet beau- 
tiful women in the j^alace of Alcina : 


voi-. 11. 


Bcrbr. 
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Bt'forc llie Lhrcib-'*L1 waiil'jn .lamfcls vvaii , 

Or Tport het.ui cn tli*.- j/b. rs ''J" the gate : 
l!iit licauty more ha<l biigiiicn’d in their face 
i'lail modefly attonipcrM every grace ; 
hi veilurcs green each datnfel fwept tlic groiin«l, 
Tlieir temples fair viith leafy garhiiuls crown’d. 

Thcfc, with a courteous wricome, led the knight 
To ihi.-j fweet pantdile of loft delight .... 

En 1 n ion rd youths and tender damfels feem 
To cliant their loves befide a pulling dream. 

Some by a branching tree or mountain’s Aiade 
Tn fpoi and dances prufs the downy glade, 

While one difclofes to his friend, apart, 

The fecret tranfporls of his amorous heart. B. VI, 


But thefe deferiptions alfo, which bring the heroes of knigh.-. 
errantry into the way of beautiful wantons, are as common in 
the old romances as the ufe of the alphabet 5 and indeed the 
greateft part of thefe love adventures are evidently borrowed 
from the fable of Circe* Aftolpho, who was transformed into, 
a myrtle by Alciiia, thus informs Rogcro 5 

Her former lovers ihe efleem'd no more. 

For manly lovers die poflefs’d before ; 

I was her joy-— 

Too late, alas, I found her wavering mind 
In love inconllant as the changing wind ! 

Scarce had I held two inonths the fairy’s grace. 

When a new youth was taken to my place : 

Rejected then I join’d the baiiifli’d lierd 
'I'hat loft her love, as others were preferr'd . . , 

Some here, fbme there, her potent charms retain. 

In diverfe forms imprifonM to remain ; 

In beeches, olives, palms, and cedais clos’d. 

Or fuch as me you here behold expos’d ; 

In fountains feme, and Ibmc in boafts confin’d. 

As luits the way vvard fairy’s cruel mind, Hoole, Ar. B. VI, 


When 
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When incidents, charailer and '- 0 "-Juxr: confefs the refein- 
biance, we nuy with coitainiy pionoiinoe From Vvlicricc the copy 
Is taken. Where only a fimiiar o: paiTicn or defciiption 

occurs, it belongs alone lo luc* a;TOgr,nce cF dalncfs, to tell usi 
on v/hat palTagc the poet had h>s e-'c. Eve’ y great poet ins 
oecn perFjcutcd in ihle r.nnner ; bllltor ’n partioiilar. iliS 
ccpimcniators hr.ve ncl left hun a 'wer of kis own growtl], 
Yet like t:ic creed of the Athlcic, their F^^ltem is invohed in 
the deepefe abfurdity. It is caA to fappoie, that men of poe- 
tical feelings, in dclcrlbiag the fame tliing, fliould give us the 
fame picSIure. But that the Airadife Loir-, which Forms one 
animated whole of the nobleic p'^ctry, is a umre cento, compiled 
from innumerable authors, ancient and medo; is a flippolition 
which gives Milton a cafe of talents inf.nltely more excraordi- 
nary and inexplicable, tha.n the grcatelr poetical genius. When 
Gafper P(5?^/2 painted clouds and trees in his landicapes, he did 
not borrow the green and the blue, of the leaf and the iky, rrom 
Claude Lorraln* Neither did Camdens, when he painted his 
illand of Venus, fpend the half of his life in collecting his co- 
lours from ail his predecesTors, who had dcrcribed the beauties 
of the vernal year or the fbages of pailion. Camdens knew liow 
others had painted the flowery bowel s of love ; thefc forme J 
his tafte and corrected liis V'^dgnient. lie v:cv/cd the beauties 
of nature with poetical eyes, from tiicnce he drew his ia.ik- 
fcapes ; he had felt all the allurements of love, and from ihc.ic-- 
he deferibes the agitations of that ])aiTion. 

Nor is the defeription of fairy bowers and, pah^ecs, thougli 
mofl: favourite topics, peculiar to the-roniances of chivalry. The 

E c e 


poetry 



poetry of the Orientuls alfo abounds with liicnis yet with Jbinc 
charailcridicai difTercnces. Like the conftitutions and drefs of 
the Afiatics, the landfcapes of the eailern mufe are warm and 
feeble, brilliant and flight, and, like the manners of the peo- 
ple, wear an eternal lamencfs. The wefbern mufe, on the con- 
trary, is nervous as her heroes, Ibmetimcs flowery as her Ita- 
lian or Englifh fields, fometimes majeflically great as her Ru- 
nic forefts of oak and pine ; and always various as the charac- 
ter of her inhabitants. Yet with all thefe difTcrencos of fea- 
ture, fcvcral Oriental fidions greatly refembie the ifland of 
Circe and the flowery dominions of Alcina. In particular, the 
adventures of prince or tlie third calander, in the Ara^ 

h'tan Tales^ afford a ftriking likenefs of painting and cataftrophe. 

If Ariofto however feeem to refembie any eaftern lidion, 
the ifland of Venus in Camoens bears a more ftriking refem- 
blance to a pafTage in Chaucer. The fcdilowing beautiful piece 
of poetical painting occurs in the afiembly of the Tpwles : 

The biidir oak, and ckc the hardie aCio, 

The piliir elmc, the co.fir unto caraine, 

I'he };oxc pipe Ire, the hoinic to whippis laslhe, 

The failing flrre, the cynics doth to piaiiic, 

The Ihortir ewe, tha aibe for faaftis phiine. 

The (dive of pecc, and ckc dv dronkiii vine. 

The vid'tor palmc, tlea laiirir to.ulvine. 

A girdcin iawc i tiili of obibincd bovds, 

Upon a ru'Ci, in a grcnc nieJe 
Tiicrc as f.vc'.iaeis cvirmorc in.u’gh is, 

V/ith i-iutnis uidte, a<ui nievve, y,,hM.vc, -nid iitie, 

And aside and elerc we».oda*mis, ivdiilng dtde, 

I'nat luoininin I’uU of fnale ftllics !i:>hf:, 

^vitn inir.b aud ijivcr bright. 
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On every bniioh the bird’s hi’rd I Tyi'g 
With vijicc of an«cll, in thi ir hns-'ronlc 
That buhed 'hem, thti* bif'-s lOi+hc to brvng, 
Aivl little pretifi fo”ies ro ’Ji-r pLiic grn hie ; 
And uivLiiir ab<^ut i gan e.pie 
The drcdful roe, the buck, isie .lart and hind, 
Squirih, and beftis fmal of gentle kind. 

or inlfcrjmcntes of ftrh.gis, in accorde 
Herd 1 fo plaie a ravifliyng fn-cctnclie, 

That Cod, that makir is of all the lordc, 

Ne herd nevir a better, as I gelle, 

There with a winde, nnneth h might he leflcp 
Made in the levis grcnc a noiic foft 
Accordant to tlie ibuiis long on ioft. 

The airc of the place fo attempre was, 

That ner was there grevannee of hot necold— « 

ik- 

Under a tre befide a well I feye 
Cupid our lordc bis ai rowes forge and file, 

And at his fete his bowe all redie lave, 

And well his doughtir temprid all the while 
The heddis in the well, and with her wile 
She couchid ’hem aftir as thei Ihould ferve. 
Some for to flea, and feme to wound and carve. 

^ '* # * # 

And upon pillirs grete of jafpir long 
I fiiw a temple of brafle ifoiindid ftrong. 

And about the temple uaiincid alwaie 
Women inow, of which Ibme there ywcrc 
Faire of ’hefeif, and Ibme of ’hem were gaie. 
In kirtils all deflievclcd went thei there, 

1. hat was ther office er from yere to yere. 
And on the temple lawe I white and faire 
Of dovis fittyng many a thoufiind paire. 


Here we have Cupid forging his arrows, the woodland, the 
jireams, the muiic of inftruroents and birds, the frolics of deer 

and 
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and Ollier aAiraals ; and ‘zvomm hionv. In a the ifland 

of Venus is here fl<clchcd out, yet Chaucer was never tranf- 
kted into I/.itin or any language of the continent, nor did 
Carnoens ur.deilhmd a line of Englitli. The fiibjc<51: was com- 
luon, and the fame T'ocilciii feelings in Chaucer and Camdens, 
pointed out to each what were the beauties of landfcapes and 
cf bowers dc\olc:l to p!ca{.:ro. 

Yel, though the ficiion of bowers, of idands, and palaces, 
was no novelty in poetry, much however remains to be attri- 
buted <0 the poetxrd powers and invention of Camdens. The 
iiland of Venus contains, of ail others, by much the completely 
gradation, and • fulleii afiemblage of that fpecies of luxuriant 
painting* Nothing in the older writers is equal to it in fulnefs. 
Nor can the if] and of Aimida in TafTo be compared to it, in 
poetical embroidery or palEonate expreffion ; though TafTo as un- 
doubtedly built upon the model of Camdens, as Spenfer appro- 
priated the imagery of TafTo, when he deferibed the bower of 
Acrafia, part of which he has llte^ly tranflated from the Ita- 
lian poet. The beautiful fi*51ions of Armida and Acrafia how- 
ever are much too long to be here inferted, and they are well 
known to every reader of tafbe. 

But the chief praife of our poet is yet unmentioned. Tlie 
introdudion of fo beautiful a fidion, as an cfTcntiai part of the 
condiuSl and macliinery of an ejiic poem, docs die greatell ho- 
nour to the invention of Camoeni:. The machinery of the for- 
mer part of the poem not only acquires dignity, but is com- 
pleted by it. And the conduct of Homer and Virgil, has in 
ibis not only received a fine imitation, but a maflcrly contrafl. 

In 
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In the finefl allegory the heroes of the Lufiad receive their 
reward ; and by means of this allegory our poet gives a noble 
imitation of the nobleft part of the JEneid. In the tenth Lu- 
liad, Gama and his heroes hear the nymphs . in the divine pa- 
lace of Thetis fing the triumphs cf their countrymen in the 
conqueft of India: after this the goddefs gives Gama a viev.? 
of the Eaftern world, from the Cape of Good Hope to the 
furtheft illands of Japan. She poetically deferibes every region 
and the principal iflands, and concludes, all ihfe are ghen to 
the <tveftern world hy you* It is impoilible any poem can be 
fummed up with greater fublimity. The fall of Troy is no- 
thing to this. Nor is this all : the prophecy of Anchifes, 
which forrgs the moil mallerly fidion, fineft compliment, and 
ultimate purpofe of the ^neid, is not only nobly imitated?,' 
but the conduft of Homer, in concluding the Iliad, as already 
obferved, is paralleled, without one circumftance being borrowed.^ 
Poetical condufl cannot po/Iibly bear a Ifcronoer refemblancc;, 
than the reward of the heroes of the Lufiad, the prophetic 
fong, and the vifion fhewn to Gama, bear to the games at the 
funeral of Patroclus and the redemption of the body of Hec- 
tor, conlidered as the completion of the anger of Achilles, the 
fubjedl of the Iliad. Nor is it a greater honour to refemble a 
Homer and a Virgil, than it is to be refcmbled by a Milton. 
Though Milton perhaps never faw the Lufiad in the original 
tongue, he certainly heard of Fanfhaw's tranfiation, which was 
publiftied fourteen years before he gave his Paradife Loft to 
the world. But whatever he knew of it, had the laft book of 
the Lufiad been two thoufand years known to the learned, 
levery one would have owned that the two lafe books of the 

Paradife 
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Paradife Loft were evidentiy formed upon it. But whether 
Milton borrowed any hint from Camoens, is of little con- 
fe^iiiencc. That the genius of the great Milton fuggefted the 
conclufion of his immortal poem in the manner and machinery 
of the Lullcid, is enough. It is enough that the part of Mi- 
chael and Adam in the two laft books of the Paradife Loft, 
are in point of conduft cxa^lly the fiime with the part of The- 
tis and Gama in the concl ihoii of the I.unad. Yet tins differ- 
ence muft be obferved ; in ti.e narrative of his laft book, Milton 
has as Addifon c.ilis it, and fallen infinitely lliort of the 

nntired fpirit of the Portuguefo poet. 


END OF THE NINTH BOOK, 
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pAR o’er the weftern ocean’s diftant bed 
Apollo now his fiery courfers Iped, 

Par o’er the filver lake of Mcxic a roll’d 
His rapid chariot wheels of burning gold : 

The 

» Far o\r the fiver lake of Mexte. ^The city of Mexico is environed 

•with an extenfive lake ; or, according to Coitez, in his fecond narration 
to Charles V. with two lakes, one of frelh, the other of fait water, in 
circuit about fifty leagues. This fituation, faid the Mexicans, was ap- 
pointed by their God VH%iliput%liy who, according to the explanation of 
their piaure-hiftories, led their fore-fathers a journey of fourfeore years, 
in fearch of the promiled land ; the apifli devil, fay fome Spanifli writers, in 
this imitating the journies of the Tfraelites. Four of the principal priefts 
carried the idol in a coffer of reeds. Whenever they halted they built a 
tabernacle for their god in the midft of their camp, where they placed the 

coffer 
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The eaftern fky was left to dulky grey, 

And o’er the laft hot breath of parting day, 

Ccol o’er the fulfcry noon’s remaining flame, 

On gentle gales the grateful twilight came. 

Dimpling the lucid pools the fragrant breeze 
Sighs o’er the lawns and whifpers through the trees ; 
Refrcfli’d the lily rears the filver head, 

And opening jafmines o’er the arbours Ipread. 

Fair o’er the wave that gleam’d like diftant fiiow. 

Graceful arofe the moon, ferenely flow 5 
Not yet full orb’d, in clouded fplendor dreft. 

Her married arms embrace her pregnant breaft. 

Sweet to his mate, recumbent o’er his young, 

The nightingale his fpoiifal anthem fung ; 

From every bower the holy chorus rofe. 

From every bower the rival anthem flows. 

Tranflucent twinkling through the upland grove 
In all her luftre Ihines the ftar of love j 
Led by the facred ray from every bower, 

A joyful train, the wedded lovers pour ; 

Each 


coffer and the altar. They then the land, and their ftay or depar- 

ture, without regard to the harveft, was direfted by the orders received 
from their idol, till at laft by his command they fixed their abode on the 
fite of Mexico.* The origin of the Mexicans is repreiented by men com- 
ing out of caves, and their difierent journies and encampment are pour- 
trayed in their piflurc-hiftories ; one of which was fent to Charles V. and 
is faid to be ft’ill extant in the Efcurial. According to the reigns of tlieir 
kings, their firft emigration was about A. D. yao. Vide Boterus, Gomara, 
Acofla, and other Spanith writers. 
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Each with the youth above the reft approved. 

Each with the nymph above the reft beloved. 

They feek the palace of the fovereign dame ; 

High on a mountain glow’d the wondrous frame : 

Of gold the towers, of gold the pillars ftione. 

The walls were cryftal ftarr’d with precious ftone* 

Amid the hall arofe the feftive board 
With nature’s choiceft gifts promifcuous ftor’d : 

So will’d the goddefs to renew the finiie 
Of vital ftrength, long worn by days of toil. 

On cryftal chairs, that fliined as lambent flame. 

Each gallant youth attends his lovely dame ; 

Beneath a purple canopy of ftate 

The beauteous goddefs and the leader fate : 

The banquet glows — ^Not fiich the feaft, when all 
The pride of luxury in Egypt’s hall 
Before the iove-fick ^ Roman. Ipread the boaft 
Of every teeming fea and fertile coaft. 

Sacred to nobleft worth and virtue’s ear. 

Divine as genial was the banquet here ; 

The wine, the fong, by fweet returns infpire. 

Now wake the lover’s, now the hero’s fire. 

On gold and filver from th’ Atlantic main, 

The fumptuous tribute of the fea’s wide reign, 

Of various favour was the banquet piled ; 

Amid the fruitage mingling rofes fmiled. 

In 

' JBforc ihs hve-Od- Mark Anthony. 
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No more the fummer of ray life ^ remains, 

My autumn’s lengthening tv'cnings chill my veins 5 
Down the bleak ftream of years by woes on woes 
Wing’d on, I haften to the tomb’s repofc, 

The port whofe deep dark bottom fliall detain 
My anchor never to be weigh’d again, 

Never on other fea of life to fleer 

The human courfe Yet thou, O goddefs, heai';, 

Yet let me live, though round my illvcr’d head 
Misfortune’s bittereft rage unpitying flied 
Her coldeft ftorms 5 yet let me live to crown 
The fong that boafts my nation’s proud renown. 

Of godlike heroes fung the nymph divine. 

Heroes whofe deeds on Gama’s creft fiiall fliine j 
Who through the feas by Gama firft explor’d 
Shall bear the Lufian ftandard and the fword. 

Till every coaft where roars the orient main, 

Bleft in its fway fliall own the Lufian reign ; 

Till every Pagan king his neck fliall yield. 

Or vanquifli’d gnaw the duft on battle field. 

High 


® N'o more the fuaimu of my life remains.- ^ It is not certain when Camo- 

ens wrote this. It feems however not long to precede the publication of 
his poem, at which time he was in his fifty-fifth year. This apoftrophe 
to his mufe may perhaps by fome be blamed as another digreffion ; but fc> 
little does it requii-e defence, that one need not hefitate to affirm, that had 
Homer, who often talks to his mufe, introduced, on thefe favourable op- 
portunities, any little pifture or hiJftory of himfclf, thefe digrellions would 
have been the moft interefting parts of his works. Had any fuch little 
hiftory of Homer complained like this of Camoens, it would have been 
bedewed with the tears of ages. 
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High prlefi: of Mr.Labar, the goddefs fang, 

Thy faith repent nor^ nor lament ihj ^ wrong i 
Though for thy faith to Lufus’ generous race 
The raging Zamoreem thy fields deface : 

From TaguSj, lo, the great Pacheco faiisj 
To India wafted on aufpicious gales. 

Soon as his crooked prow the tide fliall prefs, 

A new Achilles fliall the tide confefs 5 

His fliip’s firong fides fhall groan beneath his S weight. 

And deeper waves receive the facred freight. 

Soon 


*77^ faiilj repent noif nor lament thy P. Alvarez Cabral, the fe- 

cond Portuguefc commander who failed to India, entered into a treaty of 
alliance with Trimumpara king of Cochin and high prieft of Malabar. 
The Zamorim raifed powerful armies to dethrone him, but his fidelity to 
the Portuguefe was unalterable, though his affairs were brought to the 
loweft ebb. For an account of this war, and the almoft incredible atchiev- 
ments of Pacheco, fee the hiilory in the preface. 

% His Jhip’sJirongJiilesJhall groan beneath bis •weighty and d:,per zvames re* 
cehe the facred freight, ^Tlias Virgil ; 

, „ „„ ..,fimul accipit alveo 
Ingentem j®neam. Gemuit fub pondere cymba 
Sutilis, 8c multam accepit rimofa paludem. 

That the vifionary boat of Charon groaned under the weight of .®neas is ' 
a fine poetical ftroke ; but that the crazy rents let in the water is certainly 
lowering the image. The thought however, as managed in Camoens, is 
much grander than in Virgil, and affords a happy inftance, where the hy- 
perbole is truly poetical. 

Poetical allufions to, or abridgments of hiftorical events, are either 
extremely infipid and obfeure, or particularly pieafing to the reader. To 
be pieafing, a previous acquaintance with the hiftory is ncceffary, and for 
this reafon the poems of Homer and Vii^ were peculiarly reliftied by their 
countrymen. When a known circumftance is placed in an animated poeti- 
cal view, and cloathed with the graces of poetical language, a fenfible 

mind 
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Soon as on India’s ftrund he fliakes his 
The burning Eaft feall tremble, chiird with fear ; 
Reeking with noble blood Canibaluo’s flream 
Shall blaze impurpled to the evening beam. 

Urged on by raging fnan^e the monarch brings. 

Banded with all their powers, his valTil kings : 

Narhnga’s rocks their cruel tboufands pour. 

Bipur’s hern king attends, and thine, Tanore : 

To guard proud Calicut’s imperial pride 

All the wide North fweeps down its peopled tide : 

Join’d are the fefts that never ^ touch’d before. 

By land the Pagan, and by fea the Moor. 

O’er 


mind muft feci the effed. But when the circum fiance is unknown, no- 
thing but the nioft lively imagery and fined colouring can prevent it from 
being tirefome. The Lufiad affords many in fiances which mull be highly 
pleafing to the Portuguele, but dry to tliofc who arc unacquainted with 
their hiflory. Nor need one hefitate to affert, that were we not acquainted 
with the Roman hiflory from oiii childhood, a great part of the iEneid 
would appear to us intolerably unintcrefting, Scnfible of this diladvantagc 
which every veifion of hiflorical poetry muft fiiffer, the tianflator has not 
only in the notes added eveiy incident which might elucidate the fubjcift, 
but has alfo, ail along, in the epifodc in the third and fourth books, in 
the defeription of the painted enfigns in the eighth, and in the allufions in 
the present book, endeavomed to throw every hiftorical ineiJent into that 
univerfal language, the pi£lurefquc of poetry. The circumilanccs impro- 
per for imagery are haftenocl over, and thofe wlii.-h can bell receive 
it, prefented to the \ieiv. WLtn He€tor ftorms the Grecian camp, when 
Achilles matches to battle, evety reader underftan ds and is articled with the 
bold painting. But when Neftor talks of his eiiiploirs at the funereal games 
of Amarynces, (Iliad, xxiii.j tl;e ciiiics themfeUeS cannot comprehend 
him, and have vied with each other in inventing exjdanation s, 

never I ouch' d before — T o touch, or be touched by, one of 
an iufeiior caji^ is eftcemed among the Genloos as the gratcil pollution. 
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O’er land, o’er fea the great Pacheco ftrews 
The proftrate fpearmen, and the founder’d ^ proas. 
Submifs and filent, palfied with amaze 
Proud Malabar th’ unnumbered ilain fiirveys : 

Yet burns the monarch ; to his dirine he fpeeds j 
Dire howl the priefts, the groaning vicdm bleeds ; 

The ground they ftamp, and from the dark abodes 
With tears and vows they call th’ infernal gods. 

Enraged with dog-like madnefs to behold 
His temples and his towns in flames enroll’d, 

Secure of promifed viftory, again 
He fires the war, the lawns are heapt with flaln. 

With flern reproach he brands his routed Nayres, 

And for the dreadful field himfelf prepares ; 

His harnefs’cl thoufands to the fight he leads, 

And rides exulting where the combat bleeds : 

Amid his pomp his robes are fprinkled o’er. 

And his proud face dafh’d with his i menials gore : 

From his high couch he leaps, and fpeeds to flight 
On foot inglorious, in his army’s fight. 

Hell then he calls, and all the powers of hell. 

The fecret poifon, and the chanted fpell ; ^ 

Vain as the fpell the poifon’d rage is flied. 

For heaven defends the hero’s facred head. 

VOL. n. F f Still 

^ Proas'-^or: paraos, Indian veflcls which lie low on the water, arc work- 
ed with oars, and carry loo men and upwards a-piecc. 
i ■ ■ his robes are fprinkled o’tfr, 

And his proud face dajh^d tvith his vienials gore* 

—See the hiftory in the preface. 



434 the LUSIAIX uoc.k s. 

Still fiercer from each wound the tyrant burns^ 

Still to the field with heavier force returns. 

The feventh dread war he kindles ; high in air 
The hills diOionourM lift their fhoulders bare ; 

Their woods roll’d down now flrew the river's fidcj, 

Now rife in mountain turrets o’er the tide ; 

Mountains of fire and Iplres of bickering fiame, 

While either bank refounds the proud acclaim, 

Come floating down, round Lufus’ fleet to pour 
Their fulph’rous entrails in a burning fliower. 

Ob, vain the hope Let Rome her boaft refign % 

Her palms, Pacheco, never bloom’d like thine ; 

Nor Tyber’s bridge, nor Marathon’s ^ red field, 

Nor thine, Thermopylae, fuch deeds beheld ; 

Nor Fabius’ arts fuch rufibing ftorms rcpell’d. 

Swift as repulfed the famiflxed wolf returns 
Fierce to the fold, and, wounded, fiercer burns 5 
So fwift, fo fierce, feven times all India’s might 
Returns unnuinber’d to the dreadful fight ; 

One hundred fpears, feven times in dreadful fliower. 
Strews in the duft all India’s raging power. 

The 


^ Nor Tyher's .When Porfenna beficged Rome, Horatius Co- 

des defended the pafs of a bridge till the Romans deftroyed it behind him. 
Having thus faved the pafs, heavy armed as he was, he fwimmed acrofs 
the river to his companions. The Roman hiftoiy, however, at this pc- 
liod, is often mixt with fable. Miltiadcs obtained a great victory over Da- 
rius at Marathon. .The (land of Leonidas is well known. The battles of 
Pacheco were in defence of the fords by which the city of Cochin could 
only be entered. The numbers he withftood by land and tea, and tlie vic- 
tories he obtained, are indeed highly aftoniftiing. See the preface. 
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The lofty fong, for palenefs o*er her fpread. 

The nympli fufpends, and bows the languid head ; 

Her faultering words are breath’d on plaintive fighs, 

Ah, Bellfarius, injured chief, llie cries. 

Ah, -wipe tliy tears 5 in war thy rival fee. 

Injured Pacheco falls defpoii’d like thee ; 

In him, in thee dishonour’d virtue bleeds, 

And valour weeps to vieiv her falrcft deeds. 

Weeps o’er Pacheco, where, forlorn he lies 
Low on an alms-houfe ^ bed, and friendlefs dies. 

Yet feall the miifcs plume Ids humble bier. 

And ever o’er him pour th’ immortal tear 5 
Though by the king, alone to thee unjuft. 

Thy head, great chief, was humbled In the dul>, 

Loud fliall the inufe indignant found thy praife. 

Thou gaveft thy monarch’s throne its proudeft blaze.’^ 
While round the world the fun’s bright car fhall ride. 
So bright flrall fhine thy name’s illuftrious pride; 

Thy monarch’s glory, as the moon’s pale beam, 

Eclipfed by thine, fliall fhed a lickly gleam* 

Such meed attends when foothing flattery fways. 

And blinded ftate its facred truft betrays ! 

Again the nymph exalts her brow, again 
Her fwelling voice refounds the lofty flrain : 

Almeyda comes, the kingly name he bears, 

Deputed royalty his ftandard rears : 

F f 2 

^ L010 Qti ths alms'-houpi -See the hiftory i:i the preface 


In 
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In all the generous rage of youthful lire 
The v/arllkc fon attends the warlike lire. 

Quiloa’s blood-ftain’d tyrant now lliall feel 
The righteous vengeance of the Lufian fteeL 
Another prince, by Lilboa’s throne beloved. 

Shall blcfs the land, for faithful deeds approved. 

Mombaze fliall now her treafon^s meed behold. 

When curling flames 'her proudeft domes enfold : 

Involved in fmoak, loud craflaing, low fliall fall 
The mounded temple and the caftled wall. 

O’er India’s feas the young Almeyda pours. 

Scorching the wither’d air, his iron Ihowers ; 

Torn mafts and rudders, hulks and canvafs riven. 

Month after month before his prows are driven* 

But heaven’s dread will, where clouds of darknefs reft. 
That awful will, which knows alone the beft, 

Now blunts his fpear ; Cambaya’s fquadrons joined 
With Egypt’s fleets, in pagan rage combined, 

Engrafp him round j red boils the ftaggering flood, 
Purpled with volleying flames and hot with blood n 
Whirl’d by the cannon’s rage, in fliivcrs torn 
His thigh, far fcatter’d o’er the wave, is borne. 

Bound to the maft the godlike hero ^ ftands, 

Waves his proud fword and cheers his woeful bands. 

Though 

“ Botmd to the maji the gocUih hero Jlands. — ^The Engiifli hiftory affords an 
inftance of fimilar rcfolution in Admiral Bumbo, who was fupported in a 
wooden frame, and continued the engagement after his legs and thighs 
wete fliivered in fplinters. Contrary to the advice of his officers the 

young 
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Though winds and feas their wonted aid deny. 

To yield he knows not, but he kno'.vs to die : 

Another thunder tears his manly bread; : 

Oh fly, bled: fpirit, to thy heavenly reft 

Hark, rolling on the groaning ftorm I hear, 

Refiftlers vengeance thundering on the rear ! 

I fee the tranfports of the furious fire. 

As o’er the mangled corfe his eyes fiafh hre. 

Swift to the fight, with ftern though weeping eyes, 

Fixt rage fierce burning in his breafl, he flies 5 

Fierce as the bull that fees his rival rove 

Free with the heifers through the mounded grove. 

On oak or beech his madning fury pours j 
So pours Almeyda’s rage on Dabiifs towers. 

His vanes wide waving o’er the Indian fky, 

Before his prows the fleets of India » fly: 

On 


young Almcyda rciniod to bear off, though almofl: certain to be overpow- 
ered, and though both wind and tide were certainly againft him. His fa- 
ther had ftiarply upbraided him for a former retreat, where vicloiy was 
tliought impoffiblc. He now fell the victim of his father's ideas of milita- 
ry glory. See the preface. 

» ihe ficts of India fly, — After having cleared the Indian Teas, 

the viceroy Almeyda attacked the combined fleets of Egypt, Cambaya, 
and the Zamorim, in the entrance and harbour of Diu, or Dio. The fleet 
of the Zamorim almofl: immediately fled. That of Melique Yaz, lord of 
Din, fuffered much; but the greateft flaughter fell upon the Egyptians and 
Turks, commanded by Mir-Hocem, who had defeated and killed the 
young Almeyda. Of 800 Mamulucks or Turks, who fought under Mir- 
Hoeem, only aa, fays Oforlus^ furvived this engagement. Melique Yaz, 
fays Faria y Soufa, was bom in flavery, and defeended of the chriflians of 
The road to preferment is often a dirty one; but Mclique's was 

much 
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On Egypt’s cliicf his mortars dreadful tire 
Shall Yoniic all the rage of prifon’cl lire : 

Headb, I'lph.s and trunks fhall choak the ftruggling tide. 
Till every fnrge with reeking crimfon dyed, 

Around the young Almoyda’s haplcfs urn 

His conquerors naked ghoib fhall howl and mourn. 

As meteors flafliing through the darken’d air 
I fee the violors whirling faulchions glare ; 

Dark rolls the fulphVous fmoke o’er Dio’s fkies, 

And fl’irieks of death and Ihouts of conqueft rife, 

In one wide tumult blended : The rough roar 
Shakes the brown tents on Ganges trembling Ihore ; 

The waves of Indus from the banks recoil ; 

And matrons howling on the ftrand of Nile, 

By the pale moon their abfent fons deplore 

Long fhail they wall ; their fons return no more. 


Ah^ ftrike the notes of woe, the liren cries, 

A dreary vifion fwims before my eyes. 

To Tago’s fhore triumphant as he bends, 

Low in the dufl: the hero’s glory ends : 

Tliough 


itiiich lefs (b than that of many other favounce5 of fortune. As the king of 
Cambaya was one flay riaing in ftate, an unlucky kite dunged upon his 
loyal head. His majelly in great wrath f.vore he would give ail lie who 
%vorth to have the oJender killed. Meliqiic, who was an experienced 
archer, immediately difpatciied an arrow, which bi ought the audacious 
hawk to the ground. For the merit of this eminent lervicc he was made 
lord of Dlu, or Dio, a confiderafalo city, the llrongefl and mod import- 
ant fortrefs at that time in all India. See Faria^ L. %,c. 
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Though bended bowj nor thundering englne^s hail^ 

Nor Egypt’s fword^ nor India’s ipear prevail. 

Fall fhall the ® chief before a naked foe. 

Rough clubs and rude hurl’d ilones fliall ftrike the blow ; 
The Cape of Tempefts ftiall his tomb fupply, 

And in the defert fands his bones fliall lie. 

No boaftful trophy o’er his allies rear’d : 

Such heaven’s dread will, and be that will rever’d ! 

But lo, refplendent fliines another fl:ar. 

Loud flie refbunds, in all the blaze of war ! 

Great P Cunia guards Melinda’s friendly fhore, 

And dyes her feas with Oja’s hoftile gore ; 

Lamo and Brava’s towers his vengeance tell : 

Green Madagafear’s flowery dales fliall fwell 
His echoed fame, till ocean’s fouthmoft bound 
On ifles and Ihores unknown his name refound. 


Another blaze, behold, of fire and arms ! 

Great Albuquerque awakes the dread alarms : 

O’er Ormuz’ walls his thundering flames he pours. 

While heaven, the hero’s guide, indignant q fliowers 

Their 


« Ball Jhall the chief, ' ■■ - ■■See the note on, page 129. 

? Great -Triftan de Cunha, or d’Acugna. See the hiftory in 

the preface. 

^ Heaven indignant Jhovaers their arrows back'ward,<—-^SQt the note on page 
63. Some writers relate, that when Albuquerque befieged Ormuz, a vio- 
lent wind drove the arrows of the enemy backward upon their own ranks. 

Oforius 
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Their arrows backward on the PeiTian foe^^ 

Tearing the breahs and arms that twang’d the bow. 
iMountains of fait and fragrant gums in vain 
Were fpent untainted to embalm the flain. 

Such heaps fiiall ftrew the feas and faithlefs ftrand 
Of Gerum, Mazcate, and Calayat’s land. 

Till faithlefs Ormuz own the Lufian fway, 

And Barexn’s pearls her yearly fafety pay. 


What glorious palms on Goa’s ^ ifle I fee. 

Their bloilbms fpread, great Albuquerque, for thee! 
Through cafticd walls the hero breaks his way, 

And opens with his fword the dread array 
Of Moors and Pagans ; through their depth he rides, 
Through fpears and fliowering fire the battle guides. 

As bulls enraged, or lions fmear’d with gore, 

His bands fweep wide o’er Goa’s purpled fliore. 

Nor eaftward far though fair Malacca » lie, 

Her groves embofom’d in the morning Iky j 

Though 


Oforius fays, that many of the dead Perfians and Moors were found to have 
died by arrows. But as that weapon was not iifcd by the Portuguefe, he 
conjedturcs, that in their defpair of victory many of the enemy had thus 
hilled themiclves, rather than furvive the defeat. 

* What glorious palms on Goa s ijle I fee^ This important place was 

made an archbifhopric, the capital of the Portuguefe empire in the Eaii:, 
and the feat oi their viceroys. It is advantageoufly fituated for thefc pur- 
pofes on the coad: of Dccan, It dill remains in the poflellion of the 
Portuguefe. 

• Malacca^ ^The conqued of this place was one of the greated adi- 

ons of Albuquerque. It became the chief port of the eadern part of 

Portuguefe 
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Though with her amorous fons the valiant line 
Of Java’s ifle in battle rank combine, 

Tliough poifon’d fliafts their ponderous quivers ftore ; 
Malacca’s fpicy groves and golden ore, 

Great Albuquerque, thy dauntlcfs tolls fhall crown ! 

Yet art thou^ftain’d Here with a iighful frown 

The 


Portuguefe India, and fccond only to Goa. Bcfidcs a gieat many pieces 
of ordnance which were carried away by the Moors who efcaped, 3000 largo 
cannon remained the prize of the vigors. 

< Tet art thou jhmJ. ■ ■■-— A detail of all the great adtions of Albuquer- 
que would have been tedious and unpoetical. CamSens has chofen the 
mod brilliant, and has happily fupprefled the red by a difplay of indigna- 
tion. The French tranflator has the following note on this pallage, “ Bc- 
“ hold another inhance of our author’s prejudice! the a«ftion which he con- 
“ demns bad nothing in it blamcablc : but as he was of a moll amorous 
“ conftitullon, he thought every fault which could plead an amour in its 
‘‘ cxcule ought to be pardoned; but true heroes, fuch as Albuquerque, 
follow other maxims. This great man had in his palace a beautiful In- 
“ dian flave. He viewed her with the eyes of a father, and the care of 
“ her education was his pleafurc. A Poituguefc foldier, named Ruy Diaz, 
“ had the bolclnefs to enter the general’s apartment, where he fucceeded 
fo well with the girl, that he obtained his defire. When Albuquerque 
“ heard of it, lie immediately ordered him to the gallows.” 

Camoens, however, was no fuch undiftinguifliing libertine as this would 
reprefent him. In a few pages we find him praifmg the continence of 
Don Henry do Menezes, whofe viftory ovei his pafTions he calls the high- 
eft excellence of youth. Nor does it appear by what authority the Fiench- 
men affurcs us of the chafte paternal afFeaion which Albuquerque bore to 
this Indian girl. It was the great aim of Albuquerque to eftablifh colonies 
in India, and for that purpolc he encouraged his foldiers to marry with the 
natives. The moft fightly girls were fcleficd, and educated in the religion 
and houfehold arts of Portugal, and portioned at the expence of the gene- 
ral. Thefe he called his daughters, and with great pleafure he ufed 10 at- 
tend their weddings, fevcral couples being ufually joined together at one 
time. At one of thefe nuptials, fays jftzrw, the feftivity having continued 
late, and the brides being mixed together, feveralof the bridegrooms com- 
mitted a blunder. The miftakes of the night however, as they were ail 

equal 
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The goddels paufeds for much remain’d unliingj 
But blotted with an humble ibldicv’s wrong. 

Alas3 ilie cricsj when war’s dread horrors reign. 

And thundering batteries rock the hery plain. 

When gh.aftly famine on a hoitllc ibil, 

When pale difeafe attends on weary toil. 

When 


equal in point of hour, nr, wcrcmutualh' forgh-cn iu the morning, and each 
man took his ptoper wife wlioni he had received at tlie aliiir. Thij deli- 
cate anecdote of Albuquerque’s ions and daughters, is as bad a commenta- 
ry on the note of Camera, as it is on the leverifey wiiich the commander 
ihewed to poor Diaz. Nor does Camf^ens fland alone in the condemnation 
of the general I’lie hiftorian agrees with the poet. Mentioning the 
death of D. Antonio Noronha, “ This gentleman, lays nled to 

** moderate the violent temper of his uncle Albuquerque, whiclx foon after 
« fitewed itfclf in rigid feverity. He ordered a folcUcr to be hanged for an 
“ amour witli one of the flaves whom he called daughters, and whom he 
uled to give in marriage. When fome of his officers afked him what au- 
« thority h(* had to take the poor man’s life, he drew his fword, told them 
« that was Ins commiffion, and inftantiy broke them.” To marry his 
abldlers wlt'n the natives was the plan of Albuquerque, his feverity there- 
fore feems unaccountable, nnlcfs wc admit the perhaps of Camoens, ou de 
chpB, perhaps it was jealoufy,-— But whatever incenfed the general, 
tlie execution of the foldier was contrary to the laws of every nation f ; 
and the honeO: indignation of Camoens aguinft one of the greateft of his 
countrymen, one who was ch^‘ grand architect of the Portuguefe empire in 
the Eaft, affords a noble inlhnce of that manly freedom of fentimert which 
knows no right by which king or peer may do injuftice to the mcaneft fub- 
je£t:. Nor can we omit the obfervation, that the above note of Caftera is 
of a piece with the French devotion we have already fecn him pay to the 
name of king, a devotion which breathes the true fpirit of the blefled ad- 
vice given by father Paul to the republic of Venice : « When a nobleman 
commits an offence againft a fubjecT, fays that Jefuit, let every means be 
« tried to jullify him. But if a fubjed has offended a nobleman, let him 
“ be piinifhcd with the utmofl feverity.” 


,, t represents the crime of Diaz as mutiny, having been againfl: the 

itna orders of Albuquerque. Diaz, however, was guilty of no breach of 
muitary duty, which alone conftitutes the crime of mutiny. 
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When patient under dl the foldier ftands^ 

Detefted be the rage \vrhicli then demands 
The humble foi.her’s blood, his only crime 
The amorous frailty of the ^mathfiil prime ! 

Inceft’s cold horror here no glow retrained, 

Nor facred nuptial bed was here prophaned. 

Nor here unwelcome force the virgin felzed ; 

A flave lafeivious, in his fondling plealed, 

Religns her bread Ah, ffain to Lufian fame I 

(Twas luft of blood, perhaps ’twas jealous Game j) 

The leader^s rage, unw'orthy of the brave, 

ConGgns the youthful foldier to the grave. 

Not Ammon thus Apelles love repaid, 

Great Ammon’s bed reGgiVd the lovely maid : 

Nor Cyrus thus reproved A^rafpas’ fire ; 

Nor haughtier Carlo thus aGurned the Gre, 

Though iron Baldwin to his daughter’s bower. 

An ill-match’d lover, ftole in fecret hour : 

With nobler rage the lofty monarch glow’d. 

And Fiandria’s v. earldom on the knight beftow’d. 

Again 


" Noi — Campafpe, the mofl: beautiful concubine of Alexander, 

■was given by that monarch to Apelles, whom he perceived in love with 
her. Arafpas had charge of the fair captive Pantliea. His attempt 
on her virtue was forgiven by Cyrus. 

A»d Flandrias earldom en the knight bejionv Baldwin, furnamed 

« Iron-arm, Grand Forefter of Flanders, being in love with Judith, the 
“ daughter of Charles the Bald, and widow of Ethelwolfe, king of Eng- 
“ land, obtained his dcfire by force, Charles, though at firil he highly 
“ refen ted, afterwards pardoned his crime, and confented to his marriage 
“ with the princefs.’* Cajlcra, 

This 



444 the LUSIAD, book-. 

Again tlie nymph the fong of fame rcfounds ; 

L05 fweeping wide o’er Ethiopia’s bounds. 

Wide o’er Arabia’s purple fliore on high 
The Luiian enligns blaze along the fley ! 

Mecca, aghaft, beholds the ftandards fliine. 

And midnight horror fliakes Medina’s “■ flirine % 

Th’ unhallowed altar bodes th’ approaching foe, 
Foredoom’d in duft its prophet’s tomb to ftrew . 

Nor 


This cligrci'Bon in the fong of the nymph bears, in manner, a ftriklng 
rcfemljlancc to the hiftorics which the heroes of Homer often relate to 
each other. That thefe little epifodcs have their beauty and propriety in 
an epic poem, will ftrongly appear from a view of M. de la Motte’s 
tranflation of the Iliad into French verfe. The four and twenty books of 
Homer he has contracted into twelve, and thefe contain no more lines 
than about four books of the original. A thoufand embelHlhments which 
the w’arm j^oetical feelings of Homer fuggefted to him, are thus thrown out 
by the Ficnchman. But what is the confcqucncc of this improvement? 
The work of la Motle is unread, even by his own country^men, and de- 
fpifed by every foreigner who has the leaf!: relilh for poetry and Homer. 

Afid mzJmght horror Jha^es I\Acdiaai Medina, the city where 

AXohammed is buried. About fix years after Gama’s difeovery of India, 
the Sultan of Egypt fent Maurus, the abbot of the monks at Jcrufalcm, 
who inhabit Mount Sion, on an embafly to Pope Julius II, The Sultan, 
with fevere threats to the Chiiaiaus of the Euft in cafe of refufal, in- 
treated the Pope to defiie Emmanuel king of l^ortugal to fend no more 
fleets to the Indian fcas. The Pope lent Maurus to Emmanuel, who re- 
turned a very fpirited anfwer to his holinefs, affuring him that no tlircats, 
no dangers could make him alter his refblutions, and lamenting that it had 
not yet been in his power to fulfil his promife of demolilhing the fepulchre 
and crazing the memorials of Mohammed from the earth. This, he fays, 
was the firft pnrpofe of fending his fleets to India. Nohh enim, cum iter U 
Indiam chjihiis tirjlris aperlre^ C3’ regloncs majoribus tiojiris incognitas eyplorare de~ 

crevimus, hoc propofitum fuHy ut ipfum Mahumetaiuz fet^ia caput extin^iie- 

j emus--- It is \\ith great ait that Camoens fo often reminds ns of the grand 
cicfign of the expedition of his heroes, tofubvert Mohammedifm and found 
a Chiiftian empire in the Eaft. But the dignity which this gives his poem 
h already obferved in the preface. 
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Nor Ceylon’s iflcj brave Soarez, fliall withhold 
Its incenfe, precious as the burnijfh’d gold, 

What time o’er proud Columbo’s loftieft fpire 
Thy flag fhall blaze : nor fhall th’ immortal lyre 
Forget thy praife, Sequeyra ! to the fliore 
Where Sheba’s fapient queen the ^ fceptre bore. 

Braving the Red Sea’s dangers flialt thou force 
To Abylllnia’s realm thy novel courfe 5 
And ifles, by jealous nature long conceal’d. 

Shall to the wondering world be now reveal’d. 

Great Menez next the Luflan fword fhall bear 5 
Menez, the dread of Afric, high fhall rear 
His viftor lance, till deep fliall Ormuz groan, 

And tribute doubled her revolt atone. 

Now Ihines thy glory in meridian height. 

And loud her voice Ihe raifed ; O matchlefs knight. 
Thou, thou, illuftrious Gama, thou fliait bring 
The olive-bough of peace, deputed king ! 

The lands by thee difcover’d fliall obey 
Thy fcepter’d power, and blefs thy regal fway; 

But India’s crimes, outrageous to the flcies, 

A length of thefe Saturnian days denies : 

Snatch’d 

^ Where Shela*s fapient qtteen the fcepire The AbyHinians contend 

that their country is the Sheba mentioned in the fcripture, and that the 
queen who vifited Solomon bore a fon to that monarch, from whom their 
royal family, to the prefent time, is dcfceuded. 
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Snaich^d from thy golden throne the heavens fliail claim 
Thy dcathlefs foul, the world thy dcathlcfs y name* 


Now o’er the coaH: of faithlefs Malabar 
Viftorious Henry z pours the rage of war ; 

Nor lefs the youth a nobler llrifc fliall wage. 

Great victor of himfeif though green in age ; 

No refllefs flave of wanton amorous lire. 

No luft of gold fball taint his generous ire- 

While youth’s bold pulfe beats high, how brave the boy 

Whom harlot fmiles nor pride of power decoy ! 

Immortal be his name ! nor lefs thy praife. 

Great ^ Mafcarene, fhall future ages raife : 

Though power, unjuft, withhold the fplcndid ray 
That dignifies the creft of fovereign A/ay, 

Thy 


7 Snatch'd from t/jy golden -Gama only rcif^,nccl three months Vice- 

roy of India. Diirino his fccond voyage, the tliird whicfi the Portuguefc 
made to India, he gave the Zamorim fbme confiderable defeats by fca, 
be/ides his victories over the Moots, Thefe, however, are judicioully 
omitted by Camuens, as the lefs ftriking part of his chaiadter. 

The French traml itor is highly plcafed with the prediaion of Gama’s 
death, delivered to himfeif at the feaft. « The firen, fays he, perfuaJed 
« that Gama is a hero exempt from weaknefs, does not hefitare to mention 
** the end of his life. Gama liftens without any mark of emotion ; the 

feaft and the ibng continue, if I am not deceived, this is truly great.” 

* naorioiis Henry Don Henry de Mcnozes. He was only twenty- 

eight when appointed to the government of India. He died :n his thirti- 
eth year, a noble example of the inoft dilintercfted hcroiim. See the pre- 
face. 

* Great Mafiarene Pedro de Mafearenhas. The injufiicc done to 

this brave officer, and the uftrrjntion of the govcrnmenl by Lopez Vaz 
de Sampavoy afford one of the moft interelting periods of the hiftory of 
the Portuguefe in India. See the preface. 
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Tb)’- deeuFs greziZ chief, on EintanVe humbled fliore, 
Deeds ilich as Aila icever vieVd before. 

Shall give diy honePc fame a brighter blaze 
Than tyrant pomp in golden robes clifplays* 

Though bold in war the fierce ufurper fliine. 

Though CutiaFs potent navy o’er the brine 

Drive vaiiquifir’d ; though the Lufian hediods fword 

For him reap conquefl, and coniirm him lord ; 

Thy deeds, great peer, the wonder of thy foes. 

Thy glorious chains, iinjuft, and generous woes. 

Shall dim the fierce Sampayo’s faireft fame, 

And o’er his honours thine aloud proclaim. 

Thy generous woes ! Ah gallant injured chief. 

Not thy own forrows give the fharpefi: grief. 

Thou feefl: the Lufian name her honours ftain. 

And luft of gold her heroes breafls profane j 
Thou feeft ambition lift the impious head, 

Nor God’s red arm, nor lingering juflice dread ; 

O’er India’s bounds thou feeft thefe vultures prowl. 

Full gorged with blood, and dreadlefs of control j 
Thou feeft and weep’ft thy country’s blotted name. 

The generous forrow thine, but not the fliame. 

Nor long the Lufian enfigns ftain’d remain j 
Great Nunio ^ comes, and razes every ftain. 

Though lofty Gale’s warlike towers he rear j 
Though haughty Melic groan beneath his fpear ; 

All 

Great JVtf/i/f?,— Nunio de Ciinha,* one of the moft worthy of the Por- 
tuguefe governors. See the preface. 
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All tliefcs and Dio yielded to liis name, 

Are but tli’ embroidery of his nobler fame. 

For haughtier foes of Lufian race he braves j 
The awful fword of juftice high he waves : 

Eefore his bar the injured Indian ftands. 

And juftice boldly on his foe demands, 

The Liirian foe ; in wonder loft: the Moor 
Beholds proud rapine’s vulture gripe I'eftore 5 
Beholds the Lufian hands in fetters bound 
By Lufian hands, and wound repay ’d for wound. 

Oh, more fhall thus by Nunio’s worth be won, 

Than conqueft reaps from high-plumed hofts o’erthrown. 
Long fhall the generous Nunio’s blifsful fway 
Command fupreme. In Dio’s hopelefs day 
The fovereign toil the brave Noronha takes 5 
Awed by his c fame the fierce-foul’d Rumien fliakcs, 

And Dio’s open’d walls in fudden flight forfakes. 

A fon of thine, O Gama, now fliall ^ hold 
The helm of empire, prudent, wife and bold : 

Malacca faved and ftrengthen’d by his arms, 

The banks of Tor fliall echo his alarms j 

Ills 


« Au'sd hy hU fame. ^Tliat brave generous fpirit, which promiJtcd 

Camoens to condemn the great Albuquerque for injuflice to a common tbl- 
dier, has here deferted him. In place of poetical compliment, on the ter- 
rors of his name, Noronha deferved infamy. The fiegc of Dio, it is true, 
wasraifed on the report of his approach, but that report was the iflratagcm 
of Coje Zofar^ one of the general officers of the afiaillants. The delays ot* 
Noronha were as highly blameable, as his treatment of his prccleceCbr, 
the excellent Nunio, was unworthy of a gentleman. See the preface. 

^ A fon of thine ^ 0 Stephen de Gama. See the preface. 
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His vvortli fhall blefs the kingdoms of the morn. 

For all thy virtues fliall his foul adorn. 

When fate refigiis thy hero to the ilcies, 

A veteran, famed on Brazil’s fliore, flnil « rife ; 

The v/ide Atlantic and the Indian main, 

By tarns lliall own the terrors of his reign. 

His aid the proud Cambayan king implores, 

His potent aid Cambaya’s king reftores. 

The dread Mogul with ail his thoufands flies. 

And Dio’s towers are Souza’s well-earn’d prize. 

Nor lefs the Zamorim o’er blood-ftain’d ^ ground 
Shall fpeed his legions, torn with many a wound, 

In headlong rout. Nor fliall the boaftful pride 
Of India’s navy, though the flhiaded tide 
Around the fquadron’d mafts appear the down 
Of fome wide foreft, other fate renown. 

Loud rattling through the hills of Cape Camore 
I hear the tempefl: of the battle roar ! 

Clung to the fplinter’d mafts I fee the dead 
Badala’s fliores with horrid wreck befpread 5 

VOL, II. Gg Eaticala 


® ‘veteran farni on JSraziVs Alonzo de Souza. He was 

celebrated for clearing the coaft of Brazil of fcveral pirates, who were for- 
midable to that infant colony. 

f hUod-Jiamed groun d -T his is as near the original as elegance 

will allow------i<f</«A^^^ upon which Fanflxawhas thus punned, 

with no little lofs. 

Sending him home again by fTeepiag-CroJ}. 
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Baticaia inflamed by treacherous hate. 

Provokes the horrors of Badala’s fate : 

Her feas in bloody, her Ikies enwrapt in fire 
Confefs the fweeping ftorm of Souza^s ire. ■ 

No hoftile fpear now rear’d on fea or ftrand^ 

The awful feeptre graces Souza’s hand ; 

Peaceful he reigns, in counfel juft and wift , 

And glorious Cuftro now his throne fupplies : 

Caftro, the boaft of generous fame, afar 
From Dio’s ftrand fliall fway the glorious war. 

Madning with rage to view the Luflan band, 

A troop fo few, proud Dio’s towers command. 

The cruel Etliiop Moor to heaven complains, 

And the proud Perfian’s languid zeal arraigns. 

The Rumien fierce, who boafts the name of s Rome, 
With thefe confpires, and vows the Lufians’ doom. 

A thoufand 


* "'/hi RiimlsJi jitree Kvbo boajh ihe name of — — When the victories of 
the Poitu^uefe began to overfpread the Eaft, feveral Indian princes, by 
the counlels of the Moors, applied for afliftance to the Sultan of ‘Egypt 
and the Grand Sigiiior. The troops of thefe Mohammedan princes were 
in the higheft reputation for bravery, and though compofed of many dif- 
ferent nations, were known among the orientals by one common name. 
Ignorance delights in the marvellous. The hiftory of ancient Rome made 
the fame figure among the Eaftcriis, as that of the fabulous or heroic ages, 
docs with us, with this difference, it was better believed. The Turks of 
Romania and Egv'pt pretended to be the defeendants of the Roman Con- 
querors, and the Indians gave them and their auxiliaries the name of 
Rumes, or Romans. It has been faid that the who arc now feat- 
tered over Europe, w'cre, about four or five centuries ago, driven by war 
fiom Egypt and Syria. The name by which, in their dialed, they call 
thcmfclves, Rumeteb^ QX Rumetchln^ favours this' opinion. 
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A tlioufand barbarous nations join their powers 
To bathe withLuiian blood the Dion towers. 

Dark rolling flieets, forth belch’d from brazen wombs. 
And bored, like fliowering clouds, with hailing bombs. 

O’er Dio^s fky fpread the black fliades of death ; 

The mine’s dread earthquakes fliake the ground beneath. 
No hope, bold Mafcarene, mayll: thou refpire, 

A glorious fall alone, thy juft deiire. 

When lo, his gallant fon brave Caftro fends 

Ah ! heaven what fate the haplefs youth attends ! 

In vain the terrors of his faulchion glare 5 
The cavern’d mine burfts, high in pitchy air 
Rampire and fquadron whirl’d convulilve, borne 
To heaven, the hero dies in fragments torn. 

His loftieft bough though fall’n, the generous fire 
His living hope devotes with Roman ire. 

On wings of fury flies the brave Alvar 
Through oceans howling with the wintery war. 

Through fkies of fnov7 his brother’s vengeance bears ; 

And foon in arms the valiant fire appears : 

Before him victory fpreads her eagle-wing 
Wide fweeping o’er Cambaya’s haughty king. 

In vain his thundering courfers fliake the ground, 

Cambaya bleeding of his might’s laft wound. 

G g 2 Sinks 

Kl lope^ hold Mafearenff,—T\\Q commander of Diu, or Bio, during 
this fjc^e, one cf the in oft memorable in the Portuouefe liiftory. 
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Sinks pale in duft ; fierce Hydal-Kan i in vain 
Wakes war on war j he bites his iron chain. 

O’er Indus’ banks, o’er Ganges’ fmiling vales 
No more the hind his plunder’d field bewails : 

O’er every field, O peace, thy bloflbms glow. 

The golden blcSbms of thy olive bough j 
Firm bafed on wifdom’s laws great Caftro crowns,. 

And the wide Eaft the Lufian empire owns. 

Thefe warlike chiefs, the fons of thy renown. 

And thoufands more, O Vasco^ doom’d to crown’ 

Thy glorious toils, fliall through thefe feas unfold 
Their viclor-ftandards blazed with Indian gold ; 

And 

5 ibres IlyJal ^aw.—Thc title of the lords or princes of Decan, wKo 
in their wars with the Portuguefc have fometimes brought 400,000 men 
into the field. The prince here mentioned, after many revolts, was at 
iai'l finally fubdued by Don John de Caftro, the fourth viceroy of India, 
'-^ithwhofe reign our poet judicioufly ends the prophetic Ton Aibiiquerque 
laid the plan, and Caftio completed the fyllem of the Portuguefe em- 
pire in tlie Eaft. It is with propriety therefore that th >, prophecy given to 
nama is here ilimmcd up. Nor is the diferetion of Caraoens in this in- 
ftance inferior to his judgment. He is now' within a few years of his own 
limes, when he himfelf was upon the feene in India. But whatever he 
had faid of his cotemporaries would have been liable to mifeonft ruction, 
and every fentence would have beeti branded with the epithets of flattery 
or malice. A little poet would have been happy in fuch an opportunity to 
sefent his wrongs. But the filent contempt of Camcens does him true ho- 
nour. 

Ill t'nis hiOorical Tong, as ah'eady hinted, the tranfiator has been atten- 
tive, as much as he could, to throw it into thofc univeifal languages, the 
piclurcfque f.nd cUara<fteriftic, To convey the fublimeft mftruftions to 
princes, is, according to Arillotle, the peculiar province of the epic mufe. 
i'he flf iking points of view, in which the different charadfers of the go- 
vernors of India are here placed, are in the moft happy conformity to thh 
canon of the Stagirite, 
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And in the boibm of our flowery ifle, 

Embathed in joy fliall o er their labours finile* 

Their nymphs like yours, their feafl: divine the fame- 
The raptured foretafte of immortal famCc 

So fling the goddefs, while the After train 
With joyful anthem clofe the facred ftrain ; 

Though fortune from her whirling Iphere beftow 
Her gifts capricious in unconftant flow. 

Yet laureFd honour and immortal fame 
Shall ever conftant grace the Lufian narne*. 

So fling the joyful chorus, while around 
The fiiver roofs the lofty notes refound. 

The fong prophetic, and the facred feaft. 

Now jfhed the glow of ftrength through every breaft. 
When with the grace and majefty divine. 

Which round immortals, when enamoured, fhine,' 

To crown the banquet of their deathlefs fame. 

To happy Gama thus the ibvereign dame : 

O loved of heaven, what never man before. 

What wandering fcience never might* explore. 

By heaven’s high will, with mortal eyes to fee 
Great nature’s face unveil’d, is given to thee. 

Thou and thy warriors follow where I lead : 

Firm be your fteps, for arduous to the tread 
Through matted breaks of thorn and brier, beftrew’d 
With fplinter’d flint, winds the fteep flippery road. 


She 
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She fpake, :\nd fiiiiling caught the hero's handj 
And on the mountain's fummit loon they Hand 5 
A beauteous lawn with pearl enamell’d o’cr^ 

Emerald and ruby, as the gods of yore 
Had fported here. Here in the fragrant air 
A wondrous globe appear’d, divinely fair i 
Through every part the light tranfparent flow’d, 

And in the centre as the furface glow’d. 

The frame etherial various orbs compofe, 

In whirling circles now they fell, now rofe 5 
Yet never rofe ^ nor fell, for ftiii the fame 
Was every movement of the wondrous frame ; 

Each movement Hill beginning, ftill complete. 

Its author’s type, felf-poifed, perfeftion’s feat. 

Great 

In Kvhirlmg circles no’W they felly rfe, — Tet never rofe nor fell-^--’^ The 

motions of the heavenly bodies, in every fyftem, bear, at ail times, the 
fame uniform relation to each other; tliefc expreflions, therefore, arc 
ftriftiy juft. The firft relates to the appearance, the feconcl to the reality. 
Thus while to us the fun appears to go down, to more weftern inhabitants 
of the globe he appears to rife, and while he rifes to us, he is going down 
to the more caftern ;*the difference being entirely relative to the various 
parts of the earth. And in this the expreffions of our poet are equally ap- 
plicable to the Ptolemaic and Copernican fy ftems. The ancient hypothcfis 
which made our earth the centre of the univeifc, is theiyftem adopted by 
Camoens, a happinefs, in the opinion of the tranflator, to the Englifli 
J.ufiad. The new fyftem is ft) well known, that a poetical defeription of 
it would have been no novelty to tlie Engliffi reader. The other has not 
only that advantage in its favour, but this defeription is perhaps the fineft 
and fuileft that ever was given of it in poetry, that of Lucretius, 1, v. 
being chiefly argumentative, and therefore lefs piaurcfquc. 

Our author ftudied at the univerfity of Coimbra, where the ancient fyf- 
tem and other dodtrines of the Ariftotelians then, and long afterwards, 
prevailed. 
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Great Vasco thriird with reverential awe. 

And wrapt keen defire, the wonder faw. 

The goddefs markt the language of his ej’es, 

, And here, flie cried, thy largeH: wiflhi fufficCe 
Great nature’s fabric thou doft here behold^, 

Th’ ether ial pure, and elemental mould. 

In pattern liiewn complete, as nature’s God 
Ordain’d the world’s great frame his dread abode 5 
For every part the power divine pervades, 

The fun’s bright radiance and the central fliades. 

Yet let not haughty reafon’s bounded line 
Explore the boundlefs God, or where define, 

Where in himfelf in uncreated light, 

(While alibis worlds around feem’d wrapt in night,) 

He holds his loftieft ^ ftate. By primal laws 
Impofed on nature’s birth, himfelf the caufe, 

By her own miniftry through every maze 
Nature in all her walks unfeen he fways. 

Thefe fpheres ^ behold 5 the firft in wide embrace 
Surrounds the lefier orbs of various face j 

The 


A He holds his lofihjl -Called by the old phiiorophers and fclxool di- 

vines the fmjitriiim of the Deity. 

jn ^hejcfphsres According to the Peripatetics the univei*fe confift- 

cd of eleven fpheres inclofed within each other, as Fanlhaw has famili- 
arly expreifed it by a hmile which he has lent our author. The firft of 
thefe fpheres, he fays. 


——doth (as in a ne^ 

0/hxes J all the other orbs comprizc- 


In 
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The Empyrean thisj the holieft heavenj 
To the pure fpirits of the bleft is given ; 

No mortal eye its fpiendid rays may bean 
No mortal bofom feel the raptures there. 

The earlh in all her fummer pride array’d 
To this miglit feem a drear fepulchral fhade. 

Unmoved ic ftands : v;ithtn its fliining frame^j 
In motion fwifter than the lightning’s flame^ 

Swifter than fight the moving parts may fpVs 
Another fphere whirls round its rapid Iky. 

Hence motion ^ darts its force, impuliive draws* 

And on the other orbs unprefies laws : ‘ 

The 

In iheir accounts of this firft mentioned, but eleventh fphere, y/hich they* 
called the Empyrean or heaven of the bleft, the difciples of Ariftotle, 
and the Arab Moors, give a loo/e to all the warmth of imagination. And 
feveral of the chriftian fathers applied to it the deferiptions of heaven which 
are found in the holy fciipture. 

Bence monoK darts its force, — This is the tenth fphere, theftrimum x:o- 
bile of the ancient fyftem. To account for the appearances of lue heavens,, 
the Peripatetics aferibed double motion to it. While its influence drew 
the other orbs from eaft to weft, they fuppofed it had a motion of irs own 
jiom weft to eaft. To cfTeit this, the ponderous weight and in terpofition 
of the ninth fphere, or cryftalline heaven, was neceflary. 'I'he ancient 
flftronomers obferved that the ftars ihifted their places. This they called 
ihe motion of the cryftalline heai^en, exprefied by our poet at the rate of 
one pace during two hundred folar years. The famous Arab aftronomo’- 
Abulhafan, in his work entitled Meadows of Gold, calculates the revolu- 
tion of this fphere to confift of 49,000 cf our yens. But modern difeove- 
! ies have not only corrected this cakuiatiou f, but have alfb afteriained the 

rea (bn 

T However deficient the aftronomy of Ajbulhafan may be, it Is nothing 
tO the calculation of his prophet Mohammed, who tells his difciples, thac 
The ftars were each about the bignefs of anhoufe, and hung from the iLy 
on chains of gold. 
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The fun’s bright car attentive to its force 

Gives night and day, and fliapes his yearly courfe : 

Its force ftupendous a&s a pondrous Iphere 
To poife its fury and its weight ro bear: 

Slow moves that pondrous orb ; the ftifF, flow pace 
One ftep fcarce gains, while wide his annual race 
Two hundred times the fun triumphant rides ; 

The cryftai heaven is this, whofe rigour guides 
And binds the flarry o fphere : that Iphere behold. 

With diamonds fpangled, and emblazed with gold ; 

What radiant orbs that azure Iky adorn, 

Fair o’er the night in rapid motion borne ! 

Swift 


/cafon of the npparent motion of the fixt ftars. The earth is not a per- 
fect fphere ; the quantity of matter is greater at the equator ; hence the 
earth turns on her axis in a rocking motion, revolving round the axis of the 
ecliptic, which is called the proceffion of the equinoxes, and makes the 
ftars feem to (hift iheir placesat about the rate of a degree in 72 years; ac- 
cording to which all the ftars feem to perform one revolution in the fpacc of 
25,920 years, after which they return exa<flly to the fame fituation as at 
the beginning of this period. However imperfe£> in their calculations, the 
Chaldaic aftronomers perceived that the motions of the heavens compofed 
one great revolution. Tliis they called the Jtmus Miigfius^ which thofe who 
did not underftand them miftook fora reftoration of all things to their firft 
originals, and that the world was at that period to begin anew in every ref* 
pe<n:. Hence the old Egyptian notion, that every one was at the end of 
thirty- nine thoufand years to refume every circiimftauce of his prefentlife, 
to be exaiftly the fame in txcry contingency. And hence alfo the legends 
of the Bramins and Mandarins, their periods of millions of years, and the 
worlds which they tell us tire already paft, and eternally to fucceed each 
other. 

* And binds the Jiarry fpbet'e*^ — This was called the firmament or eighth 
heaven. Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, Venus, Mercury, and Diana, 
were the planets which gave name to, and thofe orbits compofed the other 
fpheresor heavens. 
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Swift as they trace the heaven’s deep circling iincj 
Whirl’d on their proper axles bright they fliinCo 
Wide o’er this heaven a golden belt difplays 
Twelve various forms 5 behold the glittering blaze ! 
Through thefe the fun in annual journey towersj 
And o’er each clime their various tempers pours^ 

In gold and filver of celeftial mine 
How rich far round the conftcllations fliine ! 

Lo, bright emerging o’er the polar tides 
In fliining frofl the northern P chariot rides : 

I’vlid trealiircd fnows here gleams the grifly bear. 

And icy hakes incriift his fiiaggy hair. 

Here fair Andromeda of heaven beloved : 

Her vengeful fire, and by the gods reproved 

Beauteous 

? Jn fmnmg fnji the -northern chariot ----Commoniy called CharlcC* 
wain. Of Califlo, or the Bear, fee the note on page 113. Andromeda 
was the daughter of Cepheus, king of Ethippia, and of Calliope, Caffiope 
iioaftcd that Ihe and her daughter weie more beautiful than Juno and the 
Nereids. Andromeda, to appeafe the gpddefs, was, at her father’s com- 
mand, chained to a rock to be devoured by a lea-monfter, but was Taved 
by Perfeus, who obtained of Jupiter that all the family Ihould be placed 
among the flats. Orion was a hunter, who, for an attempt on Diana, was 
flung to death by a ferpent. The ftar of his name portends tempefts. The 
Dogs ; fable gives this honour to thofe of different hunters. The faithful 
clog of Erigone, however, that died mad with grief for the death of Jiis 
miftrefs, has the beft title to prefide over the dog-days. The Swan ; that 
whofeform Jupiter borrowed to enjoy Leda. The Hare, when purfued by 
Orion, was faved by Mercury, and placed in heaven, to fignify that Mer- 
cury prefides over melancholy difpofitions. The lyre, with which Orpheus 
charmed Pluto, The Dragon, which guarded the golden apples of the 
Hefperides, and the Ihip Argo, complete the number of the conftcllations 
mentioned by Camoens. If our author has blended the appearance of hea- 
ven with thofe of the painted artificial fphere, it is in the manner of the 
dallies. Ovid, in particular, thus deferibes the heavens, in the fecond book 
of his Mctamorpliofes. 
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Beauteous Cafliope. Here fierce and red 
Portending ftorms Orion lifts his head ; 

And here the dogs their raging fury flied. 

The fwan — fweet mdodift ! in death he fings — 

The milder fwan here fpr cads his filver v/mgs. 

Here Orpheus’ lyre, tlie melan-. holy hare, 

A]kI here the watchful dragon’s eye-bails glare ; 

Ard Theft' as’ fliip, Oh, iefs renown’d than thiiic, 

Slrdl ever o’er tliefe lldes illuftrious flilne. 

Beneath tins radiant firmament behold 
The various planets in their orbits roil’d : 

Here in ccld twilight hoary Saturn rides, 

Here Jove fliines mild, here fiery Mars prefidcs, 

Apollo here enthroned in light appears 
The eye of heaven, emblazer of the fpheres 5 
Beneath him beauteous glows the queen of love. 

The proudeft hearts her facred influence prove j 
Here Hermes famed for eloquence divine. 

And here Diana’s various faces Chine ; 

Loweft fhe rides, and through the fhadowy night 
Pours on the gliftening earth her filver light. 

Thefe various orbs, behold, in various fpced 
Purfue the journeys at their birth decreed. 

Now from the centre far impell’d they fly. 

Now nearer earth they fail a lower Iky, 

A fhorten’d courfe ; fuch are their laws imprefl: 

By God’s dread will, that will ^ for ever beft. 

The 

^ — Imprefi by GoePs dread Though a modern narrative of bavvdy- 
houfe adventures in the South Seas by no means requires the fuppofition of a 

particular 


I 



THE LUSIAD. 


BOOK X, 


460 

The yellow earth, the centre of the whole. 

There lordly refts fuftain’d on either pole. 

The limpid air enfolds in foft embrace 

The pondrous orb, and brightens o^cr her face. 

Here 

particular providence, that fuppofition, however, is abfolutely necelTary to 
the grandeur of an epic poem. The great examples of Homer and Virgil 
prove it ; aud Camoens underftood and felt its force. While his fleet 
combat all tne horrors of iinplowed oceans, we do not view his heroes as 
idle wanderers; the care of heaven gives tlieii voyage the greatert: import- 
an^'c. When Gamu falls on his knees and fprcacis his hands to heaven on 
the dilcovery of India, wc aie prefented with a figure infinitely more noble 
isian that of the mofi iuecefsful conqueror, who is fuppofed to act under 
the influence of fataliim or chance. The human mind is confeious of its 
cvM'i wcaknefs. It experts an elevation in poetr)-, and demands a degree 
of imporfance fupciior to the caprices of unmeaning accident,. The poetical 
reader cannot admire the hero who is fubjedt to fuch blind fortuity. He 
appears to us ith an abject unintereiling littlenels. Our poetical ideas 
of permanent gteatneis demand a Gama, a hero v;hofe enterprifes and 
whofe peribn iutcreft the care of heaven and the happinefs of his people. 
Nor mud this iuppofition be confined merely to the machincr)^ The 
reafon why it pleafes alio requires that the fuppofition Ihould be uniform 
throughout the whole poem. Virgil, by dirmifiing -ffincas through the 
ivory gate of Elyfium, has hinted that all 4iis pictures of a future date 
were merely dreams, and has thus cleftroyed the liigheft merit of tbc com- 
pliment to his patron Auguftus. But Camoens has certainly been more 
happy. A fair opportunity oflTered itfclf to indulge the opinions of 
Lucretius and the Academic Grove j but Camoens, in afciibing thr gr;ycin- 

nt of the univerfe to the will of God, has not only preferved the phi- 
lotbphy of his poem pcrfeftly uniform, but has alfo flicwn tliat the Peri- 
patetic fyftem is, in this inftgnce, exaftly conformable to the Newto- 
nian. But this leads us from one defence of our author to auothcr. Wc 
ha\e fecn that the fiippofition of a providence is certainly allowable in a 
poet : nor can we think It is highly to be blamed, even in a philofopher, 
‘i’lie Principia of Nev.ton offer, what fome perhaps may edeem, a demon- 
itiation of the truth of this opinion. Matter appeared to Sir Ifaac as pof* 
felled of no property but one, the v/s inertia^ or dead inactivity. Motion, 
the centripetal and centrifugal force, appeared therefore to that great 
n.jji, as added by the agency of fomething didinft from matter, by a being 

o: 
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Here loftly floating o’er tlie aerial blue, 

Fringed with the purple and the golden hue. 

The fleecy clouds their fwelling fides difplay ; 

From whence fermented by the fulph’rous ray 

Tlie 

of other properties. And from the infinite combinations of the univerfc 
united in one great dcfigii, he inferred the omnipotence and ornnifcience 
of that primary being. 

If we admit, and who can pofiibly deny it, - that man has an idea of right 
and wrong, and a power of agency in both, he is then a morrd, or in otho.* 
words, a reafonabie agent ; a being placed in circiimflances, where his 
agency is infallibly attended with degrees of happinefs or mifery infinitely 
more real and durable than any animal fenfation. Now to liippofe thar 
the being who ha.s piovided for every want of animal nature, who has placed 
even the meanefl: infeft in its proper line, and has rendered every purpole 
of its agency or exiftcnce complete, to fuppofe that he has placed the in- 
finitely fuperior intellectual natureof man in an agency of infinitely gi eater 

conlequencc, but an agency of which he takes no fuperiutendance to 

fuppofe this, is only to fijppofe that the author of nature is a very impel - 
fe£t being. For no propofition can be more felf-evident, than that an atten- 
tion to the mcrefl comparative trifles, attended vdeh a negleCl of infinitely 
greater concerns, implies an intellcCVual imperfeCiion. Yet fome philofo- 
phers, who tell ns there never w'as an atheift, feme wlio are not only in 
raptuies with the great machinery of the univerfe, but are lofl in admira- 
tion at the admirable adaption of an oyfter-fliell to the wants of the animal ; 
fbme of thefe philofophers, with the utmoft contempt of the contiaiy 
opinion, make no fcruple to exclude the care of the Deity from any cois- 
rern in the moral world. Dazzled, perhaps, by the mathematics, the 
cafe of many a feeble intellect ; oi bewildered and benighted in ractaphy- 
fics, the cafe of many an ingenious phiiofopher ; they ereCl a ftandard of 
truth in their own minds, and utterly forgetting tliat this ftandard miift be 
founded on partial views, with the utmoft afliirance they rejeCl whatever 
does not agree with the infallibility of their beloved teft.. There is another 
caft of philofbphcrs no lefs ingenious, whofe minds, abforbed in the in- 
numerable wonders of natural enquir\', can perceive notliing but a god of 
cockle-lhells, and of grubs, turned into fauttei flies. Wil h all the arrogance 
of fuperior knowledge thefe virtaofi fmlle at the opinion which interciijs 
the Deity in the moral happinefs or mifery of man. Nay, they will 
gravely tell you, that fuch mifery or happinef* does not exiU. At cafj 

thciAfdv.i 
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Tiie lightnings blaze, and heat fpreads wide and rare 5 
And now in fierce embrace with frozen air, 

Their wombs compreft foon feel parturient throws. 

And white wing’d gales bear wide the teeming fno ws. 

Thus cold and heat their warring empires hold, 

A verfe yet mingling, each by each controlled , 

The 

themfclves in iheit elbow chairs, they cannot conceive there is fuch a 
thing in the world as opprefled innocence feeling its only confolatioii in an 
appeal to heaven, and its only hope, a trull in its care. Though the author 
of nature has placed man in a ftate of moral agency, and made his happi- 
nefs or miicry to depend upon it, and though every page of human liif- 
tory is llained with the tears of injured innocence and the triumphs of 
guilt, with miferies which muft affedt a moial or thinking being, yet \vc 
have been told that “ God pcrceiveth it not, and that what mortals call 
“ moral evil vanilhes from before his more perfccl fight.” Thus the appeal 
of injured innocence, and the tear of bleeding virtue fall unregarded, un- 
worthy of the attention of the Beityf. Yet with what raptures do thefc 
enlarged virtuofi behold the infinite wifdom and care of their 
their god of flies, in the admirable and various provifion he had made for 
the prefervation of the eggs of vermin, and the generation of maggots. 

Ivluch more might be faid in proof that our poet’s philofophy docs not 
altogether deierve ridicule. Ard thofc who allow a general but deny a par- 
ticular providence, will, It is hoped, excufc Camoens, on the confideration, 
that if we efiiinaLe a general moral providence by analogy of that providence 
w'liich prefidcs over vegetable and animal nature, a more particular one 
cannot pofliLIy be wanted. If a particular providence, however is ftill denied, 
another confideration obtrudes itlclf ; if one pang of a moral agent is unre- 
garded, one tear oc injured innecence left to faU unpitied by the Deity, if 
Liiht h Dwinu ^oientia reyus, the confequcncc is that the human 

concepLon can form an idea of a much better God : and it may modeflly be 
pfeiumed we may hazard the laugh of the wilcfl philofopher, and without' 
IciupiC aiiert, that it is impofiibletnat a created mind Ihould conceive an. 
idea of perfection, fuperior to that which isabfolutely pojfTctred by the crea- 
tor and author of exigence. 

f Perhaps, like Lucretius, Ibme philolbphers think this would be too 
muen to the Deity. Bui the idea of trouble to the divine nature, 

IS much the fame as another argument of the lame philofopher, w'ho hav- 
ing allertea, that before the creation the gods could not know what diife- 
rent Iceds would produce, from thence wifely concludes, that the world 
v'as made by chance. 
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The higheil: air and ocean’s bed they pierce, 

And earth’s dark centre feels their ftrugglcs fiercco 

The feat of man, the earth’s fair breaft, behold j 
Here wood-crown’d illands wave their locks of gold. 

Here fpread wide continents their bofoms green, 

And hoary ocean heaves his breaft between. 

Yet not th’ inconftant ocean’s furious tide 
May fix the dreadful bounds of human pride. 

What madning feas between thefe nations roar ! 

Yet Lufus’ hero-race fliall vifit every fliore. 

What thoufand tribes whom various cuftoms fway. 

And various rites, thefe countlefs fhores difplay ! 

Queen of the world, fupreme in fliining arms, 

Hers every art, and hers all wifdom’s charms, 

Each nation’s tribute round her foot-ftool fpread, 

Here chriftian Europe lifts the regal head, 

Afric s beliold, alas, what alter’d view ! 

Her lands uncultur’d, and her fons untrue ; 

Ungraced with all that fweetens human life, 

Savage and fierce they roam in brutal ftrife ; 

Eager tlicy grafp the gifts which culture yields, 

Y et naked roam their own neglefted fields. 

To, 

V Hera Chrijlian MuTopt~Vh Europa C/jrjJian.’^As Europe is already 
deferibed in the third Lufiad, this fliort account of it has as great propriety, 
as the manner of it has dignity. 

* Jfric This juft and ftrongly piaurefquc defeription of Africa 

is finely contrafted with the charafter of Europe. It coxitains alfoa maf- 
tcrly compliment to the expedition of Gama, which is all along reprefented 
as the harbinger and dlffiifer of the blefiings of civilization. 
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Lo, here enrich’d with hills of golden ore, 

Monomotapa’s empire hems the fhore. 

There round the cape, great Afric’s dreadful bound 
Array’d in florms, by you firfl: compafs’d round ; 
UnnumberVl tribes as beftial grazers ftray, 

By laws unform’d, unform’d by reafon’s fway ; 

Far inward ftretch the mournful fteril dales, 

Where on the parch’d hill fide pale famine wails« 

On gold in vain the naked favage treads j 
Low clay built huts, behold, and reedy Iheds, 

Their dreary towns. Gonfalo’s * zeal fliall glow 
To thefe dark minds the path of light to Ihcw : 

His toils to humanize the barbarous mind 
Shall with the martyr’s palms his holy temples bind. 

Great Naya u too flxall glorious here dilplay 
His God’s dread might : behold, in black array. 
Numerous and thick as when in evil hour 
The feather’d race whole harveft fields devour 5 
So thick, fo numerous round Sofala’s towers 
Her barbarous hords remoteft Afric pours. 

In 

^Gonfalos zealjhall gto-w. Gonfalo deSylveyra, a Portuguefe Jefuit, 

3[555> Med from Lifbon on a miifion to Monomotapa. His labours 
were at firft fuctefsful ; but ere he elFeaed any regular eftabli/bment he was 
murdered by the barbarians. Cajiera abridged. 

^ Great Naya too Don Pedro de Naya In 1505 he ereded a fort 

in the kingdom of Sofala, which is fubjea: to ri'Ionomotapa. Six thoufand 
Aioors and Cafres laid fiege to this garrifon, which he difended with only 
thirty-five men. After having fevcral times fufflred by unexpected fallies, 
the barbarians fled, exclaiming to their king, that he had led them to fight 
againlt God. See Faria. 
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In vain ; heaven’s vengeance on their fouls imprefts 
They fly, wide fcatter’d as the driving mill:. 

Lo, Quama there, and there the fertile Nile, 

Curft with that gorging fiend the crocodile, 

Wind their long .way: the parent lake behold. 

Great Nilus’ fount, unfeen, unknown of old. 

From whence difilifing plenty as he glides, 

Wide Abyflinia’s realm the ftream divides. 

In Abyflinia ^ heaven’s own altars blaze. 

And hallowedr anthems chant Mefliah’s praife. 

In Nile’s wide breaft the ifle of Meroe fee! 

Near thefe rude fliores an hero Ipruiig from thee, 

VoL. II. H h Thy 


® In Ah^nia heamris own altars was planted here 

in the iirft century, but mixed with many Jewifli rites unufed by other Chril^ 
tians of the Eaft, This appears to give fome countenance to the preten- 
fions of their emperors, who claim their defeent from Solomon and the 
queen of Sheba, and at lead reminds us of Acts 8. ay. where we are told, 
that the treafurer of the queen of Ethiopia came to worlhip at Jerulalem. 
Innumerable monafteries, we are told, are in this country. But the clergy- 
are very ignorant, and the laity grofs barbarians. Much has been faid of 
the hill Amara, 

Where Abyffin kings their ifliie guard— 

— _ _ — by fome fuppofed 
True Paradife, under the Ethiop line 
By Niius head, inclofod with Ihining rock, 

A whole day’s journey high. Milton. 

and where, according to Urreta, a Spanifli Jefoit, is the library founded by 
the queen of Sheba, and encreafod with all thofe writings, of which we 
have either pofleffion or only tlie names. The works of Noah, and the 
lectures on the mathematics which Abraham read in the plains of Mamre, 
arc here. And fo many are the volumes, that %oo monks are employed as 
librarians. It is neediefs to add, that Father Urreta is a fecond Sir John 
Mandevylle. 
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Thy fon, s brave Gama, fliall his lineage flicw 
In glorious triumpjis o’er the Paynim foe. 

There by the rapid Ob, her friendly breaft 
Melinda fpreads, thy place of grateful reft. 

Cape Aromata there the gulpli defends, 

Where by the Red Sea wave great Afric ends. 

Illiiftrious Suez, feat of heroes old, 

Famed Hierapolis, high-tower’d, behold. 

Here Egypt’s ftielter’d fteets at anchor ride, 

And hence in fquadrons fweep the eaftern tide. 

And lo, tlic waves that aw’d by Mofes’ rod, 

While the dry bottom Ifrael’s armies trod, 

On either hand roll’d back their frothy might. 

And flood like hoary rocks in cloudy height. 

Here Alia, rich in every precious mine. 

In realms immenfe, begins her v/edern line. 

Sinai behold, whole trembling cliffs of yore 
In fire and darknefs, deep pavilion’d, bore 

^nxe 


Thfon, Lra^je .When Don Stephen de Gama was governor of 

India, the Chriltian Emperor and Emprefs-mother of Ethiopia, folicited 
the affiftance of the Portiigucfe agaiuft the ufurpations of the Pagan king 
of Zeyla. Don Stephen fent his brother Don Chriftoval with 500 men. 
The prodigies of their valour aftonifhed the Ethiopians. But after having 
twice defeated the tyrant, and reduced his great army to the laft extremity, 
Don Chriftoval, urged too far by the irapetuofity of his youthful valour, 
was taken pvifoner. He was brought before the ulurper, and put to 
death in the moft cruel manner. Waxed threads were twifted with his 
beard and afterwards fet on fire. He was then dipped in boiling wax, and 
at leaft beheaded by the hand of the tyrant. The Portuguefe eftcem him 
a martyr, and fay that his torments and death were inflicted bccaufe he 
■»vould not renounce the faith. See Faria y Soufa, 
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The Hebrews’ God, whiie day with awful brow 
Gleam’d pale on Ifrael’s wandering tents below^ 

The pilgrim now the lonely hill afcends, 

And when the evening raven homeward bends. 

Before the virgin-martyr’s ^ tomb he pays 
His mournful vefpers and his vows of praife. 

Gidda behold, and Aden’s parch’d domain 
Girt by Arzira’s rock, where never rain 
Yet fell from heaven; where never from the dale 
The cryftal rivulet murmured to the vale. 

The three Arabias here their breads unfold, 

Here breathing incenfe, here a rocky wold ; 

O’er Dofar’s plain the richeft incenfe breathes, 

That round the facred fhrine its vapour wreathes ; 

Here the proud war deed glories in his force, 

As fleeter than the gale he holds the courfe. 

Here, with his fpoufe and houlhold lodged in wains, 

The Arab’s camp fliifts wandering o’er the plains. 

The merchant’s dread, what time from eaftern foil 
His burthen’d camels feek the land of Nile. 

H h 2 Here 


• Before the virglri’-martyr s tomb, — He muft be a dull reader indeed who 
cannot perceive and rclifh the amazing variety which prevails in our poet. 
In every page it appears. In the hiltoricai narrative of wars, where it is 
moft neceflary, yet from the famenefs of the fubjefl, mofl: difficult to at- 
tain, our author always attains it with the moii: graceful e?fc. In the do 
feription of countries he not only follows the .manner of Homer and Virgil, 
not only diftinguilhes cadi region by its moft flriklng charade riftic, but he 
alfb diverfifies his geography with other incidents introduced by the men- 
tion of the place. St. Catharine, Virgin and Martyr, according to Ro- 
mifh hiftories, was buried on Sinai, where u cliapcl Aviiich bears her name 
itill remains. 
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Here Rofalgate and Fartliac ftrctch their arms. 

And point to Ornniz, f.uned for war’s alarms 5 
Ormuz, decreed full oft to quake with dread 
Beneath the LuCan heroes’ lioftile tread. 

Shall fee the Turkifn moons with daughter gor’d 
Shrink from the lightning of De Branco’s * fword. 

There on the gulph that laves the Perfian Ihore, 

Far through the furges bends Cape Afabore. 

There Barem’ s x ifle ; her rocks with diamonds blaze^ 
And emulate Aurora’s glittering rays. 

From Barem’s lliore Euphrates’ flood is feeri, 

> And Tygris’ waters, tVirough the waves of green 
In yellowy currents many a league extend. 

As with the darker waves averfc they blend. 

Lo, Perfia there her empire wide unfolds ! 

In tented camp his ftate the monarch holds : 

Her warrior fons difdain the arms of y fire. 

And with the pointed fteel to fame afpire j 

Their 

^ Braiico^s fivoril,—^on Pedro do Caftel-Branco. He obtained z 

groat victory, near Ormuz, over the combined fleets of the Moors, Turks^ 
and Perflans. 

* The ifland of Baiem is iituated in the Perfian 

gulph, near the influx of the Euphrates and Tygris. It is celebrated for 
the plenty, variety, and lineneJs of its diamonds. 

Her warrior fons difdain the ar)ns of fire, T his was the charafter of the 

Perfians when Gama arrived in the Eaft. Yet though they thought it 
diflionourable to ufe the mufleet, they efteemed it no di/grace to rufli from 
a thicket on an unarmed foe. This reminds one of the fpirit of the old 
romance. Orlando having taken the firft invented cannon from the king 
of Friza, throws it into the fea with the moft heroic execrations. Yet the 
heroes of chivalry think it no dilgrace to take every advantage afforded by 
invuhierable hides, and inchanted armour. 
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Their fpringy Moulders itretching to the blow. 

Their fwecpy fabres hew the ilirieking foe* 

There Gcrum’s ifle the hoary ruin wears 
Where Time has trod : there jfhali the dreadful fpears 
Of Soufa and Menezes ftrew the fhore 
With Perhan fabres, and embathe with gore, 

Carpella’s cape, and fad Carmania’s ftrand, 

There parch’d and bare their dreary waftes expand, 

A fairer landfcape here delights the view ; 

From thefe green hills beneath the clouds of blue. 

The Indus and the Ganges roll the wave. 

And many a fmiling field propitious lave. 

Luxurious here Ulcinda’s harvefts fmile. 

And here, difdainful of the feaman’s toil, 

The whirling tides of Jaquet furious roar ; 

Alike their rage when fwelling to the fliore. 

Or tumbling backward to the deep, they force 
The boiling fury of their gulphy courfe : 

Againfl: their headlong rage nor oars nor fails, 

The ftemming prow alone, hard toiled, prevails, 
Cambaya here begins her wide domain j 
A thoufiind cities here fliall own the reign 

Of 


® ^bere Geyiwi's ijle the hoary ruin wears, where time has 
ing on the ruins which are founci on this ifland, the rmtives pretend that the 
Armuzia of Pliny and Strabo was here fituated. But this is a miftakc, for 
that city flood on the continent. The Moors, however, have built a city 
in this ifle, which they call by the ancient Jjame. 
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OfLifbOa’s morxarchs: He who firft fliall crown 
Thy ^labours, Gam A3 here fliall boafl; his own. 

The lengthening fea that wafties India's ftrand 
And laves the cape that points to Ceylon’s land^ 

(The Taprobanian iilc, renown’d of yore) 

Shall fee his enUgns blaze from fliore to Ihore. 

Behold how many a realm array’d in green 
The Ganges’ fhore and Indus’ bank between ! 

Here tribes urmumber’d and of various lore 
With woeful penance hcnd-like fliapes adore 5 
Some Macon’s orgle<3 ail confefs the fway 
Of rites that fliunj like trembling ghofts, the day* 
Narfmga’s fair domain behold ; of yore 
Here fhone the gilded towers of Meliapore. 

Here India’s angels weeping o’er c the tomb 
Where Thomas fleeps, implore the day to come, 

The 

* Us tvho JrrJl JhaUcroiifi ihy L'ihursy Pedro dc Cdbral, of whom 

ile the preface, 

•» Seme Macotis Macon, a name of Mecca, the biith place of 

Mohammed. 

« _ theiomh ivhtre --There are, to talk in the Indian 

llyle, a caj of gentlemen, whofe hearts are all impartiality and candour to 
every religion, except one, the moft moral one which ever the world knew. 
A tale of a Brahmin or a pric'd of Jupiter would to them appear worthy of 

poetry. But to introduce an apoille Common feufe, however, will 

prevail ; and the epifode of St. Thomas will appear to the true critic equal 
in dignity and propi-iety. In propriety, for 

To renew and complete the labours of the apoHlc, the mellciiger of hea- 
ven, is the great defigu of the hero of the poem, and of the future miffi- 
ons in confequence of the difeoveries which are the fubjeil of it. 

The Chriftians of St, Thomas, found in Malabar on the arrival of Gama, 
v?;e have akeady mentioned in the preface: but fonie tui ther account of 

that 
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The day foretold when India’s utmoll: lliore 
Again fhall hear MeSah’s blifsful lore., 

By 


that fubje£r will certainly be agreeable to the curious. The jefuit mi/no- 
iiaries have given moil: pompous acccunts of the Chriftian antiquities of In- 
dia and China. When the Portugiielc arrived in India, the head of the 
Malabar Chriflians, named Jacob, Triicd himfclf Metropolitan of India and 
China. And a Chaidaic breviary f of tlic Indian Chrlftians oiTers praife 
to God for fending St. Thomas to India and China. In 16:^5, in digging 
for a foundation near Siga 7 ifu^ metropolis of the province of was 

found a ftonc with a crofs on it, full of Chinefe, and fome Syriac charac- 
ters, containing the names of biOiops, and an account of tiie Chriftian re- 
ligion, “ that it was brought from Jadea; that having been weakened, it 
was renewed under the reign of the great ‘2W,” (cir. A. D. 630.) But 
tlie Chriftians, fay the jefuits, liding with the Tartars, cir. A, D. laoo, 
u’cre extirpated by the Chinefe. la 1543, F.’nidud Fhih, obferviag fome 
yuins near Peking, was told by the people, that 300 years before, a holy 
man, wdio worlhippeJ jefus Chrift, born of a virgin, lived there; and be- 
ing murdered, was thrown into a river, but his body would not link ; and 
foon after the city was deftroyed by an earthquake. The fanje Jefuit found 
people at Caminam who knew the doGrines of Chriftianity, w hich they faid 
were preached to their fathers by John the difciple of 'i'homas. In 1635, 
fome heathens by night paffing through a village in the province of Fokien, 
faw fome ftones which emitted light, under which were found the figure of 
• crofies. From China, St. Thomas returned to Mcliapore in Malabar, at a 
time when a prodigious beam of timber floated on the fea near the coaft. 
The king endeavoured to bring itafhore, but ail the foiceof men and ele- 
phants w'as in vain, St. Thomas dclired leave to build a church with it, and 
immediately dragged it to fhore with a Angle thread. A church was built, 
and the king baptized. This enraged the Biahmins, the chief of whom kill- 
ed his own fon, and acenfed Thomas of the murder. But the faint, by re- 
Iloring the youth to life, difeovered the wickednefs of Iris enemies. He was 
afterwards killed by a lance while kneeling at the altar ; after, according to 
tradition, he had built 3300 ftately churches, many of which were rebuilt, 
cir. 800, by an Armenian, named Thomas Cannaneus. In 1533, the body 
of the apoftle, with the head of the lance bofide him, was found in hU 

church 

■j* The exiftence of this breviary is a certain fack. Thefc Chriflians bad^ 
the feripture alfo m the Chaidaic language. 
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By Indus’ banks the holy prophet trod. 

And Ganges heard him preach the Saviour God 5 
Where pale difeafe erewhile the cheek cenfumed. 

Health at his word in raddy fragrance bloom’d ; 

The gi“ave’s dark womb his awful voice obey’d. 

And to the cheerful day reftored the dead : 

By 


church by I). Dunrtc de Alciiofcs; and la 1558 was by D. ConHantinede 
Braganza removed to Goa. To thelb ac(ounls, fekclcd from Faria y Soufa^ 
let two from Oibrius tc aclvbji. AVhcfi iclartin Alonzo do Souza was vice- 
rovj ibme brazen tables were bioagbt to lam, iuferibed with unufual charac- 
ters, which were explained by a learned Tow, and imported that St- Tho- 
mas liad built a church in Meliaporc. And by an account font to Cardinal 
Hejii’ico, by the Bp, of Cochin, in 1563, when the Porfcuguefe repaired 
the ancient chapel of St, Thomas, f there was found a {lone crofs with fc- 
veral cbaiaders on it, which the be ft antiquarians could not interpret, till 
at latl a Braliinin tranfiatecl it, “ That in the reign of Sagam, Thomas was 
Tent by the Son of God, whole difciplc he was, to teach the law of heaven 
in India ; that he built a churcii, and was killed by a Biamin at the altar.*’' 
A view of Portuguefe Afia, which muft include the labours of the Jofuits, 
forms a ncceliary part in the comment on the lailiad : This note, there- 
fore, aU'd fume obvicu" refleilicns upon it, arc in place. It is as eafy to 
bury an infcriptlon and hnd it again, as it is to mvent a filly tale; but 
though lufpicion of fraedon the one hand, ami fifty abfurdity on the other, 
lead us to delphe the authority of the Jefuits, yet one fa^l remains indif- 
putable. Chiiftianity had been much better known in the Eaft, Icveral 
centuries before, than it was at the arrival of Gama. Where the name 
was unknown, and where the Jclliits were unconcerned, crofles were found* 
The long cxiftence of the Chriftians of St. Thomas in themidft of a vaft 
Pagan empire, proves that the leariied of that empire muft have fomc 
knowledge of their clo<ruines. And ihcle fa<fts give countenance to ibme 
material ccnjeciures toncerniug the rclij^lon of the Brahmins. Porthefe wc 
{bail give fcope immediaiely. 


^ t This was a very ancient building, in the very firft ftyle of Chrillian 
churches. The Poituguelc have now disfigured it with their repairs and 
new buildings. 
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By heavenly power he rear’d the facred fhrine. 

And gain’d the nations by his life divine* 

The priefts of Brahma’s hidden rites beheld, 

And envy’s bittereft gall their bofoms fwell’d. 

A thoufand deathful fnares in vain they fpread ; 

When now the chief that wore the triple ^ thread. 

Fired 

^ When no<zv ihe chief •who tvore ihc triple thread,-— this, thus Oforius ; 

^erna ftla ah humero dextero in latus JiwJlnm gerimtf ut dejlgnent trinam in na- 
ii/ra dvoina rationem^' They f ihe Brahmins ) wear three threads, which reach 
from the right (hoiilder to the left fide, as fignificaiit of the trinal diftinc- 
tion in the divine nature.’* That fome fefts of the Brahmins wear a fym- 
bolical teflera of three threads, is acknowledged on alllrands; but fioni 
whatever the cuftom arofe, it is not to be fuppofed that the Brahmins, who 
have thoufands of ridiculous contradictory legends, fliould agree in their 
accounts or explanations of it. Faria fays, that according to the facred 
books of the Malabiians, the religion of the Brahmins proceeded from filh- 
ermen, who left the charge of the temples to their fucceflbis, on condition 
they ftiould wear fome threads of their nets, in remembrance of their ori- 
ginal. Their accounts of a divine perfon having affumed human nature are 
innumerable. And the God Brahma, as obferved by Cudworth, is gene- 
rally mentioned as united in the government of the nniverfe with two 
others, fometimes of different names. They have alfo images with three 
heads rifing out of one body, which they lay reprefent the divine nature. 
The Platonic idea of a Tiinity of divine attributes was well known to the 
ancients, before the various imitations of Chriftian mythology cxifted ; and 
every nation has a trinity of fuperior deities. Even the wild Americans 
had their Otcony Mtjfou, zwA Atahauta ; ^et perhaps the Athanafian con- 
troverly offers a fairer field to the conjefturift. That controverl^' for feve- 
[ral ages engrofled the converfation of the Eaft. All the fubtilty of the 
Greeks was called forth, and no fpeculative conteft was ever more univer- 
fally or warmly difputed ; fo warmly, that it is a certain faft that Moham- 
med, by inlerting into his Koran fome declarations in favour of the Anans, 
gained innumerable profelytes to his new religion. Abyflinia, Egypt, 
Syria, Perfia, and Armenia, were perplexed with this unhappy difpiite, 
and from the eatUeft times thefe countries have had a commercial inter- 
courfe with India. And certain it is, the Brahmin theology has undergone 
confiderable alterations, of much later date than the Chriftian cera. See 
the Enquiry, &c. end of Lufiad VII. 



474 


THE LUSIAD. 


BOOK 2 .. 


Fired by the rage that gnaws the conicious breaft 
Of holy fraud, when worth lliincs forth confelt, 

Hell he invokes, nor hell in vain he fucs ; 

His foil’s life-gore his wither’d hands imbrues 5 
Then bold allarning the vindiflivc ire. 

And all the padions of the woful fire. 

Weeping he bends before the Indian throne, 

Arraigns the holy man, and walls his fon : 

A band of hoary prieds atteft the deed, 

And India’s king condemns the feer to bleed. 

Infpired by heaven the holy vidlim ftands, 

And o’er the murder’d corfe extends his hands, 

In God’s dread power, ^ thou flaughter’d youth, arife. 
And name thy murderer ; aloud he cries. 

When, dread to view, the deep wounds inftant clofe, 
And frefh in life the flaughter’d youth arofe, 

And named his treacherous fire ; the confeious air 
Quiver’d, and awful horror raifed the hair 
On every head. From Thomas India’s king 
The holy fprinkling of the living fpring 
Receives, and wide o’er all his regal bounds 
The god of Thomas every tongue refounds. 

Long taught the holy feer the words of life : 

The priefts of Brahma ftill to deeds of ftrife, 

So boiled tlieir ire, the blinded herd irapeilM, 

And high to deathful rage their rancour {well’d. 

’Twas Oil a day, when melting on his tongue 
Heaven’s offer’d mercies glow’d, the impious throng 

Rifing 
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Rifing in madning tempeft round him. fliower’d 
The fplinter’d flint*, in vain the flint was pour’d. 

But heaven had now his nniui’d labours feal’d , 

His angel guards withdraw tli’ ethereal fliield ; 

A Bramin’s javelin tears his holy breafl: 

All heaven, what woes the widowed land expreft ! 

Thee, Thomas, ^ thee, the plaintive Ganges mourn’d. 
And Indus’ banks the murmuring moan return’d ; 

O’er every valley where thy footfteps ftray’d. 

The hollow winds the gliding fighs convey’d. 

What woes the mournful face of India wore, 

Thefe woes in living pangs his people bore. 

His fons, to whofc illumined minds he gave 
To view the rays that fliine beyond the grave. 

His paftoral fons bedew’d his corfe with tears ; 

While high triumphant through the heavenly fpheres. 
With fongs of joy the fmiling angels wing 
His raptured fpirit to th’ eternal king. 

O you, the followers of the holy feer, 

Foredoom’d the fhrines of heaven’s own lore to rear, 

You 


* ^hee^ ‘Thomas^ ihse, the plauitvoe Ganges The verlificaiion of 

the original is here exceedingly 6nc. Even thole who arc unacquainted 
-witli the Portuguefe may perceive it. 

Choraradte Thome, o Gange, o Indo, 

Choroutc toda a terra, que pilafte ; 

Mas niais te choiio as ahnas, que voftlndo 
Sc hiao da Saula Te, que Uie enfinafte ; 

Mas os anjos de ceo cantando, 5c riiido. 

Te iceebem iia gloria " 
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You fcnt by heaven his Libours to rene^Vj 
Like Alim, ye Lufians, fimpleft trutli ^ purfue. 

Vain 

^ LMeh'n}!^ yc L :f.ansyfirfipUjl trulU pj, fiic,’- — 1 1 is now tlic time to luni np 
what h:i5 been faU of the Ubonrs of the jefuits. Diametrlcallv oppoiifc 
CO ibis alvicc v.ar. their conduct in every Afialic country where they pre- 
tendeJ to j-Ji-opagnie the ^gofpei. Sometimes vve find an individual fincere 
and pit Hi", »;ut the ^reat principle which always aftiiatod them as an united 
body was the jait oi powvx* and iccu.a" oinolument, the poflefiion of which 
they thoui'ltt cottul not he lictler fecured, than by rcndLiiiig themfelvcs of 
the tiinioit imrorUnee to l he ice of Rome- Befoic the inftitution of the 
ibdety of Jefus, the Poituguefe pfiefts gave evident proofs of their fincerity, 
and CubiloDCz, who came to India as father confeflbr to Gama, was inde- 
fatigalde in his labours to conv'Cit the Indians. Sut when the Jelliils arrived 
aliout fifty years after, a new method was piirfued. Wherever they 
came, their firic ca^'c was to find what wejc the great objcdls of the fear 
and adoraiiisu of people. If the Sun was efteemccl the giver of life, Je- 
fns Chiirc was the fi>a of that luminary, and they were his younger bre- 
thren, fent to inLlrurr the ignorant. If the barbarians were in dread of 
evil fpirits, jefus ChriQ came on purpore to hanilli them from the world, 
had driven them from Europe f, and the jefuitf* were lent to the Eafl: to 
complete his unUnilhed milfion. If the Indian converts dill retained a ve- 
neration for the powder of burned co\v-d«mg, the Jefuits made the fign of 
the ciofs over ii, anct the Indian beimcaied himfclf with it as ufual. Hea- 
ven, or univcriai matter, tliey told the Chincfc, was the God of the Chrif^ 
tie ns, and the laci ificxs of Confucios were foie mn bed in the churches of 
ihc J'i.bits. This worfijip of Confucius, Voltaire (Gen. Hift.) with hi, 
a^cur^cy denif's. But he ought to have know’n, that this, with the 
wo/fhip cf Ti'n or Heaven, had been long complained of at the court of 
Rome, (fee Diipin ) and ^ hat after the ftridteii" ferutiny the charge was fully 
proved, ap.d Clement Xi. in £703, ferit Caidinal Toiinion to the fmall re- 
mains of the Je'idls hi the EafI with a papal decree to reform thefe abnfts, 
But The Clarriniii, foon after his arrival, was poiionedin Siam by liie holy 
fati'icis. Xaviei , and the other Jefuits who fucceeded him, by the dextrous 

ufe 

i Thi* trifle, it is laid, has been played in America within theie twenty 
vfars, v.'here ihc' n(;tion of evil fpuits gives the poor Indians their grcatclt 
mift'iy. The Pnmeh Jelhits told the iix nations, that Jeliis Chiill u.is a 
IVenchman, and had driven all evil da.'moiis from France; that he ha<i a 
love for the Indians, whom he intended aifo to deliver, hut taking Eng- 
land in his way, he was crucified by the wicked Londoners. ^ 
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Vain is the impious toil with borrow’d grace^ 

To deck one feature of her angel face ; 

Behind 


die of the great maxims of their mafin. r Loyala, el ownla 

mztnda gained innumerable piofclytes. They contratliclc<l none of 

the favourite opinions of their converts, they only bapi i-sed, and gave them 
crucifixes to wovfhip, and all was well. But iheir zeal in uniting to the See 
of Rome the ChriRians found in the Eaft defeended to the muiuteft parti- 
culars. And the native Chriflians of Malabar were fo violently peifecuted 
as fchifmatics, that the heathen princes, during the government of Ataide, 
(fee Geddes, Hift. of Malab.) piofellcd their defence, as a caufe of hoRi- 
Sity. Abyilinia, by the fame arts, was fteeped in blood, and two or three 
emperors loft their lives in endeavonring to eftablilh the Pope’s fuprcmacy. 
An order at Lift was given from the throne, to hang every millionary 
without trial, wherever apprehended ; the emperor himfclf complaining 
that he could not enjoy a day in quiet for the intrigues of the Romifh fri- 
ars. In China alfo they foon rendered themfclvcs infufferable. Their 
(kill in mathematics and the depc.idcnt arts introduced them to great favour 
at court, but all their cunning could not conceal their villainy. Their 
unwillingnefs to ordain the natives raifed fufpicions agaiufta proicfTIon thus 
monopolized by ftrangers; their earneft zeal in amafling riches, and their 
interference with, and deep defigas on jftcuiar power, the fatal rock on 
which they have fo often been fhipwrecked, appeared, and their chuicbes 
were levelled with the ground. About 90,000 of the new converts, toge- 
ther with their teachers, were maflacred, and their religion was prohibited. 
In Japan the rage of government even exceeded that of China; and in ailu- 
fiun to their chief obje£t of adoration, the crofs, fcveral of the Jeluit fa- 
thers were crucified by the Japonele, and the revival of the Clirifthii name 
was inteidiifted by the fevereft laws. Thus, in a great meafure, ended in 
the Eaft the laijours of the fociety of Ignatius Loyala, a fidety which might 
iiave diifufed the grealeft blefiings to mankiml, could honefty liavc been 
added to their great learning and abilities. Had that zeal which laboured 
to promote the inteiefts of their own brotherhood and the Roman See, had 
that indefatigable zeal been employed in the real intereft of humanity and 
civilization, the great deiign of diifufing the law of heaven, cliallonged by 
its author as the purpofc of the Lufiad, would have been ain])iy coinpletcd, 
and the remoteft hords of Tartary and Africa ere now hud been happily 
civilized. But though the jeluits have failed, they have afforded a noble 
leflbn to mankind. 

Though 



478 THE LUSIAD, 

Behind the vciPs broad glare flie glides awayj 
And leaves a rotten form of lifelcfs painted clay. 
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Much have you view’d of future Lulian reign ; 

r.. 

Broad empires yet and kingdoms wide remain. 


Scenes 


Though forlified with all the brazen mounds 
I'hat art can roar, and watchM by eagle eyes. 

Still will fomc rotten part betray the ftriifture 
That is not bafed on fimplc honefty. 

It miifl: be confeflTed, however, that the manners of the Geiitoos form a 
snoft formidable harrier againtt the introdudion of a new religion. While 
the four great tribes of India continue in their prefent principles, intercom- 
munity of worfhip cannot take place among thcm» The Hallachores arc 
the mere rabble, into which the delinquents of the font tribes are degraded 
by excommunication. It is among thefe only, fays Scrafton, that the po- 
piih miffionaries have had any fuccefs. Urbana Cerri, in his account of 
the Catholic religion, mentions a Jefuit named Robertas de Nobili, who 
preached that every one ought to remain in his own tribe, and by that 
means made many converts. He alfo propofed to ereft a feminary of 
Chriftian Brahmins. But the Holy See dilapproved of this defign, and 
defeated his labours. Jealoufy of the fecular arts of the Portuguefe, was 
alfo a powerful preventative of the labours of their priefts. A Spaniard 
being afleed by an Indian king, how his Spanifli majefty was able to fubdue 
fuch immenle countries as they boallcd to belong to him : The Don ho- 
neftly anlueied, “ that he firlt lent priefts to convert the people, and hav- 
ing thus gained a party of the natives, he font fleets and foldiers, who 
with the afliftance of the new piofeiytcs fubdued the reft.” The truth 
of this confellion, which has been often proved, will never be forgotten in 
the eaft. But if the bigotted adherence of the Indians to the rites of their 
tribes, and othei caulls. Lave been a bar to the propagation of Chrh- 
tianity among them, the liime reaions have alfo prevented the fuccefs of 
Mohammedifm, a religion much more palatable to the luxurious and igno- 
rant. Thcugli the Mogul, and almoft all the princes of India, have thefe 
many centuries profelfed the reiioion of the Koran, Mr. Orme, as already 
cited, computes that all the Mohammedans of Hiudoftan do not exceed 
ten millions ; whereas the Gentoos amount to about ten times that number 
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Scenes of your future toils and glorious fway 

And lo, how wide expands the Gangic bay. 

Narimga here in numerous legions bold, 

And here Ory^sa boafts her cloth of gold. 

The Ganges here in many a ftream divides, 

Diffuling plenty from his fattening tides, 

As through Bengala’s ripening vales he glides ; 

Nor may the fleeteft hawk, untired, explore 
Where end the ricey groves that crown the fhore. 

There view what woes demand your pious aid ! 

On beds and litters o’er the margin laid 
The dying lift their hollow eyes, and crave 
Some pitying hand to hurl them in the s wave. 

Thus heaven they deem, though vileft guilt they bore 
Unwept, unchanged, will view their guilt no more. 
There, eaftward, Arracan her line extends 5 
And Pegu’s mighty empire fouthward bends : 

Pegu, whofe fons, fo held old faith, confeft 
A dog their fire ; their deeds the tale attefh 

A pious 


s Tbe See the Enquiry into the Tenets of the Brahmins, at the 

end of the VUih Lufiad. 

^ Pegu, •zv/jofe fons, fo held old faith, confeft a dog their fire* - - T he tradition 

of this country boafted tliis infamous and impoffiblc original. While other 
nations pretend to be deicendcv'l of demi-gods, the Pegufians were contented 
to trace their pedigree from a Chinefe woman and a dog, the only living 
creatures which furvived a Jhipwreck on their coail. See Faria. This in- 
famy, however, they could not deferve. Animals of a different fpecies 
may generate together, but nature immediately difplays her abhorrence, in 
invariably depriving the iiiiuatural ofTspringof the po\\er of procreation. 
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A pious queen tkeir horrid * rage rcftrain’d ; 

Yet ftiil their fury nature’s God arraign’d. 

Ah, mark the thunders rolling o’er the Hiy ! 

Yes, bathed in gore fliall rank pollution lie. 

Where to the morn the towers of Tava fliine. 

Begins great Siam’s empire’s far ftretch’d line. 

On Queda’s jSelds the genial rays infpire 
The richeft guil of fpicery’s fragrant lire. 

Malaca’s 


^ A pious queen ihelr horrd rage r/v7/<2/Vt/,— — Thus in the original ; 

Aqui foantc arame no infcrumeiito 
Da geracao cofturnao, o que iiiarao 
Por nianha da Raynha, que inventando 
Tal ufo, deitou fora o error nefando. 

Reiatum eft <]e Regina quadam terrae Peguenfis, quod ad cocrccndum cri- 
men turpiniinnm fubditorum fuorum, legem tulit, iit iiniverfi marcs orhi- 
culum vfl orbiculos quofdam seratos in pencm illatos gcrerent. Ita fit : 
Cultro penis ciiticulam dividunt, eamque in orbiculos hofee fuperinducunt : 
ftatim a prima feptimana vulnus congiutinatur. Infcnintur pleriimquc 
tres orhiculi : magnitudine infimus ad modum juglandis, primus ferme ad 
Iciicrions galiins ovi modum extat. Trium liberorum parens ad libitum 
t»nus excutiat. Si horum aliquis a rege dono detur, ut gemma quantivis 
isrctii iEllinratur. To this let the teldmony of G. Artlius, (Hift. Ind. Ori- 
cnt. p. 513.) be added, Virgines in hoc regno omnino nullas reperire licet : 
Putll^ cnim ornnes ftatim a pucritia fiia medicamentum quoddam ufurpant, 
quo muKebtia cliilcncKintur 5c aperta continentur : idqiie propter globules 
quos in virgis virl gefiant; illis enim admittendis virgines ardiores nuUo 
modo lufiiccrLiit. 

According toBalby, and Cxfar Frederic, the empire of Pegu, which the 
year before fent armies of two millions to the field, was in 1598, by fa- 
mine and the arms of the neighbouring princes of Ava, Brama, , and Siam, 
reduced to the moH: miferable ftate of defolation, the few natives who fur- 
vived having left their country an habitation for wild bcafts. 
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Malaca^s calllcd harbour here farvey, 

‘riie wealthful feat foredoom’d of liufian fway. 

Here to their port the Ludan fleet fhall fleer, 

From every fhore far round aTembling here 
The fragrant trcafures of the cafl :rn world : 

Here from the fhore by rolling earthquakes huiTd, 
Through waves all foam, Sumatra’s ifle was riven. 

And mid white whirpools down the ocean driven. 

To this fair ifle, the golden Cherfonefe, 

Some deem the fapient monarch plow’d the feas, 

Ophir ^ its Tyrian name. In 'vhirllag roars 

How fierce the tide boils clown thefc claflping flaores ! 

High from the flrait the lengthening coail: afar, 

Its moon-light curve points to the northern flar, 

Opening its bofom to the fllver ray 
When fair Aurora pours the infant day. 

Patane and Pam, the namelefs nations more. 

Who rear their tents on Monam’s winding fhore. 

Their vafFal tribute yieild to Siam’s throne ; 

And thoufands more, of laws, or names unknown, 

VOL. IT. I i That 


^ And jKid •zvhifs lubirlpools do”jon the ocean rfViw«.*— — See the fame account 
of Sicily. Virg. Mn. HI. 

T Ophir its T^yrian has been by fbme efteemed the 

Ophir of the Holy Scriptures ; but the fuperior finenefs of the gold of So- 
fala, and its fituation nearer the Red Sea, favour the claim of the latter. 
See Bochar. Geog. Sacr. 

» And thoufands more, The extenfive countries between India and 

China, where Ptolemy places his man-eaters, and where Mandevylle 
found men without heads, who faw and fpoke througl*. holes in their breafts, 
continues ftill very imperfectly known. The Jefuits have told many extra- 
vagant 
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That vaft of land inhabit. Proud and bold. 

Proud of their numbers here the Laos hold 
The far fpread lawns ; the Ikirting hills obey 
The barbarous Avas and the Bramas’ fway. 

Lo, diftant far another mountain chain 
Rears its rude cliffs, the Gulos^ dread domain ; 

Here brutalized the human form is feen, 

The manners fiend-like as the brutal mien : 

With frothing jaws they fuck the human blood. 

And gnaw tlie recking ^ limbs, their fWeeteft food ; 

Horrid 


vagant lies of the wealth of theio provinces. By the mofl: authentic ac- 
counts they feem to have been peopled by colonies from China. The re- 
ligion and manufaftures of the Siamefe, in particular, confefs the relem- 
blance. In fbme diftrifts, however, they have greatly degenerated from 
the civilization of the mother country* 

® And gnaw the reeking limbs, Much has been fard on this fubje£l:, 
fome denying and others aflerting the exiftcncc of Anthropophagi or man- 
eaters. Porphyry, (de Ahftin. 1. 4. ^ ai.f ) fays that the MafTagetse and 
Derbices (people of north-eaftern Afia) eiteeming thofe moft miferable 
who died of ficknefs, killed and cat their j^arents and relations when they 
grew old, holding it more honourable thus to confume them, than that 
they fliould be deftroyed by veimin. Hieronymus has adopted this, word 
for word, and has added to it an authority of his own, Quid loquar, fays 
he, (Adv. Jov. 1. %, c. 6.) de cseteris nationibus ; cum ipfe adolefcentulus 
in Gallia viderim Scotos, gentem Biitannicam, humanis vefei carnibus, et 
cum per fylvas porcorum greges & airaentorum, pecudumque reperiant, 
paftoi-iim nates, et faeminarum papillas fblerc abfeindere, & has Iblas ci- 
borum dclicias arbitrari ? Mandevylle ought next to be cited. ‘‘ Aftir- 
wai-de men gon be many yles be fee unto a ylc that men clepen Millie : 
there is a full curfed peple : 'thei delyten in ne thing more than to fighteu 

and 

f Irofwvlat ySv Macre-ayirai Hal Ae^0iHSC rSv uHitm 

ruilifjt.aav reXeuIiisravI*?* »et* xa]rt5t5tfo*ty Hal ecMiflai 'fiat/ 

yiytjgaHvlaf^ 
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Horrid with figured feains of burning fteel 
Their wolf-Iike frowns their ruthlefs lull: reveal. 

I i 2. CaiTiboya 


und to flc men, and to drj'uken gladlyefl: mannes blood, which they cle- 
pen Dicu.** p 255* Yet whatever abiurdity may appear on the face of 
thefc tales 5 and what can. be more abruid, than to fuppcie that a few wild 
Scots or Iiifli (for the name was then ptoper to Ireland) fnonid fo lord it in 
Gaul, as to cat the breafts of the women and the hips of the Ihcpherds ? 
Yet whatever abfurdities our Mandevylies may have obtruded on the pub- 
lic, the evidence of the fad is not thereby wholly dcilroycd. Though 
Dam pier and other vilitcrs of barbarous nations have allured us that they 
never met with any man-eaters, and though Voltaire has ridiculed the 
opinion, yet one may venture the alfertion of their exiritntc, without par- 
taking of a credulity fimilar to that of thofe foreigners, w ho believed that 
the men of Kent were born with tails like llieep, (fee Laiiihert’s Peramb.) 
the punifhment inflifled upon them for the minder of TI wuias a Eecket. 
Many are the credible accounts, that different barbarous nations ufed to 
eat their pvifoners of war. According to the authemir ei^hentiy of the 
heft writers, many of the favage tubes of Amuiica, or ’•hp;:* high fo'livals, 
brought forth their captives, and aftei many barbaious ceremonies, atlaft 
roafted and gteedily devoured their mangled limbs. Thus the fa£l was cer- 
tain, long before a late voyage diicovcreu tht horrid pra^ice ir. New Zea- 
land, To drink human blood hat bj^*n more common. The Gauls and 
<?Llier ancient nations pracliidd it. When Magalhaens propoled Chriltia- 
uity tuthc king of Subo, «i notch callern Afiaiic iiland, and when Francis 
de Caftro difeovered Santigana and other iflands, an hundred leagues north 
of the Maluccos, the convtnfion of their kings was confirmed by each party 
drinking of the blood of the other. Our poet Spenlcr tells us, in his view 
of the llate of Ireland, that he has feen the Irilh drink human blood, par- 
ticularly he adds, “ at the execution of a notable traitor at Limerick, 
called Murrogh O’Brien, I faw an old w’oman, who was his fofter-mother, 
take up his head whilft he w^as quartering, and fuck up all the blood that 
run thereout, fiylng, that the earth was not worthy to drink it, and 
therewith alio flecped her face and bread and tore her hair, crying out 
and flirieking mod terribly.** It is worthy of regard that the cuftom of 
marking themfclves with hot irons, and tafoohg, is the chara^eriftic both 
of theGuios of Camoens and of the prefent inhabitants of New Zealand. 
And if, as its animals indicate, the ifland of Otaheite was firft peopled by 

a Ihipwreck, 
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Camboya there the blue-tinged Mecon laves, 

Mecon the eaftern Nile, whofe fwelling waves. 

Captain of rivers named, o’er many a clime 
In annual period pour their fattening hime. 

The hmple natives of tliefe lawns believe 
That other worlds the fouls of beafls ® receive ; 

Where- 


a niipwrcck, the frienSflii'p exlflmg in a fmall fociety might eafily obliterate 
the incmoi y of one cuClom, while the Icfs unfriendly one of taitooitig was 
handed diown, a nieniniial that tlicy owed their origin to the north eas- 
tern paits of Afiu, wlicrc that (.itflom paiticularly prevails. 

o _ other the fouls of hcafs tcrehc That qucen Elizabeth 

reigned in England, is not more certain than that the moft ignorant nati- 
ons in nil ages have had the idea of a (late after death. The fame faculty 
which is confeious of c>:iftcncc, whifpers the wifti for it ; and fo little ac- 
quainted with the dcdu£lions of reafoning have fome tribes been, that not 
only their animals, but even the ghofts of their domeftic utenfils have been 
believed to accompany them in the ifiands of the blefTed. Long ere the 
vcicc of philofophy was heard, the opi'iion of an after-date was popular 
in Greece. The works of Homer bear inconteflable evidence of this. An(I 
there is not a feature in the hiftory of the human mind better afeertained, 
than that no fooner did fpcculation feize upon the topic, than belief de- 
clined, and as the great Bacon oblerves, the moft learned became the moft 
atheiftical ages. The reafon of this is obvious. While the human mind is 
all fimplkity, popular opinion is cordially received ; but when reafoning 
begins, proof is expected, and deftciency of demonftration being perceived, 
doubt and dilbelicf naturally follow. Yet ftrange as it may appear, if the 
writer’s memory does not greatly deceive him, thefe certain faifts were de- 
nied by Hobbes. If he is not greatly miftaken, that geatieman, who gave 
a wretched, a moft unpoetical tranftafcion of Homer, has fo grofsly mifun- 
derftood his author, as to alTcrt that his mention of a future ftate was not 
in conformity to the popular opinion of his age, but only his own poetical 
fi£lion. He might as well have afTured us, that the facrifices of Homer had 
never any exiftence in Greece. But as no abfurdity is too grofs for Ibme 
geniufes, our murderer of Homer, our Hobbes, has likewife aflerted, that 
the belief of the immortality of the human mind was the child of pride and 
fpcculation, unknown in Greece till long after the appearance of the 
Iliad. 
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Where the fierce murderer wolf, to pains decreed, 

Sees the mild lamb enjoy the heavenly mead. 

Oh gentle Mecon, on thy friendly iliore 
Long fliall the mufe her fweetefi; offerings pour ! 

When tyrant ire chaff’d by the blended luft 
Of pride outrageous, and revenge unjuft, 

Shall on the guiltlefs Exile burfi: their rage, 

And madning tempefts on their fide engage, 

Preferved by heaven the fong of Lufian fame. 

The fong, O Vasco, facred to thy name, 

Wet from the whelming fiirge fliall triumph o’er 
The fate of fhipwreck on the Mecon’s P fliore, 

Here reft fecure as on the mufe’s breaft ! 

Happy the deathlefs fong, the bard, alas, unbleft I 

Chiampa there her fragrant coaft extends, 

There Cochinchina’s cultured land afcends : 

From Ainam bay begins the ancient reigu 
Of China^s beauteous art-adorn’d domain ; 

Wide from the burning to the frozen Ikies 
O’erflow’d with wealth the potent empire lies. 

Here 


p On the Meeons Jhore.’^, — it was on the mouth of this river that Camo* 
ens fufFered the unhappy ihipwreck which rendered him the fport of fortune 
dui-ing the remainder of his life. Our poet mentions himfelf and the fav- 
ing of his JLufiads with the grcateft modefty. But tliough this indifference 
has its beauty in the original, it is certainly the part of a tranflator to add 
a warmth of colouring to a paffage of this nature. For the literal tranlla- 
tion of this place and farther particulars, f?e the life of Camoens. 
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Here ere tljc cannon's rage in Europe roar’d^ 

The cannon’s tliundcr on the foe was pourM ; 

And 


^ Here ere the cin*ior'e rage in Eitrof,c rn.?; — Ar<-or.''iir.,:i lO Le Compels mc«- 
iiioii-s of China, and thofe of other inivellers, the mariiici’s compafs, fire- 
arms, and printing, were known in that empire, lonn; cre the invention of 
theie arts in Europe. But the accounts of Dn tiaidc, Le Compte, and 
the other Jefuits, arc by no muans to he dtpcnvlcd on. It was their intcr- 
efl:, in order to gain credit in hurope and at the nnirt of Rome, to magnify 
thcrpleiidor of the enij^irt where their miliion lay, and they have magni- 
fied it into romance itlelf. It is protended tha^ t!ic Chinefe ufed fire- 
arms in their wais with Zenghis Khan, and Tamerlane; but it is alfofaid 
that the Sogdiaiiians ufed cannon againft Alexander. The mention of any 
fulpliurous compofition in an old writer is with feme immediately converted 
into a legiilar lire of artillery. The Chinefe, indeed, on the firft: arrival 
of Europeans, had a kirul of mortars, which they called fire-pans, but they 
wereutlet ftrangers to the fmallcr fiie-arms. Verhiofi, a Jefuit, was the 
firll: who taught them to make brafs cannon fet upon vvhecls. And even 
ib late as the hoftiic menace which Anfon gave them, they knew not how 
to level or manage' their ordnance to any advantage. I’heir printing is 
indeed much more ancient than chat of Eui ope, but it does not deferve tlic 
fame name, the blocks of wood with which they ftamp their fliects being 
os infeiior to the ufe of, as diiTerent from the moveable types of Europe. 
The Chinefe have no idea of ihe grac-.’s of fine writing ; here moft probably 
the fault in their laiiguagc ; but the total w'anc of nature in their 
pauiliug, and of fymmetry in their architecture, in both of which they 
have fo long b«-?n experienced, aflbrd a heavy accufation again ft their ge- 
nius, 1x3 imptoving every fpot of theii country by agricnlture they are un- 
equalled : and their tafle in gardening has been higlily praifed, Natuio, 
as it were frtxfurd^ however, and their gloomy villas, ai-rned with gibbets, 
are cci tainly unpleafing. And even in their boafted g:n dening their genius 
Rands accufed. The art of ingrafting, known to ancient Greece, is (till 
unknown to them. And hence their fruits are vaftly inferior in flavour to 
thofe of the w'cftern world. The amazing wall of defence againft the Tar- 
tars, though 1500 miles in extent, is a labour inferior to the canals, lined 
on the fides with hewn Rone, which every where enrich and adorn their 
country ; fomc of which reach 1000 miles, aud are of depth to carry vef- 
fels of burthen. Theie grand remains of antiquity prove there was a time 
when the Chinefe were a much more accomplilhecl people than at prefent. 

Though 
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And here the trembling needle fought the north. 

Ere time in Europe brought the wonder forth. 

No 


Though their princes for thefe many centuries have difcovered no fuch 
efforts of genius as thefe, the induftry of the people Ihll remains, in vihich 
they rival and refemble the Dutch. In every other refpeft they are the 
fnoft unamiahle of mankind : Amazingly uninventive; for, though pofTclT- 
ed of them, the arts have made no progrefs among the Chinefe thefe ma- 
ny centuries : Even what they were taught by the jefuits is almoft loft : So 
falfe in their dealings, they boaft that none but a Chinefe can cheat a Chi- 
nefe : The crime which difgraces human natnic, is in this nation of alheifts 
and the moft ftupid of all idolaters, common as that charhrJ Ubertme the ah-. 
Deftitute even in idea of that elevation of foul, which is exprefled by the 
beft fenfe of the word piety, in the time of calamity whole provinces are 
dcfolated by felf-murder ; an end, as Hume fays of fomc of the admired 
names of antiquity, not unworthy of fo deteftable a charaftcr : And as it 
is always found congenial to bafenels of heart, the moft daftavdly cowardice 
completes the defeription of that of the Chinefe* 

Unimproved as their arts is their learning. Though their language con- 
fifts of few words, it is almoft impolfible for a ftranger to attain the art of 
{peaking it* And what an European learns ere he is feven years old, to 
read, is the labour of the life of a Chinefe. In place of our Z4 letters, they 
have more than 60,000 marks, which compofe their writings; and their 
paucity of woi ds, all of which may be attained in a few hours, requires fuch 
an infinite variety of tone and action, that the flighteft niiftake in modu- 
lation renders the fpeaker unintelligible. And in addroffing a great man, 
in place of my Lord, you may call him a beaji^ the w’ord being the fame, 
all the difference confifting in the tune of it. A language like this mult 
ever be a bar to the progrefs and accompliftiments of literature. Of medi- 
cine they are very ignorant. The ginfeng, which they pretended, was rn 
univerfal remedy, is found to be a root of no fingukr virtue. Their h- . 
confift of odes without poetry, and of moral maxims, excellent in the:* • 
felvcs, but without invetligatlon or realbning. For to philoibphi'^ai diicnf- 
fion and the metaphyfics they feem utterly ffrangers, and when taught tr. . 
mathematics by the Jefuits, their greateft men w’cre loft in aftonilhmerii. 
Whatever their political wifdom has been, at prefent it is narrow and bry- 
barous. Jealous left ftrangers fhoiild fteal their arts, arts which are excel- 
led at Drefden and other parts of Europe, they preclude thcmfelves from 
great advantages which arife fiom an intcrcourfc with civilized nations. 

Yet 
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No more ict Egypt, hoaft her mountain pyres ; 

To prouder fume yon bounding wall afpircs^ 

A prouder 

Yet ill tlv liw; whicli they impofe oncvciy foicigii fiiip which enters their 
ports for Lniihc, th. y eren e’lceefl tJu cuniiino and avarire of the Hoiian- 
i 1 ih.cir internal po’icy th.e military government of Rome under the 
cm;)ei*ors is revived v.ith accumulated barbanfm. In every city and pro- 
vince the military a-e the coiiilibles and peace t'fiiccrs. What a piflnrc Is 
th:^ ! Nothing but Chinefe or I^utch induOrry could preferve the traffic and 
papulation of a count--y unticr che control of armed ruffians. But hence 
tlic emperor h?s ieifure to cultivate his gardens, and to write defpicable 
odes to his concubines. 

Whatever was tIrJ.r niotl ancient Joclrine, certain it is that the legiflators 
who formed the pndlnt P/llcm of Cl Inaprelcntcd to their people no other 
ohjoct of woifliip th.an UVtv/ KiirrAt^ the material heavens and their influen- 
cing power; by vliich an intelligent principle is excluded. Yet finding 
that the human mind in the rudefl: i)rea{1:s is confeionsof its weaknels, and 
prone to believe the occurrences of life under the power of lucky or unluc- 
ky obfcrvanccs, they permitted tlidr people the iile of facrificcs to thefu 
Lucretian Gods of fupeiftitious fear. Nor was the principle of devotion, 
imprinted by heaven in the human heart, alone perverted ; another unex- 
tinguifliablc paffion wus alfo mifled. On tables, in every family, are writ- 
ten the names of the lafl: three or their anceftors, added to each, Hct^ nfu 
his and before thefe tables they burn incenre and pay adoration. Con- 
fncius, who, according to their hUtoiics, had been in the Well: about 500 
ycar.s be foie the Chriflian :rfa, appears to be only the confirmer of their 
old opinions; but the accounts of him ai^l his doclrinc arc involved in iin-f 
certainty. In their places of worfliip, however, boards are fet up, inferibed, 
*Thi 5 is the feat of the foul of Cuiifuuus ; and to thefe and their anceflors they 
celebrate iblcmn facrifices, without feeming to poliefs any idea of the in- 
tdlfcflual cxiflcnce of the departed mind. The jefuit Ricci, and his bre- 
thren of the Chinefe miffion, very houfily told their converts, that 
was the God of the Chriftians, and that the label of Confucius was the 
term by which they exprefled his divine majefty. But after a long and fe- 
vere ferutiny at the Court of Rome ^len was found to fignify nothing 
more than heavenly or unlverful maiter, and the Jeflnts of China were order- 
ed to rtnounce this herefy. Among all the lefts who w'orfhip different 
idols in China, there is only one who have any tolerable idea of the im- 
mortality of the foul ; and among thefe, fays Leiand, chrillianity at pre- 
fen t obtains fome footing. But the mofl: interefting particular of China 
yet remains to be mentioned. Confeious of the obvious tendency, Vol- 
taire and others have triumphed in the great antiquity of the Chinefe, and 
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A prouder boaft of regal power dilplays 
Than all the world beheld in ancient days. 

Not 

in the diftant period they aferibe to the creation. But tlic bubble cannot 
bear the touch. If ib;rse Chincic accounts f.x the isia of creation /10000 
years ago, others aic contented with no Ids chan cS*!y53. But who 
knows not that every nation has its G^r^ry of / And we have 

already ohicrved the legends which took their rife from the Magnus 

of the Chaldean and Egyptian aftronomers, an apparent revoluiiou of the 
liars, which in reality has no eyiflcnce. To the faacj'fnl, who lield this 
Annus Alagnus, it feemed hard to fuppofc that our world was in its Srfi: 
revolution of the great ■) car, and to fnppofe that many were part: was cafy. 
And that this was the cafe we have abfolntc proof in the do£crines of the 
Brahmins, (fee the Enquirj,^, &c. end of Lufud VII.) who, though 
they trdk of hundreds of thoufands of years which aie part, yet confefs, 
that this, the fouith world, has not yet attuhieci its dccrj'ch year. And 
much within this comnafs are all the credible proofs of Chmefe antiquity 
comprehended. To three heads all Ihef; proofs are reducible. Their 
form of government, which, till the coiiqucft of the Tartars 1644, bore 
the maiks of the* nlgheft anLiqnily ; their aftronomical obfervations ; and 
their hiflory. 

Simply and purely patriarchal every father was the magiftrate in his 
own family, and the emperor who a£led by his fubilitutes the Mandarines 
was venerated and obeyed as the fa..her of all. The molt paflive fubmiflion 
to authority thus blanched out, was incalcaled by Confucius and their 
other philofophers as the greateil duty of morality. But if there is an ago 
in facred or pvophane hiilory, where the manners of mankind arc thus de- 
lineated, no fuperior antiquity is proved by the form of Chinefe goveni- 
mtnt. Their ignorance of the very ancient ai*t of ingnifting fiuit-trccs, 
and tire Hate of thch language, fo like the Hebrew in its paucity of wordi, 
a paucity charade! irtical of the ages when the ideas of men required few 
iyllables to clothe them, prove nothing farther than the early reparation of 
the Chinefe colony * from the reft of mankind. Nothing farther, except 

\that 

* The Chinefe C(dony ! yes, let philofophy fmile ; let her talk of the 
differenL fpecies of men which are found in every country, let her brand as 
abfurd the opinion of Montcfquieu, wbicli deiives all the human race from 
one family. Let her enjoy her triumph. But let common fenfe be con- 
tented with the demonftration (See Whifton, Ev.ntley, &c.) that a Creati- 
on in every countiy is not wanted, and that one family is furtlelcntm eve- 
ry refpcdl for the pnrpofe. If philofophy will talk of black and white men 
as different in ft-jccies, Xu common fenfe afk her for a demonrtration, that 
climate and manner of life cannot produce this dilierence, and let her add, 
that there is the ftrongeft prefumptive experimental pioof, that the diiTe- 
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Not built, created fcenis the frowning mound ; 

O’er lofticft mountain tops and vales profound 
Extendsthewoi'droasleiigtli, with warlike caftles crown’d, 

Immenfe 

tnat tJiey have continued till very latciy without any iiiaterial intcrcoiirfc 
'vitii the other nations of the world. 

A continued fuccellion of aftionomical obfei-vations, for 4000 years, was 
claimed by the Chinefc, when they were firft vifited by the Europeans. 
Voltaire, that fan oJtrLih^ has often with great triumph mentioned the in- 
dubitable pioofs of Chineu; antiquity ; but at thefc times he muft have re- 
ceived his information from the fame drean which told Jiim that Camo- 
ens accompanied hisftiend Gama in the voyage which difeovered the Eaft 
Indies. If Voltaire and his dilciples will talk, of Chinefe aflronomy and 
the 4C00 years antiquity of its perfcelion, let them enjoy every con fe- 
quence which may pofTibly rcfult from it. But let them allow the fame 
liberty to others. Let them allow others to draw their inferences from a 
few ftuhborn faffs, fails which demonftratc the ignorance of the Chinefe 
an aftronomy. I’hc earth, they imagined, was a great plain, of which 
their counti-y was the midft ; and fo ignorant weie they of the caufe of 
eciipfes, that they believed the fun and moon w'crc allaultcd, and in dan- 
ger of being devoured by a huge dragon. The Oars were confiderecl as 
the direilors of human affairs, and thus their boafted aftronomy ends in 
that fiHy impofition, judicial aftrology. Though they had made feme ob- 
fervations on the revolutions of the planets, and though in the emperor’s 
palace there was an obfervatory, the fiifl apparatus of proper inftruments 
ever known in China was introduced by father Verbieft. After this it 

need 


rence thus happens. If phiiofophy draw her inferences from the different 
paffionsof diffeient tribes; let common fenfc reply, that ftiipt of every ac- 
cident of brutalization and urbanity, the human mind in all its faculties, all 
its motives, hopes and fears, is moll wonderfully the lame in every age and 
country. If phiiofophy talk of the impoffibiiity of peopling cliftant iflands 
and continents from one family, let common fenfe tell her to read Bryant’s 
Mythology. If phiiofophy alTert that the Celts, wherever they came, 
found Aborigines, let common fenfe reply, there were tyrants enough al- 
moft zooo years before their emigrations, to drive the wretched furvivors 
of llaughtered holts to the remoteft wilds. She may alfo add, that many 
iflands have been found which bore not one trace of mankind, and that 
even Otaheite bears the evident marks of receiving its inhabitants from a 
fliipwreck, its only animals being the hog, the dog, and the lat. In a 
word, let common fenfe fay to phiiofophy, “ I open my egg with a pen-* 
** knife, but you open yours with the blow of a fledge hammer.” 
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iinmenfe the northern waftes their liorrors ^ fpread j 
In frofh and fnow the feas and fliores are clad. 

Thefe 


need fcarcely be added, that their a'cronomical obfervations which pretend 
an anthiiiily of 4000 years, are as falfe as a Welch genealogy, and that 
the Chinefe tliemulvcs, w'hcn inftrufted by the Ji ‘ were obliged to 
ow'n tliat their calculations were erroneous and impoiboie. The great cre- 
dit and admiration which their adronomical and mathematical knowledge 
pi-ocurcd to the Jefuits, aiford an umh.bitablc confirmation of thefe fa£ts. 

Ridiailous as their agronomical, are their hiftorical antiquities. After 
all Voltairi; has faid of it, the oldefl: date to w’hich their hiftory pretends 
is not mi3(jh above 4000 years. During this period 236 kings have leign- 
cd, of %2 ditferent families. The firft king reigned 100 years; then \vc 
have the names of fome others, but without any detail of actions, or that 
concatenation of events which diftinguilhes authentic hiftory. That inaik 
of truth does not begin to appear for upwards of aooo years of the Chinefe 
legends. Little more than the names of kings, and thefe often interrupt- 
ed with wide chafms, compofc all the annals of China, till about the pe- 
riod of the Chriftian mra. Something like a hiftory then commences ; but 
that is again interrupted by a wide chafm, which the Chinefe know not 
how to fill up otherwife, than by aflerting that a century or two elapfed 
in the time, and that at fuch a period a new family mounted the throne- 
Such is the hiftory of China, full brother in every family feature to thofc 
monkifli tales, which fent a daughter of Pharaoh to be queen of Scotland, 
which font Brutus to England, and a grandfoii of Noah to teach fchool 
among the mountains of Wales. 

* I/naienfe the northern *ivajies their honors fpread ■ —— Tartar y , Sibcna, Sa- 
moyada, Kamfchatka, &c. A fhort account of the grand Lama of Thibet 
Tartary ftiaii complete our view of the fuperftitions of the Eafl:. While 
the other Pagans of Afia worftiip the raoft ugly monftrous idols, the Tar- 
tars of Thibet adore a real living God. Pie fits crofs-lcgged on his throne 
in the great Temple, adorned with gold and diamonds. He never fpeaks, 
but fbmetimes elevates his hand in token that he approves of the pia^ers 
of his worftiippers. He is a niddy well looking young man, about or 
37, and is the moft miferahle wretch on earth, being the mere puppet of 
iiis priefts, who difpatch him whenever age or fickncfs make any alteration 
in his features ; and another, inftruaed to act his part, is put in his place. 

Princes of very diftant provinces fend tribute to this Deity and implore his 

blciliug, 
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'riiefe fnorcs forhhdy to future ages clue : 

A work! of if: an els claims tliy happier view^ 

Where iavifli NaUirc all her bounty pours. 

And (lowers and Fruits of every fragrance iliowers. 

Japan behold ; beneath the globe’s broad face 
Northward flic finks, tlie nether feas embrace 
Her eaftern bounds 5 what glorious fruitage there, 
Illuftrioiis Gama, fliall thy labours bear ! 

How bright a iilver mine ! when heaveifs own « lore 
From Pagan drofs (hall purify her ore. 

Beneath the fpreading wings of purple morn. 

Behold what ifles tliefe glillening feas adorn ! 

Mid hundreds yet unnamed, Ternat behold ! 

By day her hills in pitchy clouds inrolFd, 

By night like rolling waves the flieets of fire 
Blaze o’er the feas, and high to heaven afpirc. 

For LuJian hands here blooms the fragrant clove, 

But Lufian blood fliall fprinklc every grove. 

The 


blef?ing, and as Voltaire has merrily told us think thcmfelves fecure of 
benedi£lion, if favoured with fomething from his Godihip, efteemed more 
facred than the hallowed cow-dung of the Brahmins. 

* Bo-zv bright a fihjtr By this beautiful metaphor, omitted by Caf- 

lera, Camden s alludes to the great fuccefs, which in his time attended the 
Jefuit miflionarics in Japan. James L fent an embafly to the fovcrcign, 
and opened a trade with this country, but it was icon fufrered to decline. 
The Dutch are the only Europeans who now^ traffic with the Japonefe, 
which it is faid they obtain by trampling on tlic 'crofs and by abjuring the 
Chriftian name. In religion the japonefe are mucli the fame as their 
neighbours of China. And in the frequency of fcif-murcl$r, lays Voltaire^ 
they vie with their brother Ifianders of England. 
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The goiderx birdsthat ever fail the fniies 
Here to the fun ciifplay their fliining dyes. 

Each want fupplied on air they ever foar ; 

The ground they touch not till they brerthe no t n:orc% 
I'lcre lian.lii’s i^lcs their fair embroidery 
Or ^'aHoas trultage, azure, white, and red. 

And birds of every beauteous plume dbViay 
Their glittering radiance, as from foray to fprau^ 

From bower to bower, on bufy wings they rove, 

Tolcize the tribute of the fpicy grove. 

Borneo here expands her ample breaft, 

By Natllre^s hand in woods of camphire draft j 
The precious liquid weeping from the trees 
Glows warm with health, the balfana of Jifeafe. 

Fair are Timora’s dales with groves array’d : 

Each rivulet murmurs in the fragrant fliade, 

And in its cryftal breaft difplays the bowers 
Of Sanders, bleft with health reftoring powers. 

Where to the fouth the world’s broad furface bends, 

Lo, Sunda’s realm her fpreading arms extends. 

From hence the pilgrim brings the wondrous tale, 

A river groaning through a dreary dale, 

For 


* The ground iBey touch not. ^Thefe are commonly called the birds of 

Paradife. It was the old erroneous opinion, that they always feared in 
the air, and that the female hatched her young on the back of the male. 
Their feathers bear a mixture of the moft beautiful azure, purple and gol- 
den colours, which have a fine efle£t in the rays of the fun. 

“ From hence the pilgrim brings the toondrous tal e —— Streams of this kind 

arc common in many countries. Caftera attributes this quality to the ex- 

cefHve 
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For all is ftone around, converts to ftone 
Whatever of verdure in its breaft is thrown- 
Lo, gleaming blue o’er fair Sumatra’s fldes 
Another mountain’s trembling flames arife ; 

Here from the trees the gum all fragrance fwells. 

And fofteft w oil a wondrous fountain wells. 

Nor thefe alone the happy iflc beflows. 

Fine is her gold, her fllk rcfplcndcnt glows. 

Wide forefts there beneath Maldivia’s tide 
From withering air their wondrous fruitage hide. 

The green-hair’d Nereids tend the bowery dells, 

Whofe wondrous fruitage poifon’s rage expels. 

In Ceylon, lo, how high yon mountain’s brows ! 

The failing clouds its middle height enclofe. 

Holy the hill is deem’d, the hallowed y tread 
Of fainted footftep marks its rocky head. 

Laved 

cellivc cold of the waters, but this is a miftake. The waters of Ibme fprings 
are impregnated with fparry particles, which adhering to the herbage or 
the clay on the banks of their channel, harden into ftone and inciuft the 
original retainers. 

Here from the trees the jt/w— Benjamin, a fpecies of frankincenfe. 
The oil mentioned in the next line, is that called the rock oil, a black 
foetid mineral oleum, good for bruifes and fpraias. 

* Wide forejls there beneath Maidhias A fea phut, refembling the 

palm, grows in great abundance in the bays about the Maldivian iflands. 
The boughs rife to the top of the water, and bear a kind of apple, called 
the coco of Maldivia, which ’is cftccmed an antidoLe agalnft polfon, 

r -" the halltyived tread of fainted fooife / — ^The imprint of a human foot is 

found on the high mountain, called the l^ic of Adam, Legendary tradiLioii 
fays, that Adam, after he was expdkd from ParacUfe, didper.ance 300 years 
on this hill, on which he left the print of his footllep. This talc fec-ms to be 
Jewilh or Mohammedan, for the natives, according to Capt. Knox, who was 
twenty years a captive in Ceylon, pretend tlic imprelfion was made by the 

God 
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Laved by tlie Red-fea gulpli Socotra’s bowers 
There boaft the tardy aloe’s clutter’d flowers. 

On Afric’s ftrand, foredoom’d to Luuan iway. 
Behold thefe ifler., and rocks of duflcy grey 
From cells unknown here bounteous ocean pours 
The fragrant amber on the fandy ttiores. 

And io, the ifland of the = Moon difplays 
Her vernal lawns, and numerous peaceful bays j 
The halcyons hovering o’er the bays arc feen, 
And lowing herds adorn the vales of green. 


Thus from the Cape where fail was ne’er unfurl’d 
Till thine aufpicious fought the Eattern World, 

To utmoft wave where firft the morning ftar 
Sheds the pale luftre of her filver car, 

Thine eyes have view’d the empires and the illes, 

The world immenfe that crowns thy glorious toils. 

That world where every boon is Ihower’d from heaven, 
Now to the Weft, by Thee, Great Chief, is » given. 

And 


God BuMoiOi when he afeended to heaven, after having, for the falvation 
of mankind, apjTieaied on the earth. His priefts beg charity for the fake 
of Buddow, whofc worfhip they perform among groves of the Bogahah-tree, 
under which, when on earth, they fay, he ufuaUy fat and taught. 

» And to, the ijland of the Moon, Madagafcar is thus named by the 

natives. 

• to the mj, h fublimity of this 

eulogy on the expedition of the Lufiad has been already obferved. What 
foUows is a natural completion of the whole; and. the digreffive exdama- 
tion at the end excepted, is exadtty fimllar (fee the preface) to &e man- 
ner in which Homer has concluded the Iliad, 
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Andftili, oil Bleft, thy peerlefs honours grow^ 

New opening views the finiLing Fates beftow. 

With alter’d face the moving globe behold j 
There ruddy evening Iheds her beams of gold^ 

While now on Afric’s bofom faintly die 
The laft pale glimpies of the twilight fky. 

Bright o’er the wide Atlantic rides the morn, 

And dawning rays another world adorn : 

To far theft north that world enormous bends. 

And cold beneath the foutheni pole-ftar ends. 

Near either pole the barbarous hunter dreft 
In Ikins of bears explores the frozen wafte : 

Where fmlles the genial fun with kinder rays. 

Proud cities tower, and gold-roofed temples blaze* 

This golden empire, by the heaven’s decree, 

Is due, Cafteel, O favour’d Power, to Thee ! 

Even now Columbus o’er the hoary tide 
Purfues the evening fun, his navy’s guide. 

Yet lhall the kindred Lucian fhare the reign, 

What lime this world fliall own the yoke of Spain- 
The firft bold c hero who to India’s lliores 
Through vanquifli’d waves thy open’d path explores. 

Driven 


^ Near either pole Wc are now prefented with a beautiful view of the 

American world, Columbus diicovered the Weft Indies before, but not 
the Continent till 1498, the year after Gama failed from Lilbon. 

c Tbefirji bold hero -Cabral, the rirft after Gama who failed lo India, 

was diiven by temped to the £razils, a proof that more ancient voyagers 
might have met with the fame fate. It is one of the fined countries in the 
new wor’d, and dill remains fubjed to the crown of Portugal. 
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Driven by the winds of heaven from Afric's ftrand 
Shall fix the Holy Crofs on yon fair land : 

That mighty realm for purple wood renown’d, 

Shall flretch the Liifian empire’s weftcrn bound. 

Fired by thy fame, and with his king in ire. 

To match thy deeds fliall Magalhaens ^ afpire : 

VOL. II. Kk In 

To match thy deeds Jhall Malgahaens ajpsre Camocns, though he 

boafts of the a£tions of Magalhaens as an honour to Portugal, yet condemns 
his defedion from his country, and calls him 

0 JM^agalhaens^ no feito com •verdade 
JPortuguez^ porhn nao na lealdads. 

In deeds truly a Portuguefe, but not in loyalty.** And others have be- 
llowed upon him the name of Traitor, but perhaps undeicrvedly. Jufticc 
to the name of this great man rcquiies an examination of the charge. Ere 
he entered into the fcivice of the king of Spain, by a folcmn adl he unna- 
turalized himfelf. Oforius is very fevere againft this unavailing rite, and 
argues that no injury which a prince may polfibly give, can authorize a 
fiibje£l to aft the part of a traitor againft his native country. This is cer- 
tainly true, but it is not ftriftly applicable to the cafe of Magalliaens. 
Many eminent fcrvices performed in Africa and India encouraged him to 
afpire to the rank of FiJalgo, or Gentleman of the King’s houfhold, an ho- 
nour which, though of little emuloment, was efteemed as the reward of 
diftinguifhed merit, and therefore highly valued. But for this, Magal- 
haens petitioned in vain. He found, fays Faiia, that the malicious ac- 
cufatious of fbme men had more weight with his fovereign than all his fer- 
vices. After this unworthy rcpulfe, what patronage at the court of Lifbon 
could he hope ? And though no injury can vindicate the man who draws 
his fword againft his native country, yet no moral duty requires that he 
who has fomc important difeovery in meditation fhould flifle his dellgn, if 
uncountenanced by his native prince. It has been alleged, that he embroil- 
ed his country in, difputes with Spain. But neither is this ftriftly applica- 
ble to the neglefted Magalhaens. The courts of Spain and Portugal had 
folemnly fettled the limits within which they were to make difcoverics and 
fettlenients, and within tliefe did Magalliaens and the court of Spain pro- 
pofe that his difcoveiies lliould terminate. And allowing that his calculati- 
ons 
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In all but loyalty, of Lufian foul. 

Mo fjar, no danger fhall his toils control. 

Along thcfe regions from the burning zone 
To deepcfl' foiith he dares the courfe unknown. 

While to the kingdoms of the riling day, 

To rival thee he holds the weftern way, 

A land 


ons might miflcacl him beyond the bounds preferibed to the Spaniards, ftlli 
his apology is clear, for it would have been in jurious to each court, had he 
fnppofed that the faith of the boundary treaty would be trampled upon by 
either power, if it is faid that he aggrandifed the enemies of his country, 
the Spaniards, and introduced them to a dangerous rivahhip with the Por- 
tuguefe fettlcments ; let the fcntence of Faria on this fubjeft be remember- 
ed, “ let princes bcw’arc, fays he, how by negledl or injullicc they force in 
to defperate adlions the men who have merited rewards.” As to rivallhip, 
the cafe of Mr. Law», a North Briton, is appofite. This gentleman wrote 
an excellent treatife on the improvement of the trade and fiflieries of his 
native country ; but his propofals were totally negleftcd by tlic commiliion- 
ers, whofe office and duty it was to have patronifed him. Was Law, there- 
fore, to fit down in obfeurity on a barren field, to ftifle his genius, left a fo- 
reign power, who might one day be at war with Great Britain, fliould be 
aggrandifed by his efforts in commercial policy ? No, fnrely. Deprived of 
the power of raifing himfelf at home, Mr, Law went to Fiance, w'herc he 
became the founder of the Mififlippi and other important fehemes of com- 
merce ; yet Law was never branded with the name of traitor. The rcafon 
is obvious. The government of Great Britain was carelefs of what they loft- 
in Mr. I^aw, but the Portuguefb perceived their lofs in Magalhaens, and 
their anger w’as vented in reproaches. 

In the end of the 15th and beginning of the i6th centuries, the fpirit of 
difeovery broke forth in its greateft vigour. The eaft and the weft had been 
vifited by Gama and Columbus ; and the bold idea of failing to the eaft by 
the weft was revived by Magalhaens. Revived, for mifled by Strabo and 
Pliny, who place India near the weft of Spain, Columbus, f '.pe<fted to find 
that country in a few weeks of weftward voyage. Though America and 
the Moliicos were now found to he at a great diftance from each other, the 
genius of Magalhaens ftillfuggcfted the poffibility of a weftern paflage. And 
accordingly, pofTcfled of his great defign, and negkaed with contempt at 

home, 
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A land of = giants (hall Ills eyes behold, 

Of camel ftrengthj furpafllng huinau monld : 

K !•: 2 And 


homo, l.c otre red ills fervia to the couit of 5 i;jain, and uri? neerpted. With 
five 1 hips ami 250 men he /ailed from 0 pain m SopLemher ijip, and after 
many ditricultics occafioned hy mutiny and Ui*. cKtreme cold, he entered the 
^^rcat Pacific Ocean or Soatli Seas hy thole llraits vvliieh bear hi', ispanilh 
name Magellan. From thcl'e ftraits, in the 2 J degree of Jouthern latitude, 
he tiavcrfed that gieat ocean, till in the loth degree of iK^rth latitude lie 
landed on the ifiand of Subo or Marten. The hing of this country was 
then at war with a ncighboiiiing prince, and Magalhacns, on condition of 
his coiiverfion to chri/lianity, became his f auKiliary. In two battles the 
Spaniards were viiftorious; hut in the third, Magalhacns, together with 
one Martinho, a judicial aftrologer, whom he ufually confultcd, was unfor- 
tunately killed- Chagrined with the difappointment of promiiLd viftoiy 
the new baptifed king of Subo made peace with his enemies, and liaving 
invited to an entertainment the Spaniards who weic on (bore, he ticncher- 
oufly poifoned them all. The wretched remains of the fleet arrived at the 
Portuguefc fettlements in the ifles of Banda andTornate, where they were 
received, fays Faria, as friends, and not as intruding ftrangers; a proof that 
the boundary treaty was efteemed fufficicntly lacred. Several of the adven- 
turers were fent to India, and from thence to'Spain, in Portuguefc f flups, 
one fliip only being in a condition to return to Europe by the Cape of 
Good I-Iope. This velTcl, named the Fliorla, however, had the honour to 
be the fiift (hip which ever furrounded the globe. Thus unhappily ended, 
fays Oforius, the expedition of Magalhaens. But the good Bilhop was mh- 
taken, for a few years after he wrote, and fomewhat upwards of fifty af- 
ter the return of the Vitoria^ Philip II. of Spain availed himfclf of the dif- 
coveries of Magalhaens. And the navigation of the South Seas between 
Spaniih America and the Afian Aichipelago, at this day forms the bafis cf 
the power of Spain. 

^ A hind — The Patagonians. Various are the fables of navi- 

gators concerning thefe people. I'ho few of Magalhacn’s crew who return- 
ed, affirmed they were about ten feet in height, fincc which voyage they 
have rifen and fallen in their Uature, according to the different humours of 
our fea wits. 

\ Vid. Far. fnb Ann. 1519. 
t Vid. Ofor. Lib. XI. 
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And omrard ftill, thy fame, his proud hearths guide. 
Haunting him unappeafed, the dreary tide 
Beneath the fouthern ftar’s cold gleam he braves^, 
And ftems the whiids of land-furrounded waves. 

For ever facred to the heroes fame 
Thefe foaming feaits ihall bear his deathlefs name. 
Through thefe dread jaws of rock he prelTes on j 
Another ocean’s breaft, immenfe, unknown. 
Beneath the fouth’s cold wings, unmeafured, wide, 
Receives his veflels ; through the dreary tide 
In darkling fliades, where never man before 
Heard the waves howl, he dares the namelefs Ihore. 

Thus far, O favoured Lufians, bounteous Heaven 
Tour nation^s glories to your view is given. 

What enfigns, blazing to the morn, purfiie 
The path of heroes, open’d firft by you ! 

Still be it your’s the firft in fame to fliine : 

Thus fliall your brides new chaplets ftill entwine^f 
With laurels ever new your brows enfold. 

And braid your wavy locks with radiant gold. 

How calm the waves, how mild the balmy gale I 
The halcyons call, ye Lufians, fpread the fail ! 

Old ocean now appeafed Ihall rage no more, 

Hafte, point the bowfprit to your native fliore : 



BOOK 


THE LUSIAD. 


JOS 


Soon fiiail ihc cranfports of the natal foil 
O’crwhelm In boiniuifig joy the thoughts of every toll. 


The Goddefs ^ fpake i and Vasco v^aved his hand^ 

And foon the joyful heroes crowd the ftrand. 

The 

^ ^be goddefs fpahe—^^V^Q arc HOW come to tl\e conclufion of the ficti- 
on of the ifland of Venus, a fiction which is divided into three principal 
parts. Ill each of thefe tlie poetical merit is obvious, nor need \vc fear to 
aflert that the happinefs of our author, in uniting all thefe parts together 
in one great epifodc, would have excited the admiration of Longinus. The 
heroes of the Lufiad receive their reward in the ifland of Love. They are 
led to the palace of Thetis, where, during a divine fcafl:, they hear the glo- 
rious viftories and conquefts of the heroes who are to fiicceed them in their 
Indian expedition, fung by a fircn ; and the face of the globe itfelf, dc- 
feribed by tire Goddefs, difeovers the univerfc, and particularly the extent 
of the Eaftern World, now given to Europe by the fuccefs of Gama. 
Neither in tlic happinefs or grandeur of completion may the iEncid or 
OdylTcy be mentioned in comparilbn. The Iliad alone, in Epic conduft (as 
already obferved) bears a ftrong refemblance. But however great in other 
views of poetical merit, the games at the funeral of Patrocliis and the re- 
demption of the body of He<fl:or, confldcred as the intcrefling conclufion 
of a great whole, can never in propriety and grandeur be brought into con- 
petition with the admirable cpifode whicJi concludes the poem on the dif< 
covery of India. 

Soon after tlie appearance of the Lafiad, the language of Spain was alio 
enriched with an heroic poem. The author of this has often imitated the 
Portuguefe poet, particularly in the fi£tiou of the globe of the world, which 
Is flicwed to Gama. Tn the a globe, furrounded with a radiant 

fphere, is alfo mlraculoufly fupported in the air ; and on this an enchanter 
(hews to the Sp»aniards the extent of their dominions in the now world. 
But Don Alonzo d’ Arcilla is in this, as in every other part of his poem, 
greatly inferior to the poetical Ipirit of Camoens. Milton, wbofe poetical 
condufl in concluding the aftion of his Paradife Loft, as already pointed 
out, feems formed upon the Lufiad, appears to have had this paflage par- 
ticularly in his eye. For though the machinery of a vifionary fphere w'as 
rather improper for the fitnation of his perfonages, he has neverthclefs, 

though , 
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The lofi-y lliips v/:t.h JeepenH burthens prove 
The various bounties of the lile of Love. 

Nor 


at the expellee of an imnofTiLlc rnppondon, givai Adam view oV 
the Itnelliai Michael ihu liv- IcIlIioi* oi maiikhid on a mountain^ 


From vvi’uto top 

The Iicmirpheie of earth in clearcO- ken 

out to til’ amplc/l icach of proipefl lay 

His eye might there cumir.and wherever flood 
City of old or modern fume, the Ibat 
Of miglitiell: cnipiic, fioiii the deftined walls 

Of Cambalu — , 5ec, 

On Euiopc thence and where Rome was to fway 
I'he w’oilel~— 

And even the mention of America feems copied by Milton^ 

«« — in fpirit perhaps he aifo faw 
Rich Mexico, the feat of Monteziirac, 

And Cufeo in Peru, the richer feat 
Of Atabalipa, and yet unfpoiled 
Guiana, whofe great city Geiyon’s fbns 
Call £1 Doiado-— — 


It mufl: allb be owned by the warmcil admirer of the Paradife Loft, th«tt J ' 
the names enumerated by Milton convey grandeur of idea, the defcripti-iin 
of Amciica imCamocns, 

Vedes a grande terra, que contina 
Vai de Califto ao feu contrario polo. 

To fartheft north that world enormous bends, 

And cold beneath the fouthern polc-ftar ends— 

is certainly more piaurefque : and therefore, at leaft, not Icfs poetical. 

Some fliort account of the Writers, whole authorities have been adduced 
rn the courfc of thefe notes, may not now be improjicr. Fernando Lopez 
fie Caftagneda went to India on purpole to dp honour to his countrymen, by 

enabling 
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Nor ktive the youths their lovely brides behind, 

' In wedded bands, while time glides on, conjoin’d 5 
Fair as iinmortal fame in finiles array’d. 

In bridal finiles, attends each lovely maid. 

O’er India’s Sea, wing’d on by balmy gales 
That whifper’d peace, foft fwell’d the fteady fails : 

Smooth 

CRabiing himfelf to record their actions and conqiiefts in the Eaft. As he 
was one of the firfl: writers on that lubje^t, his geography is often imper- 
fc£t. This defe£l is remedied in the writings of John de Barros, who was 
particularly attentive to this head. But the two moft eniineut, as w’cU as 
fulleft writers on the tranfaflions of the Portuguefe in the Eaft, are Manuel 
de Earia y Souia, knight of the order of Chrift, and Hicroimiis Oforius, 
bilhop of Sylves. Faria, who wrote in Spanifli, was a laborious enquirer, 
and is very full and circumftantial. With honeft indignation he reprehends 
the rapine of commanders, and the errors and unworthy refentments of 
kings. But he is often fo drily particular, that he may rather be called 
a journalift than an hiftorian. And by this uninterefting minutenefs, his 
ftyle for the greateft part is rendered inelegant. The Bifliop of Sylves, 
however, claims a different character. His Tatm i? elegant, and his man- 
ly and fcntimental manner entitles him to the name of Hiftorian, even 
where a Livy, or a Tacitus, are mentioned. But a fentence from himfelf, 
unexpected in a Father of the communion of Rome, will char^fterife the 
liberality of his mind. Talking of the edia of king Emmanuel, which com- 
pelled the Jews to embrace Chriftianity, under fevere perfecution ; Nec ex 

lege, ncc ex rcligione faaam tibi afliimas, (fays he) ut iibertatem 

voluntatis impedias, et vincula mentibus cffr$natis injicias ? At id neque 
fieri poteft, neque Chrifti fanaiflimum numen approbat. Voluntarium 
enim facrificium non vi mala coaaum ab hominibus expelit : Neque vim 
nientibus inferri, fed voluntates ad ftudium verae religionis aUici & invita- 
ri jubet. 

It is Aid, in the pre&ce to Oforios, that his writings were highly efteem- 
ed by Queen Mary of England, wife of Philip II. What a pity is it, that 
this manly indignation of the good Bilhop againft the impiety of religious 
perfecution, made no impreffion on the mind of that bigotted Princefi 1 
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Smaotli as on wing unmoved the eagle flies^ 
When to his eyrie clifFhe fails the Ikies^ 

Swift o’er the gentle billows of the tide^ 

So fmooth, fo foftj the prows of Gama glides 
And now their native iields^ for ever dear^ 

In all their wild tranfporting charms appear ; 
And Tago’s bofoni, while his banks repeat 
The founding peals of joy, receives the fleet. 
With orient titles and immortal fame 
The hero band adorn their Monarch’s name Tj 
Sceptres and crowns beneath his feet they lay,, 
And the wide Eaft is doom’d to Lufian « fway. 


Enough, my Mufe, thy wearied wing no more 
Muft to the feat of Jove triumphant foar. 

Chill’d by my nation’s cold negleft, thy fires 
Glow bold no more, and all tliy rage expires. 

Yet thou, Sebaftian, thou, my king, attend j 
Behold what glories on thy throne defeend ! 

Shall haughty Gaul or fterner Albion boaft 
That all the Lufian fame in thee is loft ! 


® ibe ^viide jEafl h doom'd to Lttftan -Thus in all the force of an- 

cient fimplicity, and the true fublime ends the Poem of Camoens. What 
follows, is one of thofe exuberances we have already endeavoured to de- 
fend in our Author, nor in the fenfe is this concluding one with- 

out propriety. A part of the propofjlion of tlic Poem is artfully addrefled 
to King 'Sebaftian, and he is now called upon in an addrefs, which is an art- 
ful fecond part to the former, to behold and preferve the glories pf his| 
thron.e. 
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Oh, be it thine thefe glories to renew. 

And John’s bold path and Pedro’s f coiirfe purfues 
Snatch, from the tyrant Noble’s hand the fword. 

And be the rights of human-kind reftored. 

The ftatefman prelate, to his vows confine, 

Alone aufpicious at the holy flarine 5 

The prieft, in whofe meek heart heaven pours its fires 

Alone to heaven, not earth’s vain pomp, afpires. 

Nor let the Mufe, great King, on Tago’s fliore. 

In dying notes the barbarous age deplore. 

The king or hero to the Mufe unjuft 
Sinks as the namelefs Have, extinft in duft. 

But fuch the deeds thy radiant morn portends. 

Aw’d by thy frown ev’n now old Atlas bends 
His hoary head, and Ampeluza’s fields 
Expeft thy founding fteeds and rattling fliields* 

And lhall thefe deeds unfung, unknown, expire I 
Oh, would thy fmiles relume my fainting ire ! 

I, then infpired, the wondering world fliould fee 
Great Ammon’s warlike fon revived in s thee ; 

Revived, 

^ And yohn's bold path and Pedro's eourfe I, and Pedro the 

Juft, two of the greateft of the Portuguefe'monarchs. 

S Great Ammon's warlike fon revived in the e " ■■'■■ T hus imitated, or rather 
tranflated into Italian by Guarini. 

Con fi fublime ftil’ forfe cantato 
Havrei del mio Signor l*armi c I’honori, 

Ch’ or non havria de la Meonia tromba 
Da invidiar Achille— — 


Similarit 
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Revived, unenvioiis of tlie Mufe’s flame, 

That o’er the the world refomids PeliJes’ name. 


Similaiity of condition, we have already obfcfvcd, pioduccd llmiiarity of 
complaint and fentimeut in Spencer and Camoens. Each was uinvoithily 
ncglcdcd by the Gothic gianJees of his age, yet both tlicir names will live 
-when the remembrance of the courtiers who fpurned them (hall [mu beneath 
iheir tmunluin tombs. Three beautiful ftanzas from Phlnch.ar: Fletciier’s Pur- 
ple Ifiand, on the memory of Spcnler, may rlie itrvc as an epitaph for 
Camoens. The unworthy ntgled, which was the lot of the Poitucuere 
Bard, but too well appropriates to him the elegy of openior. And every 
Reader of tafte, who haa perufed the Lufiad, will tliink of the Cardinal 
Henrico, and feel the indignation of tlicfc manly lines -—— 


Witnefs oiir Colin % whom iJio’ all the Graces 
And all the Miifcs nurfl: ; whofe well taught long 
Parnaflus fclf and Giorian { embraces, 

And all the Uarn’d and all the Ihepherds throng; 

Yet all his hopes were croft, all fuits denyM ; ► 

Diicouiag’d, fconi’d, his .vritings viiify’d : 

Poorly (poot man) he liv*d; poorly (poor man) he di’d. 
And had noc that great Ijcart (whole honour’d |j head 
Ah ! lies inU lew ) pity’d ihy woful pfigltt, 

Thc» hadft thou lien unwept, unbnried, 

Unbhft, nor grac'd with any comuiou rite : 

Yet flialt thou live, when thy gicat foe f fiialJ fink 
Beneath his mountaui romb, w’holc fame fhall ftink; 
An^ time his blacker name lhali biui with blackeft ink. 


Olct 

* Colin Clout, Spenfer, 
f Giorian, Elizabeth in the Eacric Quccii, 

[I Tiie Earl of Efibx. 

. t Lord Burleigh, 
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O let th* Iambic Mufc revenge that wrong 
Which cannot flamber in thy fhcets of Jead ; 

Let thy abufed honour cry as long 
As there be quills to write, or eyes to read ; 

On his rank name let thine own votes be tuui’dj 
Oh ?xay thal man, that hath the Mnfes fcorn^d^ 

AVm^ mr dead^ be €%fer of a M^ife adartid^ 


SO? 


THE END. 




